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Photo by David Greene
A NOTICE POSTED on a fence informs the public that Meg’s Garden, located on DeWitt Clinton High School property is closed to the
public, in a photo taken Saturday, May 22, 2021.
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Omara
Flores, A
Jewel in our
Lives

By PS/MS 95 Staff

Members of the PS/MS 95, The
Sheila Mencher Van Cortlandt School
community in Van Cortlandt Village,
held a socially distanced, outdoor me-
morial service on April 21 in tribute to
our colleague, Omara Flores, beloved,
long-time assistant principal at the
school who died tragically and unex-
pectedly on April 6, 2020, of COVID-19.
She left behind a husband and two
adult children, both graduates of PS/
MS 95.

The event, which was attended by
about 35 people, was filled with sweet
remembrances of an esteemed and ad-
mired colleague, with the participants
immersed in a collective sea of sor-
row. Under the leadership of principal,
Serge Marshall Davis and thanks to
AP Flores, the middle school is thriv-
ing. Principal Davis eloquently noted
that, “Mrs. Flores was inspiring and
impactful, her work emblematic of em-
pathy and professionalism. She did a
complex job, preparing the next gen-
eration for their futures.”

Mrs. Flores had an unusual entrée
into the school. She was first the parent
of two students here. She spent several
years as a teacher at another school,
later topped by almost 20 years as an
assistant principal at PS/MS 95.

During this time of mourning, fac-
ulty and staff reflected on Mrs. Flores’
influence on the school as well as on
them, personally. Retired teacher,
Beth Klewan, who taught Mrs Flores’
children many years ago, reflected,
“Omara was dedicated to the staff, stu-
dents and her family, and she treated

Photo courtesy of Amanda Barelli
OMARA FLORES, ASSISTANT principal
of PS/MS 95, who died from COVID-19
last year, is pictured flashing her beauti-
ful smile.

people as if they were part of her fam-
ily.” She added, “She embodied all that
anyone could want in an educator and
in a human being.”

Meanwhile, secretary, Cecily Gi-
nel, used to notice that Omara was
always welcoming to all students, say-
ing, “She always made time, no matter
how busy she was, to see how you were
doing.” Teacher, Isobel Prieto, added,
“She had such a pretty smile.”

Paraprofessional, Liz De Jesus,
who worked with Mrs Flores in the
bilingual program cried as she said,
“Omara was an incredible human be-
ing. The humanity she had within her
just poured out.” She added, “It was a
privilege for me to know that I was on
hand to work with her and the bilin-
gual children.”

Due to COVID-19 considerations,
attendance at the service was limited
to about 35 people, made up of school
personnel, the Flores immediate fam-
ily and two student singers, one an
eighth grader and one a graduate. It
was held outdoors in the schoolyard
with chairs about 8 feet apart, utiliz-
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ing a loudspeaker system, and people
had to reserve in advance. The memo-
rial could not be held any earlier due
to COVID-19 restrictions, which are
strictly upheld by the school, but the
sadness lingered.

Mrs. Flores was equally important
to the students. Eighth grader, Iris
Reyes, who sang “See You Again,” at
the service, knew her well, as did many
students. Describing her as being “like
a mom,” she added, “She brightened
everyone’s day.” Meanwhile, gradu-
ate, Skyla Perez, who sang “A Million
Dreams,” at the service reiterated that
sentiment, saying, “She was always
there to talk [to], and to encourage you
to be the best version of yourself you
could be!”

Meanwhile, speaking on behalf of
the faculty, teacher, Nick Merchant,
confirmed definitively that the heart
and soul of the school community was
suffering. “But [we] will continue to
try to emulate her high standards, her
excellence, and her wisdom,” he said.

Addressing the assembled PS/MS
95 family during the memorial ser-
vice, fellow assistant principal, Eileen
Rivera, shed tears as she remembered
her late colleague. “While it was a dif-
ficult loss, we want to focus on what
she left for us: her unmatched poise
and grace, her sense of calm to get us
through challenges, her humility, and
her ability to always know what to do,”
she said. “She showed us how to live,
by example.”

During the service, Ryan, Amanda,
and Elvin, Mrs Flores’ son, daughter,
and husband, respectively, recounted
personal vignettes of the sacrifice,
commitment, and hard work for which
their mom/wife was known. Elvin im-
mersed the audience in the couple’s
past as he described them as strug-
gling, young newlyweds brought to-
gether by adversity and by their stead-
fast love for one another. “We planned
the whole second half of our lives to-
gether....and now she’s gone,” he said
sadly. The poignancy of his words
was only matched by the family’s deep
loss.

In addition to being an accom-
plished and successful teacher, admin-
istrator, and first-rate mother, Omara
was also a devoted daughter, taking re-
sponsibility for her own mother’s well-
being in her mother’s later years.

Beautiful new plantings of pink
rhododendron will grace the entrance
to the school as a beautiful reminder of
both Mrs Flores’ influence and of her
humanity.

In conclusion, Principal Davis told
the audience that “time goes on, but
memories are everlasting.” PS/MS 95
will remember Assistant Principal
Omara Flores.



May 27-June 9, 2021 e Norwood News ¢ 3

Injured Construction Workers
& All Other Accident Victims

We Fight for the Money You Deserve
Regardless of Your Immigration Status

e Construction & Workplace Accidents e Medical Malpractice

e Car & Truck Accidents e Nursing Home Negligence
e Negligent Building Security ¢ Police Brutality

e Slip, Trip & Falls ¢ Civil Rights Violations

e Elevator / Escalator Accidents ¢ Victims of Sexual Abuse

Bl +E Our GUARANTEE
‘ | There is NO FEE Unless We Win

Our firm has recovered over

Three Hundred Million Dollars

in verdicts and settlements
for our satisfied clients

FREE COUNSULTATION
Call 24 Hours ¢ 7 days a Week

Some Recent Verdicts & Recoveries for Clients

Construction Accident- $19,500,000 ¢ Truck Accident - $10,000,000
Police Misconduct - $28,000,000 ¢ Elevator Accident -$1,400,000
Car Accident - $1,600,000 ¢ Slip & Fall Accident - $2,650,000

If You Can’t Come to Us...We’ll Come to You

Expenses payable upon conclusion of case. Prior results do not guarantee a similiar outcome

RASKIN & KREMINS, LLP

Over 75 Years Of Combined Personal Injury Law Experience

WWW.I askrem.com 718-878-4858
160 Broadway (4thFl.) New York, NY

Bronx Office - by appointment only 21 2'587'3434

2 3@ &S ACO® TOFULTON STREET () G) ) TO CORTLANDT STREET




4 ¢ May 27-June 9, 2021 e Norwood News

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

This week, we asked readers how they felt about unmasking, if fully vaccinated against COVID-19,
knowing that the vaccination rate in the Bronx remains the worst in the city. As of May 24, only 33

percent of Bronxites were fully vaccinated, while 40 percent have had one shot.

“Everyone has to wear a mask because
you don’t know if the next person has the
coronavirus, and then they give it to you.
No, | can’t trust some people because |
don’t know who’s vaccinated. When I'm
among people, | wear the mask regardless
of vaccinations or not.”

Richard Tootaram,
Bedford Park

“I do still wear my mask due to the fact
that we don’t know who has it, and even
if you have your shot, you can still get it.
| think people should have an I.D. card,
but you can’t laminate it because they
may have a booster shot. So, | guess
we’re going to have to get it every year, so
we’ll be safe. It’s their business to get the
shot or not, and it is what it is. Whatever
happens, happens. | believe in freedom
of choice.”

Miriam Velazquez,
Norwood
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“My fear is those that deny getting it, or
don’t believe it and don’t believe they
should wear a mask or get a shot. I'm not
immune, even though | had it for the first
time, and it took me a month to get out

of that mess. | will respect the mask as |
go into stores, but me sitting right here,
there’s no one here with me so | don’t wear
it. | don’t want anyone next to me if they
refuse to vaccinate and think this is a hoax.
People are dying, and death is not a hoax.”

Lee Maxwell,
Norwood

i

“I've been vaccinated since March

and actually, | prefer not to wear my

mask anymore, but will always respect
businesses and places that still mandate
them because it’s the right thing to do. It's
one’s choice whether to get vaccinated

or not, but people should know that they
can be putting others at risk by not getting
it. While their immune system may be
strong, they need to understand that not
everyone’s immune is strong, and they
may be putting someone vulnerable at
risk.”

Phyllis Marie,
Throggs Neck

”Sfbf REGEIS CARE CENTER

A five star facility providing
excellent care in the Bronx
and Westchester areas

WWW. regeisca recenter.com

“I took my final shot on March 28.
Unfortunately, a lot of people are believing
the nonsense that it's not safe. So, | still
wear it [a mask] and it kind of [expletive]
me off that a lot of people aren’t. There
should be a national vaccination card, a
digital one that can’t be forged.”

Patricia McFarland,
Brooklyn

Five Star Quality Rated
by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
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NEW

BRIEFS

By SILE MOLONEY
Espaillat, Feliz Endorse
Adams for Mayor

Local congressman, Adriano Es-
paillat (NY-13), announced his en-
dorsement of Brooklyn Borough Pres-
ident Eric Adams as mayor of New
York City, calling him “the leader
for this moment,” during an event in
Washington Heights on Monday, May
24. Adams was also endorsed by other
elected officials from Manhattan and
the Bronx, who represent large sec-
tions of the Dominican and Puerto Ri-
can communities, including recently
elected, Bronx District 15 City Coun-
cilman Oswald Feliz.

Bengali Community Celebrates
End of Ramadan

LAAL, the Bengali Women’s Em-
powerment group, based in Norwood,
held a celebration on Mosholu Park-
way on Saturday, May 22, to mark
the end of the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan, which began on Monday,
April 12, and ended on the evening
of Wednesday, May 14. The festival
of EID is typically celebrated at the
end of the month, after a time of in-
termittent fasting and prayer. LAAL
organized a picnic on the parkway,
with about 30 women in attendance.
Jonas Stankovic, director of finance
at LAAL, was the only man to join the
group, for the occasion.

Local Ridgewood Savings
Bank Move

The local Norwood branch
of Ridgewood Savings Bank, lo-
cated on 3445 Jerome Avenue,
will be closing and moving prem-
ises, effective September 3, 2021,
according to a letter dated May
17, received by customers. The
new Norwood branch will open
this summer (no exact date has
been specified as yet) and will be
located at 320 East 204th Street.
No action is required by cus-
tomers as their accounts will be
transferred automatically to the
new branch, and the bank said
customers will continue to re-
ceive the same level of service at
the new location. A representa-
tive said the reason for the move
was because the Jerome Avenue
branch was outdated and ineffi-
cient in terms of its size. “We are
moving to a more modern facility
on the corner of East 204th Street
and Hull Avenue to better serve
our customers,” she said, adding
that the new location will have
a coin-counting machine for the
convenience of customers.

Oswald Feliz Sworn in as New Distr

By DAVID GREENE & SiLE MOLONEY

A host of local elected officials
joined former tenant lawyer and Hostos
Community College adjunct professor,
Oswald Feliz, as he was sworn in as city
councilman of the 15th Council District,
following his win in the March 23 spe-
cial election. Feliz assumes the seat left
vacant for a few months following the
resignation of the former councilman,
now Congressman Ritchie Torres, af-
ter the latter won the 15 congressional
race in November 2020.

The swearing in ceremony for Fe-
liz was held on Sunday, May 2, at the
Serviam Gardens, located at 2848 Bain-
bridge Avenue in Bedford Park. Of-
ficials in attendance included heavy-
weights, U.S. Senator and Senate
Majority Leader, Chuck Schumer, local
congressman for the 13t congressional
district, Rep. Adriano Espaillat, city
comptroller candidate and New York
City Council Speaker, Corey Johnson,
as well as Torres.

Espaillat had been a staunch sup-
porter of Feliz throughout his cam-
paign, which received strong support
from both the Puerto Rican and Do-
minican communities. Both Espaillat
and Feliz recently announced their en-
dorsement of Brooklyn Borough Presi-
dent Eric Adams for mayor, providing a
major boost to Adam’s campaign, with
speculation that he is now somewhat
assured of having the backing of much
of the coveted African American and
Latinx vote.

