Trngl

HATE HAS NOPL

o R

ACE IN N
w1

Proudly Serving Bronx Communities Since 1988

NORWOOD NEWS

Vol 33, No 12 « PusLisHED By MosHoLu PReSERVATION CORPORATION * SEPTEMBER 24-OcToBER 7, 2020

NORWOOD

[l

=

Photo by Miriam Quinofies.

BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 7 District Manager Ischia Bravo (left), Elisa Crespo, education liaison at the Bronx borough president’s of-
fice (center right) and others listen to remarks given by Kenny Agosto, district director to New York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey at a rally
in Norwood on Saturday, Sept. 19.

By Isaiah Mathewson,
Miriam Quinoiies &
Sile Moloney

Following reports on Sept.
18 of the defacing of a mural
painted in support of Black
trans lives, on 204th Street and
Perry Avenue in the Norwood
section of the Bronx, reaction
from allies and various public
officials was swift. Their mes-
sage? Hate has no place in Nor-
wood.

On Saturday, Sept. 19, a
rally was organized at the
mural location by Assembly-
woman Nathalia Fernandez,
who was joined by a group of
about 30 members of the Black
trans community, allies, and
local leaders for the purpose
of, “denouncing hate and the
defacing of a mural supporting
Black trans lives.”

The mural, which dis-
plays the words, “Black Trans

Lives Matter,” in yellow let-
tering had been painted about
three months ago by Black
Trans Media, an organization
founded to, “shift and reframe
the value and worth of Black
trans people through commu-
nity, media, and education,”
according to the group’s Insta-
gram page.

It was discovered, on
Wednesday, Sept. 16, that the
mural had been defaced with

hate speech and obscenities
against the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity, using red paint. Similar
hateful messages written on
the sides of buildings on Hull
Avenue and Decatur Avenue,
also in Norwood, were discov-
ered on Friday, Sept. 18.
During the rally, those
present took turns to speak
and publicly denounce the ac-
tions of those who defaced the
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2020 Election Local Lens: The Environment

By ELIOT SCHIAPARELLI

Sewage treatment plants, major truck-
ing routes, food distribution centers, and
highways like the Cross Bronx Expressway,
all clustered together in the South Bronx
have created an area with such poor air
quality, it has been nicknamed “Asthma Al-
ley,” by locals.

According to a 2018 City health depart-
ment report, pollution levels in the South
Bronx neighborhoods of Mott Haven and
Melrose are some of the highest in the
State and country, exacerbating asthma
rates that send sick kids to Bronx hospitals,
nearly three times more often than in the
rest of New York City.

Ahead of Election Day 2020, Bronx en-
vironmentalists and activists are high-
lighting the importance of taking a holistic
and proactive approach to environmental
policy.

According to Anita Gita of Sunrise
Movement, the presence of these pollutant-
creating factors in the South Bronx, in
particular, in predominantly non-white,
low-income communities is no accident; it’s
environmental racism.

Sunrise is a national, grassroots, youth
movement whose aim is to stop climate
change and create millions of good jobs in
the process. It has 4,138 followers in New
York City.

For Gita, Black and Brown communi-
ties in the Bronx are faced with a burden of
pollution and waste. “To me, it sounds like
a theoretical term,” she said, referring to
the burden of pollution in the borough. “But
you can see it, and you can feel it. Kids in
the Bronx have the highest rates of asthma,
I think, in the country. So, people who are
not doing anything wrong are being tasked
with the burden of dealing with asthma and
respiratory diseases.”

In fact, there are a number of risk fac-
tors which have contributed to the high
asthma rates seen in the Bronx according
to a September 2019 report from Montefiore
Health System. These include obesity, hous-
ing quality (including the presence of mold
and rodent droppings), smoking (including
passive smoking), and air quality.

Gita, along with Sunrise members Fiona
Crisp and Michael Villanova, officially
founded a Bronx chapter of the organiza-
tion three months ago at the end of July. It
has 276 followers. Gita and Crisp are seniors
at Fordham University and Hunter College
respectively, while Villanova is pursuing a
masters at CUNY.

Villanova is from the Bronx, and he said
the need for more climate change activism
is obvious.

“If sea levels rise around six feet, the
South Bronx and areas around City Island
which tend to be lower-income people, and
also tend to be Black and Latino people,
they’re the ones who will have to move,” he
said. “They’re the one[s] who are going to be
impacted by this.”

