
By MIRIAM QUINONES &
SÍLE MOLONEY 

A number of residents who 
live in or adjacent to 3440 Gates 
Place in Norwood are living in 
fear of  large rats which, they 

said, are frequenting the alley-
way adjacent to the building 
where the tenants’ garbage is 
stored. At least one rat has en-
tered the basement of the adja-
cent dwelling, and though the 

residents have complained, in-
dividually and repeatedly, to the 
building’s super, landlord, and to 
a number of city agencies, they 
have yet to receive a satisfactory 
response. They said the situation 

is already a health hazard.    
The residents, who wish to 

remain anonymous out of fear of 
retaliation, have attributed the 
arrival of the rats to overflow-
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Residents Live
in Fear of Rats 

Photo by Miriam Quiñones. 

residents living at or adjacent to 3440 Gates Place in Norwood are fearful of rats which they say are drawn to excess, mishandled 
garbage that is being left in a dirty, adjacent alley way.
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Elections 2021: Sanchez Aims to Harness Bronx Power  
By SÍLE MOLONEY 

John Sanchez said there’s a role 
for everyone to play in changing soci-
ety. One of six remaining candidates 
aiming to replace newly elected Con-
gressman, Ritchie Torres, in the City 
Council 15th District race, Sanchez is 
focused on reducing unemployment, 
expanding affordable housing, and in-
vesting in municipal broadband ser-
vices as one way to address education 
inequality in the Bronx.   

Ever the optimist, he said cam-
paigning in a borough with a large 
non-voting population is not disheart-
ening. “Even if people can’t vote, they 
know people in their neighborhood 
that can vote, and even if people are 
unable to vote, they’re still able to sup-
port our campaign by making phone 
calls, sending emails, sending texts,” 
he said. “As a council member, I plan to 
involve everyone in our office, regard-
less of their ability to vote.” 

Leading a campaign powered 
largely by women, Sanchez sees his 
role as district manager of Bronx Com-
munity Board 6 as a natural spring-
board into City Council politics, say-
ing council members do very much 
the same thing as district managers, 
except they have a bigger budget, and 
they get to initiate and pass legisla-
tion.

“A major part of my platform is to 
invest in workforce development, spe-
cifically, doubling the funding that 
goes towards the Workforce 1 Cen-
ters,” he said. Because the pandemic 
has disproportionately affected the re-
tail and service sectors, which impact 
the Bronx economy more than in other 
boroughs where employees can work 
remotely, we asked Sanchez about the 
importance of job diversification.   

In response, he said he advocates 
for investment in nonprofits that al-
ready train Bronx residents how to 
get high-paying jobs that can be per-
formed remotely. “There are non-
profits such as Per Scholas Inc., The 
Knowledge House and Pursuit which 
train Bronx residents in web develop-
ment, computer science, without a col-
lege degree,” he said.  

With discretionary dollars the 
City Council has at its disposal, San-
chez said investment in such training 
would mean Bronx residents could 
earn $80,000 to $100,000 annually. He 
said it’s also possible to draw both 
public and private sector jobs to the 
Bronx. 

“What’s great about the district is 

we have some major anchor institu-
tions that can be attractive to the pri-
vate sector,” Sanchez said, referring to 
Fordham University, The Bronx Zoo, 
and The Botanical Gardens. 

He also wants to expand the city-
owned Bathgate Industrial Park to at-
tract more public and private sector in-
vestment, along with the Old Fordham 
Library and Tremont Park.

“We have the Old Fordham Library, 
[located at 2556 Bainbridge Avenue], 
which hasn’t been used in nearly a de-
cade, and we also have Tremont Park, 
which is the old site of Borough Hall, 
torn down in the ‘70s with a stairway 
to an empty patch of grass,” he said. 

“I’m proposing to develop both of 
those sites as job and workforce de-
velopment centers.” He said this was 
something the community wanted for a 
long time. “It needs to be done. 50 years 
is too long, and we need to restore the 
glory of that old past,” he said. 

We asked Sanchez why, in his opin-
ion, these sites were never identified 
or developed under the federal Oppor-
tunity Zones tax program, given the 
program’s objective was to re-develop 
underserved areas in exchange for at-
tractive tax breaks.  

“I think it depends,” he said. “I 
think there’s valid criticisms that the 
Opportunity Zones haven’t created op-
portunity for people that need it the 
most, but because the two properties 
I mentioned are city owned, there’s 

more leverage for the City in determin-
ing what happens with those sites.” 

He said focusing on city owned 
properties wields more power when 
partnering with private sector devel-
opers, in contrast with wholly private 
developments, where the City has less 
influence on what happens at a spe-
cific site. 

Though not in the 15th District, this 
raised the question as to why it has 
taken the city owned Kingsbridge Ar-
mory project so long to come to frui-
tion. “It’s a valid point,” he said. “It 
speaks to a larger point on how come 
it costs so much money to redevelop a 
site that the city owns.” 

Sanchez acknowledges the cost to 
renovate certain spaces is too high and 
said the point should be a major [re-
form] platform for the next city coun-
cil, across the board. “We’re dealing 
with limited dollars,” he said. 

“We need to have procurement re-
form. We need to change the cost of 
construction projects in the city and 
make them more affordable so we can 
get more done with less money, because 
if the costs keep ballooning, then we’ll 
never be able to have any improve-
ments in our parks, our libraries, or 
our streets. City Council can change 
that.”

He said there’s also a need to ex-
pand the availability of affordable 
housing. “We need to expand the base-

Photo courtesy of John Sanchez  
John Sanchez

(continued on page 19)
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“We’re cancelling it this year, unfortunately, 
yeah. My family is in New Jersey and 
they’re really cracking down because 
it’s really spiking over there. So, keep 
the kids safe and just do without this 
year. We’ll cook at home for ourselves 
and do something on the phone. That’s 
about it, but actually, physically going 
to a Thanksgiving dinner? Not this year. 
We’ll just call and wish everyone a happy 
Thanksgiving. That’s all we can do. 
Hopefully, next year we’ll see this thing 
go away. I don’t know. Viruses never go 
away. They’re always going to be there. It 
depends on how our bodies adjust to it.”
Melvin Scott,
New City, Westchester

“My plan for Thanksgiving is staying home 
because they cancelled. Yeah, my family 
cancelled it because they’re not having 
Thanksgiving, because it’s a big family 
so nobody’s getting together. We might 
have a little something, but it’s just me 
and my wife, and that’s it. We might buy a 
little turkey and cook it and that’s it. Yes, 
I’m disappointed because everything is 
shutting down again and it’s crazy. When 
is this going to stop, or when will they have 
a vaccine to cure everybody that’s sick? 
Millions of people are just falling down 
now. It’s horrible.”
Luis Ramos, 
Norwood

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

This week, following news of the latest recommendations and restrictions on 
movement in order to curtail the spread of the coronavirus, we asked readers 
how they plan to celebrate Thanksgiving.

