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FENCING COACH, LUKA Oboladze, trains student participants of a 10-week fencing program at P.S. 340, located in the Kingsbridge Heights section
of The Bronx, on Friday, March 11, 2022.

By SARAH HUFFMAN
Every Friday afternoon
for the past few months, about
20 P.S. 340 students gather in
the school cafeteria to learn
the art and sport of fencing.

Taught by an elite coach who
has competed both nation-
ally and internationally, the
Kingsbridge Heights students
are learning the basic termi-
nology and footwork associ-

ated with the combat sport,
all while donning impressive,
protective fencing gear and
getting to handle a sword, for
fun!

The school’s new fencing

program was made possible by
Amy Turchiaro, the school’s
psychologist, who pushed to
find a way to bring fencing
to the students. “A long time
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$3.35 Million for Montefiore’s School Health Program

By DAVID GREENE

Congressmen Adriano Espaillat
(NY-13) and Ritchie Torres (NY-15)
joined Montefiore president and CEO,
Dr. Philip Ozuah, at P.S. 8, Isaac Var-
ian School in Bedford Park to an-
nounce the passage of $3.35 million in
federal funding for Montefiore’s School
Health Program (MSHP) on Wednes-
day, April 13. The program currently
provides 42,000 students with access
to doctors, dentists, and therapists at
32 locations and 99 schools across The
Bronx.

The additional funding will assist
MSHP to expand its digital infrastruc-
ture and broadband capabilities, ex-
panding its telehealth program to the
99 impacted schools, serving children
from kindergarten to high school.

During the announcement at P.S. 8,
located at 3010 Briggs Avenue, school
principal, Claudia Tahiraj-Sadrija,
told the students and parents in atten-
dance, “For nearly 40 years, Montefiore
has been a strong partner, working
with public schools across The Bronx
to ensure that families get the care and
attention they need.”

Sadrijasaid the program has helped
generations of Bronxites over the last
two decades. “At P.S. 8, our incredi-
ble team of health professionals serves
more than 210 children each week,”
she said. Aside from the 210 weekly
visits to the nursing team, students, on
average, make 60 additional visits to
those offering mental health counsel-
ing and support.

During his prepared remarks,
Ozuah quoted Fredrick Douglas, tell-
ing the crowd, “It is easier to build
strong children than to repair broken
men.” He added, “I’'m proud to be here
this afternoon with two national lead-
ers who worked together to secure $3.35
million [in funding].” The CEO added,
“Congressmen Adriano Espaillat and
Ritchie Torres fought hard and they
delivered in a big way for The Bronx
and for this community. They know
well that the children of The Bronx are
the future of The Bronx.”

In reference to MSHP being the
largest, school-based, health program
in the nation, Espaillat, the former
congressman for Norwood, prior to
the 2022 redistricting process, said,
“Today, thanks to decades-long com-
mitment, Montefiore provides nearly
42,000 children with free access to
state-of-the-art healthcare services.
Now, we were able to secure $3.35 mil-
lion for this telehealth investment

Photo by David Greene
ELECTED OFFICIALS JOIN Montefiore president and CEO, Dr. Philip Ozuah, (center)
P.S. 8 principal, Claudia Tehiraj-Sadriaj (2nd right), and P.S. 8 students during a check
presentation of $3.35 million for Montefiore’s School Health Program held at P.S. 8 in
Bedford Park on Wednesday, April 13, 2022.

for this school and the rest of the dis-
trict.”

Referencing the COVID-19 testing
site that City officials had opened at
Lehman College parking lot at the be-
ginning of the pandemic, as well as the
high numbers of positive cases seen
at the time in the Northwest Bronx,
Espaillat recalled the vulnerability
of the people at the time. “We need to
have greater access to healthcare, and
this tool that Montefiore is going to
bring to this school and other schools
is going to make it a lot easier for that
to happen,” he said, adding, ““I'm re-
ally proud to be a part of this project.”

Meanwhile, recalling his own
struggles with asthma and depression
as a young student, Torres, the new
congressman for Norwood, which now
falls under New York’s 15" congressio-
nal district since the 2022 redistricting
process took effect, said, “Every school
should be a healthcare hub. Every
school should be a place where you can
go to see the doctor, and a dentist, and
a therapist.”

He continued, “Montefiore’s new
health program is essential to the com-
munity health of The Bronx. It’s both a
great equalizer and a great stabilizer.
It’s a great equalizer because every stu-
dent it serves, every student, regardless
of income or immigration status, has
access to healthcare, and it’s a great
stabilizer because it causes students to
have fewer absences from school, and it
causes parents to have fewer absences
from work.”

According to Rosy Chhabra, Psy.D,
director of MSHP, children who avail of
the program are 40 percent less likely to
go home sick and 50 percent less likely
to visit an emergency room. “That’s a
very big deal for the community and
the students,” she said. Chhabra also
highlighted the impact of upgrades to
WiFi and broadband capabilities at lo-
cal schools, “It’s going to bring us to a
whole different level of care and con-
nection that we’ve been working for
and looking forward to,” she said.

“This marks a pivotal step in ad-
vancing the Montefiore School Health
Program, extending a physical infra-
structure across the Montefiore net-
work and supporting the health of
our entire community,” Chhabra con-
cluded.

Meanwhile, Dr. Naydine Johney,
psychologist and program director of
the mental health clinic at P.S. 8, ex-
plained that besides providing health-
care to students, the program offers
“concrete services” to the families of
students, including any housing and fi-
nancial assistance that may be needed.

Regarding the expanded telehealth
program, Johney said, “For example,
next week is Spring break and techni-
cally, the schools are closed but we’re
able to provide services by telehealth.
Montefiore clinics are open and we’re
able to provide telehealth service and
this will allow us to do so on a more fre-
quent basis.”

*Sile Moloney contributed to this
story.
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At this point, | don’t feel safe. | don’t think
anyone feels safe due to the system that
we have. They had no cameras at the
25th Street station, still no cameras. They
got him, of course. They got him, but
that’s not the point. The point is you could
have avoided this if you had the cameras
because you're supposed to have the
cameras, no? With the rise in crime on
the subways, you weren’t supposed to
have cameras? Common sense tells you
you're supposed to have the cameras due
to the fact that violence is increasing. Me
and my wife won’t go [travel by subway].
My wife was traumatized because of what
happened.”

Herbert Evens,
Parkchester

Editor’s Note: The NY Post reported that according to MTA spokesperson, Tim Minton, cameras at both Brooklyn’s 36th Street subway station, where the
mass shooting occurred, and the 25th Street station, where James may have fled, were on and recording but weren’t transmitting footage back to MTA

“No, | don’t feel safe, in general,
sometimes. I've never really experienced
anything too drastic, but | have seen
things. | have noticed an area where
there was one cop, and now there’s two
with him. | noticed that today. | feel like
sometimes when the cops are there, they
just stand around talking and walking
around in the train station.”

Rebecca Rodriguez,
Kingsbridge Heights

By DAVID GREENE

“| do take the subway. | don’t feel as

safe as | used to. It’s definitely gotten a
lot more hot, or just a lot of folks, | think,
who might have some mental health
issues who aren’t getting the support and
services they need, and they go on the
train. | don’t know if they’re homeless.
Sometimes it’s hard to tell... Three times
I've been followed by men who | could tell
just weren’t okay, even right here at the D
station at the Norwood stop. Even before
that incident, I've seen more cops, but |
saw them harassing homeless people and
that’s not something | agree with. | don’t
think that’s helping with the crime.”

lleia Burgos,
Norwood

“No, | don’t [feel safe] and that’s the reason
why | bought some safety gadgets. Yes,
because you see things on social media,
and you have to be a little precautious.
When I’'m on the train, | don’t have both of
my headphones on and I'm alert as to how
people are moving, so I’'m way more aware
of my surroundings. | worry about my
family. Sometimes they take the train early,
so | share those tips with them so they’re
alert and not distracted on their phones.

| have seen more police on the D train. |
think they should check that every camera
is working at every station. It makes you
wonder where our tax dollars are going.”

Karen Almonte,
Norwood

headquarters and to the NYPD. Norwood News contacted the MTA to corroborate this statement. We did not receive an immediate response.

347-529-7772
347-529-7773
EMPHILL.COM

337 GUN HILL RD
BRONX NY 10467

“No. It’s just not safe anymore. You have to
be watching your back every minute; you
don’t know who's ready to attack. That’s
another big thing. There’s no police on the
train and it’s really scary. | stopped taking
the trains. | used to love going to the City
on the train, now I’d rather take the Metro
North or the bus. If there was a shooting,
I’d run and pray, or if | had no choice, | will
find a way to get off the train. This has me
thinking now to be prepared.”

Nancy Marie Rose,
Allerton

All photos by David Greene except number 5, which is
courtesy of Nancy Marie Rose.
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Cuomo to Bronx Supporters: “I Am Not Going Anywhere!”

By DAVID GREENE & SILE MOLONEY

Former Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who re-
signed from office on August 24, 2021, amid
a sexual harassment scandal, made his sec-
ond public appearance on Thursday, March
17, since he escaped being hit with sex
crime charges by State prosecutors. Cuomo
addressed a group of Bronx supporters
alongside former District 18 city council-
man, Rev. Ruben Diaz, Sr., during a regular
meeting of The New York Hispanic Clergy
Organization, a group founded by Diaz.

The standing room only crowd packed
the Christian Community Neighborhood
Church, located at 1437 Longfellow Avenue,
in a neighborhood southeast of Charlotte
Gardens. Sammy Ravelo, former candidate
for Bronx borough president, former Dis-
trict 12 city councilman, Andy King, and
a host of local clergy leaders were also in
attendance.

Diaz Sr. praised Cuomo for several ac-
tions he had taken as governor. They in-
cluded sending 23 State Army National
Guard trucks to pick up donations for
Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria hit;
four, soon-to-be-built Metro North train
stations in The Bronx; the deconstruction
of the Sheridan Expressway to give resi-
dents better access to the Bronx River and
get truck traffic off neighborhood streets;
and the renovation of Orchard Beach.

He also credited him with “Camp Ju-
nior,” a 40-acre camp in Harriman State
Park, named after Lesandro “Junior” Guz-
man-Feliz, a 15-year-old NYPD Explorer
who was murdered by a gang who stabbed
him in a brutal assault in Belmont in 2018.
The camp was created for 800 youngsters
to attend each summer to give them some
respite from the culture of street violence
over the summer months.

Addressing the crowd, Cuomo said,
“One of the things I've learned is that the
people in The Bronx respect straight talk
and unvarnished truth, and that’s what I
want to offer you today.” He then continued
with an unfortunate and possibly inadver-
tent choice of words, saying “I don’t speak
to you as a politician, so I can tell you the
truth. I speak to you as a concerned New
Yorker.” He added, “The truth is we are ina
pivotal and dangerous time in this country
and in this state.”

Cuomo said he believed the current po-
litical discord in the country began with
the Republican Party’s “Tea Party” move-
ment, before alleging that “extremists”
were now “driving the Democratic Party.”
Later, addressing “cancel culture,” he told
supporters, “I know because my family
paid the price.” He continued, “This coun-
try, our social policies, we are a function of
evolution... and we want to encourage, not
discourage that debate and that growth.”
He said when both political parties stop
talking, “it is over for us as a democracy.”

Cuomo said he believed crime was the
number one issue affecting voters and dis-
cussed the 2019 bail reform laws which
eliminated cash bail for most misdemean-
ors and non-violent felony charges. Having
supported bail reform at the time, Cuomo
said “adjustments” to the law were needed.

“It’s not really being debated because
the extremists refuse to have a reason-
able conversation [about crime],” he said.

1
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FORMER GOV. ANDREW Cuomo, (left) is greeted by former District 18 city council-
man, Rev. Ruben Diaz, Sr., during a meeting of The New York Hispanic Clergy Organi-
zation, held at the Christian Community Neighborhood Church on Longfellow Avenue
in a neighborhood southwest of Charlotte Gardens, on Thursday, March 17. 2022.

Lawmakers who opposed adjusting bail re-
form laws argue that it was not the driver
of high crime rates. Cuomo then cited the
case of Diaz Sr.’s son, Samuel Diaz, who was
stabbed in a 2020 attack by a man who was
later released and went on to murder an-
other victim in 2021.

The former governor said, “I believe
our new mayor, Eric Adams, understands
the reality of the crime problem... The bad
news is he can’t do it on his own. If they
don’t make the changes in the next two
weeks before the State budget is done, it
will not get done.”

The final State budget approved by Gov.
Kathy Hochul in early April did make some
changes to bail law, discovery law, pre-ar-
raignment detention, involuntary commit-
ment and more, though not to the degree
anticipated by some.

Moving on to the topic of family, and
briefly mentioning his brother, former
CNN anchor, Chris Cuomo, the former gov-
ernor said, “I have gone through a very dif-
ficult year, the most difficult year of my life,
not just for me, but because it hurt my fam-
ily.” Chris Cuomo was fired on Dec. 4, 2021,
for not disclosing that he had helped with
his brother’s defense of the sexual miscon-
duct allegations. Prior to being fired, Chris
Cuomo was also hit with a sexual harass-
ment allegation, which he has denied.

Meanwhile, the former governor sought
to frame the allegations as a hit job, refer-
ring again to Democratic extremists who
he said saw him as “standing in their
way.” He alleged such extremists control
Albany, adding, “I was limiting them, so
they wanted me out. There are people who
wanted to run against me. They wanted my
job, and they used this opportunity to help
themselves politically.”

It is unknown if Cuomo was making a
veiled reference to Attorney General Leti-
tia James. The attorney general launched
a brief gubernatorial campaign in 2021
before later withdrawing her candidacy.
The sexual misconduct allegations against
Cuomo were investigated by her office. In-
vestigators concluded that the former gov-

ernor did sexually harass at least 11 women
— including former and current state em-
ployees — by engaging in unwanted grop-
ing, kissing, and hugging, and making in-
appropriate comments.

They also found that he and his senior
staff took actions to retaliate against at
least one former employee for coming for-
ward with her story. In addition, they said
the executive chamber fostered a “toxic”
workplace that enabled “harassment to
occur and created a hostile work environ-
ment.”

James referred her office’s report find-
ings to local State prosecutors to litigate.
Cuomo denied the allegations, though he
apologized to the women involved if, he
said, he had ever made them feel uncom-
fortable or caused offense, framing his
behavior as either a cultural proclivity
or disputing the interpretation of certain
events.