The first major initiative of Sunrise
Bronx was to help reinstate a Bronx Solid
Waste Advisory Board (SWAB) to inform
the manner in which the borough deals with
waste. According to Crisp and Villanova, 30

Photo by SILE MOLONEY
(L TO R) Elizabeth Quaranta, executive director of Friends of Mosholu Parkland, and
her colleague David Claudio clear fallen tree debris from the Edible Garden, located
next to the Keeper’s House in Norwood after Storm Isaias on Aug. 5, 2020.

percent of the city’s waste is processed in
the Bronx, but the borough has not had an
advisory board in over a decade.

In fact, in July 2018, according to the
National Resources Defense Council, New
York City Council enacted legislation limit-
ing the amount of trash that could be sent
to overburdened neighborhoods that were
home to a majority of privately-owned, en-
vironmentally troublesome, waste transfer
stations.

There were, at that time, 38 such sta-
tions, 26 of which were located in three
neighborhoods - north Brooklyn, the South
Bronx and southeast Queens.

By contrast, just one borough over, in
Manhattan, Sunrise Bronx said there exists
a robust example of a SWAB which has pro-
grams aimed at achieving zero waste. Sun-
rise Bronx hopes they can help Bronx cli-
mate activists create a similar zero-waste
strategy in conjunction with the borough
president’s office. Long term, the group also
wants to have an impact on policy, and on
elections.

“We're looking at using our voice as
young people,” said Villanova. “I don’t
know if you’ve seen the electoral victories
that have happened with Sunrise-backed
candidates, but we want to replicate that in
the Bronx.” He added, “Jamaal Bowman got
elected here with the help of the [Sunrise]
city-wide hub, but we want to replicate his
victory with down-ballot races, especially
with City Council races next year and legis-
lative elections in 2022.”

According to a Pew Research poll con-
ducted between July 27 and Aug. 3, 2020,
42 percent of registered voters said climate
change was a “very important” issue to
them when it comes to voting.

The same poll found that while there
were substantial differences between
Trump and Biden supporters on the impor-
tance of most issues, the widest gaps were
on climate change (57 percentage points),
and racial and ethnic inequality (52 points).

“Climate change is far from this na-
tion’s most pressing national security is-
sue,” reads the GOP platform. “This is the

triumph of extremism over common sense,
and Congress must stop it.”

On a recent visit to California to survey
the damage caused by the most recent wild-
fires, President Donald Trump echoed this
sentiment.

“It'll start getting cooler; you just
watch,” he said, in response to the assertion
that the wildfires were caused by a rapidly
warming climate.

Indeed, the GOP party has other priori-
ties when it comes to the environment. The
party favors lifting environmental regula-
tions to allow businesses which profit from
America’s natural resources to grow.

On the other side of this issue is former
Vice President Joe Biden. The Democratic
nominee for president appeared to agree
with Villanova and the Sunrise Movement’s
view that communities like those in the
Bronx are often the hardest hit.

‘The unrelenting impact of climate
change affects every single solitary one of
us,” said Biden during a recent campaign
speech. “But all too often, the brunt falls
disproportionately on communities of color,
exacerbating the need for environmental
justice.”

Meanwhile, an extract from the Sunrise
Movement’s website reads, “We’re building
an army of young people to make climate
change an urgent priority across Amer-
ica, end the corrupting influence of fossil
fuel executives on our politics, and elect
leaders who stand up for the health and
wellbeing of all people.”

Sunrise is not the only group pushing for
climate justice in the Bronx. Elizabeth Quar-
anta is from Bedford Park, and is the execu-
tive director of Friends of Mosholu Parkland
(FOMP). Her group focuses on maintaining
greenspace, especially along Mosholu Park-
way and more recently, on educating resi-
dents about sustainability.

Quaranta said when she initiates a con-
versation about climate change, she starts
with the park space in the Bronx and how
it is maintained, and then she moves on to

tangible events like Storm Isaias, which
(continued on page 18)
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INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER

By DAVID GREENE

This week, we asked readers their thoughts on the
opening of Catholic, private and public schools during a

global pandemic.

Technically, they are not ready to accept
the kids back in school. To reopen the
schools, it's not safe, and they haven’t
received the funding that was to be given
to them in order for them to get things in
place. They need new ventilation systems
in the school, because the ventilation
systems are out of date and haven’t
been touched, as well as PPE and wash
stations and partitions in the classrooms.
Those things need to be done before
they start bringing the kids back into the
classrooms.