“Well, this year is different because of the 
pandemic. During the summer, we thought, 
by now, we’d be back to normal, and 
winter is about to start and COVID is our 
main concern right now. Thanksgiving is 
always with family and friends. Every year, 
I invite people and they come over and get 
together at my family party. They live all 
over the city and some come from upstate, 
but so far this year, I didn’t invite anybody 
and I’m not thinking of inviting anyone, just 
my immediate family. Maybe I’ll watch TV 
and stay home.”
Mohammod Ali, 
Clason Point

“Of course, I will be with family. I’m going 
to go to my brother’s house, and I’m going 
to be with brothers and sisters. Yes, it’s 
going to be limited to a small family group. 
It’s not disappointing for me. I like big 
crowds, but I take it as it comes. I’m going 
to live my life normally. Whatever happens, 
happens. I won’t restrict myself. I could 
get hit by a car or, God forbid, you know? 
Death comes in different ways but it’s not 
going to stop me from living.”
Leo Al Kateeb, 
Yonkers, NY

“I think we should give the country back to 
the native Americans, as in the indigenous 
people of this land. It’s canceled. I’ll be 
with my husband and my cat. We normally 
travel to New Jersey. We might do ZOOM. 
They’ve been doing a lot of ZOOM lately. 
I hope we’re done with this by this time 
next year.”
Kathleen Hutchinson, 
Parkchester
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NEWS
BRIEFS

By SÍLE MOLONEY

New Charter School to Open in Fall 2023

New Law Requires Property 
Repairs in 60 Days

A new law introduced by As-
semblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 
establishes a 60-day maximum 
deadline for property owners to 
make court-ordered repairs to 
their property, the culmination 
of a nearly two-decade effort to 
honor the life of Jashawn Parker, 
who was 8 years old when he died 
in a Bronx fire at 3569 DeKalb 
Avenue in 2002. The building’s 
tenants had long decried extreme 
deterioration, but repairs were 
not made despite multiple court 
orders over two years. Tenants 
and advocates had been push-
ing for remediation of nearly 
400 code violations, including 
leaks and electrical problems. 
Housing Court judges granted at 
least two rulings that extended 
the property owner’s deadline to 
complete the needed repairs be-
fore the accidental electrical fire 
occurred.

Kingsbridge Armory Ice 
Rink Project 

Following some calls from 
residents to rethink the proposed 
ice-rink project at The Kings-
bridge Armory, Councilman Fer-
nanda Cabrera provided the fol-
lowing statement to the Norwood 
News. “I, and many others, have 
long awaited it’s [the Armory’s] 
repurposing into a facility that 
meets the community’s needs 
and aspirations. In early discus-
sions, many residents expressed 
strong interest in the Kings-
bridge Armory housing a school, 
the borough’s various museums, 
a high-quality supermarket, 
and family friendly forms of en-
tertainment, all of which would 
provide much needed jobs.  In 
view of the nationwide, state and 
local fiscal challenges due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the way for-
ward is not totally clear at this 
time.  However, I look forward 
to resolving the various issues 
associated with this project in a 
way that responds to the commu-
nity’s vision and needs.”

WIC Program Rules
Extended 

On Nov. 5, it was an-
nounced, in Albany, that 
close to 400,000 New Yorkers 
can continue to receive crit-
ical remote support through 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children, known 
as WIC, thanks to extended 
federal flexibilities. As the 
impact of the pandemic con-
tinues, more families may 
now be income-eligible and 
are strongly encouraged 
to apply for help. The WIC 
program provides access 
to healthy foods, as well 
as nutritional counseling, 
mental health support, and 
breastfeeding support to 
pregnant, breastfeeding, 
and postpartum women and 
children up to age five. 

City Issues
Clarification on Open
Storefronts Program

The Open Storefronts 
program was launched on 
Oct. 28, and allows exist-

ing, ground-floor, storefront 
businesses to use a portion 
of the sidewalk and road-
ways to display merchan-
dise, sell goods, and more 
from Oct. 30 to Dec. 31. On 
Nov. 12, the City issued fur-
ther guidance on the pro-
gram. Existing Stoop Line 
Stand licensee businesses 
can continue to operate un-
der existing regulations, 
without participating in 
the Open Storefronts pro-
gram. However, there are 
added benefits for those 
businesses which self-
certify and join the Open 
Storefronts program. More 
info is available at nyc.gov/
OpenStorefronts. 

 Track Maintenance on 
D Subway Line

Between Friday, Nov. 
20, at 9.30 p.m. and Mon-
day, Nov. 23, at 1 a.m., the 
D subway line will un-
dergo track maintenance. 
As a result, trains will 
be rerouted in Manhat-
tan and in Brooklyn. Up-

town trains will skip 170th 
Street, and from 174th to 
175th Streets. For service 
to these stations, take the 
D to Tremont Avenue, and 
transfer to a Coney-Island 
bound D. For service from 
these stations, take the D 
to 167th Street, and trans-
fer to an uptown D. 

Between Monday, Nov. 
30, at 10.45 p.m. and Friday, 
Dec. 4, at 1 a.m., there will 
be further track mainte-
nance on the D line. Coney 
Island-bound trains skip 
Union Street, 4th Avenue-
9th Street, Prospect Av-
enue and 25th Street sta-
tions. For service to these 
stations, take the D to 36th 
Street, and transfer to a 
Manhattan-bound D, N or 
R train. For service from 
these stations, take the 
D, N or R to Atlantic Ave-
nue-Barclays Center, and 
transfer to a Coney Island-
bound D.  

The subway is closed 
each night between 1 a.m. 
and 5 a.m. to clean the 

trains and stations. MTA 
is running an extra bus 
service overnight, includ-
ing new interborough 
routes. More information 
at new.mta.info.

Price Gouging Redress 

A number of resi-
dents have complained 
about price gouging in 
local stores, where they 
say items are either over-
priced, or the prices rung 
up at the check-out are not 
those advertised. Price 
gouging is illegal and 
anyone who has concerns 
about price gouging can 
report sudden and unex-
pected increases in con-
sumer goods by calling the 
consumer hotline toll free 
at 800-697-1220. This line 
is available seven days a 
week from 8:30 a.m. to 8.30 
p.m. Complaints can also 
be filed with the Depart-
ment of State Consumer 
Protection Division or 
with the New York Attor-
ney General’s Office. 

By SÍLE MOLONEY
Details of a new charter school to 

be located at 2720 Jerome Avenue in 
Fordham Manor were presented dur-
ing Bronx Community Board 7’s Edu-
cation, Youth and Libraries Committee 
meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 4. 

Jhennelle Robinson, committee 
chairperson, said “One of our priori-
ties was to have amenities for our grow-
ing community.” She added, “They’re 
building all these buildings, but with 
that comes families, and children, and 
we’re already strapped for [school] 
seats, so we need to continue to support 
any new schools or education programs 
coming in.” 

KIPP NYC public charter schools 
was founded in the South Bronx in 
1995. It is not the largest charter school 
system in the city, but it is well estab-
lished. According to its website, the 
group runs 15 free, public charter 
schools in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Har-
lem, and Washington Heights.

Through open enrollment, the 
group serves 5,970 students, 99 percent 
of whom are students of color, and con-
tinues to support 2,100 alumni. Twenty 
percent of students are classified as 
having special needs, and 88 percent 

qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. 
According to the KIPP NYC web-

site, its staff and teachers comprise 65 
percent people of color, and the group 
says it has a 95 percent average, student 
attendance rate. 

Targeted for opening in Fall 2023, 
the new structure will comprise a five-
floor, second elementary school and a 
middle school, serving 890 students. 
The site acquisition was completed in 
August 2020, and the site itself spans 
95,500 gross square feet.

The K-8 building will include a high 
school regulation-size gym, a stage in 
the gym for auditorium use, a cafeteria 
/ multi-purpose room, dedicated art, 
music and dance rooms, and a play ter-
race and outdoor ball field. 

Jane Martínez Dowling and Mariela 
Meza presented the project, with Mar-
tínez Dowling highlighting that the 
school will not just be a charter school 
but a space that can also be used by the 
community. 

Charter schools are free public 
schools that are independently run and 
given freedom to innovate inside and 
outside the classroom, with the “char-
ter” detailing the school’s mission, pro-
gram, students served, performance 

goals, and methods of assessment. 
Each charter is governed by a 

Board of Trustees comprised of com-
munity, business and education lead-
ers. Despite their independence, char-
ter schools and their Boards are still 
held accountable by the State for stu-
dent performance and charter school 
students take all required state assess-
ments.

Literacy, science and math make up 
the core curriculum at KIPP NYC, with 
science being introduced to students 
at a much earlier stage than in other 
schools. Electives covering subjects 
from art to drama will also be offered, 
while mindfulness will be incorporated 
into the curriculum for all students.  