Amid Cuomo’s resignation, the State
Assembly later suspended an impeach-
ment investigation which had begun to
take shape. More recently, four different
New York district attorneys (DA) in Nas-
sau, Westchester, Albany, and Oswego de-
cided not to prosecute separate criminal
complaints filed with their respective of-
fices regarding the sexual misconduct al-
legations against Cuomo.

The DA office officials were reported to
have found the impacted women to be cred-
ible but felt their offices lacked sufficient
evidence to convince a judge or jury of the
allegations in court. Various media later
reported that the Manhattan district attor-
ney’s office dropped its inquiry into simi-
lar allegations though no public statement
was made detailing why.

“They come up with a report that said I
had 11 cases of sexual harassment,” Cuomo
said at the March 17 event. “How can you
have areport that says 11 cases, and then it
goes to qualified law enforcement, and they
find no cases? It was fraud; they wanted me
out,” he said.

As reported, King was expelled from
the City Council on Oct. 5, 2020, over

charges he harassed and discriminated
against a female employee, took a kickback
from another staffer, and failed to pay a
fine for previous misconduct.”

In response, King said, in part, at the
time, “It is clear to me from the narrative
spun by my colleagues today, in casting
their vote to remove me, that they did not
consult the transcripts of the hearing that
was held by the Committee on Standards
and Ethics. It is also apparent that they did
not review any of the evidence presented
against me during the hearing.”

He added “[I] have always worked to
ensure that woman’s rights are protected,
supported and enriched. This case had
nothing to do with sexual harassment.” He
characterized his ousting as “a high-tech
lynching, orchestrated by my political en-
emies to satisfy their agenda.”

Diaz Sr. later asked Cuomo if he was
running for governor. Cuomo replied,
“What are my political plans? Look, as
I've said, I've been through a very difficult
year. I did a lot of soul searching... I served
as your governor, and I am so proud of the
way I did it. The reason I have political ene-
mies in Albany is because I fought for you,
not for them.”

The former governor concluded by tell-
ing his audience, “I am not going anywhere
and I'm going to continue to fight. I have a
lot of options and I'm open to all of them.”
Part of that fight continues in the form of
a recent ad campaign, seemingly aimed
at rehabilitating Cuomo’s image and re-
portedly and legally paid for out of his
million-dollar political war chest. Cuomo
later joked, “I'm hoping for an offer from
the New York Jets, I still think I could play
wide receiver.”

Outside the church, a crowd had gath-
ered to catch a glimpse of the former gover-
nor. As he exited, an unidentified Depart-
ment of Education employee, standing in
front of 1.S. 845, was asked her opinion of
him. She replied, “He’s got my vote because
I believe in him.” Asked if she thought
Cuomo was removed unfairly from office,
she responded, “Yes, definitely.”

Cuomo has also been criticized for his
handling of nursing home patients amid
the COVID-19 pandemic, while later pro-
moting a book on leadership lessons from
the pandemic. In December 2021, The New
York Times reported that a State ethics
board ordered him to turn over millions of
dollars in profits from the pandemic mem-
oir, giving him 30 days to do so.

Meanwhile, reacting to Cuomo’s Bronx
appearance, Ana Maria Archila, a 2022
Democratic candidate for lieutenant gover-
nor, tweeted, “Cuomo has refused to accept
an ounce of responsibility for his actions,
instead opting to gaslight those he victim-
ized, and spend millions of his corporate
cronies’ donations on ads to project his
grotesque message.”

In a possible reference to Diaz Sr., who
was widely condemned in 2019 when he
said the City Council was “controlled by
the homosexual community” and that re-
porting sexual harassment would make
him a “rat,” Archila added, “And now he’s
[Cuomo] seeking validation from someone
who has made a career of denying the dig-
nity of LGBTQ people and women.”
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By SILE MOLONEY
Bronx DA Prom Dress
Drive a Success

Bronx District Attorney Dar-
cel D. Clark announced on Mon-
day, April 18, that 350 formal
dresses, dozens of fancy shoes,
handbags, and other accessories
were collected as part of the DA
Office’s Prom Dress Drive, held
in partnership with Bronx Fash-
ion Week. “I just want to thank
my staff, and the people in the
Bronx community who donated
formal wear that will help seniors
at Bronx high schools to look
their fashionable best on their big
night,” said Clark. “Graduating
high school is a huge accomplish-
ment that needs to be celebrated,
and these dresses will help those
who can’t afford to buy one, cele-
brate in style. Thanks to my Com-
munity Affairs Unit for organiz-
ing the donation drive.” Bronx
Fashion Week will host a Prom
Dress Shop later in May for girls
to pick out their dresses.”

Military Medical Team
Departs NCB

The second U.S. Department
of Defense (DoD) medical team
deployed to support NYC Health
+ Hospitals, amid the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, have fin-
ished their stint at North Cen-
tral Bronx (NCB) hospital and
were “clapped out” during an ap-
preciation ceremony in March.
Healthcare workers at the hospi-
tal, located at 3424 Kossuth Av-
enue in Norwood, bid farewell to
their DoD colleagues following
their months-long deployment,
triggered by the surge in the
COVID-19 Omicron variant.

The team comprised provid-
ers, nurses, army medics, respi-
ratory technicians, and command
staff, who arrived in late January
and were trained on hospital poli-
cies and procedures before they
began to shadow staff. The team
provided staffing support to NCB
in key areas such as the emer-
gency department, the intensive
care units, and the medical-sur-
gery units. The hospital system
had previously received support
from DoD during the first wave
of COVID-19. The medical teams
also addressed the emotional and
mental health needs of frontline
staffers.

Gotham City Panthers Founder Aims to Uplift
Local Youth Through Basketball

By JULIAN NAZAR

51-year-old Eric King has observed
that the parks near Fordham Manor
aren’t as busy as they used to be. “When
I was young, it was a different era,” King
said. “The kids were outside playing
freeze tag. People were playing basketball
on the basketball courts.”

Nowadays, he sees kids walking down
the street, cell phone in hand, texting.
“Everyone in this computer age is coma-
tose,” King said. “They are walking, liv-
ing robots. The energy is not there to the
level it was back in my time.”

To address this issue, in December
2020, King launched an amateur, youth
basketball team, Gotham City Panthers.
“I'm giving recreation back, because
whether it is in school or out of school,
these kids aren’t exercising,” King said.
“I want to create a new team for more bod-
ies to be out here playing.”

The purpose of Gotham City Panthers,
King said, is to keep kids on the path to
school and success. Gym closures, follow-
ing the onset of the pandemic and the re-
lated City shutdown, meant King was un-
able to find a gym for his team to practice
in for over a year. “It halted everything,”
he said.

On April 6, this year, King sent letters
to the Office of the Bronx Borough Presi-
dent, to cure violence group, Bronx Rises
Against Gun Violence (B.R.A.G.), and to
Madison Square Boys & Girls Club, a so-
cial services organization in The Bronx
that provides targeted programs to youth

ERIC KING, FOUNDER of Gotham City
Panthers amateur basketball team, rocks
the Panthers’ apparel at Devoe Park’s
basketball courts in Fordham Manor on
Tuesday, March 29, 2022.

in under-served neighborhoods. In the
letters, he outlined his need for a gym as
well as his goals for the Gotham City Pan-
thers.

His efforts initially led to a break-
through. The Madison Square Boys &
Girls Club, located on East 189th Street
and Lorillard Place in Belmont, agreed to
rent their gym space to King twice a week.
However, on Tuesday, April 18, King said

the club rescinded its offer, citing rising
COVID-19 case numbers.

Aside from this setback, King is
making progress and has taken several
steps to get the team up and running. He
opened a bank account with Citibank in
the name of Gotham City Panthers. “I do
have a lot of the money saved up already
to cover uniforms and certain things
like that,” he said. According to King,
Parkview Sports Center, located on West
24274 Street and Broadway on the Kings-
bridge/Fieldston border, has agreed to
make the sports team’s uniforms.

The name of the team has also been
trademarked, and King owns the logo.
He even has his own team of volunteer
coaches. He said he hopes the team will
serve as a healthy activity for Bronx kids
to keep them out of trouble. “There is a lot
of gang activity,” King said. “If you don’t
give them something to do or keep them
occupied, someone else who doesn’t care
for them gives them false love and gives
them a different type of recreation.”

He recognizes that youth involvement
in gun violence is a big problem in The
Bronx. “Every day, in the news, since
even right before COVID, the youth it-
self has been shooting at each other tre-
mendously,” King said. According to 2021
NYPD data, there were 701 shootings in
The Bronx. In around 43 percent of those
shootings, either the victim or the perpe-
trator was between the ages of 18 and 24.

The issue of gun violence is personal

(continued on page 10)

Redistricting Update

As reported, following
the 2020 census, and over
several months, the New
York State Independent Re-
districting Commission
(IRC) held a number of vir-
tual sessions to discuss the
redistricting process with
the public. The IRC held the
last Bronx County hearing
on its proposed redrawn
maps for the Assembly, State
Senate, and Congressional
districts on Nov. 9, 2021. The
maps were submitted by the
commission to the State leg-
islature on Jan. 3, 2022.

The State legislature ulti-
mately did not vote on these
submitted maps. Instead,
elected representatives
voted to approve alternate

maps proposed by the Demo-
cratic Party, and these were
ultimately signed off by Gov.
Kathy Hochul on Feb. 3, as
reported. The latest State-
approved congressional map
for New York Congressio-
nal District 15 is attached,
represented by Rep. Ritchie
Torres. Norwood, which
previously fell under Con-
gressional District 13, now
falls under Congressional
District 15, as does Spuyten
Duyvil and Riverdale, both
of which previously fell un-
der Congressional District
16.

The New York State Re-
publican Party immediately
mounted a legal challenge,
and a judge later overruled
the vote taken by the State

legislature (which has a
Democratic majority) as be-
ing unconstitutional, saying
the latest maps were ger-
rymandered by Democrats,
and ordered new maps to be
redrawn. Lawmakers had
until April 11 to submit new
maps but in the meantime,
on Monday, April 4, a judge
issued a stay on the case,
which keeps the latest dis-
trict lines in place, allow-
ing candidates time to col-
lect the required number of
voter signatures needed to
get on the ballot for the June
Primaries by the required
deadline.

Body Found in
Bronx River
Police were called to the

Bronx Zoo after a report
was provided of a body
floating in the Bronx
River. Officers from the
52nd Precinct were called
to the zoo, located at 2300
Southern Boulevard, at
12:34 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 13. Upon arrival,
officers discovered the
victim floating in the
water, unconscious and
unresponsive and EMS
pronounced the victim de-
ceased at the scene. Police
have not released the sex,
age or name of the victim,
pending notification of
the victim’s family. The
Office of the City’s Medi-
cal Examiner will deter-
mine the exact cause of
death.
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School Safety Agent Stabbed after Stopping DV Incident at P.S. 69

By SILE MOLONEY

A 57-year-old male school safety
agent (SSA) was brought to Jacobi hospi-
tal after being stabbed Thursday morn-
ing, April 14, at P.S. 69 in the Soundview
section of the Bronx. He had intervened
to protect his colleague, a 36-year-old fe-
male guidance counselor, who was the
target of a domestic violence assault on
the school premises by her ex-partner.

The incident unfolded inside the
school, located at 560 Thieriot Avenue,
around 7.40 a.m. when the man barged
into the school seemingly with the
purpose of assaulting his ex-partner.
Another 40-year-old male colleague, a
teacher, also intervened to protect his
female colleague from her attacker. His
jacket was slashed but he had no appar-
ent flesh injuries.

The female victim suffered bruis-
ing. All three were taken to a local area
hospital and due to the description of
the assailant provided by the victims,
police were able to quickly apprehend
the attacker. Claudio Villar, 23, of 228th
Street in the Bronx was later arrested
onvarious charges including attempted
aggravated murder. NYC Department
of Education (DOE) officials said no
students had witnessed the incident as
it had happened before they arrived at
the school.

Mayor Eric Adams briefly addressed

Photo by Sile Moloney
BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT Van-
essa Gibson, police officials and schools
chancellor, David C. Banks, speak to the
media outside P.S. 69 in the Soundview
section of the Bronx after a stabbing took
place inside the school on the morning of
Thursday, April 14, 2022.

the incident via video conference dur-
ing a pre-scheduled press conference
at City Hall the same day to announce
the expansion of the City’s “Gifted and
Talented” schools program. He com-
mended the quick response to the inci-
dent by the SSA in question, referring
to the “heroic act” on the part of the
57-year-old employee in preventing fur-

ther bloodshed from taking place. “It’s
unacceptable. Violence in our schools
will not be accepted,” said Adams, who
was quarantining due to having con-
tracted COVID-19 days about a week
earlier.

The role of school safety agents
has, as reported, caused some division
among certain groups within the com-
munity, with some parents calling for
more security in schools, and others ad-
vocating to move the oversight of school
safety agents away from the NYPD and
under the jurisdiction of the DOE.

This was the plan foreseen under
the De Blasio administration, born out
of the fall out over the 2020 City budget
discussions, and amid calls to “defund
the police” and direct more money to
social services. During an interview
on Inside City Hall with broadcaster and
host, Errol Louis, in late October 2021,
then Mayor Bill De Blasio addressed the
point, saying, “Look, clearly, I thought
that they were doing well under the
NYPD. The City Council really wanted
to make a change. I worked with them
on a plan where we all had to come to-
gether and find common ground.”

He added, “But we agreed to a two-
year transition. That was something I
was adamant about, to give us time to
do it the right way, and to make sure the
kids and the whole school community

were safe. In the meantime, of course,
Eric Adams has been elected mayor and
everything I've heard him say suggests
he thinks that they should continue in
the NYPD. So, that will obviously ulti-
mately be his decision.”

Another press conference was held
later on Thursday morning, outside P.S.
69, and was attended by NYC Chancel-
lor David Banks, Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Vanessa Gibson and Assembly-
man Kenny Burgos (A.D. 85). Gibson
later tweeted, “Thankful for the heroic
efforts of our school leaders, educators
and school safety agents responding
to this morning’s terrible incident at
PS 69, Journey Prep School. A suspect
was taken into police custody and no
students were injured. We are closely
monitoring the situation.”

Meanwhile, Banks later released a
statement on the incident, saying, “Vi-
olence has absolutely no place in our
schools, and this senseless act against
an essential member of our school com-
munity is unacceptable.”

He added, “Our incredible educators
and school safety agents work every
day to keep our children safe, and I am
grateful for their steadfast dedication
to our schools. We are offering supports
to this school community.”