Veronica Jackson,

Belmont

T =

Yes, | think they should. The kids need to
be in school. | don’t think the virus is that
big a problem. If they open the school
and an outbreak occurs, they can shut the
school down for a few days. The virus is
not such a danger.

Anil Budwah,

Bedford Park

Personalized care - Skilled rehabilitation - Professional staff

3200 Baychester Avenue, Bronx, NY 10475 » T: 718-320-3700 * F: 718-671-2554

| think it is a big concern. A slow opening
would be okay, because at the end of the
day, we are trying to get back to some
sense of normalcy. To be honest, it really
depends on what'’s going on, because
numbers don't lie. If things start to get bad
again, statistically speaking, then they can
make it tighter or whatnot. | think shutting
it down is a bit much because you have
to remember, there are different ways of
learning. So, shutting it down may not be
the best thing.

Nelson Valdez,

Soundview

-1
T

i

As far as the kids going back to school -
Horace Mann, the private schools - they
have outdoor learning in the tents. Then,
when the weather gets cold, they’ll do
remote [learning], and in March, they’ll
come back outside. They always have

a plan. New York City is too big. It's too
crowded. If they [the teachers] weren’t
getting paid, would they go to school?
That’s a big question.

Jimmy McCormack,

Throggs Neck

”Sfbf REGEIS CARE CENTER

A five star facility providing
excellent care in the Bronx
and Westchester areas

WWW. regeisca recenter.com

If people are using masks and keeping a
social distance, it will be fine. Kids go to
school today and have an opportunity to
learn, but they don’t learn anything even
when they go. Being at home doesn’t help.
| know that, because of this pandemic,

the college institutions are losing money
because nobody wants to go to school.
Mighty Calabrese,

Norwood

Five Star Quality Rated
by Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
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NEWS

BRIEFS

By SILE MOLONEY

North West Bronx
Democrats Plan for 2022
On Aug. 23, North West Bronx

Democrats issued a press release
in which they referenced the re-
cent announcement by Assembly-
woman Nathalia Fernandez of her
intention to run for Bronx bor-
ough president, and the separate,
recent announcement by 80th
Male District Leader Marco Si-
erraofhis intention torun for City
Council in District 11. The group
said there was sufficient reason to
believe that both candidates may
win their respective races. In or-
der to plan ahead therefore, they
announced their intention to put
together an exploratory commit-
tee to find a select team of candi-
dates from across the district to
take on various political positions
in 2022, including assemblyper-
son, district leaders, State com-
mittee people, judicial delegates
and county committee people.

Biaggi Hosts Census Drive

On Sept. 16, State Sen. Ales-
sandra Biaggi, the Office of NYC
Public Advocate, the Office of the
Bronx Borough President and a
group of empowered women lead-
ers and advocates held a mobile
census drive around the borough.
Throughout the day, they travelled
by caravan through hard-to-count
Bronx communities to encourage
census participation ahead of the
Sept. 30 deadline. Census informa-
tion was provided to businesses
and residents along the route.
The caravan tour began in Hunts
Point, made stops in Morris Park,
Parkchester, Westchester Square,
and Schuylerville, and ended in
Throggs Neck.

The census response rate for
the Bronx as of Sept. 20 was 60.7
percent, lower than the final cen-
sus response rate in 2010 of 64
percent. The census does not ask
about immigration, citizenship,
criminal history, or income. By
law, all census responses are com-
pletely confidential and cannot
be shared with anyone, including
any immigration authorities, tax

Bronxites Mark the 19th Anniversary of 9/11

by DAVID GREENE

Bronxites observed the exact mo-
ment when hijackers crashed two jet-
liners into the World Trade Center at
several events marking the 19" anni-
versary of 9/11, as a number of somber
ceremonies took place at police sta-
tions and fire houses across the bor-
ough.

On Friday, Sept. 11, an estimated
two dozen officers stood to attention
outside of the 49th precinct on East-
chester Road. The officers gathered
with members of the 49th Precinct
Clergy Council and saluted the names
of the 23 police officers who were killed
in the line of duty during the terrorist
attacks on September 11, 2001.

One sergeant was heard saying
to officers, “We honor the dead while
protecting our way of life.” He added,
“As we observe this anniversary, take
pride in knowing that history will re-
member that the New York City Police
Department demonstrated the highest
personal service and humanity that
day.”