Details of the construction phase of 
the project were requested by District 
Manager Ischia Bravo, who wanted to 
know of any anticipated disruption to 
local residents or services during at the 
weekends or otherwise. A site visit will 
also be scheduled. 

Plans are also underway by KIPP 
NYC to open a separate elementary 
school and middle school by 2023 in 
Mount Eden at 1504 Macombs Road. It is 
expected that the new schools will gen-
erate up to 500 jobs in the borough. 
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WINTER SPECIALS!

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATES

John Miller 917-642-0195
800-525-5102 • 718-767-0044

KITCHEN & BATH
Complete Renovation

And Remodeling,
Expert Tile, Grant

And Quartz
SIDING, ROOFING

& WINDOWS
Waterproong • Gutters

Sot & Fascia Repair, and more!
MASONRY WORK

Concrete Sidewalk Violations
Porches • Brick and Granite Steps

Paver Stones • Brick Pointing
Stucco, etc.

INTERIOR FLOORING
& PAINTING

FALL SPECIALS

Exp. 06/30/1407/31/1408/31/14

Exp. 06/30/1407/31/1408/31/14

Exp. 06/30/1407/31/1408/31/14

WEBSTER CAFE & DINER

CARRYOUT - DINE IN - DELIVERY

15OFF
% WITH THIS

COUPON

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

VALID IN STORE ONLY

PANCAKES, WAFFLES, FRENCH TOAST,
BURGERS, WRAPS, SALADS, TACOS & MORE

The Finest Latin & Italian Cusine

Since 1990

Bronx
Caridad & Louie’s

Restaurant
1660 E. Gun Hill Rd.

Bronx, NY. 10469
Phone: 718-862-3939

Yonkers
Caridad & Louie’s

Restaurant
187 S. Broadway,

Yonkers, NY 10701
Phone: 914-375-9777

New Rochelle
Caridad & Louie’s

Restaurant
241 North Ave.

New Rochelle, NY, 10801
Phone: 914-336-27763
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Stop Work Orders Issued at 2 of 4 New Norwood Projects

WHY PRESTON? 
• State-of-the-art science labs and new Engineering Tomorrow lab • AP classes and dual college credit classes with SUNY Albany  

• Faith centered, values-based community • Extensive co-curricular and sports programs  
• Abundant opportunities for academic scholarships—95% of Preston’s  

Class of 2019 were awarded scholarships and grants

PRESTON HIGH SCHOOL
 ––––– EST. 1947 –––––

A sponsored ministry of the Sisters of the Divine Compassion
VISIT WWW.PRESTONHS.ORG FOR EVENT TIMES AND DETAILS.  |  2780 SCHURZ AVENUE, BRONX, NY 10465 • 718-863-9134 

VIRTUAL 

OPEN 
HOUSE 

Tues., Oct. 20  
& Sun., Nov. 1

SPECIALIZED  
WEBINARS

 

 

SPONSORED CONTENT

Northwest Bronx Small Businesses: Apply Before Dec. 15 for PPE Micro Grants
By ARIANA CIPRIANI

Mosholu Preservation Corpo-
ration (MPC) is inviting Bronx 
small business owners to apply for 
PPE Micro Grants. The PPE Micro 
Grant program, made possible by 
The Robin Hood Foundation, pro-
vides direct relief to Bronx small 
business owners to ensure that 
their businesses remain compliant 
and safe for employees and custom-
ers. 

Fifty grantees will receive 
$1,000 in funding to cover the costs 
of COVID-19-related, personal, pro-
tective equipment expenses. Eligi-
ble expenses include masks, hand 
sanitizer, face shields, cleaning 
equipment, barriers, gloves, sig-
nage, and more.

  To be eligible for grant fund-
ing, businesses must be located in 
the Northwest Bronx, have a valid 
business EIN, and have less than 50 
employees. Applications are open 
from now until Dec. 15, 2020 at mid-
night, and funding will be awarded 
on a rolling basis until the funds 
are exhausted.

  Please apply online using 

your phone, computer, or tablet 
through this link: rebrand.ly/mp-
cppe.  Grantees will be notified of 
funding awards via email by Dec. 
30, 2020.

This opportunity is made possi-
ble by Robin Hood, New York City’s 
largest poverty fighting organiza-
tion.

Ariana Cipriani is Program Man-

ager at the Jerome Gun Hill BID. 
For more information about the BID, 
please follow @jeromegunhillbid on 
Instagram or head to our website, 
www.jeromegunhillbid.org.

Photo by SÍLE MOLONEY

Small businesses can now apply for PPE Micro Grants made possible by The Robin Hood Foundation. 
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Together, we offer an  
affordable Medicare Advantage 
plan with doctors you trust

Call 1-718-514-6274 (TTY: 711) or visit 
hioscar.com/medicare/bronx  
to enroll today. 

Montefiore + Oscar offer:

Monthly premiums as low as $0

Medical and prescription drug deductibles as low as $0

Primary care visit copays for $0

Same-day prescription home delivery for $01

You’ll get up to $4,280 in additional benefits each year,  
including dental, vision, hearing and an over-the-counter  
allowance. This is the Medicare Advantage plan you’ve earned.

r visit 

ver-the-counter 
e plan you’ve earned.

1Same day prescription delivery provided through  
Capsule pharmacy.

Oscar is an HMO with a Medicare contract.  
Enrollment in Oscar depends on contract renewal. 
Other providers are available in our network.  
H5126_H7322_H8961_MKTSEP20025S_M
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CRIME FILE By SÍLE MOLONEY 

by DAVID GREENE
A number of different events are 

scheduled throughout November to 
honor and assist America’s veterans, 
ranging from health seminars to legal 
discussions covering veterans’ rights. 
On Veterans’ Day, Nov. 11, local, 
elected officials gathered at Woodlawn 
Cemetery for the annual, wreath-lay-
ing ceremony at the monument dedi-
cated to those who served and died in 
World War I, the so-called “war to end 
all wars.” 

Unlike years past, this year, the 
25 or so attendees wore face masks, 
remained socially distant, and had 
plenty of hand sanitizer available, hy-
per-aware of the rising coronavirus 
cases reported across the city. 

Sadly, absent from this year’s event 
were those who would be recognized - 
service men from World War II and the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars. At previous 
events, many would often be seen cov-
ering their gray or balding heads with 
caps representing the carrier group or 
ships they served on as younger men 
and women. 

Instead, this year, they remained 

isolated by a pandemic that poses as 
great a threat to them as any Nazi or 
Japanese soldier. To date, 26,159 peo-
ple have died in New York State from 

COVID-19, and 65 percent of those were 
over 70 years of age.   

To mark Veterans’ Day, New York 
State Senator Jamaal Bailey, Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Councilman 
Andrew Cohen and Quamid Francis, 
the deputy chief of staff at the New 
York City Department of Veterans’ 
Services, joined Mitch Rose, president 
of Woodlawn Cemetery, in remember-
ing the servicemen.

The officials placed a wreath at the 
foot of the monument where a plaque 
is embedded in the bedrock that 
reads, in part, “In memory of the he-
roic men who gave their lives in noble 
sacrifice.” A minute’s silence was also 
held. 

The plaque inscription ends with a 
passage from the Bible that reads, “He 
maketh wars to cease.” The United 
States suffered 116,516 casualties in 
World War I, and 320,000 more were 
left sick or wounded.

To date, representatives from 
Woodlawn Cemetery have identified 
6,500 soldiers for whom the cemetery 
is their final resting place. Between 
them, they have served in one capac-

ity or another, in every American con-
flict since the War of 1812. 