Also, in attendance was Bronx bor-
ough president candidate and District
14 Councilman Fernando Cabrera, and
embattled State Senator and fellow
Bronx borough president candidate,
Luis Sepulveda. The latter voluntarily
turned himself in to police in Janu-
ary in the context of alleged assault
charges, following a domestic incident
involving his estranged wife.

The senator denies the charges and
the case is ongoing. Sepulveda was
stripped of his chairmanship duties on
the senate committee on crimes, crime
victims and corrections following the
alleged incident. He made a brief ap-

ct 15 Councilman

Photo by David Greene
AT THE SWEARING in ceremony for District 15 Councilman Oswald Feliz at Serviam
Gardens in Bedford Park on Sunday, May 2, 2021, are (I-r) Councilman Fernando Ca-
brera, Rep. Adriano Espaillat, U.S. Sen. Chuck Schumer, Rachel Bradshaw, president
of Northwest Bronx Democrats for Change, and Feliz.

pearance at the ceremony before the
formal proceedings kicked off. Rachel
Bradshaw, president of the Northwest
Bronx Democrats for Change was the
emcee on the day.

Feliz had previously led the North-
west Bronx Democrats for Change, a po-
litical group established in recent years,
and after the establishment of another
political group, the Northwest Bronx
Democrats, which had been founded in
2003 by Anthony Rivieccio. Sheila San-
chez is the current president of North-
west Bronx Democrats. Rivieccio told
the Norwood News his organization re-
cently issued a cease-and-desist notice
regarding the use of the name “North-
west Bronx Democrats for Change” by
the other group.

Joined by his wife and family on the
day, Feliz was sworn in as councilman
by Bronx Supreme Court Judge Kim
Adair Wilson, who was also elected to
her role last November. Since his elec-
tion win, Feliz announced on April 22
that he had been selected to join both
the City Council’s education committee
and public housing committee.

“This was an extremely competitive
race, probably one of the most competi-
tive in the entire city,” said Feliz at the

ceremony. “I want to thank the voters
of the 15th Council District for believ-
ing in me, for supporting me, and also
electing me, thank you. For the next few
months, I'm going to be working with
all of the elected officials here including
our great city council speaker, my good
friend, Corey Johnson, and we’re going
to be working around the clock to build
that better Bronx that I promised to the
people of the 15th council district.”

Moments before being sworn in, Fe-
liz vowed to secure money to fix Bronx
parks, schools and playgrounds, as well
as provide additional funding for NY-
CHA housing. He will be defending his
seat, once again, in the upcoming June
22 primary election having won in the
special election with 56.4 percent (1,766)
of the 3,128 eligible votes, beating his
nearest rival, Bronx Community Board
7 District Manager, Ischia Bravo.

Bravo, who is also running in the
primary, among others, secured 43.54
percent (1,362) of eligible votes in a spe-
cial election which had a 4.26 percent
voter turnout, which was not consid-
ered surprising. Greater voter turnout
is expected, however, in the upcoming
primary given it coincides with other
Bronx and citywide races.

New eReporting System
to track Human
Trafficking

NYS Office of Temporary
and Disability Assistance
(OTDA) and state Division
of Criminal Justice Services
(DCJS) has announced new
online resources aimed at fa-
cilitating human trafficking
referrals to the State. These
resources include a new dig-
ital handbook to assist ser-
vice providers and victim
advocates with making hu-
man trafficking referrals,
and an eReporting system
that allows them, along with
law enforcement, to submit
referrals electronically.

Local Mothers Honored in
Devoe Park

Assemblyman Victor
Pichardo and District Leader
Yudelka Tapia co-hosted an
event honoring local mothers
in University Heights. Both
organizers represent the 86th
A.D. in The Bronx. Held out-
doors in Devoe Park at West
Fordham Road and Andrews
Avenue on Saturday, May 15,
a few dozen community mem-
bers gathered to see local moth-
ers, Kpoto Kpana, Angela Sala-
zar, Elaine Grays Watts, Rachel
Miller Bradshaw, president of
Northwest Bronx Democrats
for Change, and Myrna Calde-
ron, member of Bronx Com-

munity Board 7, honored. Each
was presented with New York
State Assembly Proclamations
recognizing their individual
contributions to the local com-
munity, as well as a bouquet of
roses. The event was originally
scheduled to coincide with
Mother’s Day weekend but was
postponed due to rain.

May 28 Deadline for
Section 8 Housing
New York City has opened
its Section 8 housing waiting
list for the first time since
2006. The Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV) program is a
federal program designed to
provide rental assistance to

low-income families, the el-
derly, and the disabled to help
them find decent, safe, and
sanitary housing. State Sen.
Alessandra Biaggi is encour-
aging Bronxites to avail of the
opportunity to apply for Sec-
tion 8 housing before the up-
coming deadline. “The wait-
list is open only until [Friday]
May 28th, so please complete
and submit your application
at your earliest convenience,”
Biaggi announced on Tues-
day, May 18. She added that
any residents with questions
or concerns regarding the pro-
gram could contact her office
at biaggi@nysenate.gov or by
calling 718-822-2049.
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Bronx DA: No Criminality by NYPD in Jahmel Leach Case

By SILE MOLONEY

Bronx District Attorney Dar-
cel D. Clark released the find-
ings, on May 18, of a 23-page
report on the Public Integrity
Bureau’s investigation into an
incident involving Bronx teen,
Jahmel Leach, and the NYPD
which took place on Fordham
Road on June 1, 2020. A video of
the incident was also released.
The report found no criminal-
ity on the part of the NYPD in
terms of the officers’ use of force
against Jahmel during the inci-
dent.

Shocking photos of the teen
which had circulated on social
media in the aftermath of the in-
cident showed hisface and mouth
bloodied and swollen. Yamil
Miller, Jahmel’s uncle, told the
Norwood News last year, that he
was a caregiver to the teen at the
time, as Jahmel’s mother had
been unwell. Speaking to us by
phone last year, Miller said the
teen had required emergency
dental surgery the night of the
incident.

“I was notified around one
o’clock in the morning on June
2, [2020] that Jahmel had been
in the hospital, and that the doc-

tors needed permission from his
mother to perform an emergency
surgery on him. They were try-
ing to save his teeth,” Miller said
at the time.

Surveillance  video  ob-
tained during the investigation
shows Jahmel, 16, in the vicinity
of East Fordham Road and Mor-
ris Avenue on June 1, 2020, at
approximately 9 p.m. According
to the Bronx DA’s description of
how the incident unfolded, the
teen is seen among a crowd of
people heel-kicking a T-Mobile
storefront. Jahmel then moves
to another spot, where he ap-
parently attempts to light some
street debris on fire.

At this point, NYPD Police
Officer Kevin Hickey observes
Jahmel and tasers him, caus-
ing him to fall [forward] to the
ground and injure the right side
of his face. Two other police of-
ficers subsequently approach
Jahmel and each one strikes him
once with a baton in the lower
part of his body. According to
the report, police say Jahmel
was then taken into custody and
his case was processed in Fam-
ily Court.

The investigation found no
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THE PHOTO SHOWS the facial
injuries suffered by teen, Jahmel
Leach, following a headfirst fall
after Jahmel was tased by po-
lice on June 1, 2020.

criminality on the part of the re-
sponding police officers, and it
did not find that the force used to
arrest and restrain the teen was
excessive or otherwise unjusti-
fied.

Miller told the Norwood News
at the time that Jahmel’s mother
said she had not known where
Jahmel was on the night in ques-
tion, and that she had never been
informed that the NYPD had
a minor child in their custody.
“She was outraged, and when
she went to the hospital, I was
on the phone with her,” Miller
told us last year. “I could hear

Rev. F

o7t
Assembly CL

of God

the officers telling her, at first,
[that] she couldn’t see her son,”
he said. “I could hear the offi-
cer telling her, ‘Put your phone
away,” he added.

Miller said that when he
spoke, at the time, to the arrest-
ing officer about the incident,
the officer told him that because
Jahmel was so tall, he thought
the teen was an adult.

Meanwhile, a year later,
Clark provided her reaction to
the report’s findings. “Many
took to the streets peacefully
to decry the Killing of George
Floyd, but violence and looting
broke out in the Fordham area
on June 1, 2020,” she said. “In
the midst of the chaos, NYPD
Officers observed Mr. Leach al-
legedly trying to ignite a fire,
which could have hurt the of-
ficers, people in the area and
Mr. Leach himself. After a full
investigation, we have con-
cluded that there was no crimi-
nality on the part of three police
officers.”

Clark added, “I support the
right to peacefully protest, but I
will not tolerate violence in our
community. Neither will I toler-
ate police misconduct or brutal-
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planted in the Bronx from Van Nest, including the African Assemblies of God Fellowship, which is
now a network of African AG churches throughout the USA.

Rev. David Hernquist, Pastor

T. 718-824-4067 * F. 718-904-8193 * davidhernquist@aol.com

ie Brown, Assi

Pastor ¢ Jesus Goyco, Youth Pastor
www.vannestassembly.org

ity, and my office will review
and take seriously any such alle-
gations from the public.” In the
video, officers can be heard us-
ing a profanity and addressing
Jahmel aggressively, despite the
fact that he appears to immedi-
ately comply with their instruc-
tions and answers them in a re-
spectful manner.

The DA’s office confirmed
that Jahmel’s family and lawyer
met with the Public Integrity
Bureau on the day the report
was released and were informed
of the findings. Last year, Miller
said the family had challenged
the fact that Jahmel had been
interrogated by police, before he
had any family present.

Norwood News reached out to
Miller for further comment, fol-
lowing the release of the report.
We did not receive an immediate
response. We also followed up
with the NYPD for a comment
on the findings of the report. We
did not receive an immediate re-

sponse.

Meanwhile, Clark thanked
the Public Integrity Bureau for
conducting a thorough investi-
gation. The full report and video
is available to the public.

VAN NEST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Corner of Holland
2 blocks from White Plains Road

SERVICE TIMES

SUNDAY:

8:30am Morning Service
10:00am Morning Service
11:30am Morning Service
4:00pm Afternoon Service

SUNDAY NIGHT:
7:00pm Evening Service

TUESDAY:
12:00pm Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:
7:30pm Prayer Meeting

FRIDAY NIGHT:
8:00pm Family Night
(Groups for all ages)
11:00pm Prayer Meeting

...plus special services for high
holy days — and other celebra-
tions.

MANY KINDS OF GROUPS AND
MINISTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

MINISTRIES
e Children
* Youth Group
* Young Adult Ministries
¢ _Adult:Ministries
Outreach
NY District School of Ministry
Berean School Of The Bible
Vacation Bible School
Music Ministry

ends of the earth.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

Van Nest Assembly of God is a body of Believers empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to worship God in Spirit and Truth, to walk in the
light of the Word of God in all aspects of life, and to be witnesses of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, through word and deed, to the

The Holy Spirit has clearly shown us that we are called to be a church led not by a program or a personality, but by the presence of
the Lord. This is really why God’s hand of blessing and increase has been upon us all these years. As we look to the future, we know
that His presence will lead us in a continuous increase of souls and expansion of facilities; for our true desire is to glorify Jesus Christ.
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Politicians, Hip-Hop Legends Break Ground on New Museum

By JOSE A. GIRALT

The transformation of the
South Bronx continued Thurs-
day, May 20, with a ground-
breaking ceremony for a new
museum which will memori-
alize the history of hip-hop
in the borough, part of a $349
million development known as
Bronx Point.

With shovels in hand and
scooping dirt from a pile of
earth, elected officials, in-
cluding Mayor Bill de Blasio,
State Assembly Speaker Carl
Heastie, and Bronx Borough
President Ruben Diaz Jr.,
joined hip-hop legends, Grand-
master Flash, Slick Rick, LL
Cool J, Chuck D, Nas, and Fat
Joe, in marking the ceremo-
nial foundation of the muse-
um’s construction.

