
By SÍLE MOLONEY
When Elizabeth Quaranta 

began fundraising two years 
ago with Friends of Mosholu 
Parkland (FOMP) for a commu-
nity mural in Azalea Garden, 
she had no idea that fundrais-
ing would turn out to be the eas-
ier part of the project.

The volunteer community 
association’s plan was to paint 
a mural on the park-facing side 

of the wall behind Azalea gar-
den, adjacent to Mosholu Park-
way subway station, located at 
Mosholu Parkway and Jerome 
Avenue.

Their objective was to beau-
tify a leafy corner of Mosholu 
Parkland, loved and frequented 
by the elderly, the homeless, 
veterans, and local residents, 
some of whom live in subsi-
dized housing in nearby Tracey 

Towers. 
“The culture and demo-

graphics of this area, mostly 
Black, Hispanic and people of 
color would greatly appreciate 
a mural where the main char-
acter is of color,” and that they 
could relate to,” wrote Quar-
anta, FOMP’s acting voluntary 
executive director, in an email 
to the City last month. 

Being very active in the com-

munity, FOMP were conscious 
that the corner sometimes be-
came unsightly due to excess 
litter, beer cans, and spray 
paint on the park wall. They 
knew that left unmaintained, 
the area could also appear un-
safe, and potentially deter peo-
ple from using the adjacent sub-
way station which serves the 
No. 4 line to Woodlawn. 
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MTA DENIES FRIENDS OF MOSHOLU 
PARKWAY PERMIT TO PAINT MURAL

Cites lack of resources for maintenance

Photo by Síle Moloney

Friends oF Mosholu Parkland have applied to MTA Arts & Design to paint a community mural entitled, “The Aquarium” on the park-
facing wall behind Azalea Garden, adjacent to Mosholu Parkway subway station located at Jerome Avenue and Mosholu Parkway. 



By JOSÉ A. GIRALT
Wooden boards on the storefront 

glass of the Amalgamated Bank at 94 
E. Burnside Ave. give it the appearance 
of a long-time shuttered business. Offi-
cially though, it is scheduled to close by 
Sept. 25.

 On Monday, Aug. 24 a group of pro-
testors gathered to let bank adminis-
trators know the decision will hurt a 
community already facing daunting 
financial prospects in the midst of an 
economic downturn complicated by 
a public health crisis. Speakers at the 
rally included several small business 
owners as well as community board 
leaders.

 The protest, organized by the Je-
rome Avenue Revitalization Collab-
orative (JARC), was led by Pierina 
Sanchez, a local resident and client of 
Amalgamated Bank. She is also a de-
clared city council candidate for Dis-
trict 14. During her remarks, Sanchez 
also criticized Chase Bank, which has a 
branch just a few blocks west on Burn-
side Avenue that has been closed since 
October 2019.

“To us, these closures are personal. 
Today we stand together, organized 
and concerned by the love of our com-
munity and a commitment to our fu-
ture,” she told the crowd.

 Emmanuel Martinez, Bronx Com-
munity Board 7 chairperson, attended 
the rally and sees a similar problem 
arising in Norwood when financial 
institutions abruptly leave. “We had a 
situation where Chase just closed their 
doors and we still feel it,” Martinez 
said.  He was referring to the closure of 
the Chase branch at 311 E. 204th St. last 
October which came as a surprise to 
many customers, as reported by Nor-
wood News at that time.

Unlike the big banks which are 

closely tied to big corporations and 
Wall Street profits, Amalgamated 
Bank was founded on the belief that 
working-class people need a financial 
institution to work for them.

 According to the company’s web-
site, the bank was formed in 1923 by 
the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
of America, the same labor union that 
sponsored the Amalgamated Housing 
Cooperative in Van Cortlandt Village 
in the late 1920s.

 During the 20th century, the bank 
was the first to offer services targeted 
at working New Yorkers and immi-
grants, like free checking accounts 
and foreign-exchange transfer ser-
vices securing safe remittances to rel-
atives abroad.

Responding to a request for com-
ment from Norwood News, a spokes-
person from Amalgamated Bank 
wrote, “Throughout the pandemic, 
our team has proactively reached out 
to more than 1,000 Burnside custom-
ers – most of our Burnside customer 
base – to help them gain access to on-
line banking, provide ATM and debit 
cards, and provide products, services 
and information on how Amalgam-
ated can serve them during these try-
ing times.”

 The statement continued, “Amal-

gamated remains committed to pro-
viding continued resources for fi-
nancial literacy in the Burnside 
community and in our other Bronx 
branch location; offering remote 
transition services, including live on-
line trainings, as well as a dedicated 
phone number and email for Burn-
side clients to get support.  In addition 
to the 40,000+ Allpoint ATMs across 
the country, 25 of which are within 
one mile of the Burnside branch, we 
are working to get customers access 
to Allpoint+, [and] deposit accepting 
ATMs in the area.”

Amalgamated Bank’s stated com-
mitment to the community still wor-
ries Sanchez though.

 “When Amalgamated says, ‘Don’t 
worry, we’re going to have everybody 
go into online banking,’ that doesn’t 
work for us,” she said. “That doesn’t 
work for us because our community is 
not all online and is not all knowledge-
able about how to use the internet.”

 Indeed, a report by the City Comp-
troller in September 2019 supported 
this assertion. The Comptroller’s 
analysis found that internet dispari-
ties are pervasive throughout New 
York City. Across the five boroughs, 29 
percent of households – 917,239 in total 
– lack broadband internet access.
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Public and Community Meetings

Rally to Re-Open 
Amalgamated 

Bank on Burnside

Photo by José A. Giralt

DR. BOlA OMOTOShO, chairman of Community Board 5, speaks to a crowd pro-
testing the closing of the Burnside Avenue branch of Amalgamated Bank on Monday, 
Aug. 24, 2020. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, the 52nd PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL meetings have been 
held via ZOOM. The next meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept 24 at 6 p.m. To connect via ZOOM, enter the Meeting 
ID: 709 917 6132, followed by the password: 5n796x. To connect via phone, dial +1 929 205 6099, ID: 709 917 6132, followed 
by the password 418670. 

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committee meetings have been held 
via ZOOM. The next full Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 6.30 p.m. ZOOM details will be circu-
lated ahead of the meeting. 
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The thoughts of 9/11 still bring tears to 
my eyes. I remember I was in my room 
watching the news; I was in disbelief. It 
had a big impact on all of us here in New 
York City and all over the world. It saddens 
me because I knew a church member 
who worked there who passed away. So 
many lives were taken away at the same 
moment. I do appreciate the way they are 
being honored every single year at the 
beautiful memorial. May God bless their 
souls. This will always be a sad day for 
all of us.
Gess Nunez,
Norwood

I was sitting in the house with my mother 
and sister, and we were watching TV 
when we thought we saw it, and then we 
thought we saw it again, and then when 
we knew it was happening, it hurt us. We 
had family members and nieces who had 
friends they lost on 9/11. But we’ve been 
through rougher things than that and we’re 
still surviving, like this pandemic. I feel 
we’re more cautious now, when we were 
so relaxed as a country. For that to happen 
here, it took a toll on a lot of people. This 
is America, and everyone here felt safe, 
so happy and free, and now everyone is 
walking around cautious and afraid, and 
this is not how America is supposed to be. 
I really don’t know why we were attacked. 
It was just evil people.
Lois “Big Mama” Stevenson, 
Mount Hope

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

This week we asked readers for their thoughts on the 9/11 
attacks, 19 years later, and where they were when they 
heard about them.