*David Greene contributed to this
story.
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Bronx Veterans Concerned over VA Hospital Closures

By SARAH HUFFMAN

News of the announced closures of
the Manhattan and Brooklyn Veterans
Affairs hospitals raised concern among
veterans during the March meeting of
Bronx Community Board 7’s Veterans
Affairs’ committee.

Committee chair, Chad Royer, said an-
nouncements of the closures had arisen
following an Asset and Infrastructure
Review (AIR) Report by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA), which in-
cluded recommendations by the VA Sec-
retary.

He said the AIR commission, which
is appointed by the president, uses the
report to figure out how to provide a bet-
ter healthcare network in the right lo-
cations, with the right infrastructure,
to all veterans. After review and public
hearings, the commission then submits
its own recommendations to the presi-
dent for review.

Royer said that Denis McDonough,
the current VA Secretary, said at a press
conference, in reference to the 2022 AIR
report, that the closures were part of an
effort to consolidate healthcare in some
areas of the country and redirect money
to expanding hospital facilities in other
areas. He said that McDonough cited a
growth in the veteran population in the
southeastern part of the United States
and a decrease in the veteran population
in the northeastern region.

Royer noted that the Bronx VA hos-
pital, the James J. Peters Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, located
at 130 West Kingsbridge Road in Ford-
ham Manor, would not be affected by
the plan. However, he was worried there
would be trickle down effects if the other
two City VA hospitals were to close, such
as an increase in patients at the Bronx
center, and not enough staff to cater for
them.

“One thing I did read is that they’re
going to put time and money into build-
ing extra services in the Bronx VA,”
Royer said. “While this may be good,
what matters is how it is going to be ac-
cessible to the veterans who live in the
Tri-state area, and even just [..] outside
the Tri-state area,” he said.

For his part, Amjad Mujaahid said
there should be major pushback from the
veteran community about the news and
that people should let elected officials
know it was an important issue.

“This is outrageous,” he said. “They
should not be doing this. There’s too
much of a need out here for these medi-
cal centers. In the city, specifically, we
got over 8 million people here, and over
58,000 veterans and their families, you
know, so I'm just, I'm just floored by it,”
said Mujaahid.

Jean Hill said it annoyed her that
people wanted to honor veterans on holi-
days [like Memorial Day] but were still

Photo by Sile Moloney
THE JAMES J. Peters Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center, located at 130
West Kingsbridge Road in Fordham Manor, has not been named as one of the VA hos-
pitals to be closed in New York City but veterans are concerned nonetheless about the
impact other closures will have on the center.

willing to take away what she said were
needed, medical facilities to treat veter-
ans for injuries sustained while fighting
for their country.

“It’s only flag waving when it’s a holi-
day or when it sounds good,” Hill said.
“But then, they don’t follow through
on some of the technical stuff.” Mujaa-
hid suggested flooding elected officials’
emails and phones, letting them know
they needed to stand up against the clo-
sures.

Hill also suggested talking to the
city council chair for the veterans’ com-
mittee and raising the issue to local,
State, and federal politicians. Isha Tay-
lor talked about her experience of going
to different VA hospitals and expressed
her frustration at the level of reduction
of veteran resources.

“Even if they don’t close the Bronx
VA, the Bronx VA is not as equipped as
the Brooklyn VA is,” she said, adding
that she had attended both, and that the
Brooklyn VA was the best one. “That’s
actually where I started my radiation
therapy and different things like that,
and I share that because even though it’s
not impacting all hospitals, this is a ma-
jor issue that we can’t be silent on,” she
said.

Joe Bello, chair of the VA’s Acuity
Veterans Engagement Board, said he
had heard it might take 10 years for the
proposed closures to take effect and sug-
gested that if it were found that veterans
couldn’t access their usual inpatient
care, one of the two hospitals might stay
open. He agreed with Royer, however,
that hospital closures would ultimately
hurt the Bronx VA hospital because staff
and resources would be stretched.

Bello said veteran population num-
bers have been dropping in New York
City over the past few years, but that

there hadn’t been a super accurate count
in a while. He added that many Staten
Island and New Jersey veterans come
to the Manhattan VA hospital for treat-
ment.

“The Bronx is the only VA hospital
between here and Albany,” Bello said.
“So, you know, again, there is a general
fear out there that a lot of vets will start
to move to the Bronx VA. They want to
go to a VA hospital, and so you're going
to wind up seeing them move to register-
ing into the Bronx VA. And again, you're
forcing that VA system, that hospital, to
take on additional numbers.. additional
patients,” he said.

Meanwhile, Taylor was outraged by
the VA’s reasoning for the closures, say-
ing they would affect Black and brown
families, lower income people, and se-
nior citizens the most. She said she was
frustrated it would mean people would
have to travel more to get access to the
treatment they needed.

“Thatjustall of a sudden you’re going
to say, ‘Oh, we’re going to close,” because
veterans are moving now. What the hell
does that even mean?” she said. “It [AIR
report] doesn’t address any of our needs
or concerns. It only speaks to their need
and their desire to privatize,” she said.

Bello agreed that the report included
lots of selling points from the VA that
could largely be countered. “We still have
veterans here and we have a large vet-
eran population, and the thing is.... let’s
be honest.....the City and the VA have
done a very poor job in terms of senior
veterans,” he said.

The March meeting also featured a
presentation about the VA’s aid and at-
tendance program, also known as the VA
pension. It was given by Martha Longo
PhD, a certified senior care manager at
Life Force Services.

Longo said the program is a non-tax-
able, monthly benefit paid to veterans
who need homecare services and who
don’t have the means to pay for it. Longo’s
company focuses on providing caregiv-
ing services to seniors and veterans and
also helps veterans get approved for the
VA aid and attendance program.

To qualify for the program, veter-
ans must be 65 years of age or older or
have a permanent disability. They must
also have an honorable discharge, meet
monthly minimum income requirements,
and have no more than $130,000 in retire-
ment savings, including stocks, bonds, or
any 401k plans. They cannot receive any
VA compensation. If they are receiving
Medicaid, they need approval from a so-
cial worker.

The benefit also extends to a living
spouse, if the spouse was married to a
veteran at the time of the veteran’s death,
if the spouse has not remarried and if he
/ she requires homecare services. It also
extends to veteran couples but not to the
children of veterans.

The veteran must also be a wartime
veteran who served in the Vietnam War,
the Korean War, World War II, or the Gulf
War. Taylor questioned why it only cov-
ered these four wars when there were
so many other veterans who had served
in other wars, including herself. Longo
agreed the rule was discriminatory to-
ward some veterans and said she believed
it should cover all veterans.

She added that Life Force Services
doesn’t charge for helping people to get
approved for such benefits and it also
works with the Care Planning Institute,
a third-party vendor that works closely
with veterans to gather all documents
necessary to get approved for the benefit.

Raul Gonzalez asked what the maxi-
mum benefit available was. Longa said
couples can receive up to $2,431, sin-
gle veterans $2,050, and living spouses
$1,371.

She said veterans also had to remain
in compliance with the program require-
ments and that the benefit had to be solely
spent on homecare services. Longa said,
sometimes, the VA conducts random au-
dits, and the Care Planning Institute has
to ensure veterans remain in compliance
at all times.

In wrapping up the meeting, Royer
confirmed he had asked Woodlawn Cem-
etery if it would be possible to arrange
some type of ceremony to mark Memo-
rial Day this year. He said there had been
some interest in doing a similar-type
event last year, but the cemetery had not
been allowing outsiders to enter for an
indefinite duration due to the pandemic.
He said he didn’t have an update yet but
hoped to have some clarity on the mat-
ter for the April meeting in order to start
planning, and if people were interested
in pursuing the idea.
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Playground Shut, Scaffold Returns after Wall Collapse at Tracey Towers

By DAVID GREENE

A partial exterior wall collapse that occurred in early
March at Tracey Towers has prompted management to
erect a sidewalk shed to protect residents and pedestri-
ans, and NYC Department of Buildings (DOB) has issued
a partial stop work order, shutting the Tracey Towers
playground on the complex grounds that had re-opened in
2015 after an infusion of $200,000 in City Council funds.

On March 10, a resident contacted Norwood News say-
ing management had told residents strong winds had
brought down the wall. A visit the following day to the
massive dual-tower complex, located opposite Mosholu
Parkway subway station in Jerome Park, found construc-
tion workers still clearing the fallen bricks and securing
the wall with a giant tarp.

A follow-up visit on April 19 found metal barricades
blocking off the damaged wall to exiting vehicles from the
Tracey Towers parking area, and sandbags holding down
a pair of giant tarps.

Back on April 1, Andrew Rudansky, press secretary at
DOB said his office had no record of a wall collapse and
that the owners of the building had obtained a permit to
install a sidewalk shed in front of the building. Rudansky
added, “The sidewalk shed may be related to facade main-
tenance, but we have not received any filings for the work
as of today. The most recent Facade Inspection and Safety
Report (FISP) the owners filed with DOB was back in 2019,
and it indicated the facade was in safe condition.”

On April4, Don Miller, president of the public relations
firm, West End Strategies, Ltd., issued a statement on be-
half of the building manager that read, “A small section of
afreestanding wall near the parking ramp at Tracey Tow-
ers experienced a partial failure. The wall separates the
vehicular exit ramp from the residential parking deck. It
is not known if the wall was possibly struck by a vehicle
which may have contributed to its failure.”

Miller continued, “The structural engineer recom-
mended removing an additional section of the freestand-
ing wall and replacing it with fencing that conforms to
the design of the complex. The safety of residents and the
public remains the number one priority of Tracey Towers
Associates. As a precautionary measure, a sidewalk shed
has been installed during the construction of the wall and
fencing.”

On April 5, Jean Hill, president of the Tracey Towers
Tenants’ Organization, discounted Miller’s contention
that a vehicle had possibly struck the wall, telling Nor-
wood News, “We had a bad rainstorm that night and the
wind was really, really hard and it just knocked it over.”
She added, “No, no, no, nothing hit it. That wall is raised
up where you come down the [elevated] driveway; a car
could not have hit that.”

Hill then recalled the last time Tracey Towers had to
erect a temporary sidewalk shed, noting that it had stayed
there for 15 years. “They were supposed to do painting
and do other work on the building, and they were slow-
dragging their feet.”

Norwood News asked Hill about the small holes that
occasionally opened on the driveway exit ramp, through
which residents could often see the MTA’s Jerome Avenue
Maintenance Shop below. Hill shot back, “You sure can.
What happens is....I don’t know if it’s wear and tear... it
could probably be because of the cars going back and forth
and it could be vibrations under there from the trains, I

Photo by David Greene
AFTER A 300-SQUARE-FOOT section of masonry ve-
neer collapsed at Tracey Towers, in Jerome Park, follow-
ing stormy weather, workers began clearing the debris
and securing the wall on Thursday, March 10.

have no clue.” She added that workers simply patch the
holes.

Asked if there was a drop-ceiling below the ramp or
any protection barrier below the asphalt, Hill replied,
“Nope, that’s what it is. Well, nobody has fallen through or
anything like that and then, when we b*tch and complain
about it, then they’ll come in and they fill the holes.”

Tracey Towers was created through the Mitchell-
Lama, middle-income housing program, and opened in
1974. It is overseen by NYC Department of Housing, Pres-
ervation & Development (HPD), and comprises 871 one,
two, and three-bedroom affordable apartments.

After dispatchinginspectors to the site on April4, DOB
deputy press secretary, Ana Alcantara, said on April 15,
“During the inspection, they observed evidence that an
approximately 300 square foot section of masonry veneer
had collapsed from a parapet wall adjacent to the parking
access ramp at the property.” Alcantara added, “DOB is-
sued a violation to the owners for failure to maintain the
property and ordered them to obtain the appropriate per-

mits for the work.”

Regarding the claims of holes in the asphalt along the
driveway exit ramp near the children’s playground, Al-
cantara said, “There is a Partial Vacate Order in effect for
the entire playground located at 40 West Mosholu Park-
way South, due to the condition of a nearby retaining wall
that is in a state of disrepair. This Partial Vacate Order
remains in effect today.”

An April 16 visit to the housing complex found no
children playing on the basketball courts nor in the play-
ground that had opened on August 27, 2017, following a
$200,000 renovation financed by discretionary funding
obtained by then-District 11 city councilman, Andrew
Cohen. However, the playground area was not roped off
nor was there any visible signage indicating that the play-
ground was closed. When Norwood News informed a se-
curity guard of the situation, she vowed to inform man-
agement.

According to DOB records, 20 West Mosholu Parkway,
the location of one of the towers, currently has a reported
108 complaints and 16 outstanding violations, including
nine for problems with the building’s elevators. Some
open violations date back to 2017. One elevator violation
stemmed from a fire on October 18, 2021, as reported by
Norwood News, which left the 40-story building with just
one working elevator.

Meanwhile, DOB records reveal 192 complaints and
20 open violations for 40 West Mosholu Parkway, the ad-
dress for the other tower, with one violation alleging that
an elevator at that building had been out for six straight
months.

Follow-up questions were sent by Norwood News to
Miller via email on Tuesday, April 19, regarding the Par-
tial Vacate Order for the playground, the playground not
being closed off to the public, and the holes where ten-
ants can see into the MTA’s maintenance yard. We did re-
ceive a response as of press date.

*Sile Moloney contributed to this story.
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Gotham City Panthers Founder Aims to Uplift Local Youth Through Basketball

(continued from page 6)

for King. “I had several co-workers who
lost their kids to gun violence,” he said. “I
have several friends I grew up with who
lost their lives to gun violence. A long
time ago, I was shot at.”

For this reason, King contacted Da-
vid Caba, an experienced cure violence
leader and vice president with B.R.A.G.,
to ask for his help with promoting the
Gotham City Panthers. B.R.A.G. works
with young people, community residents
and organizations, and the public to pro-
mote safer streets and new community
norms where violence is not accepted.

Program staff help reduce gun vio-
lence by identifying youth at risk for re-
taliatory violence, working with victims
and their families and friends to help pre-
vent future violence, and providing links
to resources and follow-up services.

Before the basketball tryouts, he’s
asked Caba to address the team recruits
on the topic of gun violence. For his part,
Caba is interested, and knows firsthand
how sport can be used to engage youth.
B.R.A.G. already launched a successful
boxing program at St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal’s Healthplex in Little Italy, as reported
by Norwood News.

PTSD keeps you away
from what matters most.

In reference to B.R.A.G’s ongoing
community outreach and intervention ef-
forts, Caba told Norwood News in a phone
interview on March 2, “We spoke to differ-
ent organizations prior to the pandemic.”
One of those was Gotham City Panthers.
“We are trying to reconvene those con-
versations,” he said.