The22-storybuildingispro-
jected to accommodate 1,045
apartment units, 542 of which
will be dedicated to affordable
housing, while the Universal
Hip Hop Museum will occupy
the ground floor. Rising along
the Harlem River at 50 E. 150th
St., the development will in-
clude 2.8 acres of public space
with access to a playground,
BBQ area, and an esplanade
along the shoreline. Housing
units will be reserved for low
to middle-income households.

The $349 million, mixed-
use project is a public-private
partnership between the City
of New York, L+M Develop-
ment Partners, Type A Proj-
ects, and BronxWorks. This
type of investment in the
South Bronx is a far cry from
what Fat Joe remembers as a
youngster growing up as Jo-
seph Antonio Cartagena in the
Morrisania neighborhood.

Addressing a crowd of over
one hundred guests, assembled
under a tent, he mentioned
some of the common obstacles
encountered by artists as they

Photo by José A. Giralt

NEW YORK CITY Mayor Bill de Blasio (center) and hip-hop music legend Chuck D (far right) from the
group, Public Enemy, join others in shoveling dirt during the groundbreaking ceremony for the Universal
Hip Hop Museum in the South Bronx on Thursday, May 20, 2021. The museum is part of a 22-story,
mixed-use building which includes affordable housing, and is set to open in 2024.

attempted to create art in a for-
gotten borough. “Hip-hop mu-
sic came out of oppression. It
came out of people suffering. It
came out of the Bronx looking
like Vietnam,” Fat Joe said.
“The buildings were blown up,
and people had to make some-
thing out of nothing.”

The early days of hip-hop
are filled with stories of young
Latinos and African Ameri-
cans who became inventive at
creating the then, new musical
genre, with limited resources.
Grandmaster Flash (born Jo-
seph Saddler) grew up in the
Bronx and has been described
as part of the trinity of hip-
hop music, along with DJ Kool
Herc and Afrika Bambaataa.
He paused briefly as he ad-
dressed the crowd during the
ceremony, overcome with the
emotion of the occasion. “La-
dies and gentlemen, I must tell

Photos by José A. Giralt

HIP-HOP LEGEND FAT Joe (far left, at podium) addresses a crowd
of invited guests, including New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio (far
right wearing blue suit) at the groundbreaking ceremony for the Uni-
versal Hip Hop Museum in the South Bronx on Thursday, May 20,
2021. (Below) Hip-Hop Legend Grandmaster Flash, describes his
mixing technique as DJ while addressing the audience at the
groundbreaking ceremony for the Universal Hip Hop Museum
in the South Bronx on Thursday, May 20, 2021

you, this is a really special ...
this is a really special time,”
he said. “I say this in the name
of [DJ] Kool Herc, Afrika Bam-
baataa, DJ Breakout, Grand
Wizzard Theodore, DJ Charlie
Chase.... the names go on and
on and on.”

From these humble begin-
nings in The Bronx, a global
hip-hop movement was cre-
ated. During 2020, for instance,
over a fifth of songs streamed
in the UK were rap and hip-
hop and according to the BBC,
the genres accounted for 22
percent of the singles market.

Meanwhile, according to Bill-
board.com, a search online
for hip hop in South Korea,
Pakistan, or Vietnam brings
up results for K-hip hop, rap in
Urdu, and “Def Jam Launches
a Vietnam Label to Meet Hip-
Hop’s Growth in Southeast
Asia.”

Closer to home, during the
ceremony, the mayor thanked
Grandmaster Flash for helping
him to think about the world
more deeply with his song,
“The Message.” The mayor
said, “In 1982, I was trying to
make sense of the world as a

young man. I was trying tofind
my purpose.” De Blasio added,
“Some things influence you
powerfully, so I heard these
words: ‘A child is born with no
state of mind, blind to the ways
of mankind,” and it gripped me.
It gripped me, and I listened to
‘The Message’ over and over....
Think about that, something
so powerful that it can claim to
be the message.”

In addition to the 52,000-
square-foot space dedicated to
the museum, the Bronx Point
property will also include an
early childhood space, run by
BronxWorks.

Collectively, the Bronx
Point mixed-use development
will comprise over half a mil-
lion square feet, including
more than 12,000 square feet
of retail space.

Elected officials like De Bla-
sio and Diaz Jr. are continuing
their calls for more funding for
the Bronx Point project. Micro-
soft is the museum’s strategic
technology partner and is con-
tributing $5 million towards
the institute’s mission. On be-
half of the Bronx, Diaz Jr. pre-
sented a check for $4.2 million
to help with the $80 million to-
tal it will cost to build the mu-
seum.

Originally scheduled to
open in 2023 to coincide with
hip-hop’s 50th anniversary,
the museum’s construction
was delayed by the pandemic.
It is now projected to open in
2024.

Rocky Bucano is the execu-
tive director of the Universal
Hip Hop Museum and has high
hopes for the institution once
it opens to the public. He iden-
tified Joe Conzo Jr., Grand
Wizzard Theodore, Melle
Mel, and Afrika Bambaataa,
among others, as the founding
members of the museum. Pho-
tographer, Conzo Jr., was just
recently honored with a place
on the Bronx Walk of Fame
during the recent Bronx Week
2021 celebrations.

“We started this journey
not knowing where we were
going. We didn’'t even have
a name,” Bucano said. “We
came up with ‘Universal’ be-
cause we want this museum
to represent the entire world
of hip-hop. We love it so much
that we’re putting our heart
and soul into this museum,”
he said.
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CRIME FILE

1

Fordham Manor: Man
Sought for Robbery

The NYPD is seeking the
public’s assistance locating the
unidentified man seen in the
above video screenshot, who is
sought in connection with a rob-
bery that occurred in the 52
precinct. On Wednesday, May
19, at 2.25 p.m., inside Bronx
Pawn Brokers, located at 301
Kingsbridge Road, in Fordham
Manor, the suspect entered the
store, approached a 71-year-old
female victim, grabbed her by
he neck and snatched her neck-
lace. He fled, with the necklace,
valued at $400, to a black SUV.
The victim suffered lacerations
0 her neck but refused medical

attention.

Norwood: Two Wounded in
Gun Hill Road Shooting
Police are looking for the

gunman who opened fire from
a black sedan on a 21-year-old
male and a 19-year-old male, as
they were walking along East
Gun Hill Road in Norwood, in
the 52nd precinct. Police said
the shooting took place at 2:30
a.m. on Sunday, May 23, on the
sidewalk outside 275 East Gun
Hill Road, a six-story, occupied
apartment building between
Putnam Place and Perry Av-
enue.

They said multiple rounds
were discharged, and then the
vehicle took off. The 21-year-old
was shot in the torso and right
ear, and the 19-year-old was hit
in the back and right arm. Both
men were transported to Jacobi
Hospital in “stable” condition.
The motive for the shooting re-
mains unclear and the investi-
gation is continuing.

Fordham Heights: Two Men
Shot in Subway

The NYPD confirm that two
men were shot at 182nd Street
subway station (servicing the
B & D lines) on the Grand Con-
course in Fordham Heights on
Saturday, May 22. The incident
unfolded on the mezzanine level
of the station at around 6 p.m.

LED BY SILE MOLONEY & DAVID GREENE

Police later confirmed that both
men were alive, that it was arob-
bery that had gone wrong, and
that both the perpetrator and
the victim (both male adults)
had been shot. They said the per-
petrator was under arrest.

Fordham Heights:
Man Stabbed

The NYPD is seeking the
public’s assistance identify-
ing the individual seen in the
above photo who is sought in
connection to an assault that
occurred in the 46th precinct,
in Fordham Heights. On Sun-
day, May 16, at around 10.08
a.m., the suspect approached

a 48-year-old man in the vi-
cinity of East 184th Street and
the Grand Concourse and dis-
played a knife, before stabbing
the victim in his leg. EMS re-
sponded and transported the
victim to St. Barnabas Hos-
pital in stable condition. The
suspect was described to po-
lice detectives as a male who
was wearing a black hoodie
and black pants at the time of
the assault.

Fordham Heights Youth
Arrested in Fatal Shooting
of 17-Year-0Old

Police confirmed arresting
ayouth from Fordham Heights
on murder charges in relation
to the fatal shooting of a 17-
year-old in Claremont. Police
responded to a 911 call on Sat-
urday, May 15, at around 9.07
p.m.regarding multiple people
who had been shot behind 1625
Webster Avenue in Claremont,
in the 44th precinct. Upon ar-
rival, officers discovered a
17-year-old male unconscious
and unresponsive with a gun-
shot wound to his chest.

EMS responded and trans-
ported the youth to Bronx-
Care Health System where
he was pronounced deceased.
Upon further investigation, it
was discovered that four ad-
ditional victims had also been
shot during the incident and

had made their way to Bronx-
Care Health System by private
means.

A 31-year-old man was shot
in the left leg, a 28-year-old
woman was shot in the right
leg, a 25-year-old man was
shot twice in the right leg and
a 24-year-old man was shot in
the right buttocks and left leg.
All were in stable condition.
The investigation is ongoing.
The deceased was identified
as Armanis Valdez of Morris
Heights in The Bronx.

On May 18, police said Luis
Cruz, 18, of Fordham Heights
was arrested and charged on
May 17, in the 44th precinct.
Cruz was charged with mur-
der, manslaughter, and crimi-
nal possession of a weapon (a
loaded firearm). A person ar-
rested and accused of a crime
is innocent unless and until
convicted in a court of law.

Anyone who has informa-
tion about these incidents is
askedtocallthe NYPD’s Crime
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-
TIPS (8477) or for Spanish,
1-888-57-PISTA  (74782). The
public can also submit their
tips by logging onto the Crime
Stoppers website at www.nyp-
dcrimestoppers.coM, or on
Twitter @NYPDTips.

All calls are strictly confi-
dential.
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' \gcc (718) 841-0059

GCCTransportatlon org

TRANSF’URTATIUN

Medicaid transport to

e Dialysis e Drug Rehabilitation

e Physical Therapy « OPWDD Services

Cancer treatments o Mental Health Treatment
Elderly Services e Hospital Discharges
Ophthamology e Orthopedic Rehabilitation

Medicaid recipients
should request GCC Transportation as their
preferred transportation provider at

www.medanswering.com

(718) 841-0059
GCCTransportation.org
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Commencement Ceremonies Celebrate Student Resilience

By SILE MOLONEY

With a series of sunny, yet smaller-
than-usual, diploma ceremonies on the
Rose Hill campus of Fordham University,
as well as a university-wide commence-
ment videocast, streamed on Saturday,
May 22, graduates were honored for their
bravery and determination amid the pan-
demic and Fordham flipped the script
on an unprecedented year, offering the
Class of 2021 a chance to celebrate their
resilience, and look forward with hope.

During the videocast, Joseph M. Mc-
Shane, S.J., president of Fordham, of-
ficially conferred degrees upon nearly
5,500 graduates from ten different college
schools, while acknowledging that it was
not the commencement anyone had ex-
pected.

The adapted circumstances signified
another aspect of college life curtailed by
the pandemic “at a time when the whole
world has been haunted by fear and over-
shadowed by loss,” McShane said. Still,
according to the president, commence-
ment was a day of shared victory, shared
triumph, and shared accomplishment.
“While some might have given in to de-
spair, the Class of 2021 persevered,” he
said. “You gave yourselves to a more than
usually intense search for answers, and
for meaning.”

Meanwhile, in her keynote address,
retired Navy Admiral Michelle Howard,
the first woman to become a four-star
admiral, harkened back to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s observation that the ul-
timate measure of a person is not where
they stand in moments of convenience
and comfort, but where they stand in mo-
ments of challenge and controversy.

U.S. Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer also offered words of congratu-
lations, saying the country needed stu-
dents to rebuild, and make it even stron-
ger. “This past year has revealed the
injustices and prejudices that persist in
our society, and we can’t just go back to
the way things used to be,” he said. “We
must make our society better, and we
know we will, because you are our future
leaders,” he added.