Those buried at Woodlawn include 
Civil War hero; David Glasgow Far-
ragut, the first admiral of the United 
States Navy; Edward Knox, a member 
of the 15th New York Light Artillery 
who was awarded the Medal of Honor 
for his bravery at the Battle of Gettys-
burg; and Lucy Bainbridge, a nurse 
during the Civil War who cared for 
wounded soldiers of the Union Army 
on the front lines in Virginia.

According to Bronx historian, 
Lloyd Ultan, anyone standing on Cen-
tral Avenue inside the cemetery and 
facing east would be looking over the 
actual battlefield of The Battle of Gun 
Hill, the Revolutionary War battle that 
took place on January 25, 1777. On that 
day, freedom fighters carried a can-
non up Gun Hill and were able to push 
British troops east, back into Queens.

The Woodlawn Cemetery & Con-
servancy is open to the public and 
often hosts walking tours and other 
events. It is located at 4199 Webster Av-
enue. For more information visit their 
website at www.woodlawn.org. 

Offi cials Honor Veterans at Woodlawn Cemetery

Photo by DAVID GREENE 

A COMMEMORATIVE PLAQUE embed-
ded in the bedrock at Woodlawn Ceme-
tery shortly after World War I is dedicated 
to the men and women who fought and 
died in the “war to end all wars.”

Norwood: ATM Damaged 
in Burglary Attempt 

The NYPD is looking for an 
unknown person, or persons, 
responsible for an attempted 
commercial burglary of Bank 
of America ATMs, located at 
3424 Jerome Avenue, just be-
fore noon on Friday, Nov. 6.

 The bank’s two ATM ma-
chines were closed to custom-
ers the entire day until the 
NYPD’s Crime Scene Unit ar-
rived to collect evidence from 
the scene. The perpetrator(s) 
caused damage to the ATMs, 
but no property was removed 
from the location. 

Police have made no ar-
rests to date and no descrip-
tion of the suspect(s) is cur-
rently available. They NYPD 
is continuing with their in-
vestigation of the incident.

Norwood: Motorcyclist
Suffers Severe Head

Injury
Police responded, at 

around 6.25 a.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 6, to the scene of a col-

lision at Jerome Avenue and 
Mosholu Parkway South, in-
volving a motorcycle. 

The 47-year-old motorcycle 
operator had been struck by 
a vehicle, and was removed 
to St. Barnabas Hospital by 
EMS, suffering severe trauma 
to his head and body.

The other vehicle and 
driver remained at the site 
where an investigation 
was carried out by police. 
The NYPD could not con-
firm, based on the initial re-
port, if it was just the driver 
in the other vehicle or if there 
were other passengers. The 
investigation is continuing.

Woodlawn Attempted
Robbery

On Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 
around 10 a.m., inside Wood-
lawn subway station on the 
number 4 subway line, a 58-
year-old man was riding the 
southbound subway when an 
unknown male assailant at-
tempted to snatch the victim’s 
phone from his hands as the 
doors opened, causing the vic-

tim to fall to the ground.
 The suspect was unable 

to remove the phone from the 
victim and subsequently fled 
the scene on foot, exiting the 
station to parts unknown. No 
property was stolen as a result 
of the incident, but the victim 
suffered pain and bruising 
from the fall. EMS responded 
and transported the victim to 
Montefiore hospital in stable 
condition. The individual be-
ing sought is described as a 
man, 20 to 30 years of age. 

University Heights: Two 
Suspects Sought in
Non-Fatal Shooting

The NYPD is asking for 
the public’s assistance in as-
certaining the whereabouts 
of two unidentified men, 
sought in connection with a 
non-fatal shooting in Univer-
sity Heights.

 On Monday, Oct. 19, at 7.05 
a.m., two unidentified men en-
tered Mixtec, a restaurant lo-
cated at 2345 Jerome Avenue. 
One of the men, referred to by 
police as “Unidentified Male 

#1,” produced a handgun and 
discharged it, striking a 30-
year-old male victim once in 
his left arm, and once in his 
left leg.

 Both suspects later fled 
the scene. The victim was 
transported by EMS to St. 
Barnabas Hospital in stable 
condition. 

Fordham Manor: Two
Burglary Suspects
Sought by Police 

The NYPD is asking for 
the public’s assistance identi-
fying two individuals in con-
nection with a commercial 
burglary that occurred in 
Fordham Manor, in the 52nd 
precinct.

On Friday, Oct. 30, at 
around 5.30 a.m., at 127 East 
Fordham Road (Fordham 
Jewelry), two unidentified 
men cut a hole in the roof and 
gained entry to the jewelry 
store, using a ladder. Once 
inside, they removed approxi-
mately $100,000 worth of jew-
elry.

They later fled in a tan 

Chevy Tahoe to parts un-
known. There were no inju-
ries reported as a result of the 
incident. The individuals are 
described as male and were 
last seen wearing all black.  

Fordham Manor:
Man Shot, Dies

On Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 
approximately 2.20 a.m., po-
lice responded to a 911 call 
regarding a man who had 
been shot in front of 341 East 
194th Street. A preliminary 
investigation determined 
that a 36-year-old man was 
shot in the torso by an un-
known individual at the lo-
cation and was transported 
via private means to St. 
Barnabas Hospital, where he 
was pronounced deceased. 
There are no arrests and 
the investigation is ongoing. 
The deceased has been iden-
tified as Dashan Carver, 36, 
of Crotona Parkway in the 
Bronx. Anyone with infor-
mation with regard to this 
incident is asked to contact 
the NYPD. 
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Medicaid transport to
Dialysis
Physical Therapy
Cancer treatments
Elderly Services
Ophthamology

Drug Rehabilitation
OPWDD Services
Mental Health Treatment
Hospital Discharges
Orthopedic Rehabilitation

Medicaid recipients
should request GCC Transportation as their
preferred transportation provider at
www.medanswering.com

GCCTransportation.org

(718) 841-0059

GCCTransportation.org
(718) 841-0059

www.medanswering.com
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Elections 2021: Eric Dinowitz on Relationships, Education & Equality
By SÍLE MOLONEY

In politics, cultivating rela-
tionships is key. Eric Dinowitz 
says teaching taught him that, 
early in his career. In 2007, at 
21, he tried out for a position at 
John F. Kennedy High School 
in Marble Hill, giving a demo 
to a class on how to create a 
PowerPoint presentation. 

“I go to the principal’s office 
afterwards,” he said. “I go over 
the lesson and she’s like, ‘Well, 
the lesson was okay, but you 
memorized all their names, so 
you have a good personality’.” 
He got the job. 

Now, having taught “thou-
sands of students over 13 
years,” Dinowitz said build-
ing relationships, and social 
and emotional learning are 
the cornerstones of good edu-
cation, and good policy. “You 
got to remember their names - 
day one, day two,” he said. “It’s 
super important in developing 
that relationship.” 

One of six remaining can-
didates in the City Council 
race in District 11, Dinowitz 
believes history has shown 
us that education is key to fos-
tering greater understanding 
among people. To illustrate 
this, he recounted a story 
about a high school student 
who once, innocently, called 
him a Nazi.

“Mr Dinowitz, you have 
those nice eyes,” he said she 
told him. “You look like a 
Nazi.” Dinowitz, whose eyes 
are a sparkly blue, said there 
was nothing either malicious 
or comical in her voice. “She 
meant it as a compliment,” he 
said, adding that he initially 
thought he might have mis-
heard her, but she said it again 
in exactly the same way. 

Reassuring the student that 
she was not in any trouble, Di-
nowitz said he took her aside, 
and explained how what she 
said could be deemed offen-
sive. After some initial shock 
and confusion, the student 
asked why the Jewish people 
hadn’t resisted. 

“I didn’t have a good an-
swer,” he said, and so, he just 
explained that by the time 
people really understood what 
was happening, it was kind of 
too late. “The extra layer on 
top of that is that this student 
didn’t know what the Holo-
caust was,” he said. 