I went into some type of fallout shelter 
down south when someone brought 
a newspaper. This sort of thing could 
happen anywhere when you’re dealing 
with the people we’re dealing with. 
Nineteen years later, I feel that the book, 
‘The Prophecies of Nostradamus,’ people 
wanted to stop that book from coming 
out and it’s in his prophecies of a major 
building exploding. It was a major hurt on 
New York, the best city in the world and 
it looks like we have to have radar and 
pandemic protection these days. It really 
was a shock to the system.
Fredrick Smith, 
Parkchester

As a fi nancial person, I was in my offi ce 
handling market trades when it happened. 
So, I heard about it when Wall Street did. 
My thoughts about the attack are simple. 
While we now know it was the Saudis 
that attacked us, what is sadder is that 
they used our resources, fi nancial and 
otherwise, totally unchecked. In essence 
we attacked ourselves. Justice served? 
You’ve got to be kidding. We’re friendlier 
now with them than ever before, via both a 
Democratic or Republican administration.
Anthony Rivieccio, 
Bedford Park

At around 8:30 in the morning, right around 
when the plane struck, I got a phone call 
from my brother. I was home at the time. 
My brother calls and says, “Turn on the 
TV,” and I’m thinking, “What happened?” 
So, at that time I had a citywide scanner 
and turned on the scanner, and was 
listening to all the transmissions about 
what was going down at the World Trade 
Center as it was happening. And I heard 
the dispatchers when the building was 
coming down. I lost not only a friend who 
worked with me in the department, who 
later transferred to the fi re department, but 
I also lost a friend of my mom’s. We also 
learned, as it was our transgression into 
national security, where everything became 
a little more sensitive and tight for security 
throughout the United States.
Joseph Padilla, 
Belmont
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NEWS
BRIEFS

By SÍLE MOLONEY
Gillibrand Promotes New

Nutrition Bill in the Bronx  
On Monday Aug. 31, Bronx 

Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. joined U.S. Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand, member of the Sen-
ate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Forestry, at Abra-
ham House to announce her new 
bill, the “Ensuring Nutrition for 
America’s Students’ Act.” With 
food pantries across New York 
facing unprecedented demand, 
and with schools now reopened, 
the bill will ensure that nutri-
tional resources are provided to 
families who lost access to free 
or reduced lunches due to school 
closures in the earlier stages of 
the pandemic. It will also extend 
the Pandemic Electronic Ben-
efits Transfer (P-EBT) food pro-
gram, set to expire on September 
30, through the upcoming school 
year to ensure students have ac-
cess to meals even if in-person 
learning is disrupted. The pro-
posed legislation will make the 
P-EBT program more responsive 
to these disruptions so that eligi-
ble students who miss any meals 
at school will receive benefits.

Census 2020 Ends Sept. 30
With just 20 days remaining 

until the census draws to a close, 
the Office of the Bronx Borough 
President has received a cen-
sus outreach grant to help with 
the borough’s census count. The 
award money ($328,000) will be 
disbursed by the Office to local 
non-profits to conduct targeted 
outreach via pop-up enrollment 
sites, phone/text banking op-
erations, and social media cam-
paigns throughout the Bronx 
between now and the Sept. 30 
federal deadline. Bronx County 
qualified for the grant due to 
the borough’s low census re-
sponse rates compared to State 
and national response averages. 
Bronx County has a 59.2 percent 
response rate as of Sept. 5, com-
pared to the State’s 61.4 percent 
average response rate. New York 
State grant awardees include 
CB 7, in partnership with Bronx 
Works and Dominicanos USA, 
CB 8, in partnership with Do-
minicanos USA and Kingsbridge 
Heights Community Center, and 

CB 12, in partnership with 
Black Institute Inc., North 
Bronx Youth Sports As-
sociation and The Urban 
League. 

Tax Lien Sale Stopped 
After postponing the 

annual tax lien auction a 
number of times already 
this year, the mayor was 
forced to further postpone 
the scheduled sale on Sept. 
25, after the governor ex-
tended the executive order 
declaring a statewide state 
of emergency until Oct. 6. 
It was hoped that the tax 
lien sale would raise much 
needed revenue for the 
City’s coffers as officials 
wrestle to prevent laying off 
an anticipated 22,000 public 
sector employees in Octo-
ber. On Aug. 31, Attorney 
General Laetitia James and 
57 elected officials penned a 
letter to Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio requesting the removal 
of small homes from the 
sale, and to abstain from 

selling such liens until the 
conclusion of the COVID-19 
emergency. Every year, ho-
meowners who fall behind 
on their tax or water bills 
can find themselves subject 
to the City’s annual lien 
sale, where the City sells 
their outstanding tax and 
water debts, and the ability 
to collect them, to private 
investors. After the sale, the 
investors, through a trust, 
add steep interest and fees 
to the debts, which quickly 
balloon in size, vastly in-
creasing the amounts owed 
by the homeowners.

Gibson, Fernandez Both 
Announce Bronx BP Run

City Council Member 
Vanessa Gibson confirmed 
she was running for Bronx 
Borough President on Aug. 
20, on Bronxnet TV, while 
Assembly Member Natha-
lia Fernandez announced 
on Aug. 23 that she was also 
running for the position.
Gibson said Bronxites ex-

pect candidates running for 
office to step up and have 
real tangible, comprehen-
sive solutions. “They don’t 
want talkers. They want do-
ers. You have to be doers of 
the word. You have to talk 
about it, but you have to be 
about it as well. You have 
to have a track record of ac-
complishments, of things 
that you have done. You 
can’t just talk about what 
you want to do but what 
have you been doing,” she 
said. Meanwhile, Fernandez 
said, “The COVID-19 crisis 
laid bare the institutional 
biases that exist in our com-
munities and heightened the 
importance of electing peo-
ple in decision-making po-
sitions such as the borough 
presidency. The Bronx has 
greatly suffered these past 
months in an economic sense 
but has also taken a heavy 
toll on the mental health of 
Bronxites. I will work hard 
to restore businesses to our 
communities and will use 

my position to bring greater 
and more accessible men-
tal health services to Bronx 
neighborhoods.”