While many of the themes of the
176th college commencement felt famil-
iar, some reflected the fact that the pan-
demic, though not yet over, appears to be
waning. The victory bell that is rung to
mark the beginning of commencement,
a gathering which normally draws some
10,000 people to the campus, rang out on
nine, different occasions during the week
leading up to the main ceremony, for the
nine, smaller diploma gatherings that
took place. Seniors from Fordham Col-
lege at Rose Hill, Fordham College at
Lincoln Center, and the Gabelli School of
Business arrived on campus with a maxi-
mum of two guests for those ceremonies
which ran from Monday, May 17 to Thurs-
day, May 20.

While students walked with their
classmates to their seats, it was a walk
unlike any other. Instead of the usual loop
around Edward’s Parade that culminates
with a march down a center aisle, the stu-

Photo courtesy of Fordham University.
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES CELEBRATE during an adapted commencement cer-
emony on the college campus, amid the coronavirus pandemic, on Saturday, May 22,
2021.

dents, wearing facemasks, proceeded,
instead, straight onto Keating Terrace,
down the steps of the “Terrace of Presi-
dents,” to arrive at their individual seats
which were spaced three feet apart.

McShane noted that the Class of 2021
were finishing their studies in spite of
having lived through a year that featured
a pandemic, an economic downturn, a
reckoning with racism, a bruising pres-
idential election campaign, and an as-
sault on the U.S. Capitol and the demo-
cratic principles upon which the nation
was built. “The toll that these cascading
plagues has taken on all of us, and on you,
in a special way, has been enormous,” he
said.

Meanwhile, at Lehman College, civil
rights icon, Dolores Huerta, New York
State Senate Majority Leader, Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, and others are set to
address students during the college’s

upcoming commencement ceremony on
May 27.

Labor leader, Huerta and Stewart-
Cousins, who made history by becoming
the first woman and first Black woman
to head a legislative chamber in the state,
will address the Class of 2021 during the
virtual ceremony. It will be livestreamed
on the day at 10 a.m. on the college’s You-
Tube channel and website, on BronxNet
TV, and on cable channels 67 (Optimum)
or 2133 (FiOS).

According to her biography, Stewart-
Cousins taught in the Yonkers public
school district before entering politics
and earned her teaching credentials in
business education from Lehman Col-
lege. She is one of the many prominent
Lehman alumni who have gone on to
hold elected office. Alongside Gov. An-
drew Cuomo and Assembly Speaker Carl
Heastie, she’s among the most powerful

political figures in the state.

Described as a passionate advocate for
public education, Stewart-Cousins has
long supported Lehman College, and in-
stitutions like it. She played a key role in
creating the excelsior scholarship, which
provides eligible New York students with
free tuition at CUNY and SUNY schools,
and in 2018, she fought for a $1 billion in-
crease in state education aid.

In spring of 2021, as the State Senate
considered a raft of bills designed to fur-
ther expand access to college, Stewart-
Cousins noted that “the years our stu-
dents spend in higher education will help
shape the trajectory of their lives.” She
added, “New York is, and will continue to
be, a national leader in offering quality
college and advanced education opportu-
nities.”

Students will also hear from several
other high-profile speakers. Stewart-
Cousins will be joined on the virtual
stage by fellow Lehman alum, and the
Bronx borough president, Rubén Diaz
Jr., who will receive the College’s Presi-
dential Medal. His remarks to graduat-
ing students come as he prepares for a
significant transition in his own life.
Diaz Jr, who has been borough president
since 2009, will be leaving office this year
when his third term comes to an end.

Other speakers include Lehman Col-
lege President Daniel Lemons, who will
leave the college next month for a new in-
terim role as CUNY’s interim executive
vice chancellor, Provost Peter O. Nwosu,
deans of the College’s five schools, and
student speaker, Esther Asibuo-Ramos.

In total, Lehman will award nearly
4,000 graduate and undergraduate de-
grees at the event. The college is set to
confer honorary degrees on “three trail-
blazers who embody the College’s mis-
sion and values, pending approval by the
CUNY Board of Trustees on May 24.”

They include Huerta, community
organizer, founder and president of the
Dolores Huerta Foundation, who has
devoted her life to improving working
conditions for Latino farmworkers and
laborers, and is one of the most impor-
tant civil rights activists of the 20th cen-
tury, former New York congressman in
the 16%™ congressional district and Leh-
man alumnus, Eliot Engel, who repre-
sented the North Bronx and southern
Westchester County in the United States
House of Representatives for 16 terms,
and T.J. English, an author, journalist,
and humanitarian.

The college is planning a social me-
dia viewing party for the event and in the
days leading up to commencement, will
host several virtual activities, including
avirtual dance party for seniors with Le-
hman alum, DJ Ode.

In advance of the ceremony, Lem-
ons said, “I am thrilled that so many
respected, notable luminaries will join
us for our virtual commencement cer-
emony, and my last as president of Leh-
man College.” He added, “I am so proud
of our graduates, and all of their achieve-
ments, and look forward to celebrating
them on May 27.”
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International

Leadership Charter
High School

CAMBIANDO VIDAS Y TRANSFORMANDO COMUNIDADES, UN ESTUDIANTE A LA VEZ

ATENCION PADRES:

Estamos Aceptando Solicitudes para estudiantes
del noveno grado para el afio escolar 2021-2022

Casa Abierta Virtual

Thursday, February 4, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm | Friday, February 12, 2021 12:00 pm -1:00pm
Thursday, February 25, 2021 5:00 pm - 6:00pm | Thursday, March 4, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Friday, March 5, 2021 12:00pm - 1:00pm | Thursday, March 18, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Friday, March 19, 2021 12:00pm - 1:00pm | Thursday, March 25, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm

*Nota: La Loteria se llevara a cabo Abril 15, 2021, para solicitudes favor de vistar la pagina web www.ilchs.org

Puede enviar su solicitud via email a Egonzalez@ilchs.org

Tambien Puede enviar por correo a: International Leadership Charter High School
3030 Riverdale Avenue, Bronx NY 10463
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Bedford Park “Business Solution” Partners with AAOHA for Food Giveaway

By DAVID GREENE

L. Jimenez Business Solution
(LJBS) is the place to go to fax a docu-
ment, create a résumeé or prepare one’s
taxes, but for almost two months, hun-
dreds of residents have been lining up
outside the location for food now also.

On Friday, May 21, a crowd of well
over 100 people, once again, lined up
outside LJBS, located at 206 East Bed-
ford Park Boulevard for a Food Give-
away. The event was sponsored by the
Albanian American Open Hand Asso-
ciation (AAOHA), and was organized,
and the food distributed by AAOHA,
Miriam Quinones, Norwood News pho-
tographer, and LJBS.

The line stretched up Bedford Park
Boulevard and around the Grand Con-
course. Luis Sanchez Jimenez, presi-
dent of LJBS, Quifiones, Aleksander
Nilaj, founder of AAOHA, drivers and
volunteers were seen busily emptying
vans and handing out boxes of food to
the public. Smiling, Sanchez Jimenez
said, “More is on the way.”

LJBS recently teamed up with the
AAOHA and has been hosting food
giveaways every Friday at its prem-
ises. Last Friday, the sealed boxes con-
tained a gallon of milk, apples, and
meatballs to name just a few of the food
items.

Sanchez Jimenez is also president
of Yeshua God Palace Corp., a domes-
tic corporation, founded on July 30,

NOW ENROLLING!

Photo by “Pablo,” a volunteer
(L TO R) VOLUNTEER AND DRIVER, Mark Pjetrushi, Luis Sanchez Jimenez of L.
Jimenez Business Solution, volunteer, Eliu Torres, Albanian American Open Hand
Association founder, Aleksander Nilaj, and Norwood News photographer, Miriam
Quifiones, got together to distribute food boxes during a Food Giveaway held at 206
East Bedford Park Boulevard in Bedford Park, The Bronx on Friday, May 21, 2021. In
total, 245 boxes of food were given out to the local community.

2020, also with an address at 206, Bed-
ford Park Blvd, in The Bronx.

In reference to the regular food
giveaways, Sanchez Jimenez said,
“Whatever food I get... and they [the
people] just show up.” He added,
“We need it. The people are here,
and they’re asking.” Pointing to the
Grand Concourse, he said, “You see
the line over there.” He added with a
smile, “And we're glad to do it.”

Bedford Park resident, Rita San-

v/ Rigorous Academics

v Inclusive Environment

v/ Social-Emotional Learning

v Family Engagement

chez [no relation to Sanchez Jime-
nez], had just recently learned of the
regular food giveaway at the loca-
tion, but said she had received simi-
lar food boxes from other sources
throughout the pandemic.

Sanchez, who said she was lucky
enough to have been employed
throughout the pandemic, said of the
giveaway, I think it’s really good that
they’re giving this out to the commu-
nity because it’s so hard to get food.”

She added, “It’s very expensive
nowadays. It’s a very beautiful thing,
especially with COVID so I really do
appreciate it. Usually, they have yo-
gurt, fruits and vegetables.....things
that you can use every day, so it’s re-
ally great.”

Saying she felt fortunate to still
have a job, Sanchez added, “It does
help, especially being home all the
time, working remotely, so I’'m home
eating more and it definitely does
help.”

Sanchez Jimenez said LBJS holds
the weekly food giveaway every Fri-
day at the same location at 2 p.m., and
the boxes are distributed to anyone
in line, on a first come, first served
basis.

A total of 245 boxes was given out
to the community on the day accord-
ing to Quinones.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, May 25,
Bronx District 13 City Councilman
Mark Gjonaj, issued a statement call-
ing for the extension of the federal
food box program, amid the ongo-
ing pandemic. “Please stand with us,
click & sign this #petition, calling on
the federal government to #extend
#FoodBoxProgram for struggling
New Yorkers,” he wrote on Twitter.
“Since the start of the pandemic,
along with community organiza-
tions, we have given out over 125,000
food boxes.”

DREAM

MOTT HAVEN
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BAINBRIDGE

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

Bainbridge Nursing & Rehabllitation Center
is pleased to offer the following services:

Tracheostomy Care * Shon-Term Rehabilitation PT/OT/Speech & days
Joint replacemantTrauma Injury Recovery Program
Specialized Stroke Rahakllitation Program = 1V Therapy * Hospice and Palliative Care
Spaciallzed Wound Care Program « Alzheimer’s & Memory Care
Therapeutic Activity Program ® Soclal Work Senices » Long-Term Skilled Care Sarvices
Peychological Services * Sub-Acute Skiled Services

3518 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467 - Tel: 718-655-1991 - www.BainbridgeCares.com
11 .
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

Latest Updates on
Vaccine Eligibility

According to New York
State Department of Health,
all individuals 12 years of
age and older who reside
in the United States are eli-
gible to receive the vaccine,
for free. While the vaccina-
tion process is underway, res-
idents should continue to fol-
low prevailing public health
guidelines.

FDA fact sheets for recipi-
ents and caregivers on each
vaccine are available here:

Pfizer-BioNTech: https://
www.fda.gov/media/144414/
download

Moderna:https://www.fda.
gov/media/144638/download

Johnson & Johnson/Jans-
sen: https://www.fda.gov/
media/146305/download

COVID-19 vaccines are
now widely available at phar-
macies, local health depart-
ments, clinics, Federally
Qualified Health Centers,
and other locations across the
state. Visit https://www.vac-
cines.gov/search/ to find ap-
pointments near you or con-
tact your local pharmacy or
provider.

To schedule an appoint-
ment directly at a New York
State-run site, go to: https:/
am-i-eligible.covidl9vaccine.
health.ny.gov/ and follow the
instructions. Walk-in ap-
pointments are also ac-
cepted at New York State
mass vaccination sites for
all eligible individuals.
http://on.nyc.gov/walkupvax.

If you need transporta-
tion to get your vaccine ap-
pointment, click this link for
a list of options: https://forms.
ny.gov/s3/vaccine.

For trustworthy informa-
tion on the vaccines and the
research behind them, go
to:https://wwwl.nyc.gov/site/
doh/covid/covid-19-vaccine-
facts.page.

Lehman College
Vaccination Site
For local residents of Nor-
wood and the surrounding
areas, the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine is available at the
Lehman College vaccination
site, located at the APEX Ath-
letic Center, 250 Bedford Park
Boulevard West. To schedule
a vaccine appointment, visit
https://vaccinefinder.nyc.
gov/locations/664 or call (877)
829-4692.