Asked if it was taught in 

school, Dinowitz said, “It’s 
taught in middle school but, 
you know, if the takeaway 
is, ‘Nazis are all those people 
with the blue eyes’…” 

It was two or three years 
later when Dinowitz said he 
started to see swastikas in the 
school and other staff mem-
bers started seeing them on 
test papers, on desks, and on 
the walls. “I was upset. I was 
mad,” he said. “And while 
some people wanted to say, 
‘Let’s find who did this,’ and 
‘We’ll have detention, suspend 
them,’ I was like, ‘No, let’s edu-
cate our staff, and let’s educate 
our children’.” 

Working with a Black fe-
male colleague, he said they 
carried out anti-bias training 
that covered a variety of cul-
tures, religions and symbols of 
hate, asking the students what 
bias look like. “It was very suc-
cessful,” he said. 

Staying on the topic of edu-
cation, Dinowitz referenced a 
recent survey provided by the 
New York Chapter of the Dem-
ocratic Socialists of America 
(DSA) to New York City Coun-
cil candidates in July 2020. 

According to both The New 
York Post and the Jerusalem 
Post, candidates were asked, 
“Do you pledge not to travel to 
Israel if elected to City Coun-
cil in solidarity with Palestin-
ians living under occupation?” 
A follow-up question asked if 
they would support a boycott.

Following the Arab-Israeli 
War in 1948, the Aida Palestin-
ian refugee camp in Israel’s 
West Bank was established. 
Later, the UN passed Resolu-
tion 194.

Article 11 of that resolu-
tion, “Resolves that the [Pal-
estinian] refugees wishing to 
return to their homes and live 
at peace with their neighbors 
should be permitted to do so 
at the earliest practicable date, 
and that compensation should 
be paid for the property of 
those choosing not to return, 
and for loss of or damage to 
property which, under prin-
ciples of international law or 
in equity, should be made good 
by the Governments or author-
ities responsible.”

Those Palestinians have 
been waiting to return to their 
original homes since 1948. Ac-
cording to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency, Aida 

camp is located near two large 
Israeli settlements that are il-
legal under international law. 
The camp is segregated by an 
8-meter-high, concrete wall, 
and clashes between the camp’s 
residents and the Israeli Secu-
rity Forces (ISF) have caused 
numerous injuries. 

The camps’ proximity to 
the main checkpoint between 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem 
means residents have limited 
access to water, and job oppor-
tunities. There is also no hos-
pital in the camp. 

We asked Dinowitz if he 
could see how organizations 
such as the DSA might have 
legitimate concerns about Is-
raeli government policy, with-
out being considered antise-
mitic. “Yeah, I do,” he said. 
He highlighted, nonetheless, 
that the question about Israel 
in the DSA survey was the 
only foreign policy question 
included, and its phraseology 
bothered him. “It wasn’t, ‘Do 
you disagree with the way the 
Israeli government is?’” 

“When you weight a ques-
tion, and word it so heavily 
like that, it’s hard not to think 
it’s antisemitic,” he said. “But, 
regardless of the way the ques-
tion is worded, as an educator, 
it is hard for me to conceptu-
alize this idea that less expe-
rience, less exposure, and less 
education is better.” He said 
he doesn’t plan on filling out 
the questionnaire.

As part of a Jewish aca-
pella group called 613, Dinow-
itz travels the country and the 
world singing to audiences. 
He said helping communities 
around the world build their 
Jewish community is one of 
the great joys and great expe-
riences that he gets to have in 
his life. He also sees how Jew-

ish people are not a monolithic 
group and can disagree about 
the governance of Israel. 

Dinowitz says he can even 
see in the classroom, every 
day, the way the policies of the 
U.S. and New York City have 
failed children, and seniors, 
and working families, and 
the ways they’re hurting. “It 
doesn’t mean I boycott New 
York, and New Yorkers, and 
people who like New York, 
right? And so, if you take that 
idea, it’s the same idea for me 
with Israel.” 

“When I think of Israel, 
with all the faults that there 
may be in the governance of 
Israel, the basic idea, to me, 
is that Jewish people should 
have a homeland, a place they 
can call home, and should 
have the right to defend them-
selves, and to me, it’s just 
heartbreaking the fact that 
we have to debate that, be-
cause we know what happens 
when we, kind of, sit back and 
just, like, let bad things hap-
pen to the Jewish people,” he 
said.

As a committee chair on 
Bronx Community Board 8, 
and as a District Leader in 
the Bronx Democratic Party, 
Dinowitz is already familiar 
with the issues that affect the 
community. From housing to 
healthcare and from transit to 
accessibility, he is a fierce ad-
vocate for equality, especially 
when it comes to seniors and 
people with disabilities.

“We need to make sure to 
fight for our children, for our 
working families, and for our 
seniors,” he said. “I want to 
make sure seniors are able to 
live independently, without 
fear, because that’s what they 
want, right?” he said.

“That’s the number one 
thing I hear from seniors. 
Sometimes, that fear is a 
crack in the sidewalk. I talked 
about how quality of life is 
important, so cracks in the 
sidewalks may be annoying to 
people like me, but they could 
spell the end of independence 
for a senior.”

Dinowitz also wants to 
keep seniors in their homes, 
by making sure rents and 
maintenance remain low, 
that rent control laws work 
for them, and that they have 
access to SCRIE (Senior Citi-
zen Rent Increase Exemption) 

and DRIE (Disability Rent In-
crease Exemption) and other 
programs. 

The need for greater ac-
cessibility in District 11 for 
both seniors and people with 
disabilities is also part of his 
campaign platform. He said he 
brought together a coalition of 
elected leaders, business lead-
ers, and residential leaders, 
who recognized that an eleva-
tor at Mosholu subway station 
was badly needed. 

“With two hospitals there, 
a business district, Tracy 
Towers, Clinton High School, 
Bronx Science, all of our sub-
ways and trains should be 
accessible,” he said. “We col-
lected over 2,000 signatures 
from people using that train, 
people in the neighborhood. I 
went down to the MTA meet-
ings. I testified there. I spoke 
on behalf of the vital need 
for this elevator. A year later, 
the MTA came back and said, 
‘Okay.’ It’s part of their next 
capital plan. They’re going to 
install elevators at this train 
station,” he said.  

When, later, the MTA 
wanted to cut a local, express 
bus service, Dinowitz said 
he recognized that this was 
the only accessible means of 
transportation for seniors 
and people with disabilities, 
precisely because the local 
train station didn’t have an 
elevator, or because the resi-
dents lived too far from the 
station.

Again, he said he attended 
multiple, public meetings to 
support community members 
who rely on the express bus 
service, including those who 
don’t have regular nine to five 
jobs, and need to travel dur-
ing off-peak hours. During the 
pandemic, he said all of these 
inequalities have been exac-
erbated. “Not everyone works 
nine to five in Manhattan, but 
that’s the mentality of so many 
decision makers,” he said. 

“So, that’s what I’ve been 
for our community,” he added. 
Whether it’s with transit, on 
the trains, whether it’s with 
the Express Bus speaking out, 
whether it’s with absentee bal-
lot voting, whether it’s for our 
children, I’ve been the voice for 
so many people, and that’s what 
I want to do, is be our voice in 
City Hall, so we can reimagine 
the way we do things.” 

Photo courtesy of Eric Dinowitz
Eric Dinowitz 
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A grassroots, all-volunteer nonpro t organization 
located in The Bronx, New York.

It’s been a challenging year. Norwood, Bedford Park and Mosholu, we all pulled through together and cared for 
the parkland. People in the community, local businesses, and elected o   cials got litter out from our parks and 
sidewalks, helped with gardening, and stayed alert to keep our surroundings safe from crime.  