In terms of its success rate, Caba said
B.R.A.G. reduced gun violence by 50 per-
cent within its first year of operation in
The Bronx in 2014. Drawing on five years
of shooting data at the time, B.R.A.Gs
violence interrupters identified the most
dangerous areas for shootings and homi-
cides in the 46™ precinct, which covers
Fordham, University Heights, Morris
Heights, and Mt. Hope. These were East
183" Street up to Fordham Road, and East
188" Street between Jerome Avenue and
the Grand Concourse.

In 2013, there were eight shootings in
these areas. “When we implemented our
program in 2014, there were four shoot-
ings in that hot zone,” Caba said. They
have since expanded their work into the
47th and 52™ precincts. Caba attributes
the effectiveness of B.R.A.G. to the iden-
tity of its messengers, some of whom have
firsthand experience of street violence.
“The key to it is credible messaging,” he

Photo by Miriam Quifiones.
ERIC KING, FOUNDER of Gotham City
Panthers amateur basketball team, at-
tempts a hook shot at Devoe Park’s bas-
ketball courts in Fordham Manor on Tues-
day, March 29, 2022.

said. “The very individuals that were af-
fecting others were the cure. That is why
it is so successful.”

Caba has a pretty good idea of what he
might say in a speech at the tryouts for
Gotham City Panthers, saying he would
start out with simple questions centering
on people’s personal experience with gun
violence and whether they know anyone
who has made it rich off of street activ-
ity.

Meanwhile, besides inviting B.R.A.G.
to his basketball tryouts, King also plans

If you've experienced or witnessed a traumatic event and now have
unwanted memories of the event, struggle with fear and anxiety, feel
isolated from family and friends; or avoid situations that remind you of the
trauma, you may have post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Learn more
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please contact: Fjeve Clinical Research, Inc.
Call or text (212 )772-3570

331-201-00072_Flyer_English_17Jul2019_V1.0

Have had PTSD symptoms for at least 6 months prior to this study

to invite some rappers he knows. He has
had conversations with Azie Faison,
founder of the Hip-Hop group, Mobstyle.
Faison has appeared on VladTV multiple
times. “He has street credibility,” King
said.

Once he has assembled his team,
King would like to place them in tourna-
ments with some of the City’s prominent
teams like the Riverside Hawks and the
New York Gauchos. “I want my team to
play against teams that have established
names, so we can get recognition,” he
said.

Another future goal is to provide
unique opportunities to his players. “I
want to sponsor them so they can do
basketball camps during the offseason,”
King said. “I want to buy them pairs of
sneakers and have family nights where I
take the family out to a Knicks game.”

To cover these expenses, he plans to
seek funding from several sources, in-
cluding the Office of the Bronx Borough
President. “I would ask for a certain
amount and divide it among all those
things I need,” King said. For now, the
priority is to secure use of a gym to sched-
ule practice sessions for his players four
days a week. “I want to get them tourna-
ment ready,” King said.

& cyeniss
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Wayne's new brand is part of o
million dollar remodeling, bringing
state-of-the- art living and cutting-ec
amenities to one of the area’s most
respected five-star facilities for nursing
and rehabilitation.

LVAD Therapies Pulmonary Rehab

Hospice Care Stroke Recovery

Palliative Care OT, PT & Speech

On-Site Specialists Tracheostomy Care

Fulfilling Long Term Care Program Five-Star Amenities

X ks

v
M S ) I l ‘ 3530 Wayne Ave, The Bronx, NY 10467

(718) 655-1700 | info@TheWayneCenter.com

CENTER FOR REHABILITATION & NURSING www.TheWayneCenter.com
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CRIME FILE

76-Year-old Woman
Attacked & Robbed

The NYPD is looking for the
public’s help identifying the per-
son seen in the accompanying
photo who is sought for question-
ing in connection to a robbery
thatoccurred in Fordham Manor.
On Saturday, April 2, at approxi-
mately 1.40 p.m., shortly aftera 76-
year-old woman withdrew money
from an ATM located inside a
bank, located at 1 East Fordham
Road, the person grabbed the vic-
tim’s purse and threw her to the
ground. The assailant then fled,
northbound, on Jerome Avenue
with the victim’s purse. The vic-
tim was transported by EMS to
Saint Barnabas Medical Center
in stable condition with a lacera-
tion to her head.

University Heights: 16-Year-
0Old Robbed at Knifepoint
The NYPD is asking for the
public’s assistance identifying
the individuals seen in the ac-
companying photos who are
sought in connection to a rob-
bery that occurred in Univer-
sity Heights. It was reported to
police that on Sunday, April 3,

at approximately 2 p.m., the vic-
tim, a 16-year-old male, was fol-
lowed into 124 West Fordham
Road (Antillana Supermarket)
by four male individuals.

The group proceeded to steal,
at Kknifepoint, approximately
$80 from the teen’s wallet. They
later gave the wallet back to the
victim and demanded that he
leave the store. The group then
fled on foot to parts unknown.
There were no injuries reported
as a result of the incident. The
suspects are each described as
male, about 18 to 20 years of age.

Fordham Manor: Two Men
Hit in Drive-By Shooting

The NYPD is asking for the
public’s help identifying the in-
dividuals seen in the accompa-
nyingscreenshot who are sought
in connection to an assault that
occurred in Fordham Manor. On
Thursday morning, April 14, at
around 1.40 a.m., police received
a report concerning two males
who had reportedly been shot. A
37-year-old man was standing in
front of 2654 Valentine Avenue
when two males traveling in a
dark vehicle shot at the victim
multiple times, striking him in
the right ankle.

A 25-year-old man was also
struck by a bullet which grazed
hischinontheright-handside as
he was standing in front of 2650
Briggs Avenue. Both victims
were transported to St. Barna-
bas Hospital in stable condition.
There were no other injuries re-
ported as aresult of the incident.
The two perpetrators were last
seen in the dark-colored vehicle.
One was wearing all black and
the other, a light-colored hoodie.

20 Alleged G-Side/Drilly
Gang Members Charged with
Murder, Other Charges

Bronx District Attorney Dar-
cel D. Clark and Police Commis-
sioner Keechant L. Sewell an-
nounced on Thursday, April 7,
that 20 people, including four ad-
olescent offenders, were charged
with various offenses related
to murder, non-fatal shootings,
and stabbings which took place
mainly on East Gun Hill Road,
Hull Avenue and Decatur Av-
enue in Norwood and the sur-
rounding areas.

According to the investiga-
tion, the defendants, alleged
members of the G-Side/Drilly
gang, a subset of the Bloods Sex

Money Murder gang, allegedly
carried out a total of 32 acts of
violence that spanned a three-
year period, between Sept.
20, 2018, and March 15, 2022.
Clark said the 82-count indict-
ment included charges of con-
spiracy, murder, manslaughter,
attempted murder, criminal
possession of a weapon, reck-
less endangerment, assault, at-
tempted assault, and grand lar-
ceny.

The defendants allegedly
carried out fatal shootings, as
well as non-fatal shootings and
stabbings, Killing two people
and leaving six people wounded.
They are prominent in the Drill
rap scene, and in music videos
that were posted to YouTube,
they allegedly boasted about
the acts of violence that they or
their associates carried out. A
total of 18 guns were seized dur-
ing the investigation and three
defendants were also charged
for allegedly committing an act
of violence while held in Rikers
Island.

According to Urban Diction-
ary, drill is a branch of rap mu-
sic that can be compared to trap
music. Both are about life in the
streets, but while trap music is
about the trap (hence the name)
and drug dealing, drill music
is about the violent side of the
streets. “Drill is aggressive,
dark, violent, and about guns
and shootings,” according to Ur-
ban Dictionary.

On Jan. 9, 2019, at approxi-
mately 1 p.m., four defendants,
including one teen and other
individuals, surrounded an 18-
year-old CUNY Prep student as
he left his school and attempted
to rob him, allegedly attacking
the victim with multiple weap-
ons, including a knife. The teen
was seriously injured and re-
quired emergency resuscitation
and life-saving blood transfu-
sions. Video surveillance cap-
tured the incident.

The goal of CUNY Prep is to
offer out-of-school youngsters
an opportunity to pursue an al-
ternative pathway to earn their
High School Equivalency Di-
ploma within a college-going
culture.

On July 20, 2020, as reported,
in front of 3343 Decatur Av-
enue, six defendants, including
two who were teens at the time,
began to chase victim, James
Rivera, 24. Four defendants al-
legedly shot at Rivera multiple
times, and one defendant also
allegedly attempted to stab him
when he fell on the ground. The
victim died of a gunshot wound
to the back.

On Sept. 29, 2020, at around

BY SILE MOLONEY

2 p.m. on East Fordham Road,
as reported, two juvenile defen-
dants allegedly fired shots at
their target in a busy commer-
cial area near a subway station,
endangering the lives of mul-
tiple people, including children.
No one was injured.

On April 25, 2021, inside the
Robert N. Davoren Center in
Rikers Island, three defendants
allegedly assaulted a rival gang
member. On March 17, 2021, four
defendants went to an apart-
ment on Hull Avenue and alleg-
edly shot Delilah Vasquez, 20,
at close range in the forehead,
killing her. Video surveillance
shows the defendants allegedly
entering and fleeing the build-
ing. As reported by Norwood
News at the time, the victim’s
mother was threatened by a
gang in the aftermath of the kill-
ing.

On June 28, 2021, at around 10
p.m., two defendants fired multi-
ple shots at their target in front of
3573 Dekalb Avenue. The shooting
left three innocent bystanders,
a 66-year-old woman, a 39-year-
old man, and a 31-year-old man,
wounded.

On the evening of Oct. 22,
2021, as reported, two defendants
waited outside a barbershop on
East Gun Hill Road for approxi-
mately 15 minutes, then entered
and allegedly fired multiple shots
at their target. The individual
who was getting a haircut at the
time, tried to hide behind a chair
and was shot in the stomach and
leg. He was taken to the hospital
and survived. Surveillance video
of the incident shows patrons
in the barber shop running for
cover.

In the context of the charges,
Clark said in part, “These defen-
dants terrorized residents of the
Fordham/Bedford Park neigh-
borhoods who were forced to run
for their lives as bullets flew. We
thank the NYPD for their intense
work on this investigation. We are
doing all we can to battle the gun
scourge, but more must be done to
deviate young people from a life of
gangs and senseless violence.”

For her part, Sewell said,
“Today’s sweeping indictment
highlights the focused -efforts
that continue to identify the rela-
tively small percentage of people
responsible for much of our city’s
crime and disorder.”

Seven defendants were ar-
raigned Tuesday, April 5, by
Bronx Supreme Court Justices
George Villegas and Naita Semaj,
and are due back in court later
this month. The remaining de-
fendants, who are in custody al-
ready, are awaiting arraignment.
If convicted of the top count of

first-degree conspiracy, four of
the defendants face a minimum of
15-25 years to a maximum of life
in prison.

The arraigned defendants are
Brayan Hernandez, AKA Breezo,
17, Bronx; Jaheim Buchanan,
AKA Jah, 17, Bronx; Anthony
Brea, AKA Chubbs, 17, Bronx; Mi-
chael Brito, AKA Yogi, 20, Bronx;
Ali Doby, AKA Lee Drilly, 19,
Bronx; Claurvin Rosario, AKA
Pegotes, AKA Kelvin Rodriguez,
21, Bronx; and Omar Gibbs, AKA
Leeky, 20, Bronx.

The remaining defendants,
who are in custody already and
awaiting arraignment, are Rich-
ard Santiago, AKA Swift, 21,
Bronx; John Martinez, AKA
Suave Drilly, 23, Bronx; Tabu Har-
ris, AKA Spazz Drilly, 21, Bronx;
Careem Williams, AKA Houdini,
20, Bronx; Mario Jimenez, AKA
MB, 19, Bronx; True Bell, 18,
Bronx; Nasir Carter, AKA Nas
Fourty, 19, Bronx; Donjuan Patter-
son, AKA Bobby Drilly, 17, Bronx;
Precious Williams, AKA PW Jet,
21, Bronx; Daniel Abreu, AKA D-
Dot, 18, Bronx; Brandon Beltres,
AKA Nonstop, 19, Bronx; Angel
Rodriguez, AKA Milly2Drilly, 20,
Bronx; and Briant Gonzalez, AKA
Faze Drilly, 23, Bronx.

If convicted of the top count
of first-degree conspiracy, four of
the defendants face a minimum of
15-25 years to a maximum of life
in prison.

A person arrested and accused
of a crime is innocent unless and
until convicted in a court of law.

Kingsbridge Cell Phone
Robbery

The NYPD said a cell phone
store in Kingsbridge was robbed
at gunpoint on Thursday, April
7. Police said the store, located
at 5609 Broadway, was robbed at
around 6.45 p.m., with the per-
petrator making off with some
merchandise and cash of an un-
disclosed value. Boost Mobile
store is located at the address.
No firm description is currently
available for the perpetrator.
There was one employee and
no customers in the store at the
time of the incident. No shots
were fired, no injuries were re-
ported, and there have been no
arrests. The investigation re-
mains ongoing.

Anyone with information re-
garding this incident is asked to
call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477)
or for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA
(74782). The public can also sub-
mit their tips by logging onto the
Crime Stoppers website at WWW.
NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.COM,
or on Twitter @NYPDTips. All
calls are strictly confidential.
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BAINBRIDGE

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

Bainbridge Nursing & Rehabllitation Center
is pleased to offer the following services:

Tracheostomy Care * Short-Term Rehabiltation PTOT/Speech 6 days
Joint replacementTrauma Injury Recovery Program
Specialized Stroke Rehabllitation Program = IV Tharapy * Hospice and Palllative Cars
Spaciallzed Wound Care Program « Alzheimer’s & Memory Care
Therapeutic Activity Program # Soclal Work Senices » Long-Term Skilled Care Services
Peychological Services * Sub-Acute Skilled Services

3518 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467 - Tel: 718-655-1991 - www.BainbridgeCares.com
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Editor’s Note: We reserve the right to edit letters
for space, clarity, civility and accuracy.

Say What You Mean, Mean What You Say

You should know that Gov. Kathy Hochul re-
cently announced that New York will not allow
Republicans to come and change its reproduc-
tive laws. What she really meant to say but did
not have the audacity to say it, is New York will
not allow the Republicans to come and change
the Democrats’ radical, abortion laws.

She made this declaration, apparently too
ashamed to use the word “abortion.” The left-
ist Democrats have, for too long, controlled the
verbiage and they have successfully done so for
the purpose of confusing voters. They hide be-
hind words that are less harsh, and as a result,
easier to swallow. They change the language
(actual words) to conceal their true intentions
(agenda).