Deal Reached with
Foodtown Workers 
Sixty-seven deli work-

ers at 13 Foodtown Super-
markets across the New 
York metropolitan area, 
including those at the Nor-
wood Foodtown branch at 
283 East 204th Street, are 
breathing a sigh of relief af-
ter the supermarket owner, 
PSK Supermarkets, ham-
mered out a deal with union 
officials beyond the 11th 
hour deadline set by the 
union. Workers from two 
unions had been expected to 
walk off the job on Wednes-
day, Aug. 27, if a deal wasn’t 
struck by Aug. 26. An offi-
cial from the United Food 
and Commercial Workers 
Union (UFCW) Local 342 
confirmed that a deal was 
reached but declined to pro-
vide any details.  

by DAVID GREENE 
It’s the end of the road for the physi-

cal brick and mortar locations of the 
family-owned, sporting goods giant, 
Modell’s, as its 153 stores across the 
east coast were recently liquidated, 
and most of its 3,600-plus employees 
went home for the last time.

Founded in 1889 by Morris A. Mod-
ell, the sports chain had been success-
fully operating in nine states, and in 
the District of Columbia for over a cen-
tury. The company, which sells sports 
equipment, sportswear and sneakers, 
reported $765 million in revenue in 
2015.

However, during bankruptcy pro-
ceedings held at the beginning of the 
year, the company blamed competi-
tion in the sneaker business, and sky-
rocketing rents as the reason for the 
its demise.

On Aug. 29, an unidentified worker 
at the Modell’s store located at East 
Fordham Road and Morris Avenue 
said, “Yes, today is our last day.” Asked 
how many employees would be let go, 
she replied, “We’re all unemployed ba-
sically after this, I’m guessing. I mean 
the stores are closing individually. 
The Fordham one is closing today.”

The employee said she hadn’t been 
working for the sports company that 
long and was actually hired during 

the pandemic. She had just started in 
July. Asked what she planned to do in 
the future, she said, “I guess I’m going 
to look for another job.”

A tour of the store on the same day 
saw more than half of its merchandise 
already sold. Around the shop floor, 
bargain hunters were urged to grab 
the last of the deals, as display signs 

with the words, “Going Out of Busi-
ness,” and “All Stores Close Sunday,” 
hung from the ceiling. 

Customers were seen taking full ad-
vantage of the “going out of Business” 
discounts. Some remaining jackets 
and sports equipment were on sale for 
as much as 90 percent off the original 

Modell’s: All Sales Final After 131 Years

Photo by David Greene

ThE FAMIlY-ownEd, SpoRTIng goods giant, Modell’s, founded in 1889, shut all its 
153 stores at the end of August. Going forward, it will operate as an online company 
headed by Retail Ecommerce Ventures.

(continued on page 18)
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SERVICE TIMES

SUNDAY:
8:30am Morning Service
10:00am Morning Service
11:30am Morning Service
4:00pm Afternoon Service

SUNDAY NIGHT:
7:00pm Evening Service

TUESDAY:
12:00pm Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:
7:30pm Prayer Meeting

FRIDAY NIGHT:
8:00pm Family Night
(Groups for all ages)
11:00pm Prayer Meeting

...plus special services for high 
holy days — and other celebra-
tions.

MANY KINDS OF GROUPS AND
MINISTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

MINISTRIES

VAN NEST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462
Corner of Holland

2 blocks from White Plains Road

WHERE WILL YOU BE ON SUNDAY…AND OTHER WORSHIP DAYS?

WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY!

A multi-cultural, multi-generational evangelistic church with fi ve services every Sunday, 
and various ministry programs and activities throughout the week. Several churches have been 

planted in the Bronx from Van Nest, including the African Assemblies of God Fellowship, which is 
now a network of African AG churches throughout the USA.

www.vannestassembly.org

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

Van Nest Assembly of God is a body of Believers empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to worship God in Spirit and Truth, to walk in the 
light of the Word of God in all aspects of life, and to be witnesses of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, through word and deed, to the 
ends of the earth.

The Holy Spirit has clearly shown us that we are called to be a church led not by a program or a personality, but by the presence of 
the Lord. This is really why God’s hand of blessing and increase has been upon us all these years. As we look to the future, we know 
that His presence will lead us in a continuous increase of souls and expansion of facilities; for our true desire is to glorify Jesus Christ.

Exp. 06/30/1407/31/1408/31/14

Exp. 06/30/1407/31/1408/31/14

Exp. 06/30/1407/31/1408/31/14

WEBSTER CAFE & DINER

CARRYOUT - DINE IN - DELIVERY

15OFF
% WITH THIS

COUPON

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

VALID IN STORE ONLY

PANCAKES, WAFFLES, FRENCH TOAST,
BURGERS, WRAPS, SALADS, TACOS & MORE

STATS stands for Smart Training Approach To Success.
 

for information
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Stop Work Orders Issued at 2 of 4 New Norwood Projects

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

Pre-Plan Funeral Arrangements
Graveside, Chapel or Synagogue Services

Serving the Bronx, Westchester
and New York City

George Farr
Funeral Director
1528 CASTLE HILL AVE, 
BRONX N.Y. 10462
(718) 828-1700
(914) 654-1700
(800) 828-6410

Where Learning and Fun Meet ! 
M&M has cultivated a safe and nurturing environment 
regardless of TIME. Our environment is conducive to 
the needs of each individual child to ensure competent 
development of their executive skills. 

SERVICE
HOUR

M&M 24Hr Daycare @ mmdaycare24hr

Licensed by NYC DOHMH  All staff are CPR & First Aid Certified

718-924-6531 I mmdaycarebx@gmail.com

Bronx NY, Yankee Stadium Area

By SÍLE MOLONEY
It wasn’t quick, but AutoZone fi-

nally removed some unsightly graf-
fiti that had covered the southern 
wall of an unopened AutoZone store 
in Kingsbridge. Constituents had re-
ported the graffiti via Twitter, and 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz had 
also noticed the graffiti as far back 
as July 10. After weeks of trying to 
find a responsible party for the un-
opened store, AutoZone painted over 
the graffiti over the course of two 
days on Aug. 31 and Sept. 1.

 The AutoZone store has long 
been a sore spot for the neighbor-
hood, as local residents have waited 
for several years for the doors to be 
opened for business. A multitude of 
construction permits from the City’s 
department of buildings were filed 
starting in 2015 but there has been 
little activity at the site in recent 
years, making the building’s large, 
empty walls an attractive target for 
graffiti artists. Representatives for 
AutoZone recently informed Dinow-
itz’s office that they were very close 
to opening and were just waiting on 
final approvals on a few punch-list 

items.
 Referring to the removal of the 

graffiti, Dinowitz said on Sept. 2, 
“Graffiti is one of those crimes that 
may not inherently be dangerous for 
the community, but it is unsightly, 
and it evokes memories of a dan-
gerous past here in the Bronx.” He 
added, “Many residents of a certain 
age, including myself, worked very 
hard to get our community through 
the bad days of the 1970s and 80s, and 
seeing graffiti go unaddressed for so 
long is a slap in the face to the work 
that we put in years ago.”