Homebound New Yorkers

New York City is providing
in-home COVID-19 vaccinations
(Johnson & Johnson) to eligible
NYC residents who are fully
homebound, have not already
been vaccinated, and do not al-
ready have access to a vaccina-
tion program. If you think you
may be eligible for an in-home
vaccination, fill out an interest
form here: https:/forms.cit-
yofnewyork.us/f/homebound
or call 877-VAX-ANYC (877-829-
4692). The form does not set up
an appointment, but it enables
City officials to contact you to
further discuss your eligibility.

More Help with Scheduling
Vaccine Appointments
Bronx Rising Initiative, a

nonprofit launched in 2020,
has launched a homebound
vaccine initiative to help in-
oculate Bronx seniors where
they live, in partnership with
local community organiza-
tions which are already serving
homebound seniors. Residents
can sign-up at: https:/www.
surveymonkey.com/r/getvac-
cinated.

Digital Proof of COVID-19
Vaccination or Negative
Test Results

An excelsior pass provides
New Yorkers with a free, fast
and secure way to present digi-
tal proof of a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion or negative test results.

New Yorkers can store the
pass digitally on a smartphone
with the Excelsior Pass Wallet
app, available for free from the
Apple App Store and Google
Play Store, or they can also
print the pass from https://
epass.ny.gov/home and bring it
with them.

Businesses and venues can
then scan and validate the pass
to ensure New Yorkers meet
any COVID-19 vaccination or
testing requirements for en-
try. Along with the pass, New
Yorkers will be asked to show a
photo ID that shows their name
and birth date to verify the pass
belongs to them. Adults may
hold passes for accompanying
minors.

Once you and your party en-
ter an establishment, you will
still be asked to follow State and
CDC guidance regarding social
distancing, face coverings and
hand hygiene.

Participation in Excelsior
Pass is voluntary. New York-

ers can always show alternate
proof of vaccination or testing
at a business or venue, such as
another mobile application or a
paper form.

COVID-19 Testing Sites

For a full list of COVID-19
testing sites, text “COVID
TEST” to 855-48 or go to:

https://wwwl.nyc.gov/site/
coronavirus/get-tested/covid-
19-testing.page.

Fraudulent
Vaccination Cards

Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz recently introduced
legislation to combat the use
of fake vaccination cards. The
FBI issued a warning in March
to make the public aware that
there are individuals who are
both selling fake, COVID-19
vaccination cards, and who are
encouraging others to print
such fake cards in their homes.
Agency officials said that fake
cards are also being adver-
tised on social media websites,
as well as on e-commerce plat-
forms and blogs.

Faking a vaccination re-
cord puts the impacted person,
and others around that person,
atrisk of contracting COVID-19.
The newly introduced legislation
would make it easier for prosecu-
tors to charge those forging, or
possessing a forged immunization
record, with a felony. The bill adds
explicit language to the definitions
of forgery in the second and third
degrees that addresses forged im-
munization records.

June 22 Primary Deadlines

As the June primary elec-
tions approach, all voters are
being encouraged to mark their
calendars with the following
important dates.

Friday, May 28: voter regis-
tration deadline

Saturday, June 12: early vot-
ing begins

Tuesday, June 15: absentee
ballot request deadline Sunday,
June 20: early voting ends

Tuesday, June 22: Election
Day. Polls are open from 6 a.m.
to9p.m.

To register to vote, go to:
https://vote.nyc/page/register-
vote.

To find your polling site, go
to: https://findmypollsite.vote.
nyc.

To request an absentee bal-
lot, go to: https://vote.nyc/page/
absentee-voting-0.

To learn more about Ranked

COMPILED BY SiLE MOLONEY -

Choice Voting, go to: https://
rankthevotenyc.org.
Flea Market

A new flea market will open
on Fordham Plaza this summer.
MASC Hospitality Group, the cre-
ator of Bronx Night Market and the
upcoming Uptown Night Market,
is working on a new market which
will be dedicated to merchandise,
arts & crafts, apparel, accessories,
self-care products and more.

Fordham Flea market will be
located at Fordham Plaza on the
last Sunday of the month from
May to October, from midday to
7p.m.

Boilermaker Trade
Apprenticeship Deadline

The joint apprenticeship and
training committee (JATC) for
Boilermakers Northeastern Area,
Local Union#5, Zone #5 will begin
recruiting to fill five boilermaker
(construction)  apprenticeships,
between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. on the
third Monday of each month dur-
ing the recruitment period which
will be from June 21, 2021 through
May 16, 2022, excluding legal holi-
days. The five openings cover the
committee’s three recruitment
regions of New York City, Long Is-
land, and Hudson Valley. Applica-
tion forms can be obtained from
JATC for Boilermakers Northeast-
ernArea, Local Union#5, Zone #5,
located at 24 Van Siclen Ave, Floral
Park, NY, and must be received
no later than May 16, 2022. De-
tailed information is available on
the Boilermakers Northeast JAC
website at www.neaac.net or by
calling (516) 326-2500.

Wood, Wire & Metal Trade
Apprenticeship Deadline

The joint apprenticeship
and training committee for the
metallic lathers and reinforc-
ing ironworkers, Local Union
#46, will begin recruiting to fill
50 lather (wood, wire and metal)
apprenticeships on weekdays,
from June 22 to July 6, 2021, ex-
cluding July 5, between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m.

The 50 apprenticeships
cover the committee’s three re-
cruitment regions of New York
City, the Hudson Valley and
Long Island. Applications must
be submitted online at www.
ml46.org. Applicants who do
not have access to the internet
are encouraged to visit their lo-
cal library.

Applicants must pay a $25
testing fee by money order or
cashier’s check at the time of
testing. However, they may re-

quest that this fee be waived.
Fee waivers will be approved
if the applicant can show veri-
fiable proof of financial need.
Call (718) 267-7500 for further
information.

Fordham University Offers
Discount to Neighbor
Learners

Fordham University plans
to provide financial assistance
to ‘neighbors’ of the universi-
ty’s Rose Hill campus, located
in Fordham Manor, beginning
this fall. The Fordham School
of Professional and Continuing
Students (PCS) announced the
launch of its Good Neighbor
Initiative for the Fall 2021 term
on Thursday, May 6.

The Good Neighbor Initia-
tive for adult learners provides
an automatic 30 percent dis-
count on tuition fees for un-
dergraduate-seeking PCS stu-
dents at the Bronx campus who
live within certain neighbor-
ing zip codes. The selected zip
codes cover neighborhoods in
the Bronx, lower Westchester
County (Mount Vernon, Yon-
kers) and the very northern
part of Manhattan.

Students who participate in
the Good Neighbor Initiative
may also qualify for additional
financial aid, such as merit
aid, Pell grants, support from
the New York State Tuition As-
sistance Program, and institu-
tional aid. If a student quali-
fies for more than one discount
e.g. NYPD, FDNY, NYC Ballet
Dancers, etc., the student will
receive the higher of the two
awards.

The full list of eligible
Bronx zip codes is as follows:
10451, 10452, 10453, 10454, 10455,
10456, 10457, 10458, 10459, 10460,
10461, 10462, 10463, 10465, 10466,
10467, 10468, 10469, 10470, 10471,
10472, 10473, 10474, 10475 and
10499.

Fordham PCS will host a
virtual information session
about the initiative on June 2 at
6:30 p.m. where representatives
will explain the initiative and
Fordham’s undergraduate de-
gree programs for adult learn-
ers. Those who attend will have
their application fees waived.
Go to the following link:

https://www.fordham.
edu/info/22123/information
sessions/6551/adult_under-
graduate_information_ses-
sions to register. For more
information, visit https://www.
fordham.edu/goodneighbor.
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International

Leadership Charter
High School

CHANGING LIVES AND TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES, ONE SCHOLAR AT A TIME

ATTENTION PARENTS:

Accepting applications now for 9th grade students
for the 2021-2022 academic year

Virtual Open House

Thursday, February 4, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm | Friday, February 12, 2021 12:00 pm -1:00pm
Thursday, February 25, 2021 5:00 pm - 6:00pm | Thursday, March 4, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Friday, March 5, 2021 12:00pm - 1:00pm | Thursday, March 18, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm
Friday, March 19, 2021 12:00pm - 1:00pm | Thursday, March 25, 2021 5:00pm - 6:00pm

*Note: The lottery will be held on April 15, 2021 For applications, please visit our website at www.ilchs.org

You can email the application to Egonzalez@ilchs.org

or by mail at International Leadership Charter High School
3030 Riverdale Avenue, Bronx NY 10463
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Fl

Shop local
and Save!

Small businesses and big
savings awail at the
Jerome Gun Hill BID.

jeromegunhillbid.org (@] ajeromegunhillbid
BID hotline 718-324-4946 [} wighbid

APARTMENTY
FOR RENT

Professional Directory

Computer Repair
Computer Repair Upgrade, troubleshooting, lap-top overheats,
cracked screen, broken power jack, virus removal, data recovery.
Call James (646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

RIVERDALE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Love Communications?
Experienced working with technology?
Riverdale Presbyterian Church (Bronx)

seeks an admin assistant 2 days/wk on site.
Knowledge working with social media, YouTube,
MS Office, Google products, General office work.
Hourly. Send resume to rpcjobapp@gmail.com.

Public and Community Meetings

The next 52" PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL meeting will be
held in person outside the precinct at 3016 Webster Avenue on Thursday,
May 27, at 6 p.m., unless it rains, in which case the meeting will be held via
ZOOM. The Meeting ID is 890 9414 8665 and the passcode is 05205. Dial in to
(929) 205 6099 for phone access. Call the 52nd Precinct Community Affairs of-
fice at 718-220-5824 for further details.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, BRONX COMMUNITY
BOARD 7 meetings have been held via ZOOM. The next full Board meeting
will be held in June. Date is TBC. Zoom details will be circulated ahead of
the meeting. Contact mirosario@cb.nyc.gov to be added to the distribu-
tion list.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, BEDFORD MOSHOLU
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION meetings have been held via ZOOM. The
meetings are usually held on the first Wednesday of each month at 8 p.m.
For further details, contact bedfordmosholu@verizon.net.

CORRECTIONS

In the Norwood News May 13-May 26
edition, on page 8, “Resident Says Ceiling
Fell in during 12 Apartment Flood,” it
was stated that a discussion took place
on April 24 between the landlord and the
FDNY, during which Tony Apostolos,
the tenant, alleged the landlord initially
acted like he didn’t understand the FD-
NY’s instructions to turn off the water.
In fact, Apostolos was referring to the
Super, not the landlord.

The tenant said his reason for alleg-
ing this was because, in his experience,

LANGSAM FROPERTY SERVICES CORF., AMO*

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE OROANIZATION

1601 Brorxdale Avenue - Broao, MY 10462 - T 718 518 8000 - P 718 516 8585
wiw'w langsanmpropertysenioss com

the Super spoke perfect English. We at-
tempted to reach the Super for comment,
but our calls went through to the prop-
erty manager, Genesis Realty Group.
The group’s representative, Jac Zadrima,
said he would not be commenting on the
story. In the same story, Zadrima was
listed as the owner of the building [116
East Mosholu Parkway South], and his
first name was spelled incorrectly as
“Jack.” In fact, the building owner is
listed as 116 Mosholu LLC. We apologize
for these errors.



Virtual
Marketing

Workshop

Thursday, May 27
5:30-6:30 pm EST

For the zoom link or any questions,
send an email to:
mpcampcbronx.com
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¥ Attending this webinar gives

you access to FREE one on
one consultations with a
marketing specialist to
address all of your business’
needs

The webinar will provide an
overview of the topics you
and the marketing specialist
can go in depth on during
your one on one consultations

From these one on one
consultations you will get an
individualized marketing plan
to help recover post-covid
regulations

OMPC

ks . [ i 1

Virtual de

Marketing

Jueves, 27 de mayo
5:30-6:30 pm EST

Para el link de zoom u otras preguntas,
nuestro correo electronico:
mpcampcbronx.com

Si participa en el taller

virtual, tendra acceso a una
consulta gratuita con un
especialista en marketing
que le ayudara con las
necesidades de su negocio
El taller virtual le
proporcionara informacion
general que luego el
especialista en marketing
aexplicara en mas detalle
durante las consultas
gratuitas personalizadas

De estas consultas, usted
recibira un plan de marketing
personalizado para
rehabilitar su negocio de las
regulaciones pos-covid

OMPC

[T
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Editor’s Note: We reserve the right to edit letters for space, clarity, civility and accuracy.