The Left knows they will face the voter’s re-
pudiation which can result in their loss on elec-
tion day. So, the truth is hidden behind care-
fully selected language, crafted to purposely
confuse the voter. This change in words is a
clever, sophisticated, but deceiving strategy
that too often results in uniting a large block of
voters who do not fully understand this play on
words and their true hidden meanings. There-
fore, words used in place of the actual words ap-
pear to be something they are not.

This is intended to, deceitfully, hide Demo-
crats’ leftist agenda, an agenda that most peo-
ple, especially people of faith, do not support.
The voter will unknowingly vote for pro-abor-
tion candidates, and for the very policies they
abhor. Abortion and late-term abortions be-
come laws disguised as “pro-choice rights” or
“reproductive rights” etc.

Most Democrats and elected officials, either
willingly play into this game of semantics or
are too ashamed to publicly say what they re-
ally mean. They will not campaign as a pro-
abortion candidate, and instead they campaign
as “pro-choice” candidates. You see how easier
that is to swallow? I guess this makes them feel
better about themselves. They convince them-
selves that they are doing something “noble,”
something great that would benefit women and
their unborn children.

During campaign season, we often hear
candidates and elected officials proudly say
that they support a “woman’s right to choose”
or they will promise to protect “reproductive
rights,” but don’t be fooled. Please know that
these nice phrases are synonymous to saying
they support “abortion,” that, my dear reader,
leads to the end of an innocent life. As the say-
ing goes, “A spoonful of sugar helps the medi-
cine go down.”

It is important for you to know, that we, as
Christians, followers of Jesus Christ, and be-
lievers in the Holy Scriptures, believe in “re-
production,” not “abortion.” Reproduction pro-
duces life while abortions always lead to death.
Supporters of abortion recognize this fact, so
they will go all out to transform the harsh word
of “abortion” and turn it into something it is not.
Abortion is not “reproductive health.” Abor-
tion is not about being “pro-choice,” when the
only choice is the death of the unborn. Abortion

is not about a “woman’s health” when women
too often have suffered with emotional, mental,
and physical ailments following their abortion
procedures.

It is unfortunate that far too many Christian
voters and people of faith have been purposely
deceived, and do not know that when they sup-
port and vote for a person who publicly says
that they are “pro-choice” or “pro-reproductive
rights,” they are voting for a person who sup-
ports the death of an innocent life who is still in
their mother’s womb.

These changes in our language, this game of
semantics, and the transformation of the true
meaning of the word has negatively impacted
our society. It has caused much confusion, di-
vision, misunderstandings, and the condem-
nation of Christians and other groups of faith.
This has proven to be detrimental to the people
of our City and State.

This is not based on racism, discrimination,
or homophobia, let alone hate speech. This has
everything to do with the truth, transparency,
liberty, freedom of religion, and the free exer-
cise thereof.

Rev. Ruben Diaz Sr.
The Bronx

Federal Discretionary Funds Not
Secured by DOT

On April 6, the Federal Transit Administra-
tion (FTA) published a “Federal Notice of Avail-
able Funding for Federal Fiscal Year 2021.”
The available funding for various projects
makes for interesting reading. Gov. Hochul,
U.S. Sens. Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gilli-
brand, members of the NY congressional del-
egation, Mayor Eric Adams, NYC DOT Com-
missioner Ydanis Rodriguez, and other elected
officials constantly complain that Washington
D.C. shortchanges NYC and the MTA.

Yet none of them has ever said there is still
discretionary FTA funding allocated to two
New York City projects totaling $19 million that
NYC DOT has yet to secure as grants. The al-
locations fall under the category,“Prior Year
Unobligated Allocations for Buses and Bus Fa-
cilities.”

Funding of $9,000,000 is allocated for the Safe
Routes to Transit project, to make infrastruc-
ture, pedestrian safety, and accessibility im-
provements for transit riders along 86th Street
in Brooklyn, and $10,000,000 is allocated for the
South Bronx BX6 Select Bus Service.

DOT should have previously submit-
ted grant applications to avail of this funding.
Has DOT entered formal grant applications
in FTA’s Transit Award Management System,
used to award and manage federal grants? If
so, has DOT failed to answer all of FTA’S con-
cerns and issues as part of any ongoing grant
review?

The availability of these funds will lapse
in September 2023 and will be lost. DOT is in
intense competition with other transit agen-
cies from other cities and states around the na-
tion. It hurts NYC, the MTA, and the Metro NY
area when DOT leaves these discretionary dol-
lars on the table, year after year. Our congres-
sional delegation also loses credibility when
lobbying for more transit dollars.

There is no incentive for Washington to ap-
prove additional discretionary transit dol-

lars. As each year goes by, project costs also tend
to increase. The dollar value of the earmarked
funding does not. In the end, taxpayers and
commuters are the losers. When will Mayor Ad-
ams and DOT Commissioner Rodriguez make
this a priority and secure these funds?

Larry Penner,
Great Neck

Free Workers from Slave Wages

The Norwood News “Faith for Fair Play
Rally” article spotlights how even our coun-
try’s most essential workers are paid horribly
low poverty wages. The article cites an October
2021 report, “The High Cost of Low Wages,” that
stated that 74 percent of New York seniors and
people with disabilities were unable to retain
their home care workers in 2021. Many such
workers have left this profession due to wages
as low as $12.50 an hour.

This is a violation of the current minimum
wage laws that require $15 an hour in New York
City, Long Island and Westchester as well as
$13.20 an hour in the rest of the State. But even
if wages were raised to those levels, they would
still be poverty wages. The federal minimum
wage is $7.25 an hour, which is ridiculous. Such
salaries should be considered a violation of the
Thirteenth Amendment.

What’s worse is how important this work
is, and how hard it is, but the majority of work-
ers are underpaid, while the concentration of
wealth among the richest gets greater. Forbes
magazine’s October 8, 2020, headline said it per-
fectly, “Top 1% of U.S. Households Hold 15 Times
More Wealth Than Bottom 50% Combined.”
The U.S. is the eighth wealthiest country in the
world according to World Population Review
but, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, as of
2020, 11.4 percent of our population was poor.

But it’s much worse when you consider that
the official U.S. poverty rate is $12,880 a year
for a single person, and $28,500 a year for a fam-
ily of four. Try affording rent, food, clothing,
transportation, and health care on $28,501 a
year as a single person.

Obviously, the richest people can afford to
pay much higher salaries and more taxes so that
all our citizens can receive the complete health
care coverage that all other developed nations
provide their people, but the problem is greed.
Even though their wealth has continued to in-
crease during the pandemic, like the gangster
played by Edward G. Robinson in “Key Largo,”
they still want “MORE! MORE! MORE!”

Income distribution in this country is like
the food distribution in the Kramden residence
[from the 1950s show, “The Honeymooners”].
When her mother asks Alice, “You look frail, are
you getting enough to eat?” she answers, “You
wouldn’t say that if you saw the food bills.” Her
mother replies, “I don’t doubt the bills are high,
but how much of the food are you getting?”
Areportfrom Princeton and Northwestern Uni-
versities concludes that the U.S. is not a democ-
racy, but an oligarchy. This is based not only on
theunequaldistribution of wealthbutalsoonthe
greater influence the richest people have on our
elected officials. This is ironic considering how
often the media refers to Russia as an oligarchy.

Richard Warren,
Van Cortlandt Village
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Bronxites Remember Happy
Land Fire 32 Years Later

by DAVID GREENE

Unable to gather for the annual me-
morial event for two consecutive years
due to COVID-19 restrictions, family
members of the 87 people killed in the
1990 Happy Land Social Club fire gath-
ered in late March with members of
Bronx Community Board 6 and elected
officials, to remember, once again, the
victims of the tragic event.

A smaller crowd than in past years,
the group gathered on Friday, March
25, in the small park located at South-
ern Boulevard and East Tremont Av-
enue, where a monument is erected
across the street from where the fire
occurred at 1959 Southern Boulevard
in the West Farms section of the bor-
ough.

Lt. Roy David, a member of EMS
for the last 48 years, was present on
the day to pay his respects. Mingling
among those in attendance and speak-
ing informally to them, he recalled be-
ing part of the first EMS team that ar-
rived at the scene of the tragedy. “The
call came across of rubbish burning in
front,” he said. “I pulled up over here,
and I was told by the firemen that there
were up to 100 people inside and I said,
‘Where?’ Because there was no sign or
anything.”

David continued, “It was upstairs,
and the two windows were blocked by
these two huge air-conditioners.” He
recalled treating one of the lone sur-
vivors, the club’s disc-jockey, who ap-
parently ran through the flames. Only
six people escaped the blaze accord-

Photo by David Greene
EMS LT. ROY DAVID takes his turn to
read the names of some of the 87 victims
who lost their lives in the Happy Land So-
cial Club fire of March 25, 1990, during
an event marking the 32" anniversary of
the fire in the West Farms section of the
Bronx on March 25, 2022.

Times. The outlet reported that Happy
Land was found to have lacked fire ex-
its, alarms and sprinklers, prompting
City officials to belatedly form a task
force to toughen and enforce regula-
tions governing social clubs.

On his reason for attending the an-
nual vigil, David later told Norwood
News, “It’s something that still reso-
nates in my heart. It’s a very sad situa-
tion and it was a very tragic event from
then until now. It’s just good, and very
supportive to have all of these people
around, you know...the families and
people from the community all join-
ing together just to commemorate this
event.”

Bronx Borough President Vanessa
Gibson was also in attendance and
spent some time speaking informally
with family members of the victims.
The vigil took place just two-months
after the Bronx’s most recent mass fire
tragedy, the Twin Parks Northwest fire
at 333, East 181st Street in
Fordham Heights. As reported, that
fire Kkilled 17 people, including 9 chil-
dren on Sunday, Jan. 9, and was caused
by a faulty space heater. The situation
was worsened by non-functioning, self-
closing doors, a factor which impeded
residents from escaping due to heavy
smoke. A class action legal case has
been launched by residents of the pub-
lic housing complex against both the
property managers and the City.

Referencing the ongoing relief ef-
forts in the wake of the tragedy, Gibson
said, “We’ve set areally high standard,
and now, everyone wants to be accom-
modated to that level, which is a lot.”
She then spoke of three or four fami-
lies who did not live at Twin Parks but
who had lost family members in the
blaze, including a 2-year-old child who
died while staying with a babysitter in
the building.

Meanwhile, due to prevailing
COVID-19 social distancing restric-
tions which were in effect on the last
two anniversaries of the Happy Land
Social Club tragedy, including on the
30th anniversary in 2020, Carmen Cri-
santo of Belmont had been unable to
visit the park where the Happy Land
Memorial Monument is located in
memory of the victims.

Instead, she said she stood outside
the locked iron fence to pay her re-
spects to her sister, Justa Gladys Ba-
tiz, who was just 25 when she died in
the fire. “From day one, every year 1
would come here and provide flowers,
and we used to gather at the church
down the block,” she said. “We used
to go there for the mass and then from

Photo by David Greene
MOURNERS OF THE Happy Land Social Club fire of March 25, 1990, read the names
of the 87 victims who lost their lives in the fire during an event marking the 32" anniver-
sary of the tragedy on March 25, 2022, in the West Farms section of The Bronx.

there, we would come here.”

Crisanto continued, “My sister
would be 57 years old [this year]. Yes-
terday, I couldn’t sleep because I knew
Iwas going to come down here, and ev-
ery time I think about it, I don’t want
to think about it, but I have to, because
I was the one that identified my sister
when the tragedy happened, because
they took pictures of all the dead bod-
ies, and I remember the school right
there.”

She concluded, “That’s where they
took all the pictures, and the relatives
had to come and identify the pictures.”
Cristano said she was able to identify
her sister at the P.S. 67 location from
her yellow dress and curly hair.

State Sen. Luis Sepualveda (S.D. 32)
also spoke to the crowd and said he had
been approached by Ivine Galarza, the
former chairwoman of Bronx Commu-
nity Board 6, and by family members
of the victims who suggested some
type of sign be hung on the fence out-
side the park, in addition to the monu-
ment plaque, that would tell the story
of the fire tragedy. He said Galarza
also suggested the park be kept open
“every single day” so family members
could visit on birthdays and anniver-
saries.

Family, community board mem-
bers, and David later took turns read-
ingthe 87 names of those who perished
in the fateful blaze.

After the ceremony, Norwood News
asked Gibson about the suggestion of
keeping the park open. “As of right
now, it’s closed all the time and so,
we would really like to work with the
Parks Department to find a responsi-
ble way of opening this memorial [site]
and providing access to family mem-
bers and friends,” she said.

The borough president added, “I
don’t know that we necessarily want
to open this up as a full-fledged park,
with the normal park regulations and
rules because obviously, I want to be
very concerned about maintaining

the sanctity of this place, with a sense
of dignity, and I don’t want it to be
the victim of any vandalism or any-
thing.”

The park housing the Happy Land
memorial monument was later found
to be open on Saturday, April 16,
but this may have been the result of
“normal” access to the park having
resumed around Easter time. Calls
placed with Bronx Community Board
6 on the matter were not immedi-
ately returned.

In the aftermath of the Happy Land
blaze in 1990, detectives tracked down
the perpetrator, Julio Gonzalez, who
they said had flown into a rage with
his on-again, off-again girlfriend,
Lydia Feliciano, who had been at the
club on the night of the tragedy. Gon-
zalez intentionally started the fire.
He was sentenced to 25 years to life
in prison and died of a heart attack in
2016, while serving his sentence.

The Happy Land Social Club fire
remains the second deadliest fire in
New York City history, after the Tri-
angle Shirtwaist Factory fire, which
occurred in the Greenwich Village
neighborhood of Manhattan. Ironi-
cally, it occurred on the same date
as Happy Land, on March 25, 1911. It
claimed the lives of 146 garment work-
ers, including 123 women and girls,
and 23 men.

Similar to what happened follow-
ing the recent Twin Parks fire trag-
edy, where a swath of fire prevention
and fire safety legislation was kick-
started at all levels of government, the
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire also
led to new legislation that brought
about improved safety conditions
in sweatshops. It also prompted the
founding of the International Ladies’
Garment Workers’ Union which today
is called the Unite Here Labor Union.
It currently has nearly 300,000 active
members.