 The assemblyman said that it 
shouldn’t be that difficult to get in 
touch with business owners in the 
community. “I am hopeful that Auto-
Zone has recognized that they need 
to be more proactive community 
partners by maintaining their prop-
erty on a consistent basis going for-
ward. Our communities are only as 
strong as the relationships we build, 
and the strongest communities have 
vibrant businesses that engage in 
productive partnerships with local 
residents to maintain and improve 
their neighborhood.”

Graffi ti Finally Removed from 
Unopened AutoZone Kingsbridge Store
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By DAVID GREENE
Members of the United Bodegas of 

America (UBA) have come together de-
manding officials do something after a 
woman went berserk, and attempted to 
destroy a store with a butcher’s knife in 
the Soundview section of the Bronx on 
July 31, after she was asked to wear a 
face covering.

 Members of the UBA gathered on 
Sunday, Aug. 30 for a press conference 
outside LizBeth Supermarket, where the 
incident occurred, and which is located 
at 1702 Watson Avenue, to publicly voice 
their concerns about the dangers and ha-
rassment bodega owners and employees 
face from some customers.

 Supermarket owner, Wascar Soto, 
said in a statement to the media dur-
ing the press conference, “I thought it 
was simple. I ask everyone coming into 
my bodega to wear a mask. Some argue, 
some curse, some want to fight, some 
simply slam the door and leave, but this 
person was different. She pulled out a 
butcher knife, and stabbed soda cans, 
plastic soft drinks, sacks of rice. You 
name it, she stabbed it.”

 Fernando Mateo, a spokesman for 
the UBA, said, “We had a woman wield-
ing a butcher knife, came in. When she 
was told she needed to wear a mask, she 
pulled out the knife, got irate and started 
throwing groceries all over the floor.” 
Mateo said the woman began stabbing 
liquid containers, and caused more than 

$7,000 worth of damage.
 Mateo added, “As small business 

people, it’s very hard for us to enforce 
or to force anyone to do what the mayor 
and the governor wants them to do.” He 
continued, “Every day we put our lives at 
risk because people walk in the bodegas, 
and they’re told you must wear a mask, 
and bodega owners or clerks get spit at, 
get cursed at, and get all kinds of abuse.”

 He said that after the police were 
called to the store, over two dozen offi-
cers showed up and went down each aisle 
while the knife-wielding customer was 
still in one corner of the store. “It took 
them over an hour to bring this woman 
to her senses, to surrender the weapon 
and turn herself in,” he said.

“I think that the cops are doing a 
great job,” Mateo continued. “But you 
know what? They are not allowed to do 
their jobs anymore.” Mateo then pub-
licly challenged Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
to spend one day behind the counter of a 
bodega during a pandemic.

 Taking a swipe at the recent bail re-
form legislation, Mateo then added, “The 
worst thing of all is she was arrested, 
then released a few hours later. She was 
back sitting on the stoop of her build-
ing.”

 Mateo added, “Bodega owners right 
now have to take whatever means neces-
sary to defend themselves.” He then made 
reference to bodega workers throwing 

canned food items to protect themselves, 
which is what one bodega worker did af-
ter a colleague was smacked in the face 
during a similar incident in Morrisania.

Meanwhile, Soto said he knows the 
woman who attacked the store from the 
neighborhood, and noted that she had 
never caused a problem before. Asked 
what he would do if the woman returned 
to the store, he replied, “If she comes 
back, we can’t stop it.”

 According to NYPD spokeswoman, 
Detective Denise Moroney, police ar-
rested Ariel Gager, 29, of Bruckner 
Boulevard after the incident. She was 
charged with criminal mischief for the 
July 31 incident.

 Earlier this year, on Friday, April 17, 
an executive order signed by Governor 
Cuomo required all citizens and visitors 
of the State to wear a face covering when 
it’s not possible to maintain a safe social 
distance of six feet.

Woman Causes $7,000+ in Damage to 
Store After Being Told to Wear Mask

Photo by David Greene

Fernando Mateo (center) (top 
photo) spokesman for the United Bode-
gas of America (UBA) speaks to the me-
dia, surrounded by UBA members, during 
a press conference on Sunday, Aug. 30 
to call attention to an incident dated July 
31 when an irate shopper caused more 
than $7,000 worth of damage to LizBeth 
Supermarket in the Soundview section of 
the Bronx after being told to wear a face 
mask in the store. 

earlier this year, (insert photo) on 
Friday, April 17, an executive order signed 
by Governor Andrew Cuomo required all 
citizens and visitors of the state to wear 
a face covering when it’s not possible 
to maintain a safe social distance of six 
feet.
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CRIME FILE BY SÍLE MOLONEY 

Jolly Tinker
BAR & RESTURANT

2875 Webster Ave Bronx, New York 10458  | Open from 11am to 4am

Jolly Tinker is celebrating over 50 years of service to the Bedford Park Community. 
Come and enjoy our updated atmosphere, renovated restaurant, and daily food & drink 
specials. Check out our full menu and specials at www.jollytinkers.com  Jolly Tinker is 

a place where everyone is welcome. The only requirement is that you remain Jolly!

JOLLY TINKER SPECIALS 4-8PM
(DINE-IN ONLY)
 
JOLLY MONDAYS                     
6 Beers for $20, $3/$5 Drink Specials

$2 TACO TUESDAY
(w/$8 min purchase)  
 
$5 WING WEDNESDAYS         

ZOO THURSDAYS                     
$5/$7/$9 Special Concoction Drinks
10% Discount Botanical Garden/Bronx Zoo Staff 

HELLO WEEKEND                   
Free Dessert w/$50 Food Purchase (Fri-Sun) 

$6 LUNCH SPECIALS
12-3PM 

347-726-5644

RESTAURANT OPEN MON-SAT 11AM-2AM   SUN 4PM-2AM

BAR HOURS: MON-SAT 11AM-4AM   SUN 1PM-4AM

CELEBRATE YOUR
BIRTHDAY FOR FREE

WE CATER FOR ALL EVENTS & OCCASIONS

Man Sought for Robbery of Woman
The NYPD are searching for a man 

wanted in connection with a robbery 
which took place in the 52nd precinct. 
On Thursday, Aug. 20, 2020 at approxi-
mately 5.33 p.m., a 42-year-old female 
victim was walking in front of 2848 
Bainbridge Avenue in the Bedford 
Park section of the Bronx, when an un-
identified man approached her from 
behind. He forcibly removed her purse 
from her hand and property from her 
pockets after pushing and punching 
her. The individual then fled on foot 
to parts unknown. The victim refused 
medical attention. The individual is 
described as an adult male of medium 
build and with a medium skin complex-
ion. He was last seen wearing a white 
t-shirt, gray shorts, white socks, black 
sneakers, blue hat and was carrying a 
black book bag.