Real Way to

Support Troops

Politicians love to
claim they support our
troops, but as Dawn
Clancy’s excellent ar-
ticle, “What We Now
Know About Veterans &
Health,” [Norwood News,
May 13-26] shows, they
are doing nothing to
eliminate obstacles that
prevent veterans from
receiving needed men-
tal health assistance.
When problems develop
while they’re still in uni-
form, treatment should
immediately be avail-
able. That is just. Giving
them less than honor-
able discharges is not.
Also, soldiers enlist
for the heroic purpose
of defending our coun-

try. That’s the way they
should be used. They
should not be used to de-
fend business interests
of our oil companies or
other corporations. No
soldier should kill, suffer
or die fighting in an un-
just military action. We
don’t need to continue
to have 22 veterans, 22 a
day, dying by suicide

Richard Warren,
Van Cortlandt Village

Let Us All Give
Thanks

As we begin to see
the light at the end of
the COVID-19 tunnel,
we must stop and say,
“thank you,” to those
operating  businesses
throughout this pan-

WE ACCEPT |
B !l.'_a L)

demic.

I am selecting Ms.
Sile Moloney, editor of
the Norwood News, who
kept this valuable voice
of our beloved com-
munity going. Despite
the change in leader-
ship, and hitting some
small bumps, our voice
in Norwood was there!
Ms. Moloney deserves
out undying gratitude,
along with her team.

I would urge you,
my fellow Norwoodites,
to select a local store or
business such as a den-
tal office or bodega and
go in and thank the own-
ers and employees for
staying open. When you
see me on the street, tell

are the volunteers like
Ms. Elizabeth Quaranta
of the Friends of Mo-
sholu Parkway, and all
volunteers who worked
during COVID to keep
our parkway flourish-
ing! Remember to keep
a small plastic bag on
your person to pick up
any recyclables you may
come across when you
leave your home.

We are all in this to-
gether, and together we
will weather this pan-
demic and put it in our
rear-view window, hope-
fully sooner rather than
later! And then, we will
have a huge party in the
Williamsbridge Oval or
onMosholuParkway, but
no barbequing! We will
sing either “God Bless
America” or “America
the Beautiful.” Let me
also know your prefer-
ence.

More than 24/7 Ser-
vice Needed to Bring
Back Riders

Resumption of full
subway service is good
news as The Big Apple
has always been a 24/7
town. More people now
work different hours
from the old 9 to 5 rou-
tine, decades ago. How-
ever, there are still other
outstanding issues to be
resolved before the five
million, pre COVID-19
ridership will return.

Riders remain con-
cerned about criminal
activity, homelessness,
and vandalism. This
needs to be dealt with if
the MTA wants to see a
return to pre COVID-19
ridershipnumbers. Have
thepolice deal with more
important issues than
immigrant vendors sell-
ing churros, and other
products underground.
Return to the days when

me who you selected. Richard Marias, a transit police officer
Other peopletothank  Norwood was assigned to ride
SPONSORED CONTENT

New Clinical Study To Help People
Who Are Living With Chronic Pain

Allen Burton, M.D.,
Medical Director,
Abbott Neuromodulation

Abbott’s DISTINCT Clinical Study
is Here to Help People in Your Neigh-
borhood Who are Living with Chronic
Low Back Pain

Low back pain is the world’s leading
cause of years lost to disability, accord-
ing to a study in The Lancet. And for 20
percent of patients, low back pain can
become ‘“chronic,” which the National
Institute of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke defines as pain that persists for
six months or more.

Now, a clinical study, which recently
got underway at Montefiore Medical
Center - Waters Place, Bronx, N.Y., is
investigating a distinct new way to help
treat people who suffer with chronic low
back pain. The DISTINCT (Dorsal spl-
nal cord STImulatioN vs mediCal man-
agement for the Treatment of low back
pain) study, sponsored by Abbott, will
compare the use of spinal cord stimu-
lation (SCS) to standard medical care,
which can include taking medicine. The
goal of the study will be to determine
how much a patient’s level of pain, phys-
ical function and emotional well-being
improves under each type of care.

SCStreats peopleliving with chronic
pain by using mild electrical pulses de-
livered by a small implant to change
pain signals as they travel from the spi-

nal cord to the brain. The study will use
Abbott’s BurstDR SCS device, which
has been used over the past five years to
help those affected by back pain.

Currently, doctors do not have con-
sistent treatment guidelines for chronic
low back pain. Many patients start on
a regimen of over-the-counter anti-in-
flammatory medications and exercise
or physical therapy. Some will eventu-
ally be prescribed opioids for the pain,
while others might qualify for surgery.
For those who are not able to have sur-
gery, treatment options can be limited.

Findings from the study could an-
swer questions healthcare providers
have about how to treat low back pain
in patients who are not able to have sur-
gery and for whom there are limited
treatment options. This could also help
inform future standards of care, and
provide insurance companies with the
evidence necessary to demonstrate the
benefit of SCS for patients who are not
able to have surgery.

The DISTINCT study is now enroll-
ing at up to 30 sites across the United
States. Patients will be randomized to
either SCS treatment or be treated with
medication. Participants will be fol-
lowed in-clinic and via telephone over
atwo-year period.

To see if you may be eligible for Ab-
bott’s DISTINCT study and to obtain
more information on how to enroll,
visit Neurostudies.abbott.

each train, and others
patrolled stations. This,
along with the installa-
tion of security cameras
on trains and stations,
might help to reduce
crime.

As more riders re-
turn, there will also
be a potential increase
in rats, mice, and lit-
ter. Place more trash
cans in stations. Con-
sider installing sepa-
rate cans for recycling
newspapers, plastic, and
glass. Selling advertis-
ing on the side of cans
could generate revenue
to help cover the costs of
more frequent, off-peak,
and late-night collection
and disposals.

Conductors  should
try and refrain from
closing the doors while
riders attempt to cross
the platform, attempting
transfers from a local to
an express train.

Find better solutions
to waiting for or rid-
ing the subway while
having the “urge to
g20.” The odds of find-
ing a working bathroom
for “relief” may be too
late. Until the 1960s,
most subway stations
had clean, safe, working
bathrooms with toilet
paper. Revenues gener-
ated from a 10-cent fee
helped cover the costs.
Increase the number
of open, fully equipped
bathrooms at more of
the 471 subway stations.
Working bathrooms are
better than the current
unpleasant alternatives,
which contribute to
dirty subways. Increase
the number of ADA com-
pliant stations.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

TO REPORT A
STORY TO THE
NORWOOD NEWS

CALL US AT
718-324-4998
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VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS AVAILABL

INTRODUCING: MAPLE MAUSOLEUM AT WOODLAWN

A NEW SANCTUARY IN THE CITY

At The Woodlawn Cemetery, we are proud to offer families
a variety of options for a final resting place - including
pre-construction plans for our beautiful, brand new Maple
Mausoleum. This cost-effective, environmentally friendly
alternative to in-ground burial allows generations of loved
ones to visit the very place we think inspired the phrase
“rest in peace! Take advantage of our advanced planning,
pre-construction savings and gain peace of mind knowing
your plans are in writing.

Our New Maple Mausoleum Will Consist of:

« Nine outdoor buildings

- Each houses individual crypts and niches for cremation

- Elegant granite fronts

- Above ground and easy accessibility makes visiting a pleasure
« Located in one of our most stunning sections of the cemetery

Why wait to put your end-of-life plans in place?

Call now and one of our very experienced, knowledgeable
Family Service Associates will assist you.

WOODLAWN

CEMETERY  CREMATORY  CONSERVANCY

4199 Webster Ave., Bronx, NY 10470

CONTACT US FOR PRE-ARRANGEMENTS
(718) 920-0500

info@woodlawn.org
www.woodlawn.org




22 » May 27-June 9, 2021 ® Norwood News

Out &Ab out

Compiled by RACHEL DALLOO

at (718) 542-4284 or email
volunteer@bronxriver.org.

Events

Want to help clean up local
gardens, for spring and
summer planting? Then join the
Bronx River Alliance on May
27, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

for Tidy Thursday. Come help
remove litter and support local
gardens for spring plantings
and maintenance. Tasks
include litter pick-up, weed
removal, green infrastructure
maintenance and plantings.
Hand sanitizer, masks, gloves,
social distancing guidelines,
and temperature checks

are provided to prevent the
spread of Covid-19. For more
information, please contact
Lexi, the volunteer coordinator,

The Golden Brush Awards,
presented by Guerinos
against Graffitti, will be held
on Thursday, May 27, from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. during the 52
Precinct Council meeting,

the first meeting to be held
physically, this year, at 3016
Webster Avenue, in Norwood.

Looking to start a new piece of
writing or a creative project?
Longing to get back to the page,
but finding yourself blocked?
Join the NYCWP’s Generative
Writing Boot Camp from

June 1 to June 3, from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m., for three days of
generating your own creative
writing! Over this three-day
“boot camp,” writers will have

] [

Saint Gabriel School I \

590 West 235th Street
Bronx, New York 10463

Saint Gabriel School is now accepting applications for admission to Kindergarten and grades 1 through 7
We are looking forward to safely returning to five full days of in person instruction for all students.
We are excited to welcome new families to our vibrant Saint Gabriel Catholic School Community.

Children of all faiths are welcome.

Please visit our website at www.saintGabrielSchoolBronx.org to view our virtual tour and learn more about
our school. Applications for admission may filed at www.ApplyCatholicSchoolsNY.Org. Scholarships and
financial aid packages are available to families who qualify.

Please call us at 718 548-0444 for further information.

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram , and Twitter @ StGabrielBX.

f[E]»

the opportunity to engage

with a variety of prompts, and
participate in micro-studies of
various craft elements, creative
forms, and model readings. To
register or for more information,
visit https://www.lehman.edu
and go to “All Events” or email
jane.higgins@lehman.cuny.edu.

Hudson Park at W. 227th Street
and Independence Avenue and
will end at W. 231st Street and
Broadway. You can request a
reservation by contacting: info@
kingsbridgehistoricalsociety.
org. You can also become

a member at https://
kingsbridgehistoricalsociety.org/

Registration is required by May
31.

Interested in learning about
sustainability? Then join
Montefiore Hospital on June

2 from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. for
Sustaining Improvement:

The Intersection of

Quality Improvement and
Implementation Science. The
speaker for this event is Dr.
Rohit Ramaswamy, professor at
the University of North Carolina.
For more information about

this event, contact Noodal@

montefiore.org.
Movement

Kingsbridge Historical Society
(KHS) members will be going
on a Revolutionary Walking
Tour of Spuyten Duyvil and
Kingsbridge on June 12, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The group
will visit the locations of several
small forts, the strategic King’s
Bridge, and a prominent local
tavern. Members will also

stop at the homesites of local
residents, whose lives were
upended, and whose families
were divided by conflict.
Capacity is limited so this
event is for members only, and
reservations are required. The
walk will begin at the Henry
Hudson monument in Henry

donate/.
Food

Celebrate the Bronx’s diverse
culture and cuisine and try up-
and-coming food concepts at
the Bronx Night Market on May
29, from 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. at
Fordham Plaza. Support small
& local businesses including
20+ food vendors. Family

and pet friendly, the event is
free to attend. As the city of
New York moves to reopen

by July 1, Bronx Night Market
is announcing an open call to
musicians and entertainers from
New York City to perform at

the market. Go to https://www.
thebronxnightmarket. com/ for
more information.

Music

Bronx River Arts Center (BRAC)
presents “Streams of Black
Music,” a concert series
honoring Black Music Month
during June 2021. Join BRAC
on June 5 from 4 p.m. to 5:15
p.m. to hear music from “Anton
Kot and Friends.” To learn more
about this event, or to register,
visit https://www.eventbrite.
com and search for “Bronx
River Sounds 2021: Streams
of of Black Music May 22-June
19, 2021.”