At the same time, a second event
was held a short distance away at the
9/11 Memorial Garden at Jacobi Medi-
cal Center. Closed to the public this
year due to the coronavirus pandemic,
the garden hosted a small gathering
of hospital staff, Jacobi Hospital CEO
Christopher Mastromano, members
of the hospital’s Community Advisory
Board and local elected officials. A
moment of silence was observed at 8:46
a.m., marking the exact moment Flight

Photo by David Greene
AN UNIDENTIFIED RANKING NYPD officer places a carnation at the 9/11 Memorial
Garden at Jacobi Medical Center on Friday, Sept. 11, 2020.

11 crashed into Tower One of the World
Trade Center.

At the conclusion of the service,
two wreaths were placed at the two
granite markers bearing the names of
more than 140 Bronxites who perished
that day in the attacks. Attendees fol-
lowed suit, placing white carnations
at the markers and solemnly paying
their respects.

A third event was held later that
evening at the Throgs Neck 9/11 monu-
ment, located at East Tremont Avenue
and the Throgs Neck Expressway. This
event also included the reading of the
names of the 9/11 victims. According to
an online post, their names were read
out by friends and family members.

The annual tradition of the public
reading of the names of the victims at
Freedom Tower, in Lower Manhattan,
was upheld and the ceremony was at-
tended by both Vice President Mike
Pence, and former Vice President and
Democratic nominee for president,
Joe Biden. The event was closed to the
public however, and the reading of the
names was mostly pre-recorded.

A short distance away, about 100
people joined members of the Tunnel
to Towers Foundation for an event in
Zuccotti Park, where the names of the
victims were read in real time, in the
presence of a mask-wearing crowd
who adhered to social distancing
guidelines.

authorities, any law enforce-
ment authorities, or even
landlords. The penalties for
breaking this law are up
to five years in prison, and
$250,000 in fines. This law
has not been broken since it
was passed in 1953.

Bronx Vigil for Ruth
Bader Ginsburg

Following the death on
Sept. 18 of U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsberg, a Bronx vigil was
organized in her honor on
Monday, Sept. 21 at Lou Geh-
rig Plaza by Bronx women
elected officials. Justice
Ginsberg was a civil rights
pioneer that advocated for
women’s rights and gender
equity during her tenure on
the Supreme Court. Bronx
District Attorney Darcel
Clark, Council Member
Vanessa L. Gibson, Assem-
blywoman Nathalia Fer-

nandez, and other Bronx
women elected officials and
community leaders came
together to speak on Justice
Ginsberg’s legacy, and on
how to continue pushing for
equality for marginalized
communities.

Bronx Man Arrested
Over Subway Derailment

On Sunday, Sept. 20, at
approximately 8.18 a.m., po-
lice responded to a train de-
railment at 14th Street sub-
way station in Manhattan.
An investigation revealed
that a man had been seen
throwing construction de-
bris onto the northbound A
train track, which caused
the first car of a subway
train to derail upon enter-
ing the station. No injuries
were reported by the emer-
gency services at the time of
the incident. The A, C, D, E,
and F subway line services

were delayed as a result of
the derailment.

The man was removed to
the NYPD Transit District
2 where the investigation
continued. Demetrius Har-
vard, 30, of Mapes Avenue
in the Crotona section of the
Bronx, was subsequently ar-
rested on charges of reckless
endangerment, criminal
mischief, assault and crimi-
nal trespassing. An arrest is
not proof of a person’s guilt.

Bronx Event to

Highlight Infant Mortality

The Bronx Healthy
Start Program team
at Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine held a
“Strollin’ for Life” walk
and informational event
to raise awareness about
infant mortality at
Parque De Los Nifos in
the Soundview section
of the Bronx on Tuesday,

Sept. 22.

According to Bronx
Healthy Start Partner-
ship, the top five leading
causes of infant mortal-
ity (over 50 percent of all
infant deaths) are birth
defects, preterm birth
(birth before 37 weeks of
pregnancy)andlow birth
weight (less than five
pounds eight ounces),
maternal complications
of pregnancy, Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome
(SIDS), and injuries e.g.
suffocation.