Two Men Shot in Fordham Manor
Two men were shot in two separate 

incidents in Fordham Manor within 
hours of each other. A 34-year-old man 
was shot twice “about the body,” at 
the corner of Briggs Avenue and East 
194th Street outside Loli Beauty Salon 
on Sunday, Sept. 6. Police reported no 
arrests or description of a suspect(s) 

at the time of the incident. The second 
shooting occurred a quarter of a mile 
away and was reported at 4:10 a.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 7, outside 2693 Morris 
Avenue, between East Kingsbridge 
Road and East 196th Street. Police said 
a 31-year-old man was shot in the left 
thigh. Both victims were transported 
to St. Barnabas Hospital in “stable” 
condition. The investigations are on-
going. 

Motorcyclist Dies in Collision 
On Sept. 6, at approximately 00:27 

a.m., police were alerted to a vehicle ac-
cident involving a motorcyclist at Exit 
21 on the southbound Henry Hudson 
Parkway at West 249th Street. Upon ar-
rival, officers observed a 55-year-old, 
unconscious man on the roadway with 
severe head trauma. EMS responded 
and pronounced the man deceased at 
00:33 a.m. The NYPD Highway Unit’s 
Collision Investigation Squad also 
responded and began their investiga-
tion. Preliminary results indicate that 
the motorcyclist sideswiped a vehicle 
traveling in the same direction and 
lost control of the bike, causing him 
to strike his head on the roadway. The 
other driver remained at the scene and 
there is no criminality suspected at 

this point.

Man Wanted for Slashing
Taxi Driver 

The NYPD is searching for a suspect 
in connection with an assault of a taxi 
driver in the 52nd precinct. On Wednes-
day, Aug. 5, 2020 at approximately 10.33 
p.m., the victim, a 25-year-old male taxi 
driver, picked up an unidentified man in 
the vicinity of Jerome Avenue and West 
184th Street in the University Heights 
section of the Bronx. A verbal dispute en-
sued inside the car and became physical 
when the passenger, who was in the back 
seat, punched the victim as he was driv-
ing. When the victim stopped his taxi in 
front of 40 West Mosholu Parkway South, 
both he and the passenger exited the vehi-
cle, and the passenger slashed the driver 
on the left side of his face with a box cut-
ter. The passenger then fled on foot. EMS 
transported the victim to St. Barnabas 
Hospital, where he underwent surgery, in 
stable condition. A photo and video of the 
suspect is available from the NYPD. 

Gunman Sought for Firing at Female 
Resident in Kingsbridge Heights
Police are looking for an individual 

who opened fire on a complete stranger 
in broad daylight for no apparent reason. 

The victim was a young woman who was 
simply headed to a supermarket in the 
Kingsbridge Heights section of the Bronx. 
The assault occurred outside 2645 Mor-
ris Avenue, between East Kingsbridge 
Road and East 193rd Street, at 9:01 a.m. 
on Friday, Aug. 28. Two shell casings fell 
to the ground at the exact spot where the 
assailant took aim at the young woman, 
before he fled the scene. The victim was 
not seriously injured and refused medi-
cal attention. Investigators said that as 
of Thursday, Sept. 3, no arrests had been 
made, and no description of the gunman 
was available.

Man Wanted for Robbery of
Tools Worth $4,500

The NYPD is searching for a man wanted 
in connection with a commercial burglary 
which occurred in the 52nd precinct. On 
Aug. 29, 2020, at approximately 00.35 a.m., an 
unidentified man entered 2467 Jerome Av-
enue, which is under construction, and re-
moved tools totalling $4,500 approximately. 
The man is seen pushing a generator on the 
sidewalk in a video captured at the location. 
Anyone with information in regards to this 
incident is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime 
Stoppers Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) 
or for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA (74782). All 
calls are strictly confidential.
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Medicaid transport to
Dialysis
Physical Therapy
Cancer treatments
Elderly Services
Ophthamology

Drug Rehabilitation
OPWDD Services
Mental Health Treatment
Hospital Discharges
Orthopedic Rehabilitation

Medicaid recipients
should request GCC Transportation as their
preferred transportation provider at
www.medanswering.com

GCCTransportation.org

(718) 841-0059

GCCTransportation.org
(718) 841-0059

www.medanswering.com
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By JOSÉ A. GIRALT
Bronx poet and spoken word art-

ist, Lorraine Currelley, has nur-
tured a life-long love of the writ-
ten word, and actively shares that 
passion with as many people as 
possible. As executive director of 
both the Bronx Book Fair and the 
Poets Network & Exchange, she is 
leading a group of fellow word lov-
ers on a mission to expand literacy 
in the borough, provide workshops 
for writers, and promote storytell-
ing by underrepresented groups in 
the literary world.

“I’m about change,” Currelley 
said. “I’m about growth.” In May, 
she was appointed State of New 
York Bronx Beat Poet Laureate 
for 2020-2022 by the National Beat 
Poetry Foundation. The organiza-
tion’s website includes an expla-
nation of what makes beat poetry 
stand out. “The difference between 
conventional poetry and Beat Po-
etry is, Beat Poetry gives a voice to 
everyone. It is the epitome of free 
verse using your own form, your 
own rules, to express your own 
ideas on love, life, and the world, 
with an emphasis on issues con-
cerning the environment and hu-
manity.” 

In her role as poet laureate, Cur-
relley hopes to bring more attention 
to not just her own literary works, 
but to a diverse group of Bronxites 
that are looking for ways to get 
their voices heard. With the Bronx 
Book Fair, which launched in 2013, 
she strives to promote a wide range 
of literary work, while also offer-
ing a forum where local residents 
can share their concerns.

“We need to address the issues 
affecting our community, like 
obesity, hyper-tension, and other 
health issues,” she said. “We need 
to utilize resources to bring at-
tention to mental health issues. 
We don’t want to be just a literary 
group.” 

At its core however, the Bronx 
Book Fair is dedicated to engaging 
and growing the community of po-
ets and writers in the Bronx, and to 
connecting those literary artists to 
readers and book lovers of all ages. 
Through readings, workshops, and 
presentations the goal of the fair 
is to engage the community with a 
variety of literature and programs 
that will broaden access to Bronx 
literary artists, increase library 

usage, and encourage a love of 
books and reading.

Currelley’s ability to adapt is 
a helpful quality since she is ada-
mant the annual fair will go ahead 
this year, once more, despite the 
pandemic. For the past several 
years, the event has taken place 
at the Bronx Library Center on 
Kingsbridge Road. Interest in past 
fairs has come from many places 
outside of the Bronx. “People have 
been interested in our fair from as 
far away as Atlanta, Indiana, even 
from Spain,” she said.

Undaunted by social distanc-
ing restrictions, Currelley is cur-
rently finalizing the arrangements 

for Virtual Bronx Book Fair 2020. 
The event will be streamed on Fa-
cebook Live and via Zoom from 
Oct. 2 through 5.