Man, 39, Found Dead in Norwood

By SILE MOLONEY

On Thursday, May 20, in the
early afternoon, emergency ser-
vices responded to a call from 3395
Reservoir Oval West in Norwood,
following reports that a male
neighbor had not been seen for
about a week. After trying unsuc-
cessfully to contact the man who
lived in one of the building’s apart-
ments, FDNY entered his home.
Police later confirmed that offi-
cers discovered an unconscious
and unresponsive 39-year-old man
inbed. They said EMS pronounced
the man deceased, that the Medi-
cal Examiner will determine the
cause of death, that the investiga-

tion is ongoing, and the death is
not considered suspicious.

A source, based at the build-
ing, told the Norwood News that he
used to see the deceased man with
ayoung girl of about 5 years of age,
who he assumed was his daughter.
He said he would see him take her
toand from school. The source said
he had not seen the young girl in
about eight months. He added that
the man tended to keep to himself,
and was sometimes seen outside
on the stoop, smoking marijuana.
Neighbors apparently placed can-
dles outside the building on the
day it became apparent the man
had died.
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CHANGING LIVES & TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES...

ONE SCHOLAR AT A TIME!

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL

We are a high performing academically rigorous college-prep
located in the Riverdale/Kingsbridge Sector of the Bronx.
International Leadership Charter High School is a tuition free
institution that aims to prepare the young men and women of
the Bronx not only for the demands of higher education, but
also for leading productive and meaningful lives. The
International Leaderships’ scholars represent some of the
world’s future leaders. Our vision over the past 15 years is to
provide College Preparatory Curriculum and an inclusive
learning environment that promotes high academic
expectations for all!

For More Information visit our website www.ilchs.org Or
Contact Edilis Gonzalez egonzalez@ilchs.org 718-562-2300
ext.404 to schedule an appointment to visit our school.

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP CHARTER HIGH SCHOOL

Somos una escuela secundaria de preparacion universitaria
académicamente rigurosa de alto rendimiento ubicada en el
sector Riverdale / Kingsbridge del Bronx. International
Leadership Charter High School es una institucion gratuita que
tiene como obijetivo preparar a los hombres y mujeres jovenes
del Bronx no solo para las demandas de la educacion superior,
sino también para llevar una vida productiva y significativa. Los
estudiantes de International Leaderships representan a
algunos de los futuros lideres del mundo. Nuestra vision
durante los Ultimos 15 afios es para tener una de escuela
secundarias autonomas de liderazgo internacionale y
programas de estudios de preparacion universitaria. Tenemos
un ambiente de aprendizaje inclusivo que promueve altas
expectativas académicas para todos!

Para mas informacion visite nuestra pdgina electronica
www.ilchs.org or Correo eletronico a la senora Gonzalez at
egonzalez@ilchs.org Telefono 718-562-2300 ext 404 para
programar una visita a nuestra escuela.

International Leadership Charter High School
3030 Riverdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10463
718-562-2300 / www.ilchs.org

iy

Upcoming Orientations & School Tours:

May 6th - June 11th

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP

CHARTER HIGH SCHOOIL
- THE BROMY, SNEW WOHRE
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Laborers’ Rep Calls Out “Corporate Greed” Amid Elevator Gollapse

By DAWN CLANCY &
SILE MOLONEY

The FDNY reported
that an elevator collapsed
at 8.17 a.m. on Wednesday,
May 19, at 20 Bruckner
Boulevard in Port Morris,
in the South Bronx. On ar-
rival, they found one per-
son dead and another in
critical condition. The in-
cident was reported on the
Citizen’s App, and a veri-
fied video was uploaded to
the site showing several
fire trucks outside the
building.

The NYPD later pro-
vided an official report,
saying, “On Wednesday,
May 19, 2021, at approxi-
mately 8.00 hours, police
responded to a 911 call
of an elevator collapse at
20 Bruckner Boulevard,
within the confines of the
40 Precinct.”

The statement contin-
ued, “Uponarrival, officers
encountered two uncon-
scious and unresponsive
adult males inside of an el-
evator. EMS responded to
the scene and pronounced
one male deceased. The
second male, a 29-year-old,
was transported to NYC
Health & Hospitals/Lin-
coln in critical condition.
The preliminary investi-
gation revealed that the
two males, construction
workers, were loading ma-
terial into a freight eleva-
tor on the 5th floor when
it fell. The Department of
Buildings and Office of
Emergency Management
were notified, and the in-

vestigation is ongoing.”

Norwood News reached
out to New York City De-
partment of Buildings
(DOB) on the day of the ac-
cident and Andrew Rudan-
sky provided the following
statement. “Every worker
who leaves for the job site
in the morning deserves to
come home safely at night.
We are committed to find-
ing out how this tragic in-
cident occurred, and if we
find that safety rules were
ignored, we will hold those
responsible to account.”

He added, “Along with
our partners in law en-
forcement, investigators
from our Construction
Safety and Elevator En-
forcement units will be
conducting a thorough in-
vestigation of the events
that led up to this inci-
dent.”

Rudansky said the
location had active con-
struction permits for a
major alteration and ver-
tical enlargement of the
existing building. DOB’s
preliminary investigation
determined that the two
construction workers were
using the elevator at the
work site to transport con-
struction debris between
floors, when the elevator
device fell to the bottom
floor.

The agency issued a
Full Stop Work Order for
the entire work site, and
the investigation into the
incident was ongoing. En-
forcement actions were
pending the results of the

investigation.

According to DOB re-
cords, there are three
buildings at the lot loca-
tion, at 18-22 Bruckner
Boulevard, and as of May
19,34 complaints had been-
logged in respect of the
building. Meanwhile, 78 vi-
olations had been recorded
by DOB, and 44 other vio-
lations recorded by other
City agencies.

Regarding the elevator
records, specifically, 53 vi-
olations had been recorded
between 1991 and 2017,
while 282 inspections had
been carried out between
1990 and 2021. The last re-
corded routine elevator
inspection was carried out
on Jan. 11, 2021, when no
violation was found.

According to the self-
reported ownership infor-
mation provided to DOB
on the recent work appli-
cation associated with the
site, the business owner
of the building appears to
be Bruckner Development
LLC c/o MADD Equities.
Norwood News reached
out to MADD Equities on
behalf of Bruckner Devel-
opment LLC for comment.
The named contact who
answered the phone de-
clined to comment on the
matter.

The previous 1952
Certificate of Occupancy
shows the building used
to have legal occupancy as
a manufacturing and stor-
age space. Meanwhile, the
name of the impacted el-
evator company is Alpha

Elevator, Inc. We called the
company for comment, but
the line was either engaged
or otherwise unavailable.

DOB issuesmonthly en-
forcement bulletins, high-
lighting buildings which
do not comply with DOB
regulations, along with the
agency’s actions in sanc-
tioning and deterring bad
actors in the construction
industry, through the en-
forcement of safety laws,
and codes of conduct for
construction profession-
als.The latest bulletin, is-
sued on April 30, which
covered March, did not ref-
erence the Bruckner Blvd
building.

Norwood News attempted
to speak to some construc-
tion workers at the site of
the Bruckner Blvd inci-
dent on the day of the inci-
dent, but they declined to
comment.

Anthony Williamson is
the Bronx representative
of Local 79, Construction
and General Building La-
borers. He spoke tothe Nor-
wood News about the dan-
gers faced by construction
workers in the building
industry, saying, “This is
the kind of thing we want
to avoid happening. This is
[a] $1 billion water develop-
ment happening here, in
an Opportunity Zone - un-
der the Trump administra-
tion, a $2 billion Opportu-
nity Zone.”

Williamson was not
specifically referring to
the Bruckner Boulevard
building in his remarks,
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but to construction in the
South Bronx waterfront
vicinity generally. “What’s
happening here, there’s a
mix/combination of skilled
and unskilled, trained and
untrained workers, and
because of the untrained
workers, working in this
environment, that’s cre-
ated these things that have
happened,” he said.

“We're asking the of-
ficials, the people who are
responsible, the elected
officials, to take a grip of
themselves because this
is unacceptable,” he said.
“Here you have a $1 billion
water construction, using
unskilled workers.”

The lobby group, Rein-
vent Albany, is supportive
of legislation sponsored
by Bronx Assemblyman
Jeffrey Dinowitz to es-
sentially reverse the tax
breaks earned by develop-
ers under the Trump 2017
tax laws, relating to so-
called Opportunity Zones.
Many independent fiscal
watchdog groups say the
Opportunity Zone program
was a tremendous waste of
taxpayer dollars and did
nothing for the lower-in-
come communities it was
claiming to help.

“Rather than bring-
ing jobs to disadvantaged
New Yorkers, the program
instead serves as need-
less corporate welfare in
a state that already gives
out billions in tax breaks
to real estate,” a Reinvent
Albany representative told
the Norwood News, last
year.

According to lobby
group, prior to COVID-19,
New York State and local
governments gave away
approximately $10 billion
a year in business subsi-
dies — among the most of
any state.

Meanwhile, William-
son said the hiring prob-
lem was not a union ver-
sus non-union issue when
it came to workers. It was
skilled versus unskilled.
He said that developers
were getting away with
hiring low-paid workers
and cutting corners at the
expense of people. “It’s
called corporate greed,”
he said “It’s people over
money. He said the major-
ity of construction work-
ers in the area were minor-
ities and people of color.

He continued, “Now,
here is a guy that the fam-
ily will never see him no
more and the other guy,
I understand, who is in-
jured, who knows what
condition he’s going to

be in? And these are the
kinds of things we want to
stop.”

Williamson went on
to talk about a company
called Brookfield Proper-
ties, which he alleged was
an international conglom-
erate which hired and paid
laborers as low as $15 an
hour, without healthcare
and benefits amid the pan-
demic.

Williamson acknowl-
edged that he didn’t know
the exact circumstances
of the Bruckner Boule-
vard situation. He added,
“It doesn’t matter if you're
an elevator construction
worker, you're a plumber,
or youre a laborer who
holds a shovel in your
hand. The fact remains
that you've got tobe treated
with dignity and respect,
and contractors have got
to stop cutting corners at
the expense of people.”

Norwood News has
reached out to Brookfield
Properties for comment on
what Williamson said. We
did not receive an immedi-
ate response.

A separate construc-
tion accidentwas reported
on the Citizen’s Appat 86
34th St. in Greenwood,
Brooklyn on May 10, which
also involved a collapsed
freight elevator.One user
said “multiple officers”
reported that people were
trapped inside the eleva-
tor and that some were
injured, including one per-
son with a back injury.

According to Citizen,
EMS was called and the
FDNY responded to the
incident, which users said
happened in Building 6
of Industry City. Citizen
users later reported that
police said two officers
incurred non-life-threat-
ening injuries arising
from the incident.Nor-
wood News reached out to
the NYPD to inquireabout
the cause of the incident
in Brooklyn. We did not
receive an immediate re-
sponse.

On Saturday, May 22,
the New York Daily News re-
ported that authorities con-
firmed a construction worker
had died that day after falling
four stories at a construc-
tion site in Long Island City,
Queens. Preliminary reports
said the victim fell down an
elevator shaft at about 9:30
a.m. He was rushed to Mt.
Sinai Queens, where he suc-
cumbed to his injuries.

We are following up with
the DOB as to the cause of
these two separate elevator
incidents.
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HEALTH

CHECK

Celebrate World Health
Hygiene Day!

By JOSEPH LOPEZ

When I was growing up, my mother always asked me if [ had washed my
hands. To be honest, I always said “yes,” whether I had washed them or not.
Like most kids, I didn’t understand the importance of handwashing. As an
adult, though, I realize that my mother’s constant reminders to wash my
hands weren’t nagging; she was just teaching me good hygiene. And we can
all recognize the importance of this, living through a global pandemic.

On May 5, we celebrated World Health Hygiene Day. We celebrate this day
each year by reminding ourselves of what proper health hygiene is. Accord-
ing to the World Health Organization, hands are the main way germs are
transmitted, so washing our hands is the best way to stop spreading germs.