2020 saw the opening of a new, edible community garden located at the Keeper’s House, the reconstruction and 
reopening of the new Kossuth Playground and, most important, new volunteers from the community joined the 
FOMP team and spent hours keeping Mosholu Parkland landscape clean and green.

As we look back on this bittersweet year, we are humbled by the increase in civic pride, and grateful for the 
environmental awareness growth that needs to continue to help battle global warming. 

Our condolences to all those who transitioned over, especially from COVID-19. Believe that everything is connected and 
walking in nature will remind you that your loved ones are still connected with you, a reminder that we need to be kind 
to everything that lives. 

Whatever holiday you’re celebrating this season, Friends of Mosholu Parkland a.k.a. FOMP are taking this time 
to wish you all the best now, and for 2021. 

Together, let’s end this year by displaying, more than ever, colorful holiday lights on your windows, building entrances, 
and houses: bright lights for those we lost, and a happier beginning for the rest.

To Our Community

www.mosholuparkland.org/
www.facebook.com/groups/150287405131887

www.instagram.com/friendsofmosholuparkland/

If you can donate, we would appreciate it greatly. 
Funding goes towards the purchase of trees, 

 owers, and tools. Fiscal Sponsor is City Parks 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3). Donation receipts given. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Holiday Wishes
 And Happy New Year 2021



Events 

This first Annual Holiday Display will 
take place at Kossuth Playground from 
Dec. 5 through Jan 3, complete with a 
festive tree, polar bear, penguin, snow 
bear, lights, garlands, and snowflake 
decorations. 

The New York Public Library will host 
Cozy Reads Book Tasting on Monday, 
Nov. 23, at 4 p.m. for teens aged 
13-18. Join a panel of YA Librarians 
from the Bronx Library Center for a 
cozy read recommendation. For more 
information, go to:  https://www.nypl.
org/events/programs/2020/11/23/cozy-
reads-book-tasting. 

 New York Botanical Garden presents 
the beloved 29th Holiday Train Show to 
say thank you to its members and the 
Bronx community for their loyalty and 
support. Marvel at model trains zipping 
through an enchanting display of famous 

New York landmarks, made from natural 
materials. As capacity is limited due to 
social distancing safety protocols, the 
show is open to patrons, members, and 
Bronx community partners only. For 
more information, go to: https://www.
nybg.org/event/holiday-train-show/.

On Dec. 4, New York Botanical 
Gardens hosts Lucian Freud’s 
Paintings of Plants - From Symbolism 
to Truth. This digital webinar delves 
into how Freud was able to capture the 
illusive character of plants. Register 
and find more information here: https://
www.nybg.org/event/lucian-freud-and-
plants-from-symbolism-to-truth/.

Arts 

Try the Bronx Museum at Home 
through art studio visits, guided tours, 
and meet the artists through their 
websites. Art studio videos feature 
educators presenting specific art-

making activities from cross-hatching 
to object sculptures. More information 
here: http://www.bronxmuseum.org/. 

Food 

The Bronx Night Market series 
celebrates culture and cuisine, 
represents the city’s diverse offerings, 
and supports up-and-coming food 
concepts, all the while encouraging 
visitors from the greater New York area 
and beyond to explore our borough. 
Entrance is free and the market will 
be open every Saturday and Sunday, 
through November. More information 
can be found here: https://www.
facebook.com/BronxNightMarket/.

Movement 

Shape Up NYC presents seven, 
weekly walking groups at Allerton 
Skatepark, Franz Sigel Park, Van 
Cortlandt Park, Macombs Dam 
Park, St Mary’s Park, Williamsbridge 

Oval Park, and Patterson 
Playground. This free fitness 
program includes a warm-up and a 
walking workout in these beautiful 
Bronx parks. More information on 
the days and times of the walks 
can be found on the www.nyc.gov/
shapeupnyc. 

Every Monday night from 6 p.m. to 
7 p.m., the Bronx Nomads organize 
weekly runs / walks, which start 
at Williamsbridge Oval Recreation 
Center. All are welcome to join. 
For more information, go to the 
group’s Instagram page at www.
instagram.com, and search for 
“bronxnomads.” 

Every Wednesday at 9 a.m., Free 
Vinyasa Yoga classes take place at 
BronxWorks, located at 1130 Grand 
Concourse. Yoga mats are provided. 
For more information, go to www.
eventbrite.com and search for “Free 
Vinyasa Yoga”. Do not hit return. 
The event will appear as the second 
pictured item in the dropdown list.  
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By JOSÉ A. GIRALT
Before Brianna Lopez turned 19, she 

decided to make a written record of her 
experiences during her last year as a 
teenager. In doing so, she decided that 
she wouldn’t hold back from sharing 
the ups and downs, the happy and sad 
times, the darkness and the hope she 
felt on the cusp of adulthood.

Through a combination of prose and 
poetry, Lopez, now 20, and a college ju-
nior in Miami who is majoring in pro-
fessional writing, has self-published 
a collection of those experiences in a 
book entitled, “the nighttime series: a 
collection of poetry and short stories” 
[author’s punctuation]. Lopez said she 
made the stylistic decision to write 
without capitalizing words because the 
emotions she went through and which 
she describes in the book made her feel 
“small.”

The book’s preface contains a rev-
elation regarding its serious content. 
“There are some pieces that refer to self-
harm, anxiety, depression and other 
things that might trigger someone who 
is in recovery from any type of mental 

health disorder, or might just make you 
feel sad or mad,” she wrote.

Throughout the 122 pages of the 
book, Lopez takes readers on a roller-
coaster ride of emotions and reactions. 
Sometimes, it is autobiographical, but 
she also uses fictional writing to reveal 
some deeper thoughts and feelings. 

“Even though I might have fabri-
cated a story like [the] one about my 
cousin who passed away, I wrote a story 
about what I thought her life would be 
like,” she said. “The emotions there are 
real,” she told the Norwood News in a 
phone interview. “All of the feelings that 
I felt, all the things that I went through 
internally were the most real part of the 
book.”

Lopez, who was born in Manhattan 
and grew up in the Bronx with an older 
sister, said she used her writing skills 
as a way to deal with stressful situa-
tions during her younger years. Origi-
nally, she said she set a goal of writing 
every day as a 19-year-old, not only to 
create content for her book but also as 
an outlet to help her decompress. 

“Writing has always helped me when 

I go through anxiety,” she said. “It has 
helped to calm myself down.” While the 
finished book doesn’t necessarily con-
tain an entry from every single day of 
her 19th year, Lopez credits the setting 
of that goal with making her feel ac-
countable as a writer.

Someone who has seen Brianna’s 
growth as a writer over the years is her 
father, David Lopez. She said he has 
been an encouraging influence, and has 
offered a unique perspective through-
out her life. “Brianna was a very inter-
esting child - spunky, snappy, witty - in 
a good way,” David recalls. “As a young 
adult, she would escape in her room, 
and just write and write and write.” 

While Brianna’s writing process is 
mostly a solitary activity, both daugh-
ter and father realize that sharing her 
story can have an impact on others. 
“She wanted to put her words out there 
and help others in any way she can, and 
that was through her writing,” David 
said.

The book is not only the culmination 
of Brianna’s teenage years, but also marks 
an early milestone in her career as a pub-

lished writer. She continues to sharpen 
her writing skills by completing intern-
ships at publications, and by contributing 
to her school newspaper in Miami. 

“I want to be a writer in whatever ca-
pacity that is,” Lopez said. “I’m going to 
do another internship in my senior year. 
So, it’s really just providing me with real 
world opportunities where I have those 
skills in the future when I do go home to 
New York.”

Brianna is scheduled to graduate from 
college in May 2022. Her book is available 
on Amazon.com.

Bronx Writer Chronicles Life as a 19-Year-Old

Photo courtesy of Brianna Lopez. 