The event sought to
raise awareness and pro-
vide information about
infant mortality, edu-
cate attendees on ways
to prevent and reduce
the incidences of infant
mortality, acknowledge
the babies lost, and cel-
ebrate those in atten-
dance.
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VAN NEST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
Corner of Holland
2 blocks from White Plains Road

an
Assembly CL
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A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS ¢ A CARING CONGREGATION

SERVICE TIMES

SUNDAY:

8:30am Morning Service
10:00am Morning Service
11:30am Morning Service
4:00pm Afternoon Service

SUNDAY NIGHT:
7:00pm Evening Service

TUESDAY:
12:00pm Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:
7:30pm Prayer Meeting

WHERE WILL YOU BE ON SUNDAY...AND OTHER WORSHIP DAYS?

WELCOME TO OURFAMILY!

PRAYER-FILLED, PRAYER GUIDED ¢ SPECIAL MINISTRIES FOR ALL AGES
A VIBRANT, SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY!

FRIDAY NIGHT:
8:00pm Family Night
(Groups for all ages)
11:00pm Prayer Meeting

...plus special services for high
holy days — and other celebra-
tions.

A multi-cultural, multi-generational evangelistic church with five services every Sunday,
and various ministry programs and activities throughout the week. Several churches have been
planted in the Bronx from Van Nest, including the African Assemblies of God Fellowship, which is
now a network of African AG churches throughout the USA. MANY KINDS OF GROUPS AND

MINISTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

MINISTRIES
Children
Youth Group
Young Adult Ministries

Rev. David Hernquist, Pastor
T. 718-824-4067 * F. 718-904-8193 ¢ davidhernquist@aol.com

Rev. Rc ie Brown, Assi Pastor ¢ Jesus Goyco, Youth Pastor
www.vannestassembly.org

Adult Ministries
Outreach
NY District School of Ministry
Berean School Of The Bible
Vacation Bible School

* Music Ministry

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

Van Nest Assembly of God is a body of Believers empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to worship God in Spirit and Truth, to walk in the
light of the Word of God in all aspects of life, and to be witnesses of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, through word and deed, to the
ends of the earth.

The Holy Spirit has clearly shown us that we are called to be a church led not by a orap ity, but by the of
the Lord. This is really why God’s hand of blessing and increase has been upon us all these years. As we look to the future, we know
that His presence will lead us in a continuous increase of souls and expansion of facilities; for our true desire is to glorify Jesus Christ.

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

» Siding » Windows

* Roofing - Gutters & Leaders
* Kitchens * Bathrooms
» Painting » Basements
* Doors * Decks

* Fences « Awnings

* Brick Pointing + Concrete

» Stucco

B NYC License #1191201
CALL JOHN
017-642-0195 FREE ESTIMATES

VISIT OUR ONLINE SHOWROOM

NewHeightsConstructionLLC.com

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

WEBSTER GAFE & DINER

2873 Webster Ave » 718-733-9634
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

PANCAKES, WAFFLES, FRENCH TOAST,
BURGERS, WRAPS, SALADS, TAGOS & MORE

15 00 WITH THIS

off GOUPON

VALID IN STORE ONLY

* POSTMATES

*

Uber Eats

CARRYOUT - DINE IN - DELIVERY

SMART TRAINING APPROACH TO SUCCESS
STATS stands for Smart Training Approach To Success.

It’s a fibness and athletic apparel brand that embraces a

communiby of like minded individuals who nobt only have

the mindset Go achieve their goals but also approaches
each goal with the right strategies for success.

We are looking for Screen Printers, Digital Marketers,
Seamstresses, PR, and Graphic Designers.

Please conbtact
teamsbabs2020@gmail.com or 516-305-7901
for informabtion
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HEALTH
CHECK

Keeping Yourself and Others Safe from the Flu

By CARLOS TEJEDA

Flu season is approaching quickly.
This year, it is especially important
to get the flu vaccine to help you stay
healthy and reduce the severity of
COVID-19 symptoms should you get
sick. This season, it is essential to
take extra steps to protect yourself
and others by getting the flu shot and
practicing good hygiene.

To help your loved ones stay safe
in the upcoming months, follow these
tips:

Monitor your health daily. Both
the flu and COVID-19 are contagious
respiratory diseases that share simi-
lar symptoms. Pay close attention to
your health and see a medical profes-
sional if you experience any of the fol-
lowing:

- fever

« difficulty breathing

« headache

- extreme tiredness

+ dry cough or sneeze

« sore throat

« stuffy or runny nose

» muscle aches or chills

» stomach symptoms such as

nausea and diarrhea

Apart from these symptoms, peo-
ple with COVID-19 can also develop a
loss of taste and smell.