*Sile Moloney contributed to this
story.
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EVENTS

Celebrate a Car-Free Earth Day at
Mosholu Parkway South from Van
Cortlandt Park East to Bainbridge
Avenue on Saturday, April 23, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. with NYC Department of
Transportation. Join Bird, Lime and Veo
for e-scooter demonstrations, including
accessible scooters for people with
ambulatory disabilities. There will

also be family-friendly events and
environmental focused activities. For
more information, go to https://on.nyc.

gov/3EwDEyZ.

To celebrate the 125th anniversary
of DeWitt Clinton High School, two
events will be held, and 100 percent
of the profits from both events will

go to the DeWitt Clinton Alumni
Association Scholarship Fund which
benefits the school’s students as they
pursue their educational careers. An
Alumni Association Dinner will take
place at Marina Del Rey in the Throggs
Neck section of The Bronx on May 26.
To register, go to:

https://www.dewittclintonalumni.
com/. A golf outing at Pelham Bay Golf
Course will be held on August 2. To
register, go to: https://bit.ly/3MKAEly.

Bronx Fashion Week returns to the
3 floor food court at The Mall at Bay
Plaza, located at 200 Baychester
Avenue, in Baychester on Saturday,
May 7, at 3 p.m. Bronx Fashion Week
initiates innovative events that attract
a multitude of fashion influencers.

The events have become preferred

for diverse and inclusive audiences,
and their objective is to provide real-
time business opportunities to local
emerging and established designers, to
showcase their skills and abilities in an
industry that is often non-accessible.

According to the organizers, Bronx
Fashion Week is already shaping up

to be one of the most amazing fashion
experiences at The New Mall at Bay
Plaza. Surrounded by over 100 retailers
from The Bronx, the mall has over 25
million visitors per year. Designers
being showcased include Callejas
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SOCCER
SWIMMING
DANCE

YOGA

ART

SAMBA

FITNESS CLASSES
RUN CLUB

ESL CLASSES
GYMNASTICS
SPACE FOR RENT
BLUE SEALS SWIM TEAM

MARLINS ADULT SWIM TEAM

TECH CREW (STEAM)

Atelier, Yo Soy Mia, Mia Roman,
Boulevard Menswear, Daysi Collection,
Macy’s, Forever 21, and Ashley
Stewart.

MUSIC

The Riverdale Choral Society will
perform Ein Deutsches Requiem by
Johannes Brahms on Sunday, May 22,
at 3 p.m. at Christ Church, Riverdale,
located at 5040 Henry Hudson
Parkway in The Bronx. Tickets are $25
and may be purchased online or at
the door. The concert is dedicated to
the memory of Rita Schlein, a former
choir member. For more information,
call (718) 543 2219 or email
riverdalechoral@gmail.com.

In honor of Duke Ellington’s birthday
and April’s Jazz Appreciation Month,
spend a beautiful day on the Happy
Birthday Duke! Trolley Tour, visiting
the final resting places of the Jazz
Greats of Woodlawn, on Sunday, April
24, at noon. From the dawn of the Jazz
Age until today, hundreds of celebrated
jazz musicians have been memorialized
at Woodlawn.

W.C. Handy, Coleman Hawkins, King
Oliver, Bricktop, William “Sonny”
Greer, Charles “Cootie” Williams, King
Oliver, Milt Jackson, Jackie McLean,
Clark Terry, and Florence Mills. Duke
Ellington, Lionel Hampton, lllinois
Jacquet, Miles Davis and Max Roach
are all together in Woodlawn’s famous
jazz corner. To purchase tickets, go to:
https://bit.ly/3vyTo0g. Enter through
the Jerome Avenue entrance.

ART

Beyond the Canvas exhibition

is showing at The Green House
Gallery, located at 315 East 201+t
Street, Bronx, NY 10458, from April
15 to May 15, 2022, and features
works by Melissa Martinez, Tehmina
Brohi, Blanka Amezhua, and Gabiriel
Garcia Raman. The exhibition is
curated by Ella Santos. An opening
reception will be held on April 22, at
6 p.m. For additional information and
appointments, email ella@ellasantosart.
com.

MOVEMENT

Bronx Buccaneers football club meets
in the Williamsbridge Oval, located at
3225 Reservoir Oval East, Bronx, NY
10467, in Norwood on Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of the team’s
Tackle football program. Kids are
taught the fundamentals of football in
a safe, fun atmosphere. Understanding
there is more to football, the
Buccaneers strive to develop the
students/athletes, and the hope is that
the players will use the program not
only as a steppingstone to advance

to upper-level sports in High School
and college, but also as a means to
engage in positive behavior and as

a healthy distraction from idleness
which club coaches say can lead

to poor decisions. The Buccaneers
accept kids from any community, boys
or girls, ages 6 to 14. Contact Tasha
Andrews at (917) 662-3632 for further
information.
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COVID-19 UPDATES
Omicron BA.2 (Stealth) Variant

The Omicron BA.2 (stealth) variant is now the
dominant coronavirus strain in the U.S. since late
March 2022, according to the Centers for Disease
Control & Prevention (CDC). The Omicron variant
is comprised of a number of lineages and sub-lin-
eages, the three most common being BA.1, BA.1.1
and BA.2.

As of April. 19, citywide COVID-19 cases were
increasing but hospitalizations, and deaths were
still on the decline, according to NYC Department
of Health & Mental Hygiene (DOHMH). Meanwhile,
the NYS Health Department is now using an alert
level system that tracks COVID-19 transmission and
health care capacity in the city. These levels aim to
help New Yorkers understand what precautions need
to be taken and how to best protect themselves and
others based on each level. For more information in
English and other languages, go to: https://wwwl.
nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/covid/covid-19-
alert-levels.pdf.

Therisk rate was low as of April 19, despite rising
cases. However, Dr. Ashwin Vasan, health commis-
sioner with NYC Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene, said during the last week in March, “We’re
asking for a bit more patience and a bit of grace.
Cases are definitively rising, and it’s gotten our at-
tention. They will continue to rise over the next few
weeks, and it’s likely that over these weeks, we will
move into a different level of overall risk across the
city. Masking, along with getting vaccinated, getting
boosted if you're eligible, testing regularly, and get-
ting treated are the best tools we have to take on this
virus, whatever it throws at us, and you should inte-
grate those tools into your daily lives as we adapt to
the next phase of this pandemic.”

DOHMH officials said additional at-home test-
ing Kkits are being distributed en masse to all New
Yorkers in the coming weeks to allow people to stay
at home if sick, and a new telemedicine service will
also be implemented to ascertain whether New York-
ers who contract the new variant need access to life-
saving COVID-19 treatment [oral pills], to prevent
hospitalization and death. DOHMH officials said
that if people do need the treatment, it will be deliv-
ered same day to their homes so that, again, they will
not need to leave their homes, thereby curtailing the
spread of the virus and keeping the City open.

COVID-19 Vaccination Updates

NYS Department of Health (DOH) officials have
said New Yorkers who are 12 and older who received
their Pfizer-BioNTech initial vaccine series at least
five months ago are now eligible for the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech booster. New Yorkers who are 18 and older who
received the Moderna initial vaccine series at least
five months ago or the Janssen/Johnson & Johnson
COVID-19 vaccine at least two months ago, are eli-
gible for a booster dose.

Children aged 5 to 11 with certain immunocom-
promising conditions who received their Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech initial vaccine series at least 28 days ago are
eligible for an additional dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine. Dosages vary for different groups. All indi-
viduals 5 years of age and older that reside in the
United States are eligible to receive the vaccine. FDA

fact sheets for recipients and caregivers on each vac-
cine are available on the FDA’s website.

COVID vaccines are widely available at pharma-
cies, local health departments, clinics, Federally
Qualified Health Centers, and other locations across
the state, irrespective of immigration status. To
scheduleanappointmentdirectly ata New York State-
run site, go to https://am-i-eligible.covid19vaccine.
health.ny.gov/ and follow the instructions. Walk-in
appointments are also accepted at New York State
mass vaccination sites for all eligible individuals.

State Health officials said a booster dose helps
maximize protection, prolongs the vaccine’s durabil-
ity, and continues to safeguard communities against
the virus. Visit the CDC’s website: https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vac-
cines/janssen.html, for more information.

Guidelines for Business & Other
Public Settings

For the latest COVID-19 business guidelines and
industry guidance from New York State Department
of Health, go to: https://forward.ny.gov/active-indus-
try-guidance. All businesses must develop a written
business safety plan to outline how their workplaces
will prevent the spread of COVID-19.

According to the NYC Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene, workers in New York City who per-
form in-person work or interact with the public in
the course of business must show proof that they
have received a COVID-19 vaccine. Businesses may
not allow any unvaccinated workers to work at their
workplace. A workplace is considered any location
— including a vehicle — where you work in the pres-
ence of at least one other person. New York City has
discontinued the Key to NYC vaccination require-
ment as of March 7, 2022, for customers. Businesses
can still choose to require proof of vaccination.

New York State announced that effective March
2, masks are no longer required in schools. How-
ever, Mayor Eric Adams announced on Friday, April
1, that New York City will keep its school mask man-
date in place for children under 5 due to the recent
uptick in coronavirus cases in New York City and be-
cause such children cannot yet get vaccinated. The
State also announced that effective February 10, the
statewide indoor business mask or vaccine require-
ment is lifted.

As of March 1, masks are still required at indoor
train stations and onboard subways, commuter rail,
buses, and paratransit vehicles. New Yorkers do not
have to wear a mask at outdoor train stations and
platforms, or at bus stops, but must wear a mask once
they board a train, bus, or paratransit vehicles. Rid-
ers who refuse to wear a mask could get a $50 fine.

COVID-19 Vaccine Exceptions and
Reasonable Accommodations

This private sector workplace requirement does
not apply to people who work alone, at home or oth-
erwise, and do not have in-person contact with co-
workers or others in the course of their business;
people who enter a workplace briefly for a limited
purpose, such as to use the bathroom; performing
artists and college or professional athletes; or people
who have requested reasonable accommodations for
medical or religious reasons. If a worker is granted a
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reasonable accommodation, businesses must record
the basis for the accommodation and keep support-
ing documentation.

MTA Rider Feedback Survey
New York City Transit and the MTA are inviting
New Yorkers to participate in a survey to obtain feed-
back on public transportation on subways and buses
in New York City. To complete the survey, go to:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NYCT-CoMET.

Sophomore Skills Course

The 2022 New York Cares/Fordham Bedford
Community Services Sophomore Skills program is
a partnership to offer college preparation classes to
high school sophomores. This program will be of-
fered through Fordham Bedford Community Ser-
vices. This year, the course will be offered remotely.
If you are accepted into this program, New York
Cares volunteers and FBCS Staff will tutor you and
share strategies to prepare you for success in taking
your SAT Exam. This tutorial program is a 2-hour,
weekly-commitment that lasts from April 2022 to
June 2022. The class is from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For more
information, click https://bit.ly/3LGoJEQ.

Notice of Replacement of Trunk Water Mains,
Rehabilitation of Sewers in Norwood
and Woodlawn Heights

NYC Department of Design and Construction
(DDC) has advised that a replacement of the trunk
and distribution water mains and a rehabilitation of
the sewers istaking place in Norwood and Woodlawn
Heights during the second quarter of 2022. Residents
should expect water service interruptions, trash col-
lection changes, new traffic patterns, and increased

levels of dust and noise while the project is ongoing.

DDC has advised of the following
impacts to the community:

There will be a temporary rerouting, around
the clock until June 30, of BX16, BX34, and BXM4,
northbound, from Bainbridge Avenue, between East
212th Street and Jerome Avenue, to Jerome Avenue,
between East 212th Street and Bainbridge Avenue.
Board the bus at 210th Street.

There will be a temporary rerouting, around the
clock until June 30, of BX10, westbound, on East Gun
Hill Road and the intersection of Bainbridge Ave-
nue. Board the bus on East Gun Hill Road between
Rochambeau and Dekalb Avenues.

There will be no curbside parking, around the
clock until June 30, on Bainbridge Avenue, between
East Gun Hill Road and 211th Street.

There will be a temporary lane closure, around
the clock until June 30, northbound, on Bainbridge
Avenue between Jerome Avenue and East Gun Hill
Road. Residents are asked to be mindful of traffic de-
tours and message boards.

Donate Life Month
April is National Donate Life Month. Residents
are encouraged to register as an organ donor. Mon-
tefiore Health System is hosting a number of edu-
cational events throughout the month. Email It-
revino@montefiore.org or call (718) 798 4285 for more
information.




Shop local

and Save'!

Small businesses and big
savings awail at the
Jeroma Gun Hill BID.

jeromaegunhillbid.org r'EJ] @jeromegunhillbid
BID hotline 718-324-4946

APARTMENT)
FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF.. AMO*

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE OROANIZATION

1601 Brorxdale Avenue - Broao, MY 10462 - T 718 518 8000 - P 718 516 8585
wiw'w langsanmpropertysenioss com

Classifieds

Professional Directory

Computer Repair
Computer Repair Upgrade, troubleshooting, lap-top overheats, cracked
screen, broken power jack, virus removal, data recovery. Call James
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Public and Community Meetings

The next 52" PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL meeting will be
held on Thursday, April 28, at 7 p.m., in person at The King Hall Build-
ing, Monroe College, located at 2501 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10468. Call
the 52nd Precinct Community Affairs office at (718) 220-5824 to be added to
the email list. Proof of vaccination required.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, BRONX COMMUNITY
BOARD 7 meetings have been held via ZOOM. The next full board meeting
will be held on Tuesday, April 26 at 6.30 p.m. via Zoom. The meeting ID
is 859 4776 2187 or by phone (646) 558-8656. Contact KCabreraCarrera@
cb.nyc.gov to be added to the distribution list.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, BEDFORD MOSHOLU
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION meetings have been held via ZOOM. The
meetings are usually held on the first Wednesday of each month at 8
p.m. The last meeting was held on April. 6. For further details, contact bed-
fordmosholu@verizon.net.