Brianna Lopez, who grew up in the 
Bronx, has recently published her first 
book.
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By ROXANA YUSTI
According to the NYC Department 

of Health and Mental Hygiene, nearly 
a million New Yorkers are currently 
living with diabetes. In usual times, 
managing diabetes can be a challenge. 
With the COVID-19 pandemic and as-
sociated stressors, this may be an 
even more difficult time to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle, and control of blood 
sugar levels.

In honor of National Diabetes 
Awareness Month, the Montefiore Of-
fice of Community and Population 
Health is sharing ways to prevent and 
control diabetes.

Diabetes is a long-lasting health 
condition that makes it hard for your 
body to break down the sugar from 
food and beverages into energy. Your 
body produces a substance called in-
sulin that helps with this breakdown 
process. When this process does not 
work, this leads to high amounts of 
sugar in the blood.

Excess weight, inactivity, age and 
genetic make-up contribute to the de-
velopment of type 2 diabetes, the most 
common form of the disease.

Over time, high sugar levels from 
diabetes can lead to blindness, kidney 
disease, heart disease, and nerve dam-
age. To avoid these complications, and 
keep your type 2 diabetes under con-
trol, you can stay healthy by doing the 
following:

• eating a balanced diet, high in 
fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and 
healthy fats like olive oil, nuts and av-

ocados;
• limiting or cutting out sugary 

beverages, sweets, and unhealthy fats 
like deep-fried foods, bacon and ani-
mal fats;

• exercising regularly for at least 30 
minutes, three to five times a week;

• taking diabetes medication, as 
prescribed by your doctor. 

Some people do not yet have diabe-
tes, but are at high risk of getting it 
because their blood sugar levels are 
slightly higher than normal. This is 
called prediabetes and can be con-
firmed with a simple blood test. You 
may have prediabetes if you:

• have a family history of diabetes;
• are age 45 and older;
• are not physically active;
• are overweight;
• have high blood pressure.

If you have prediabetes, you can 
still prevent diabetes from develop-
ing by following the same healthy tips 
mentioned above. If you have some of 
these risk factors, make sure to go in 
for your yearly physical, and talk to 
your doctor about getting tested. 

Montefiore offers both free diabe-
tes prevention, and diabetes manage-
ment education to its patients to help 
them achieve a healthier lifestyle. Ask 
your Montefiore provider to see if you 
qualify. Talk to your doctor and take 
charge of your health.

Roxana Yusti is a health educator 
for Community and Population Health 
at Montefiore Health System.
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MTA and ADA Compliance Costs
Here are two ways the MTA can ob-

tain financial support to bring more 
NYC Transit subway stations into com-
pliance with the Americans With Dis-
ability (ADA) Act; “New Elevator Finally 
Installed at Bedford Park Boulevard Sub-
way Station,” (Norwood News, October 
22).

The MTA receives $1.4 billion in an-
nual assistance from various Federal 
Transit Administration grant funding 
programs. In 2021, this will grow to $1.5 
billion.  Why not ask any major business, 
college or hospital which benefits from 
subway stations adjacent to their facili-
ties to sponsor the installation of an el-
evator? 

Let them split the cost 50 percent 
with the MTA NYC Transit in exchange 
for naming rights to the elevator(s). The 
MTA needs to make some difficult deci-
sions as to what other projects and pro-
grams may have to be canceled or re-
duced in the $51 billion MTA 2020-2024 
Five Year Capital Plan, which is no longer 
financially viable. 

This is necessary to find funding for 
installation of ADA compliant elevators 
at more subway stations in the Bronx, 
along with Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens 
and at Staten Island railway stations on 
Staten Island.

Larry Penner
Great Neck

Kenny Agosto for City Council 
I find that City Council candidate, 

Kenny Agosto, for the most part, has ex-
cellent positions. Legalizing cannabis 
would be a no-brainer in a rational soci-
ety. Marijuana never should have been 
illegal.

Except in extreme offenses, for in-
stance, identity theft, non-violent peo-

ple should not be sent to prison. As for 
bail reform, I’d prefer bail elimination. 
Money should not allow dangerous peo-
ple to be bailed out, while a lack of money 
should not allow people who can safely 
be released to remain incarcerated.
Agosto supports police reform without 
being specific. Having a police com-
missioner and a mayor who are will-
ing to fire bad cops and replace them 
with good ones is the best reform. 
Defunding the police is just an invi-
tation to criminals to run rampant.
Helping working families and the dis-
abled, pushing for affordable housing, 
and supporting equal rights for people 
regardless of their sexual preferences 
should all be part of a just society.

Everybody should obviously have the 
right to competent legal counsel. Without 
that, their constitutional right to a fair 
trial is violated. Decriminalizing sex work 
is humane.

The only two Agosto positions I find fault 
with are his support for eliminating solitary 
confinement and closing Rikers Island. Sol-
itary confinement should be used as a last 
resort, and action should be taken against 
prison officials who unjustly use it, but to 
eliminate it altogether is dangerous. What 
other option is there when dealing with dan-
gerous, violently out-of-control inmates?
   Closing Rikers Island is wrong for sev-
eral reasons. Wasting money to build new 
jails in neighborhoods that don’t want 
them makes no sense. Also, the same 
prisoners and the same system in new 
buildings will not make a difference.
    Hopefully, Agosto will reconsider those 
positions. It will be a shame if his irrational 
views on a couple of issues alienates voters 
when he makes so much sense on other is-
sues.

Richard Warren, 
The Bronx

Healthy Living 
with Diabetes
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Report: Quarter of the Bronx Still Food Insecure

COMPUTER SERVICES
Computer Repair

Computer Repair Upgrade, troubleshooting, lap-top overheats, 
cracked screen, broken power jack, virus removal, data recovery. 
Call James (646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Professional DirectoryProfessional Directory
Classifi eds

Public and Community Meetings

Buying or Selling a Property in the Bronx?

Coldwell Banker Signature Properties
5701 Mosholu Avenue
Bronx, NY  10471
718-432-5000

Search Thousands Of Properties

All Price Ranges. Work With A Professional Realtor.

SearchBronxHomes.com
Go To:

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit, the 52nd PRECINCT COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL meetings have been held via ZOOM. The next meeting will be 
held, exceptionally, on Monday, Nov. 30, at 6 p.m. Call the 52nd Precinct 
Community Affairs office at 718-220-5824 for further details.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, BRONX COMMUNITY 
BOARD 7 committee meetings have been held via ZOOM. The next full 
Board meeting will be held on Thursday, Nov. 19 at 6.30 p.m. Zoom details 
will be circulated ahead of the meeting. Contact mirosario@cb.nyc.gov to be 
added to the distribution list. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, Bedford Mosholu Commu-
nity Association meetings have been held via ZOOM. The next meeting will 
be held virtually on Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 8 p.m. For further details, con-
tact bedfordmosholu@verizon.net. 



ing garbage which they said regularly 
piles up in the alleyway. Indeed, they said 
trash management at 3440 Gates Place is 
not being handled in a timely or correct 
manner. 

Their complaints appear to be sub-
stantiated. Inspection records from the 
New York City Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene showed that an inspec-
tion of the premises was carried out July 
25, 2019 and the report showed “Problem 
Conditions.” Meanwhile, 311 data com-
plaints logged under the same address, 
many of which were closed, show poor 
sanitation as being a root cause of the 
complaint, some of which constituted ro-
dent sightings.     

One 69-year-old female resident, who 
lives in a ground floor dwelling adjacent 
to 3440 Gates Place, and who also wishes 
to remain anonymous, has lived in her 
home, which she owns, since 1985. She 
said this is the first year she has encoun-
tered rats. “I’ve never had a problem with 
rodents at all, not even in my house,” she 
said. “I don’t have roaches. I don’t have 
mice. The rats? Sept. 30 is when I started 
noticing them, but the garbage, this has 
been going on for years.” 