Follow health guidelines and
practice social distancing. The
CDC recommends the following for pro-
tecting ourselves and others:

« Stay home if you feel sick.

» Wear a mask when in public set-
tings, especially in spaces where it
is challenging to practice social dis-
tancing.

» Practice social distancing by
staying six feet away from others.

« Wash your hands often with soap

and water for at least 20 seconds.
» Use hand sanitizer if soap and
water are not readily available.

Protect yourself and others by
getting the flu vaccine. The flu
is a contagious respiratory disease
caused by the influenza virus, caus-
ing mild to severe respiratory symp-
toms. Getting the flu shot protects
you and those around you who may
be at a higher risk of flu complica-
tions. People at higher risk include,
but are not limited to:

« older adults

« children younger than two years old

- those who suffer from chronic ill-
nesses such as asthma, diabetes, and
heart disease.

According to the CDC, the flu shot
can help reduce the risk of flu-related
hospitalizations and deaths. After get-
ting the vaccine, it takes two weeks
for antibodies to develop in the body
and provide protection against the
flu. You may experience mild symp-
toms, such as soreness where the shot
was given, but serious complications
are rare. The vaccine’s symptoms are
usually mild compared to how sick
you would feel if you developed the
flu.

There are many no and low-cost
optionsfor the flu vaccine. Montefiore
has teamed up with Walgreens to of-
fer flu-shots at no or low-cost on these
dates:

Sept. 18, 11am-1pm, Montefiore
Community Center, 3450 Dekalb Av-

enue

Sept. 19, 10:30am-1:30pm, Til-
den Towers, 801 Tilden Street

Sept. 28, 1pm-4pm, Breaking
Ground, 1191 Boston Road

Sept. 30, 1lam-1pm, Parkside
Community Center, 2972 Bronx Park
East

Oct. 4, 9am-12pm, St. Simon
Stock Church, 2191 Valentine Avenue

Oct. 11, 9:45am-1:30pm, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, 627 East 187th
Street

Oct. 18, 9am-12pm, Sacred Heart
Church, 1253 Shakespeare Avenue

Bring a photo ID and your health
insurance card if you have one, when
you visit.

Don’t put your healthcare on
hold. Montefiore and other providers
are taking steps to keep you safe and
healthy, including extra cleaning mea-
sures, regular temperature and symp-
tom checks, and having masks and
hand sanitizer available for patients
and staff. Montefiore also provides
virtual doctor visits through the Mon-
tefiore FIRST app and remote access
to providers and health information
through Montefiore MyChart. For more
information on how to sign up for Mon-
tefiore FIRST or Montefiore MyChart,
visit https://covidsafecare.montefiore.
org/covid-safe.

Carlos Tejeda is Community
Health Specialist for Community
and Population Health at Montefiore
Health System.

HOUR
SERVICE

MM

Daycare

Where Learning and Fun Meet !

M&M has cultivated a safe and nurturing environment
regardless of TIME. Our environment is conducive to

the needs of each individual child to ensure competent
development of their executive skills.

718-924-6531 | mmdaycarebx@gmail.com

Licensed by NYC DOHMH All staff are CPR & First Aid Certified
Bronx NY, Yankee Stadium Area
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Green
Machine

By AUREOLE RIBES

As a youngster in the Sixties
and Seventies, Stephen Ritz and his
friends would drill a hole in a quar-
ter, put a fishing string through it,
and play infinite pinball games at
Larry’s Luncheonette on the corner
of Gun Hill Road and Tryon Avenue
in Norwood. They got away with it for
a few weeks.

Ritz recalls this little ploy with
fondness and has an amalgam of other
memories as well. He remembers
learning basketball at Mosholu Mon-
tefiore Community Center, building
little tree houses in Reservoir Oval
Park, biking down Gun Hill Road,
and meeting the Duncan “YoYo” man
outside of school on Wednesdays.

It’s moments like these that he
fondly recalls when he drives through
the Bronx each week dropping off
food for those who need it through his
organization, Green Bronx Machine.
The group completes the weekly, 26-
mile food delivery run to support 55
families and 30 cancer patients who
are currently experiencing food inse-
curity.

In fact, Green Bronx Machine
does even more than that. Founded
in 2011, it is an impact-driven organi-
zation that teaches kids about the art
of healthy eating. According to Ritz,
it started as an after-school alterna-
tive program for high school students
at Community School 55 in the South
Bronx.