Fordham Manor: Search for
13-Year-0ld Missing Boy

By SILE MOLONEY

The NYPD is seeking the public’s
assistance locating a 13-year-old boy
who was reported missing in Ford-
ham Manor on Sunday, April 17. An-
gel Berroa of 2700 Jerome Avenue,
Bronx, NY was last seen on Friday,
April 15, at 7.30 p.m. inside his home.
He is described as male, is around 5
feet, 6 inches tall, Hispanic, weighs 140
pounds, and has brown eyes and brown
hair. He was last seen wearing a black
sweater, black pants, and black sneak-
ers. Anyone with information regard-
ing this missing person is asked to call
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at
1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish,
1-888-57-PISTA (74782). The public can
also submit their tips by logging onto
the Crime Stoppers website at https://
crimestoppers.nypdonline.
org/, or on Twitter @NYPDTips.
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hen a death occurs, most
New Yorkers aren’t sure
who to turn to or what
to do. We recently spoke
ith The Woodlawn Cemetery about how
hey help individuals put their end-of-life
preferences in writing ahead of time to pre-
ent their loved ones from having to make
decisions on their behalf.
Norwood News: How does
oodlawn help families with making
difficult end-of-life decisions?
Woodlawn: Our Family Service Associ-
ates work with individuals and families to
address their preferences about end-of-life
arrangements. This includes offering our
omplimentary Personal Planning Orga-
nizer, to gather all the information
needed for final arrangements in one
place. Then, when the time comes
or loved ones to make decisions,
he process is easier. Not to mention you
an secure today’s payment rate with
he decisions you make.
NN: What type of
ypically needed
arrangements?
Woodlawn: Essentially, the location
of all of your important documents. This
in-cludes  social security numbers,
marriage licenses, and military
discharge papers. Where to find bank,
retirement, and invest-ment accounts.

information is
when making

How to locate insurance policies,
eterans, and social security ben-
efits, and of course, preferences for

uneral and cemetery arrangements.

We provide families with a Person-
al Planning Organizer so they can col-
lect all the information that the funeral
home or cemetery will need and ask for
at the time of death. When properly filled
out, this organizer can simply be handed
over to the funeral home and

emetery so bereaved family members
don’t have to dig through documents for
hese de-tails in their time of grief. We
offer book-lets for singles, married

Woodlawn: During these unusual times,
our Family Service Associates are able to
meet with families either in person (with
safety precautions) or virtually. If you
choose to meet virtually, our staff can walk
you through property selection via our web-
site. If needed, multiple family members can
participate in a contactless appointment at
the same time. We are here to make sure
that all your questions are answered and
that you receive the highest level of service
whether you choose to meet with us in per-
son or virtually.

NN: What are some of the options that
Woodlawn offers for memorializing a
loved one?

Woodlawn: There are many options for
traditional burial and cremation including
private mausoleums, community mauso-
leums, traditional burial with a headstone,
cremation benches, niches, and more. It’s
important for an individual to express their
preferences between traditional burial and
cremation, and which type of burial is pre-
ferred: in ground, above ground, or crema-
tion. This is a great example of a question
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that can be addressed in the Personal Plan-
ning Organizer. Most people have a strong
opinion on their own final disposition, and
it’simportant to make sure those preferenc-
es are in writing.
NN: With the rise in cremation, what kinds of
questions are you hearing from families?
Woodlawn: Most families want to know
what their options are. After all, according to
a 2019 report by the National Funeral Direc-
tors Association (NFDA), the cremation rate
in the U.S. is projected to be 78.7% by 2040.
That is a huge increase compared to previ-
ous years. Families need to know there are
meaningful options for cremated remains.
We hear from so many who have the crema-
ted remains of aloved one athome and aren’t
sure what do to with them. We’ll make sure
you understand all of your options and talk
through what is best for you and your family.
NN: What do you say to these families?
Woodlawn: First, we explain how impor-
tant it is to have a place they can come
back to over the years to visit their loved
one who has died. This is an essential part
of the grieving process and one that is

In-person or virtual tours available. Visit www.woodlawn.org.

often overlooked. Then we advise them td
come to Woodlawn to see their options fo
themselves. We have something for every
one and every budget. We also make sure
to tell families that Woodlawn is proud td
be an exclusive provider in the Bronx of thg
Cremation With Confidence ™ Guarantee
This means that we own and operate ou
own crematory and follow a 10-step pro
cess that ensures your loved one is treated
with dignity and respect throughout the
cremation process. We take our responsi
bilities very seriously and want families tq
know that.

NN: What is the next step families|
should take?

Woodlawn: Call us to make an appoint:
ment to meet with one of our Family Ser
vice Associates in person or virtually. They
will help you know exactly what to do
and explain your options so you can ulti
mately reduce stress on your family. Cal
718-920-0500 or visit www.woodlawn.ord
for more information.

The Woodlawn Cemetery is located af
4199 Webster Ave., Bronx, NY.

Fersonal
Planning
Organirer
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HEALTH
CHECK

Health Equity During National
Minority Health Month

By ELIZABETH SPURRELL-HUSS

April is National Minority Health Month which
also includes National Public Health Week. This
year, many healthcare and public health orga-
nizations, like the U.S Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC), are using the
month to raise awareness about health equity and
why it is important for everyone.

What is Health Equity?

Research has shown that our health depends
on much more than what we eat (or don’t eat!), our
genes, or how well we follow doctors’ orders. In
fact, where we live, work, play, and pray greatly in-
fluences our health and longevity.

Unfortunately, in many parts of the U.S., in-
cluding in The Brongx, there are large discrepan-
cies when it comes to how healthy different com-
munities are. Called health inequities, these gaps
in health are often due to a history of unfair poli-
cies and practices that have left neighborhoods
without access to healthy food, safe streets, afford-
able homes, good jobs, or quality schools.

Despite its rich history of community organiz-
ing and advocacy, The Bronx is considered New
York State’s unhealthiest county. According to the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s County Health
Rankings, since 2009 the Bronx has ranked 62 of
New York State’s 62 counties in both health out-
comes and health factors.

Health outcomes include things like length and
quality of life, while health factors include things
like smoking, cancer screening, poverty rate, and
housing problems. This means that The Bronx is
overburdened by chronic diseases like diabetes,
cancer, and asthma, and overall quality of life for
Bronx residents is poorer.

However, there is some good news. According
to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s County
Health Ranking, Bronxites are living longer, on
average, than just a few years ago. Bronx residents
are also using more opportunities to exercise and
are drinking less alcohol.

We all deserve to live our healthiest life! Pro-
moting health equity means increasing opportuni-
ties for everyone to live our healthiest life, no mat-
ter who we are, where we live, or how much money
we make. While we all need to be responsible for
our own health by eating well, exercising, getting
enough rest, and seeing our healthcare provider
regularly, some groups have been given fewer op-
portunities to do these things, and their overall
health suffers.

Groups that have often faced discrimination
and/or been excluded from opportunities for
health are people of color, people living in poverty,
people with disabilities, and women.

What Can You Do?
We must work together to improve the condi-

YOUR DREAM HOME
IS WITHIN REACH

Receive up to

toward

the purchase of your first home.

If you're a first-time homebuyer
planning to buy a home in New
York City or the New York counties
of Nassau, Westchester, Suffolk,
Putnam or Rockland, you may be
eligible for the Homebuyer Dream
Program.

Member

FDIC =%=

www.ridgewoodbank.com/homebuyerdreamprogram

Eligible borrowers can receive up to $9,500. Certain conditions and restrictions apply.
Program subject to change or discontinuance without notice.

Michael O’Leary | NMLS# 601400

moleary@ridgewoodbank.com

tions that impact health, especially for groups
who lack access or who face discrimination. In
honor of National Minority Health Month, here
are some tips for how to improve health equity in
your community:

- Start a conversation about health equity
in your church, school, community center
—wherever!

«  Share health education and resource in-
formation with your networks.

«  Get to know your elected officials; call or
write and ask them to prioritize the health
of The Bronx.

«  Advocate for policies that improve access
to affordable housing, quality schools,
healthy food, and safe streets.

Let us know what your health priorities are;
complete our Community Health Needs As-
sessment at https:/www.gnyhasurveys.org/
CHNA2022.

What is the Community Health

Needs Assessment?

Do you live in the Bronx? Montefiore wants
to know what matters to you! Every three years
Montefiore completes a Community Health Needs
Assessment (CHNA) to understand the resources
and health needs of our communities. We use this
information to support the needs of our patients
and communities across the borough.

Go to the following link to answer a brief, 10-
minute anonymous survey and share it with your
community: https://www.gnyhasurveys.org/
CHNA2022

Elizabeth Spurrell-Huss is director of health eq-
uity programs in the office of community and popu-
lation health at Montefiore Health System.

Barbara Mongiello | NMLS# 646649

bmongiel@ridgewoodbank.com

Yvon Ponce De Leon | NMLS# 626896
yponcedeleon@ridgewoodbank.com
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U.S. VA Calm Fears amid News of VA Medical Center Closures

By SILE MOLONEY

U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (VA) deputy secretary, Donald
Remy, sought to alleviate fears among
Bronx veterans during a visit to the
Bronx VA medical center on Friday,
April 8, in the context of VA’s ongo-
ing Asset and Infrastructure Review
(AIR), a study of the current and future
health care needs of veterans across
the country in the context of existing
VA medical centers.

His visit follows recent suggestions
by the U.S. VA to potentially close the
Brooklyn and Manhattan VA medical
centers. Though no date has been set
for such potential closures, the news
has, nonetheless, caused concern
among Bronx veterans about the im-
pact any such closures may have on
the Bronx VA facility.

Located at 130 West Kingsbridge
Road in Fordham Manor, the hospital’s
official name is the James J. Peters
Veterans Affairs Medical Center, and
it is a tertiary care facility, serving
some of the 58,000 local U.S. veterans
in New York City and beyond. Tertiary
care means highly specialized medi-
cal care, usually over an extended
period of time that involves advanced
and complex procedures and treat-
ments, performed by medical special-
ists in state-of-the-art facilities.

The Bronx VA facility is also a
teaching hospital providing a full
range of patient care services, with
state-of-the-art technology, as well as
education. VA officials say it is the top
performing VA for research in the re-
gion, and that comprehensive health
care is provided through primary
care, tertiary care, and long-term care
in areas of medicine, general and spe-
cialty surgery, psychiatry, physical
medicine and rehabilitation, neurol-
ogy, oncology, dentistry, geriatrics,
and extended care.

The center is part of VA Network
2, which includes facilities in Man-
hattan, Brooklyn, Castle Point and
Montrose (Hudson Valley), Northport
(Long Island), St. Albans (Queens),
New York, and East Orange and Ly-
ons in New Jersey. The center’s acting
director, Rosemary Cancel-Santiago,
accompanied Remy, among others, on
the tour of The Bronx campus, where
a brief press conference was held in
front of the Fisher House building.

During his remarks, Remy said he
wanted to visit The Bronx facility to
hear what was on the minds of the staff
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF Veterans Affairs (VA) deputy secretary, Donald Remy (gray
suit) holds a brief press conference during a visit to the Bronx VA medical center, lo-
cated at 130 West Kingsbridge Road in Fordham Manor on Friday, April 8, 2022.

both in terms of the opportunities they
saw at the center and also the chal-
lenges they faced in serving veterans.

“I learned about our robotics pro-
gram that helps our veterans who
have spinal injuries, get up and walk-
ing, those who might have limited mo-
bility, those who are paralyzed alto-
gether, and the equipment that helps
them have a better life through being
able to be mobile, and to engage in the
fashion that they have in the past,” he
said.

Remy added that he also talked a
lot with the teams about mental health
services. “We have one of the greatest
mental health capacities here in The
Brongx, at this medical center,” he said.
“Utilizing the services and expertise
available here......the focus on mental
health is fantastic.”

In reference to the AIR commis-
sion, which he equated to a market as-
sessment, he said, “One thing that’s
important for people to understand is
we don’t plan on leaving any market.”
He added, “There are lots of people
that have suggested that the air com-
mission recommendations will result
in the abandonment of any particular
market [serving veterans]. That’s not
the case.”

He said the AIR’s mission was to
try to make sure the VA was best posi-
tioned, together with the community,
to provide the services that veterans
needed and how it could best deliver
those services to the VA communities
that needed them the most. “This is
just the beginning,” he added. “These

are recommendations that are being
made to a commission,” he said, add-
ing that the commission would then
assemble, take the recommendations,
analyze them, hold public meetings,
and ultimately make determinations
as to what they’ll recommend to the
president.

“Then, the President will make
determinations that have to go to the
Congress, so we're a long way away
from any changes being made,” Remy
said. In terms of his visit highlights,
he said, “What I've seen in many of
our medical centers is an acute at-
tention to our women veterans. Our
women veterans are our largest grow-
ing group of our veteran population,
and we need to make sure that any vet-
erans, especially our women veterans
feel welcome, they have the services
that they need... I see that here in the
Bronx, and I've seen them around the
country.”

Asked what local veterans could
expect were the takeaways from his
visit, Remy said, “I’'ve heard a lot here.
T’ll take some of that back.” He vowed
to stay in touch with the Bronx VA’s lo-
cal management team about the needs
of the center and how the U.S. VA could
address those needs. “We talked a lot
about staffing and resources and mak-
ing sure that we have the people avail-
able to provide the services to vets, and
how we can help make that happen,”
he said.

Asked what message he had for
those veterans who felt they were be-
ing abandoned, Remy said, “We’re not

abandoning anything. Anybody who
has served this nation is more than
eligible, and more than welcome to be
served by the VA in any community
across the country.”

Remy was then asked directly about
the future viability of the Bronx VA fa-
cility. He said, “This is a medical cen-
ter that is designed to provide services
for our veterans. I'm sure that your
viewers or listeners have looked at the
air commission recommendations. We
may realign some of the services here,
but our VA medical center here in The
Bronx will continue to provide service
to our community.”

The deputy secretary was then
asked what structural and personnel
changes local veterans could expect to
see when it comes to potentially serv-
ing incoming veterans from outside
the region [due to possible closures in
Brooklyn and Manhattan] while con-
tinuing to serve veterans returning
from active service.

Remy referred the question to Can-
cel-Santiago to answer, who said, “We
currently have concurrent construc-
tion projects to upgrade and modern-
ize our infrastructure to [inaudible]
the facility, to receive additional veter-
ans and enhance services that we pro-
vide, and we’re going to partner with
our academic affiliates to ensure that
we attract the highest...specialty care
services, to provide to veterans based
on demand, including women veter-
ans.”

She added, “In addition to that, we
offer really healthy recruitment and
retention benefit packages for nurses.
We’ve just established a nursing resi-
dency program, and we are proud to
say that we are and will be ready to ac-
cept physician veterans at all levels in
the future.”