The woman, who has a health condi-
tion, said both she and her husband also 
logged various complaints with 311, but to 
no avail. In fact, they were told that their 
tickets were closed as so many other ten-
ants had also filed 311 complaints about 
rats at the same address or in the vicin-
ity. 

“I’ve called 311,” she said. “I’ve called 
the health department, and it’s getting ri-
diculous.” Last month, an exterminator 
was due to come to the building, but the 
rat sightings are still ongoing. 

The woman said both she and her 
husband have asked the building’s super 

to address the situation, but it has often 
ended in arguments, with him telling her 
to mind her own business. According to 
City regulations, a two-inch space should 
be maintained between the woman’s ex-
terior, side wall and anything placed in 
front of it. 

Despite this regulation, the woman 
has been exasperated by the placement 
of her neighbors’ trash containers, along 
with loose trash in high piles, against her 
exterior wall. The dividing alleyway be-
tween the two buildings is not part of her 
property, and she does not use it. 

She has her own separate area for her 
own garbage, which she said she manages 
and stores correctly. She would prefer 
if the neighbors’ trash containers were 
placed on the opposite side of the alleyway 
against the exterior wall of 3440 Gates 
Place, but the building’s super allegedly 
told her that he can place the trash any-
where in the alleyway he wants. 

She said when the super empties the 
trash cans, he only takes the top layer of 
garbage and leaves the remainder. She 
added that not all the trash is covered and 
she believes this is also drawing rats.   

Meanwhile, the female resident said as 
the trash piles up outside her window, she 
can hear the rats rustling at night-time, 
and is fearful they may enter her home, 
either through her ground floor window 
or by some other means. Her son helped 
her dispose of the first rat she found in her 
basement recently. 

Aside from the trash, the resident said 
garbage also gets stuck to her wall, caus-
ing odors, and even when the trash con-
tainers are removed, the containers, yard 
and walls need to be hosed down, but she 
said this is not being done. 

She told the Norwood News that the su-
per apparently told the landlord that the 
tenants sometimes throw their trash onto 

the yard from their apartment windows, 
instead of leaving it in front of the build-
ing, as instructed, and this also causes a 
mess. 

“How you going to throw big gar-
bage bags out the window?” the resident 
asked?  

Neither is she enamored with the ar-
rangement of leaving the trash in front of 
the building, since she believes this may 
also draw rats.

The female resident also said that the 
super allegedly said prior to the arrange-
ment of leaving the trash in front of the 
building, the tenants used to throw it 
into the alleyway from the ground floor 
entrance, and that it would get scattered 
across the yard. Because of this, the super 
apparently no longer provides a key to the 
alleyway to any of the residents of 3440 
Gates Place. 

Norwood News reached out to HPD for 
a comment on the status of the complaints 
and was informed that if the landlord was 
not reacting, the next course of action 
would be for the tenants to take the case 
to Housing Court. 

Meanwhile, the female resident who 
lives adjacent to 3440 Gates Place said 
when she told a Con Edison representa-
tive about the rat situation in her base-
ment, he refused to enter the area to read 
the meter, as that was where the rat which 
entered from the yard was found. 

Because the resident has two meters 
in her building which are synchronized, 
she has taken the decision to no longer 
use the meter in her garage, where the 
rat was found, and will only use the one 
in her washroom, going forward. She is 
arranging to have the other meter discon-
nected.

Asked what the building super told her 
when she raised the trash and rat issues 
with him, the resident said he said, “Oh it’s 

[garbage] going out tonight, because tomor-
row is recycle day. It’s going out tonight.” 

However, the resident added, “If you 
come back tomorrow, you still see all that re-
cyclable stuff there, and the garbage in the 
evenings.” Another problem she said is that 
some tenants from 3440 Gates Place throw 
trash onto her rooftop. She said, when she 
sees it, she throws it down onto the yard.

Asked what the health department told 
her when she contacted them, the resident 
said, “They gave them a summons of non-
compliance, which is on display inside the 
building.”

The resident said that other tenants in 
her building and in the adjacent building 
have thanked her for taking action. If the 
problem is not resolved soon, she said she 
is afraid the value of her property will fall. 
However, she’s mainly concerned that the 
rats will bring disease or get into her home.

The resident thought she might have 
some form of redress when she contacted 
the City’s Finance department, but they told 
her there’s nothing they can do as long as 
the landlord is paying his taxes and rates. 

  She said the rats, themselves, are big-
ger than the one she found in her basement, 
and that even the alley cats are afraid of 
them. 

Norwood News reached out twice for 
comment to 3440 Holdings LLC, based 
at 314 McDonald’s Ave in Brooklyn. The 
said they had none. We asked if they could 
provide us with a contact number for the 
building’s super and they said it was not 
their policy to do so. We were unable to 
reach the super for comment through 
other means. 

Asked if she planned on moving out 
because of the issue, the woman said, 
“No! I own this home. Why should I 
move? Why should I be put out? I’ve been 
here since 1985. I’ve never dealt with this 
before.” 

ment apartment program, so we can 
construct new housing at a lower cost, 
but also allow homeowners to have ex-
tra income.”

The aim of the program was to in-
vestigate if basement apartments could 
legally and safely be converted to sanc-
tioned affordable housing units, but 
cuts to the City budget has caused the 
program to be suspended.  

For his part, Sanchez decried the 
shortage of housing in the city. “We 
have wealthy areas in this city, such as 
Riverdale and Soho, which have out-
dated rules which prevent affordable 
housing being built there,” he said, 
adding that this has caused most re-

zonings to occur in low-income neigh-
borhoods. 

“Because we have limited funds 
right now in this budget, we need 
these wealthy areas to do their fair 
share and build affordable housing in 
those areas, so we have more subsidy 
dollars to build housing in the Bronx,” 
he said.  

“We cannot have gated communi-
ties in New York City,” he continued. 
“This is the biggest city in America, 
and we need to invite people to live 
here. There’s no area in this city which 
should not have affordable housing.” 

Sanchez said if housing is not ex-
panded, it will simply cause further 
gentrification and displacement, 

with higher-income earners battling 
with lower-income neighbors over the 
scarce housing that does currently ex-
ist in the borough.

When it comes to the cost of build-
ing affordable housing, Sanchez said 
the HPD budget was cut by about a 
billion dollars leaving less money for 
affordable housing, but said by build-
ing in wealthy areas of the city, mar-
ket rates would help subsidize the af-
fordable units. “So, you don’t require 
as much City subsidy, and because of 
that, the City subsidy that’s freed up 
can be used in the Bronx,” he said. 

When it comes to education, San-
chez wants municipal broadband to 
be regarded as a public utility like gas 
and electricity. “We need to have the 
City invest in municipal broadband so 
every family in the city can have in-
ternet, not only for schooling, but for 
their job,” he said. 

Indeed, a September 2019 report by 

the City Comptroller indicated that 
about 29 percent of the City’s residents 
did not have reliable access to the in-
ternet. Later, when the pandemic hit, 
there was a rush to provide tablets to 
students, but as Sanchez notes, those 
tablets are not much use in areas where 
there is poor internet connectivity.  

In terms of where he sees himself 
on the left-right political spectrum, 
Sanchez said he doesn’t like titles be-
cause people interpret them in differ-
ent ways. He defines himself as a pub-
lic servant that’s willing to work with 
all stakeholders. 

“I want to make this a neighbor-
hood where people that graduate from 
college, want to return back to the 
neighborhood, and stay and raise their 
family, rather than leave and move 
elsewhere. I want people to stay here. 
I want people to move here. I want peo-
ple to enjoy living in the 15th City Coun-
cil District.” 

(continued from page 2)
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Elections 2021: Sanchez Aims 
to Harness Bronx Power  

(continued from page 1)

Residents Live in Fear of Rats
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