It is now fully integrated into the
school’s core curriculum and is also
in dozens of other schools across the
City, and in over 500 schools nation-
ally and internationally.

“We were named Top Ten Health
and Wellness Program in America
by Harkin Institute and have made
the Top 100 Educational Innovations
in the World three times!” said Ritz
proudly. “A replica of our classroom
is in the U.S. Botanic Garden, and
we were invited to the Obama White
House three times and installed
farms indoors and outdoors there.”

Their program aims to make
healthy eating more accessible to stu-
dents. So far, they have grown over
100,000 vegetables in the Bronx, and
their Green Bronx Machine Face-

|
i

YOUNG GRADUATES OF CS 55 who are
also participants in the Green Bronx Ma-
chine program gear up for Harvest Day
festivities, and socially distant farming on
July 16, 2020.

book page is awash with fun, color-
ful, playful photos showcasing their
“green” work.

A community school is a partner-
ship between school staff, families,
youth, and the community to raise
student achievement by ensuring
that children are physically, emotion-
ally, and socially prepared to learn.

It serves as a center, providing
access to critical programs and ser-
vices like health care, mentoring,
expanded learning programs, adult
education, and other services that
support the whole child, engage fami-
lies, and strengthen the entire com-
munity.

Under the NYC Community School
approach, each school is paired with a
lead Community Based Organization
partner that works collaboratively
with the principal and the school
leadership team to carry out the work
at the school.

National studies have found that
strong community schools have
higher graduation rates and lower
dropout rates; higher student at-
tendance; higher reading and math
scores; improved school climate, in-
cluding teacher morale and student
behavior; greater parent engage-
ment; and lower rates of neighbor-
hood crime and violence.

“My goal is to redefine the nar-

Photos Courtesy of Green Bronx Machine
STEPHEN RITZ, FOUNDER of Green
Bronx Machine, with Lizette B. Ritz, Ex-
ecutive Director.

rative and lifestyles for people, stu-
dents, and teachers in the Bronx,”
Ritz explained.

The hands-on, project-based cur-
riculum has lesson plans and activi-
ties that help students meet their core
academic requirements, while also
teaching them about gardening, food
production, health, and wellness. The
lesson plan subjects range from sci-
ence to math, and from language to
the arts.

Since March, the school has shifted
to online and socially distanced learn-
ing and has also implemented nightly,
online tutorials with twenty-five of
the most atrisk elementary school
children. An afterschool cooking pro-
gram has also been created where
students deliver food door-to-door on
Tuesdays, and then meet via Zoom on
Wednesdays to cook.

Ritz explained that he and his col-
leagues have known since day one
that children in the Bronx and com-

munities of color and poverty are in
danger. “The pandemic is symptom-
atic, is a manifestation of a much
larger virus, or several viruses; the
viruses of greed, corruption and rac-
ism,” he said. Indeed, according to the
2020 New York County Health Rank-
ings, the Bronx is the last county in
health outcomes and factors in New
York State.

During the teacher shortage in the
eighties, Ritz, a former athlete, unex-
pectedly became a teacher. Earlier
in his career, when he was teaching
science at Middle School 319 on 184th
Street, he created a biodiversity cen-
ter which began with one tank of fish,
and soon included frogs, turtles, and
snakes.

His childhood visits to Mr. Chin’s
pet shop on Gun Hill Road inspired
this idea. Chin would tell the kids sto-
ries, talk to the birds and let them feed
the fish. “The pet shop was really the
moral equivalent of our Bronx Zoo,”
Ritz said. “We loved watching them
swim,” he said of the fish. “It was
very calming. It was very educational,
and it was something that I wanted to
bring into my classroom.”

Ritz said he is still influenced by
his childhood in Norwood to this day,
especially the way the community
shared resources and information.
“Norwood is a community where we
love people and use things, as opposed
to loving things and using people,” he
said.

To learn more about Green Bronx
Machine, visit their website at https://
greenbronxmachine.org/who-we-are/.
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CRIME FILE

Man Sought for Forcible
Touching Incident

The NYPD is seeking the pub-
lic’s assistance in identifying a
man wanted in connection with a
forcible touching incident which
occurred in the 52nd Precinct. On
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2020 at approxi-
mately 3.15 p.m., in the vicinity of
East 197th Street and Decatur Av-
enue in the Bronx, a 33-year-old fe-
male victim was entering the rear
of her apartment building when
an unidentified male approached
from behind and grabbed the vic-
tim’s buttocks. The individual
then fled on foot in an unknown
direction. The victim sustained
no injury.