The drive and motivation 
needed to push forward a multi-
faceted agenda was already on dis-
play during her teenage years. Her 
brother, Edward D. Currelley, saw 
it when she was a teen. Growing 
up in Harlem, Currelley traveled 
to the Bronx to attend Evander 
Childs High School on East Gun 
Hill Road.

“Lorraine was always very 
stubborn, headstrong, even in 
high school,” Edward said good-na-
turedly. As an adult, he said she re-
mains focused when she sets an ob-
jective. “Lorraine is a very strong, 
vocal leader. She voices her opin-
ion,” he said.

He praises his sister’s dedica-

tion to building up an organiza-
tion, and an event that promotes 
greater inclusivity. “[Lorraine] is 
bringing in different generations 
to better understand each other,” 
he said. “Beyond just readings and 
selling books, it [the fair] has to be 
something to benefit the commu-
nity,” Edward said.

Now, as a community leader, 
Currelley works to ensure every-
one feels safe, whether they want 
to share their latest poem, express 
their current concerns, or simply 
show support to the growing num-
ber of artists in the Bronx.

“I say to the Bronx community 
that this is the people’s book fair,” 
Currelley said.

More information on the fair 
is available at www.bronxbook-
fair.com.  [An email account is re-
quired to log in.]

Wakefield Poet Promotes Literacy and Pride in the Bronx and Beyond

Photo courtesy of Lorraine Currelly

Lorraine CurreLLy
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4199 Webster Ave
 Bronx, NY  10470
www.Woodlawn.org

Call today to receive your FREE Personal Planning Organizer:

718-920-0500
 

WOODL AWN
CEMETERY•CREMATORY•CONSERVANCY

Families in our community have turned to Woodlawn Cemetery 
with their cremation and burial needs for over 150 years - 
and continue to count on us today.  We are here to help you be 
prepared for any situation.  An important part of this preparation 
is completing a Personal Planning Organizer.  It allows you to 
gather all the information needed for final arrangements in one 
place, making the process easier for loved ones.

Benefits of planning ahead:
• Document your wishes in writing
• Secures today’s payment rate
• Provides peace of mind

We can answer your 
questions by phone 

or virtually.  
Hablamos Español

Free Personal Planning Guide
        with answers to your Pre-Planning Questions
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TRANSPORTATION

KJ TRANSPORTATION C SERVICE INC.

Email: Kjtransportation254@gmail.com

WE ACCECT ALL MEDICAL INSURANCE

KJ Transportation Services Inc offers

FREE MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
to and from your appointments. We have over 150 clean, 

reliable and ontime TLC vehicles. KJ has been providing Car 
Service to the Norwood Community as well as the 5 boroughs 

for many years. We are located in the Bronx with a 24-hour 
Bilingual Staff & Open 7 days a week.

MEDICAL TRANSPORT

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION CORPORATE HOURLY TRANSPORTATION

By JOSÉ A. GIRALT
At first glance, the relationship be-

tween skydiving, a woman’s right to vote, 
and Woodlawn Cemetery might not seem 
obvious. On Aug. 26 though, four mem-
bers of the Highlight Pro Skydiving Team 
parachuted from helicopters 4,500 feet in 
the air onto the grounds of the cemetery 
and placed a yellow rose at the gravesite 
of suffragist, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
and other pioneering women.

Other celebrations took place across 
the country on the same day to commem-
orate the ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment to the Constitution which secured 
the right to vote for women.  

In Manhattan, a monument to wom-
en’s rights pioneers, Susan B. Anthony, 
Sojourner Truth, and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, was unveiled inside Central 
Park.  However, because City regulations 
prohibit skydivers from landing in the 
park, and because of COVID-19 safety 
measures, the unveiling ceremony was 
limited to a crowd of 50 people.

Nonetheless, historian, Susan Olsen, 
wanted to ensure that Woodlawn Ceme-
tery would play a part in the day’s celebra-
tory activities. She worked with admin-
istrators at the Woodlawn Conservancy 
and Coline Jenkins-Sahlin, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton’s great-great-granddaugh-

ter, to make the skydiving event a reality. 
“What we wanted to do is to celebrate the 
fact that Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Carrie 
Chapman Catt, and Alva Belmont, three 
of the primary figures who fought for 
women’s rights and the right to vote, are 
here at Woodlawn,” Olsen said.

On the day itself, the first two sky-
divers glided on to the grounds of Wood-
lawn, while wearing cannisters strapped 
to their ankles that created a smoke 
stream of purple and yellow, colors asso-
ciated with the women’s suffrage move-
ment. They were followed by the second 
two skydivers who glided through the air 
flying banners inscribed with the words, 
“Shall Not Be Denied” and, “Equality 
Can’t Wait.”  

Sara Curtis holds 18 world records 
and has jumped more than 14,000 times. 
She sees her skydiving activities as a 
way of bringing attention to the history 
of women, including the struggle en-
dured by women to obtain the right to 
vote.  “Purple, white, and yellow were the 
colors of the suffragist movement from 
1900 to the 1920s, and they did all sorts of 
amazing media campaigns,” said Curtis. 
“That’s what really helped the suffragist 
movement.”

The event, which took many months 
of planning, was livestreamed on Fa-
cebook without advanced notice of the 

specific location in order to keep crowds 
from gathering.

Team member, Kaz Sheeky, has over 
10,000 jumps on her resume, but saw 
something unique about the centenary 
event. “We got to fly over Alva Belmont’s 
mausoleum which, to me, is like su-
per special,” Sheeky said. “It was super 
thrilling.”

In addition to the suffragists, Wood-
lawn Cemetery is the final resting place 
of many other prominent figures in 
American history, from Herman Mel-
ville, author of Moby Dick, to jazz inno-
vator, Miles Davis, to Fiorello LaGuar-
dia, mayor of New York during The Great 
Depression.

With the current attention given to 

the 100th anniversary of the passing of 
the 19th Amendment, Woodlawn is mak-
ing sure that visitors know the contri-
bution made to the world by some of the 
women interred there. They now publish 
a special map directing visitors to 27 
gravesites on the 400-acre cemetery for 
what administrators there describe as 
“an historic and inspiring visit to the fi-
nal resting places of these extraordinary 
women.”

For her part, Olsen, being an histo-
rian, said it was important to bring at-
tention to the continuing struggle of 
all people in protecting and extending 
rights. “Any attention we can get at this 
time in our lives for the rights of others, 
we should do it.” she said.

Female Skydivers Mark 
Centenary of Women’s Suffrage

Melanie Curtis, aMyChMeleCk, Kaz Sheeky and Sara Curtis of the Highlight 
Pro Skydiving Team celebrate the centenary of women’s suffrage with a 4,500-foot 
skydive, landing on Woodlawn Cemetery on Aug. 26, 2020.   
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It was hoped that the creation of a 
community mural would help curb the 
deterioration of the area, minimize 
spray painting and instead, foster a 
sense of pride and joy among the local 
community. 