We should wash our hands regularly, and specifically in these situations,
when we are likely to be exposed to germs:

« before, during and after preparing food;

« before and after eating;

« before and after caring for someone who is sick;

- after changing diapers or cleaning a child who has used the toilet;

« before and after treating a cut or wound;

- after blowing our noses, coughing or sneezing;

- after handling pets or pet food;

- after touching garbage;

- after using the toilet.

Washing your hands is easy. Just follow these five steps every time:
1) Wet your hands with clean running water (it can be warm or cold), turn
off the tap and put soap on your hands.
2) Rub your hands together with the soap. Lather the backs of your hands,
between your fingers, and under your nails.
3) Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds. Hum the “Happy Birthday” song
twice to help time yourself.
4) Rinse your hands well under clean running water.
5) Dry your hands and turn off the tap using a clean towel. If clean towels
aren’t available, let your hands air dry.
6) If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand san-
itizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

For more information about hand hygiene and World Health Hygiene
Day, visit the World Health Organization at www.who.int and the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention at www.cdc.gov.

Joseph Lopez is a health educator at Montefiore Health System’s Office of Com-
munity & Population Health.

Follow the Norwood News

on Facebook and
{@norwoodnews on Twitter
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Dismay Over Community Garden Eviction

(continued from page 1)

Pultinas said he started the garden,
a fenced off section of the school’s cam-
pus, located between West Mosholu
Parkway South and Goulden Avenue,
as an informal project with his stu-
dents in 2010. Together with student
interns and some local volunteers, he
said it was later formally launched
with the school’s blessing and was
named “Meg’s Garden.”

This was in honor and memory of
Megan Charlop, a longtime, Bronx
community activist and volunteer.
Charlop had been director of the Di-
vision of Community Health at Mon-
tefiore’s School of Health, where she
oversaw medical clinics at 16 Bronx
schools. She was tragically Kkilled in a
bicycle accident on March 17, 2010, aged
57.

Pultinas retired from his formal
role at the school in 2017. A year later,
he opened the James Baldwin Outdoor
Learning Center (JBOLC), a nonprofit
with an address at 100 W Mosholu
Pkwy S, Bronx, NY 10468, which is the
school’s campus address. The center
hires student interns and, up until last
month, had been teaching them how
to grow fruits and vegetables at Meg’s
Garden. Pultinas named the center af-
ter James Baldwin, the essayist, poet,
and activist who graduated from Dew-
itt Clinton High School in 1942.

Serving as founder and director of
the center, Pultinas said he opened it
“to keep those projects going,” refer-
ring to different student gardening
projects. Since he began the work in
2010, Pultinas said his programs have
served thousands of students over the
years.

“DeWitt Clinton administration
encouraged us, since my retirement,
that our organization, would become
an official school partner once we be-
came a 501-C3, purchased the proper li-
ability insurance, and prepared a draft
of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) - all of which we did,” Pultinas
said. “There was tacit agreement that
our plans were approved and encour-
aged since we were led to believe thatan
agreement would soon be in place.” Of
the Clinton Campus Council’s decision
to evict the group from the school gar-
den, Pultinas said it happened once the
school returned to in-class learning.
“They condoned the project for many
years, so it was a shock when they
came back from the COVID break, ba-
sically back to in-person instruction in
the school,” he said.

“We shared with them our annual
report which showed we were really
very active during COVID,” he added,
saying they have distributed more than
2,400 pounds of food to the community,

contributing to local disaster relief.

For example, among other projects,
the group hosts the JBOLC Farmer’s
Market each Saturday. The market is
held on public property along Sedge-
wick Avenue, between Goulden Ave-
nue and West Mosholu Parkway South.
However, a google search for the mar-
ket lists it as being located at the school
campus address.

Pultinas received the formal,
emailed notice of eviction from Meg’s
Garden on April 23 from the campus
council, which comprises the princi-
pals of four public schools operating
on the DeWitt Clinton campus. These
are Bronx Collaborative High School,
Worldview High School, DeWitt Clin-
ton High School, and District 75 High
School. The latter is a new school that
is part of the Special Ed TOP program
for special needs students.

In the notice, a copy of which has
been obtained by Norwood News, Pulti-
nas was informed that a vote had been
taken on whether to continue issuing
the required permit to JBOLC to allow
them to continue their work in the gar-
den. Three were against, none were in
favor, and there was one abstention.

The council thanked Pultinas for
his presentation of the center’s annual
report to them on April 20, and then re-
ferring to a specific NYC Department
of Education (DOE) regulation, wrote,
“We feel issuing this permit is not in
the best interest of the campus or our
students.”

The council also instructed Pulti-
nas to comply with a series of actions
by May 12. These included the removal
of all personal/JBOLC equipment from
the DeWitt Clinton Campus, the re-
moval of all mention of/or association
with the DeWitt Clinton Campus from
the JBOLC website and all published
material, and the removal of the cam-
pus address from the JBOLC website
as the “location” of the JBOLC Farm-
er’s Market.

The May 12 deadline has since been
extended to June 4. In conclusion, the
email notice read, “We are informing
you that at no point can you, or any
member of the JBOLC enter onto or in-
vite anyone onto the grounds of DeWitt
Clinton Campus.”

Student farmer and DeWitt Clinton
senior, Brigitte Buntin, became a paid
intern at JBOLC three years ago. Re-
acting to news of the eviction, she said,
“The news really made me angry, but
also sad at the same time, because the
school was saying that the program
was not doing anything for the stu-
dents, and that it is not beneficial for
the school.” She said she didn’t follow
what the school officials were talking
about when they said this because the

center/program was providing the stu-
dents with jobs.

Buntin added, “We’re learning how
important community gardens are, and
things like that, that the school doesn’t
teach, and it’s kind of sad that they’re
taking that away from the students.”

Meanwhile, Pultinas said the gar-
den is self-funded through grants re-
ceived through JBOLC from institu-
tions like United Way and the National
Endowment for the Arts. He said he
currently has 11 kids working for him,
and that monies earned go back into
the garden. Pultinas said the school
has not had any outlays for the upkeep
of the garden, as these have all been
handled by the center.

At the Farmer’s Market held on Sat-
urday, May 22, JBOLC’s Sung Kim was
busy working with two young children
who were seen watering plants and
assisting Kim at a separate “pollina-
tor garden,” which is also run by the
JBOLC. “We want to engage children
to teach them how to grow and nourish
flowers,” she said, adding that it helped
to beautify the area.

In reference to Meg’s Garden, Kim
said, “They gave us an eviction notice
without good reason, so all of the com-
munity members are very upset that
we can’t go into the garden anymore.”
Meanwhile, the pollinator garden is
located on a Department of Transpor-
tation traffic island, across from busy
Sedgewick Avenue, and not on DeW-
itt Clinton property. Consequently,
neither the pollinator garden nor the
Farmers Market will be affected by the
eviction order.

Pultinas confirmed that irrespec-
tive of what happens with Meg’s Gar-
den, the students will maintain their
jobs working at the Farmer’s Market
on Saturdays, selling donated bread
from Terranova Bakery in Belmont
and since they no longer have access
to sell any fruits or vegetables at the
market.

“Luckily, we're still running the
market, so our students are still going
to be working as interns,” he said. “But
the full experience of what we had go-
ing here was really much more. It was
kind of the whole connection between
nature and growing, and the market,
and perennial herbs and seeds and
things like this that we would gather
for the market. We grew a lot of vegeta-
bles to donate to the market.”

Members of JBOLC had been al-
lowed keep unsold food from the Farm-
er’s Market, and had used it to stock
two community refrigerators - one at
Jerome Avenue and Bedford Park Bou-
levard, and a second in Kingsbridge at
West 2427 Street and Broadway, serv-
ing as lifelines to disadvantaged mem-

bers of the local community.

On Monday, May 24, a call and an
email request by Norwood News to the
four principals at DeWitt Clinton High
School and an email sent to DOE super-
intendent, Sabrina Cook, generated a
response from assistant principal, Ste-
ven Deep, who forwarded the query to
the DOE press office.

Sarah Casasnovas of the DOE re-
sponded, saying, “Schools should be a
safe collaborative space for students
and staff, and this group has not been
issued an extended use permit since
2019, due to violations against DOE reg-
ulations.” The DOE alleges that JBOLC
failed to maintain the garden, ignored
directives to cease operations, referred
to the school’s property as a “commu-
nity garden,” and changed the land-
scaping of the campus grounds without
approval. As such, DOE said the group
was no longer fit to partner with the
school. Casanovas added, “The gar-
den is temporarily closed until a new
partner is found that will keep the area
safe and useable for the school commu-
nity.”

Norwood News reached out to Pul-
tinas for comment, following the feed-
back from DOE. He described it as “ab-
surd,” saying a common feature of all
DOE community schools is that “com-
munity members are engaged in activi-
ties that help build a stronger school
community.” He said the center took
this directive seriously. He added that
the allegation regarding the lack of up-
keep was equally absurd as the group
was unable to tend to the garden of
late as they were not permitted to en-
ter it. He said he doesn’t know what the
school is referring to when it refers to
the change of landscape, adding if they
meant digging shallow trenches, a com-
mon permaculture technique, this was
done to maximize rainwater retention.

Pultinas agrees the center does
not have a permit since 2019. “When
Mr. Deep, DWC Assistant Principal,
reminded us that we were operat-
ing without a permit, that is the first
thing I did. I requested a permit,” he
said. “That was when we received an
eviction notice with reason. By the
way, these complaints you're sharing
with us now are the first we ever re-
ceived. Note, they were made known to
us after we were evicted,” he added.

JBOLC’s Farmer’s Market will con-
tinue every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. until November 20, when the sea-
son ends. For more information on the
center’s gardening programs, residents
can visit the website: www.jamesbald-
winoutdoorlearningcenter.org.

*Sile Moloney contributed to this
story.



May 27-June 9, 2021 e Norwood News e 27

Jerome Gun HillBID
Merchant Spotlight " oD

Meet the team behind the recently opened Grill Hill restaurant, located at 236 E Gun Hill Road! Cousins
Ahmad and Hammam Alquran are bringing a taste of Jordan to the Jerome Gun Hill BID. Ahmad and
Hamman immigrated to the Bronx from Jordan in 2014, settling in Morris Park among family. They worked
as taxi drivers for five years before the wheels began turning and the idea for a restaurant was born.

“There is a need here. | was looking for the foods that | like and | couldn't find them. So we decided to
bring it to the community”, said Ahmad. “There is not a lot of fresh and homemade Mediterranean food in
the Bronx".

They chose Norwood for their first venture because of the mix of cultures, the presence of schools and
hospitals, and the absence of mediterranean cuisine.

“We want to give people the taste of our food and the chance to experience our culture”, said Ahmad.
Ahmad and Hammam have been cooking and preparing meals with family since a young age. “Some
things | learn from my family, some things we created by ourselves. We want to bring the same original
recipes from home to the restaurant, we don't want to Americanize it", said Ahmad.

They learned from their family members and have perfected their own blend of spices and marinades for
their fresh homemade hummus, tabouleh, shawarma, sauces, soups, and salads. The basmati rice as well
as the spices and seasonings, such as sumac and tahini, come straight from Jordan and their delicious pita
breads are sourced from a bakery in Pennsylvania. For the delicious shawarma they prepare the Halal
meats 24 hours in advance with a unique marinade you can only find at Grill Hill. *“We grind up whole
apples, oranges, carrots, and coriander and nutmeg and then let the meats sit overnight”, said Ahmad.

For Ahmad and Hamman their favorite menu itemns are the hummus, falafel, and tabouleh. Reflecting on
their home in Jordan, Ahmad and Hammam remember growing up eating hummus and tabouleh for
breakfast and shawarma for dinner. Their hope for the restaurant is to introduce the community to new
flavors and traditions. "We want everyone to eat our hummus every day!" said Ahmad.

The restaurant is currently open every day from 11 am to 11 pm. They are planning to offer local delivery
and catering soon. For updates follow their Instagram @grillhillnyc, Phone: (914) 259-6663
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