Finally, Remy was asked if any
changes were made down the line to
The Bronx facility, and if veterans
were referred to other locations, would
the medical staff at such locations be
trained in dealing with veterans, spe-
cifically. “As I said before, we’re going
to make sure that our veterans can
receive the service they...[inaudible].
Now, it may be the case that, some-
times, that service is offered some-
where else, but we’ll make sure that
that’s available, whether it’s in the
community, or it’s here in The Bronx
VA or some other facility to ensure the
services that they need will be pro-
vided.”
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Black Maternal Health Week
Coincides with Reopening of
Tremont Wellness Center

By SILE MOLONEY

The Family Wellness Suite at Trem-
ont Neighborhood Health Action Cen-
ter reopened for in-person services on
Wednesday, April 13, having been closed
amid the pandemic during which time it
provided virtual services. The reopening
coincided with the beginning of Black
Maternal Health Week and as well as the
reopening of in-person services at the
City’s other wellness centers located in
East Harlem and Brownsville, Brooklyn

The wellness suite, located at 1826 Ar-
thur Avenue in Tremont, provides moth-
ers and their families with a safe, welcom-
ing, and supportive space where they can
participate in a range of parenting and
birthing classes, connect to community
resources, and receive critical supplies.

Anita Reyes, assistant commissioner
at the Bronx Neighborhood Family Well-
ness Suite bureau, welcomed Dr. Ashwin
Vasan, the City’s health commissioner,
Dr. Michelle Morse, chief medical officer
and deputy health commissioner, to the
center for the occasion.

Reyes mentioned a couple of the re-
sources offered in terms of childbirth
education. “We have parenting classes,
as well as breastfeeding classes that we
offer to the parents,” she said. “We also
have free resources like cribs, and car
seats distribution, as well as diapers. So,
we give to those families in need.”

Reyes highlighted that during the
pandemic, the center was still helping
families get the resources they needed.
“We did a lot of virtual work....and so,
this week, we're really excited for the
Black Maternal Week,” she said. “That’s
why we’re here. We're reopening the fam-

ily wellness suite so that all New Yorkers
can have a place to come.”

Reyes said the Tremont site is open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday
and welcomes families to come and get
the information and resources they may
need. “We encourage everyone to please
spread the word, let people know that
we’re here to help connect people to the
services,” she said before introducing
Vasan on his first visit to The Bronx as
the City’s new health commissioner.

For his part, Vasan said the reopening
event was particularly meaningful to ev-
eryone at the health department because
it coincided with Black Maternal Health
Week. “As a father of three, I remember
how overjoyed my wife and I were when
we learned we were going to have a baby,”
he said. “I also remember how much anx-
iety we felt and how unprepared we felt.
After all, parenting is really hard and
throws a lot of things at us, most of it un-
expected, and no-one goes into it knowing
everything.” Vasan said he remembered
how much support he and his wife re-
ceived from family, friends, and relatives
and how it made a world of difference to
them as they embarked on their journey
into parenthood.

“Frankly, we’ve done it two more
times since, and each time we’ve needed
that support even though we’ve learned
with each child,” he said. “So, I know the
support that we [the City] can offer peo-
ple in places like this, and it makes such
a difference to getting families off to the
best start they can.”

Vasan said the family wellness suites
provide spaces for families to come to-
gether during pregnancy, after child-

Photo by Sile Moloney
A STAFF MEMBER gives a baby care demonstration to a class of expectant moth-
ers at Tremont Neighborhood Health Action Center, located at 1826 Arthur Avenue in
Tremont, on Wednesday, April 13, 2022, the day the center reopened for in-person

services, having been closed amid the pandemic.

Photo by Sile Moloney
ANITA REYES, ASSISTANT commissioner at the Bronx Neighborhood Family Well-
ness Suite bureau, Dr. Ashwin Vasan, the City’s health commissioner, Dr. Michelle
Morse, chief medical officer and deputy health commissioner and other officials tour
the reopened Family Wellness Suite at Tremont Neighborhood Health Action Center,
located at 1826 Arthur Avenue in Tremont, on Wednesday, April 13, 2022, the day the
center reopened for in-person services, having been closed amid the pandemic.

birth [and for infant health support], for
free childbirth and safe sleep classes, crib
distribution, doula support, yoga classes,
and more.

“Having this event during Black Ma-
ternal Health Week is absolutely no co-
incidence,” Vasan said, adding that the
wellness centers embodied the City’s
commitment to reducing what he called
“the absolutely unacceptable inequities
in maternal health.”

“In New York City, on average, the rate
of pregnancy related deaths is 9.4 times
higher for Black mothers compared to
white mothers,” the health commissioner
said. “This is consistently one of the
starkest inequities we see in any health
outcome in our city, and these outcomes
are not driven by race, they are driven by
structural racism.”

He then said the Adams administra-
tion and the health department was laser
focused on closing those gaps. “That’s
why the city is investing in resources and
in programs just like this, including safe
and respectful provider care, expanding
our doula program citywide, neighbor-
hood-based services like the ones you're
learning about today, and ensuring qual-
ity reproductive care.”

Vasan said more needed to be done
to improve Black Maternal Health and
committed to working to ensure all fami-
lies had safe pregnancies and deliveries.
Part of that work is related to the center’s
ethos regarding the social determinants
of health and maternal health. “Food
is a maternal health issue, housing is a
maternal health issue, safety is a mater-
nal health issue, economic security is a
maternal health issue,” he said. “It is in
place-based approaches like embodied
here at the action center where we can
support our new mothers, our families,
holistically, upstream, to get them off to
the best start possible.”

For her part, Morris said the center
was one of the happiest places to be de-
spite the challenges of COVID, and said
she always felt cared for at the center be-
cause wellness was at the center’s core.

“That’s why this is such a beautiful space
for families to be able to come back to in-
person, and be able to actually access the
services,” she said.

Morris built on what Vasan said re-
garding the importance of Black ma-
ternal health and health inequity. “As a
Black woman, myself, and as someone
who is so honored to get to celebrate
Black Maternal Health Week with all of
you, this is urgent,” she said. “This is ur-
gent and we have services that are really
available to all members of the New York
City community to try to address these
challenges.”

“By resuming the opening of our
direct, in-person services here at The
Bronx Tremont Action Center, the fam-
ily wellness suites are providing a range
of resources that are vital to empowering
people and families to provide the stron-
gest start for their babies, before and af-
ter birth,” she said. “The impact of this
work is felt not only in the services we
provide, but also in the gratitude that we
receive from families and the conversa-
tions we have with families that use these
services.”

Morris concluded, “All you have to
do is walk into the family wellness suite,
your blood pressure will go down, you’ll
find yourself start to smile, you’ll have
a warm greeting from Eilish, who’s our
research coordinator, and I can tell you,
you will feel better.”

Asked if the City had seen any im-
provements in Black maternal health
over the years or if the situation was get-
ting worse, Morris said, “I think there
are always silver linings when you're
trying to address really deep health in-
equities. Some of the things that we’ve
already seen is increased access to doula
services, for example.” She added, “We
are really excited that over the coming
years, we hope to see more progress in
the specific health outcomes and again, I
think, from our perspective, the work of
health equity is a long-term investment
and takes up quite a bit of a horizon to see
improvements.”
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Fencing at P.S. 340 a Hit with Students!

(continued from page 1)

ago, I wanted fencing in the schools be-
cause it’s equity, you know?” she said.
“I mean [in] inner city schools....these
children don’t have an opportunity [to
try fencing] because it’s expensive.”

Turchiaro belongs to the Tim
Morehouse fencing club, located on
the Upper West Side of Manhattan.
She fenced as a kid and in college but
dropped the sport in her adult life. She
started fencing again a little over two
years ago, right before the pandemic
hit, when she looked into attending
adult classes. Since then, she’s taken
classes both virtually and in person,
and has even been to a few tourna-
ments.

“I'love it,” Turchiaro said. “It’s just
anamazingsportandso,I'msothrilled
that these kids are having an opportu-
nity to be a part of it. Maybe some will
do it again, maybe some won’t, but
when they all grow up, if they decide to
go to college, and if they offer fencing
in the college; you never know! They
may just jump right in and say, ‘Hey! I
did that when I was a kid!””

According to the Academy of Fenc-
ing Masters Blog and contrary to
what is depicted in Hollywood mov-
ies, in modern fencing, the blade of
the sword is not sharp. The tip is flat
and is protected by a rubber cushion
or metal button. The foil, the lightest
sword type at 500 grams, used by be-
ginners, also bends under pressure,
reducing the physical impact of a tar-
get “touch” on an opponent’s body.
Scores are awarded when an opponent
is “touched” on the torso with the flat
tip of the sword. This is also the ori-
gin of the phrase “Touché!” meaning
“touched.”

According to Olympics.com, fenc-
ing demands speed, anticipation, re-
flexes, and great mental strength.
The footwork involved is not unlike
that used by a boxer. In addition to the
foil sword, heavier swords include the
épée and the sabre, which have differ-
ent compositions, techniques and scor-
ing target areas on the body.

According to Turchiaro, the kids
have a half hour after school to eat a
snack and do homework, which they
must show they've completed before
getting “en garde” for their fencing
class. As many may recognize from
watching movies like “Pirates of the
Caribbean,” en garde is French for “on
guard,” and is the expression uttered
by referees to instruct fencers to get

into position before combat begins.

Right now, the school doesn’t have
enough equipment for every single stu-
dent, so halfthe kids work with a coach
while wearing the protective equip-
ment and handling their swords, while
the other kids practice their footwork
and other fencing moves with another
instructor. After half an hour, the kids
switch for a further 30 minutes.

Turchiaro said the school plans to
have a tournament on site at the end
of the academic year for the students
to show off what they’ve learned. One
student named Donik said he wanted
to join the club because he’d tried ka-
rate and martial arts before and was
always interested in being an athlete.
“I've learned how to parry,” he said,
referring to a particular technique
whereby a fencer blocks an opponent’s
attack using the sword, as opposed to
retreating backwards to avoid the at-
tacker’s advance.

“I learned the movement, the
stances, how to avoid my opponents
attacks, and how to attack my oppo-
nents,” Donik said. Another student,
Jayda, said she learned how to lunge
(a forward thrusting movement used
when attempting to touch the torso of
an opponent with the sword), retreat,
and recover. She is excited for the com-
petition at the end of the year. Another
student, Kamila, said she joined fenc-
ing because she thought it would be a
fun way to exercise.

Turchiaro said some of the kids
have shown real talent and she wants
to refer them to a fencing school that
has a more affordable sliding fee scale.
She had wanted to bring fencing into
the schools for a long time and started
talking about it with Huey Tan, an-
other member at the Tim Morehouse
fencing club.

Tan, the SVP of Signature Bank,
informed Turchiaro that her company
had a grant that the school could apply
for to help fund its fencing program.
The two applied for the grant and won
$10,000 to pay for a coach and equip-
ment for the kids.

“It’s a very generous grant to start
off from nothing,” said Tan. “I think
the important thing is really the idea
was there. Amy loves fencing. She has
always wanted to give something to
the school because fencing typically
is a sport that is very expensive and
she loved the school so much, and then
my bank happened to have special
grants.”

Tan volunteers with Turchiaro ev-
ery Friday after school, and assists the
coach, Luka Oboladze, with the kids.
Oboladze works as a coach at the Tim
Morehouse club but agreed to come to
the school because he loves working
with kids and knows many of them
cannot afford to take classes at the
club.

“Then, you see the smile when you
see they do a good job and you feel
happy about it,” he said. “When you see
they’re making a result, they’re grow-
ing up, they’re learning, and you're
helping them; it’s part of your job. It’s
just a wonderful feeling.”

Turchiaro said aside from finding
funding and an instructor, the school
also had to get the program approved
by the New York City Department of
Education (DOE) and the school’s ad-
ministration. Once they won the grant,
they were able to get the money to the
DOE and took the summer of 2021 to
complete the necessary paperwork.

“The principal, the assistant prin-
cipal, they have been so supportive
and so helpful” Tuchiaro said. “I've
been a lunatic and they put up with
my craziness! This is an incredible
school though. It’s a little bit of an
unusual school. It’s like a real family
here. They’re so open and just loving
people.”

Turchiaro explained that when
the school initially sent out a general
sign-up form, they ended up receiving
alot more interest than they had antici-
pated, and couldn’t take everyone on in
the first round but are hoping to have
more sessions in the future.

Aundree Noriega, assistant princi-
pal at P.S. 340, said to gauge interest,
at the end of the last school year, they
showed a fencing video to the students
of a young student from New Jersey,
and another of a man and a woman com-
peting in the Olympics. After the video,
Turchiaro told the kids that fencing
was something they could aspire to do-
ing, and that just because it was expen-
sive and an elite sport, it didn’t mean it
was something they couldn’t try.

They sent out feelers to the students
and had 40 kids say they were inter-
ested. This year, they sent out the per-
mission slips and got back 200 applica-
tions for 20 spots in the current session,
which is running for 10 weeks. The goal
is to bring in a new group of students in
the next session.

Alexei Nichols, principal of P.S. 340,
said there were not many fencing pro-

grams in The Bronx and that Turchiaro
was excited when she approached them
about the idea. “She was very persis-
tent, and she came to us, and we were
like, ‘Absolutely! Like, make it hap-
pen!’” said Nichols.

Turchiaro said the kids are loving
the club and that it is helping them to
learn perseverance and persistence, to
be more attentive, and to follow direc-
tions. “It’s just been great to see,” she
said. “They didn’t realize how hard it
was going to be. They're like, ‘Oh, like
our muscles are sore! I don’t know if I
can do this!” We had to give them a little
pep talk because those mats are heavy.
The gear is a little uncomfortable, and
they have to really position themselves
properly, and you know, ‘On guard!
Advance! Retreat!” There’s a lot of lan-
guage that they’re using.”

Noriega said fencing is also help-
ing the students apply the skills they
learn in the class during the school day.
Meanwhile, Nichols said a few students
joined the first session and decided the
sport wasn’t for them. He said the ma-
jority, however, accepted the pep talk
and continue to try the sport.

She added that the kids are required
to do their work, be a good citizen, and
be respectful during the day in order to
attend fencing class after school. She
said more kids have been behaving be-
cause they want to attend the class.

Meanwhile, Nichols said, “We al-
ways say, “healthy body, healthy mind,
healthy mind, happy kid!” The more they
can become fit and work their muscles,
and learn about how to become fit, the
more they feel good about themselves.
We are huge on wellness, and this is a
program that fits into that.”

Nichols and Noriega also agree that
it’s all about access and exposure for
the kids. “We always say even though
we're a public school, we want kids to
get the same exposure as you would in
a private school and have the same op-
portunity,” Noriega said.

Turchiaro said fencing opens doors
for kids, like international travel for
tournaments and college scholarships.
Noriega echoed this, adding that there
are so many opportunities for high
school and college scholarships if any
of the kids continued the sport on their
own. “Anything that makes a kid smile
that much with a sword in their hand,
it’s got to be worth something,” she
said.

*Sile Moloney contributed to this
story.
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