Now, two years later, FOMP are dev-
astated to learn that their project has 
been brought to an abrupt halt because 
the City has denied approval for the mu-
ral. 

It transpires that although the target 
wall borders Mosholu Parkland, both 
sides of it fall under the scope of the 
MTA, and not the City’s Parks’ depart-
ment, as was anticipated by everyone in-
volved in the project. 

Indeed, FOMP work so regularly 
with the Parks’ department on various, 
outdoor community events, including 
regular park clean-ups, that the Parks’ 
commissioner for the borough, along 
with her advisors, had already surveyed 
and approved the mural site during a 
previous, onsite visit. 

It wasn’t until recently that the group 
found out that approval for the mural 
was actually required from the MTA 
rather than from Parks. “We did receive 
funding for the mural, and we were 
in the process of getting ready [when] 
Parks’ Arts and Antiquities confirmed 

that the wall facing the Azalea Garden is 
an MTA wall and not Parks,” Quaranta 
wrote in her email request to the MTA 
on Aug. 25. 

However, on Sept. 1, the MTA Arts 
and Design department denied the 
neighborhood association the required 
approval to proceed. Norwood News re-
ceived a copy of the email exchanges be-
tween FOMP and the MTA on the mat-
ter. 

In its response, the agency cited its 
“fair, equitable, and open selection pro-
cess” for art installations located within 
MTA properties, and explained that op-
portunities to participate in the selec-
tion process are advertised publicly to 
ensure equal opportunity for all appli-
cants. 

“Following this process has led to 
consistent and equitable determinations 
about how art is included throughout our 
system,” an MTA representative wrote, 
adding that murals and other artwork 
not located within MTA stations are not 
included in the selection process. 

The representative explained that 
the reason for this was financial. “They 
[any artworks outside a station] would 
require additional resources and main-
tenance,” she wrote. “As you are likely 
aware, the MTA and its subsidiaries are 
facing an unprecedented financial crisis 

as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The impact on ridership and other dedi-
cated revenues the MTA relies on to op-
erate and to conduct successful commu-
nity outreach, like the outreach involved 
in MTA Arts and Design projects, has 
been profound. We are currently facing 
a four-year deficit of over $16 billion.”

Quaranta replied on Sept. 2, express-
ing her disappointment and heartbreak 
at the agency’s response. She said that 
having read MTA Arts and Design’s ap-
plication process, she didn’t think their 
specific project fell under its scope. 
Nonetheless, she explained again that 
FOMP already had funding for the mu-
ral, but that receipt of the grant was con-
tingent upon the mural being completed 
by December 2020.

“We are now scrambling because we 
need to have MTA approval on this com-
munity project,” she wrote. The mural 
is, in fact, a community development 
project funded by AARP, a nonprofit 
dedicated to empowering seniors to 
choose how they live as they age. 

“It’s a seniors project,” Quaranta 
explained in her reply, adding that it 
was not just FOMP who knew about the 
project. “Everyone in that community 
knows about the mural and are excited 
to have it [be] part of them,” she wrote.

She added that the mural was to be 
painted by FOMP under the guidance of 
a local, professional artist who was also 
a member of their group, and that simi-
lar murals in other parts of Mosholu 
had already been completed. All were 
at eye level and did not require any spe-
cific equipment to be painted. 

FOMP had even decided on a name for 
the new mural. It was to be called “The 
Aquarium,” since the veterans who sit 
in the nearby park area had shared with 
FOMP the enjoyment they derived from 
their own aquariums in their respective 
homes. FOMP came up with the idea of a 
larger-than-life aquarium for the mural 
to channel an atmosphere of familiarity 
and belonging. 

Quaranta explained that there were 
more plans for the area too. “The mural 
would also help improve this location 
off the Mosholu Parkway station as we 
will be proposing to Parks’ to have the 
sitting park area dedicated to a commu-
nity leader who passed away from colon 
cancer a few years ago,” she wrote. 

She also pointed out that FOMP had 
already been maintaining the park side 
of the wall for over five years, removing 
any spray paint, and generally keeping 
the area clean, never realizing that it 
was MTA’s responsibility to do so. 

“Commuters throw trash from the 
steps as they either go up or down,” she 
wrote. “The process of having all that 
area cleaned up daily would be to make 
many and on-going complaints to the 
MTA, and follow that process. However, 
we don’t do that. We clean it up without 
going through the MTA complaint pro-
cess.” 

A photo of what the wall currently 
looks like, as well as an illustration of 
the proposed mural was provided to the 
MTA, and Quaranta also offered to meet 
with the Mosholu Parkway MTA station 
manager to discuss the project.

She asked for clarification on what 
additional resources and mainte-
nance the mural would require. “Maybe 
we can discuss to alleviate that con-
cern,” she wrote. “A contract would ex-
plain that the MTA would not be held re-
sponsible for maintenance or to provide 
other resources. We can sign to that.” 

In closing, Quaranta said she felt that 
FOMP were being more than fair, that 
COVID had changed many uniform pro-
cesses for everyone, and she appealed 
to the MTA to rethink their request 
and see that the mural would serve as 
a positive, uplifting initiative for a com-
munity, hard-hit by the pandemic and 
going through a difficult time. 

By Sept. 4, FOMP confirmed that no 
response had been forthcoming further 
to Quaranta’s last email dated Sept. 2. 
Norwood News reached out to the MTA 
for comment on the matter on Sept. 8. 

An MTA spokesperson provided the 
following response. “The core prin-
ciple of the MTA’s arts program is that 
works are commissioned through an 
openly advertised selection process ac-
cessible to all members of a community, 
with selections made by a diverse panel 
including arts professionals, MTA staff 
and local community members. While 
we regret that the pandemic has pre-
vented us from establishing a formal 
mural program, our longstanding pro-
cess has consistently led to equitable de-
terminations about how art is included 
in the MTA system.”

Norwood News referenced the ini-
tial response from the MTA dated 
Sept. 1 about the lack of resources 
for the maintenance of the mural, 
and how FOMP had addressed that 
point in their reply on Sept. 2, and 
had offered to put in writing their 
commitment to maintaining the up-
keep of the mural. We asked the MTA 
to clarify if FOMP’s offer addressed 
this point therefore, and if the sole 
reason for the denial of their appli-
cation was now the requirement for 
“an openly advertised selection pro-
cess.” As of the time of publication, 
we have not received a response. 

In the meantime, FOMP have 
launched a petition requesting writ-
ten support for the mural and have 
collected 89 signatures to date.  

“They need to rethink their usual 
process when we aren’t in usual 
times,” Quaranta said. “We are al-
most appalled that the MTA would 
rather do nothing during this time 
and are using their budget cuts as 
an excuse for stopping any program 
that doesn’t require their involve-
ment besides a release of liability 
form.”
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(continued from page 1)

Dear Editor,
Congratulations to New York 

City Department of Transportation 
for winning a $10,000,000 million 
Bus Discretionary Grant from the 
Federal Transit Administration. 
This was one of approximately $464 
million in transit infrastructure 
grants nationwide to improve the 
safety and reliability of America’s 
bus systems and enhance mobil-
ity for transit riders. A total of 96 
projects in 49 states and territories 
will receive funding from FTA’s 
Grants for Buses and Bus Facili-
ties Program. The demand far ex-
ceeded available funds, as FTA 
received 282 applications totaling 
approximately $1.8 billion in fund-
ing requests from 51 states and ter-
ritories.

NYC DOT was one of only two 
winners from New York State 
beating out many other competi-
tors. These funds will be used to 
enhance service, reliability and 
pedestrian safety along the NYC 

Transit South Bronx Bx6 Select 
Bus Service route. The Bx6 SBS 
carries passengers between Wash-
ington Heights in Manhattan to 
the South Bronx.

Let us give thanks to the hard-
working men and women of the New 
York City Department of Trans-
portation Federal Grants Unit who 
made all of this possible, including 
winning extra federal dollars!

Sincerely,
Larry Penner
Great Neck, New York 11020

Dear Editor, 
Life is precious. I agree with 

Mr Morris’s letter (letter to the 
editor in the July 30 edition of Nor-
wood News) asking prayers to end 
abortion. The silver lining in the 
COVID pandemic is it shows how 
precious all lives are, including the 
unborn. 

Thank you,
Warren Milenin 
The Bronx, New York 10467

MTA Denies Friends of Mosholu Parkland Permit to Paint Mural
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Report: Quarter of the Bronx Still Food Insecure
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718-324-4998

COMPUTER SERVICES
Computer Repair

Computer Repair Upgrade, troubleshooting, lap-top overheats, 
cracked screen, broken power jack, virus removal, data recovery. 
Call James (646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Professional DirectoryProfessional Directory
Classifi eds

price. Shelving units, office furniture, 
as well as other office equipment were 
also available to purchase.

 On Aug. 29, a store employee who 
answered a call from Norwood News 
at the White Plains Road branch con-
firmed that that store was also clos-
ing the following day. “Yup, tomorrow 
is the last day,” she said. Asked how 
many employees would be out of work 
following the closure, she responded, 
“A lot.”

In early August, the New York Busi-
ness Journal reported that in 2019, 
Modell’s sold a 366,000 square-foot 
warehouse at 1500 Basset Avenue in 
the Morris Park section of the Bronx 
for $115 million to Realterm Logistics.

Although the company is shutter-
ing its physical stores, its name and 
famous jingle, “Gotta Go To Mo’s” is 
expected to survive. Forbes Magazine 
reported that Retail Ecommerce Ven-
tures purchased the brand’s remain-
ing assets, after several companies 
like Tiger Capital Group handled its 
liquidation.

Retail Ecommerce Ventures re-
portedly purchased the Modell brand 
name and jingle for $3.64 million and 
is expected to take over Modell’s web-

site, and develop a mail order business 
under the same name. 

Today, a message on Modell’s web-
site tells customers, “Attention: All 
store locations have closed. At this 
time, we are still unable to accept 
orders online.” Retail Ecommerce 
Ventures is expected to have the new 
website up and running by the end of 
September.

The e-commerce company has 
also purchased other troubled retail 
businesses like Dressbarn and Pier 
1 Imports, with similar plans to turn 
them into online retail giants.

Long time Jerome Park resident, 
Glenn Leahey, said of the closing, “I’m 
sorry to hear that. I lived in Modell’s 
on Fordham Road about one Satur-
day a month, from the 6th to the 12th 
grade. I bought all of my clothes and 
most of my sporting goods there.”

Leahey added, “They made mil-
lions from sneakers for the past 25 
or so years, but exclusive contracts 
between boutique chains have kept 
them out of the higher end busi-
ness.”

It’s believed that the Modell’s store 
at East Fordham Road and Morris 
Avenue had been operating at that 
location for about 40 years.   

Modell’s: All Sales Final After 131 Years
(continued from page 6)

CORRECTION

In the Aug. 27 edition of Norwood News, in the article entitled, “Elec-
tions 2021: Jessica Haller on Climate, Motherhood and Investment,” the 
referenced Willets Point project would have been underwater in 40 years 
by 2050 had it not been built to withstand climate and sea-level rise, and 
not in four years by 2015, as stated in the original article.
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by DAVID GREENE
Everyone’s got to eat. When the 

pandemic hit the United States in 
March, it came as no surprise to the 
owners of Foodtown supermarkets 
that their business would be deemed 
essential, but they also knew that 
they would have to adapt to “a new 
normal” in order to maintain a safe 
operating environment for both 
their staff, and their customers. 

They did their research, acted on 
their plan and little did they know, it 
would subsequently become nation-
ally recognized, and is now an on-
line model for similar businesses.

Noah Katz is the co-president of 
PSK Supermarkets which owns 13 
Foodtown stores across New York 
City. The Katz family opened its 
first Foodtown in 1956. “We were 
lucky enough to be on a call with a 
supermarket company that oper-
ates in China,” Katz said, referring 
to the early days of the pandemic in 
March. “So, they told us everything 
they did, so we just did it.”

Katz said he purchased $30,000 
worth of vitamins for his employees. 
“It worked,” he said. “They built up 
their immune systems, and we had 

very, very low instances of COVID 
in our company.”

But they didn’t stop there. “We 
put in all these precautions,” he 
said. “We were the first company 
in New York City to give out masks 
to our employees, we were the first 
company to give out masks to our 
customers, and we were the first 
company to put up plexiglass.”

Realizing they were perhaps 
ahead of the curve, they decided to 
share what seemed to be working 
with others. “We actually took all 
our procedures, and our practices, 
and we put them on a free web-
site,” Katz said. 

The PSK Action Plan was born, 
and was subsequently featured na-
tionally on Fox and Friends, as well 
as on a special on C-NBC.

The free download includes a 
checklist for implementing social 
distancing, a checklist to keep work-
ers safe and healthy, and protocols 
on what to do if an employee shows 
COVID-19 symptoms.

“It was crazy, but it was very ef-
fective,” said Katz. “It worked. So, 
we kind of had a good lead on every-
one.” He added, “We gave it to any 

business that wanted it nationwide, 
for free, because what we did was so 
effective in limiting COVID issues 
in our company.”

Any businesses interested in the 
free download can visit the PSK Ac-
tion Plan website at: www.pskac-
tionplan.com. 

How Foodtown’s Re-Opening Plan Became a Model for All Businesses

Photo by David Greene

A GIANT SLAB of plexiglass towers over workers and customers at the Foodtown store 
on East 204th Street in the Norwood section of the Bronx. 
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