Armed Robbery
Pattern across Bronx

The NYPD is asking for the
public’s assistance identifying
three men who are sought in con-
nection with a series of gunpoint
robberies which took place in
the 43rd, 44th, 47th, and 50th pre-
cincts. Video and photo evidence
of the suspects taken in the vicin-

ity of the various incident loca-
tions is available from the NYPD.
Incident Number 1

On Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2020 at 7
p.m., inthe vicinity of Grant High-
way and West 169th Street, in the
Mount Eden section of the Bronx,
a 66-year-old male victim was
walking on the street when two
unknown men approached him
from behind, displayed a firearm
and demanded his property. The
individuals forcibly removed the
victim’s jewelry and fled the loca-
tion on foot to parts unknown. The
victim suffered pain and bruising
but refused medical attention at
the scene. The victim’s property
had an undetermined estimated
value.

Incident Number 2

On Thursday, Aug. 20, 2020
at approximately 7.20 p.m., in
front of 4305 Byron Avenue in the
Wakefield section of the Bronx,
a 51-year-old man and a female
companion were approached by
two men who displayed a black
firearm and removed the male
victim’s neck chain with an ap-

By SILE MOLONEY

proximate value of $7,000. The in-
dividuals fled on foot. There were
no injuries.

Incident Number 3

On Sunday, Aug. 23, 2020 at ap-

proximately 1 a.m., on the corner
of Albany Crescent and West 231
Street in the Kingsbridge Heights
section of the Bronx, a 45-year-old
male victim was approached by
two men who displayed a black
firearm and removed the man’s
jewelry and personal property
with an approximate value of
$3,000. The individuals fled on
foot. There were no injuries.

Incident Number 4

On Wednesday, Aug. 26, 2020 at

approximately 4.30 p.m., in front
of 3414 Bailey Place in the Kings-
bridge Heights section of the
Bronx, a 66-year-old male victim
was approached by two men who
displayed a silver firearm and re-
moved the man’s jewelry with an
approximate value of $1,000. The
individuals fled in a black Honda
four-door sedan. There were no
injuries.

Incident Number 5

On Monday, Aug. 31, 2020 at
approximately 1.25 a.m., in front
of 4825 White Plains Road in the
Wakefield section of the Bronx, a
43-year-old male victim was ap-
proached by three men who dis-
played firearms and removed the
man’s jewelry with an approxi-
mate value of $13,000 as well as
his car keys. The individuals fled
on foot. There were no injuries.

Incident Number 6

On Monday, Aug. 31, 2020 at ap-
proximately 2.20 p.m., in front of
1832 Gleason Avenue in the Sound-
view section ofthe Bronx, a32-year-
old male victim was approached
by three men who displayed a
black firearm and removed the
man’s jewelry and personal prop-
erty with an approximate value
of $8,000. The individuals fled on
foot. There were no injuries.

Two of the men are 5 foot, 10
inches tall, and weigh between
160 and 170 pounds. The other man
is 6 foot, 2 inches tall and weighs
250 pounds. They are described as
Black, and in their twenties.

BAR & RESTURANT

Jolly Tinker

2875 Webster Ave Bronx, New York 10458 | Open from 11am to 4am

Jolly Tinker is celebrating over 50 years of service to the Bedford Park Community.
Come and enjoy our updated atmosphere, renovated restaurant, and daily food & drink
specials. Check out our full menu and specials at www.jollytinkers.com Jolly Tinker is
a place where everyone is welcome. The only requirement is that you remain Jolly!

JOLLY TINKER SPECIALS 4-8PM

(DINE-IN ONLY)

JOLLY MONDAYS
6 Beers for $20, $3/$5 Drink Specials

$2 TACO TUESDAY
(W/$8 min purchase)

$5 WING WEDNESDAYS

Z0OO THURSDAYS
$5/$7/$9 Special Concoction Drinks

10% Discount Botanical Garden/Bronx Zoo Staff

HELLO WEEKEND

Free Dessert w/$50 Food Purchase (Fri-Sun)

LIVE “DJ” « BAR ON SITE ¢ SECURITY

$6 LUNCH SPECIALS
12-3PM

WO
—T0Y00—
CELEBRATE YOUR

BIRTHDAY FOR FREE

WE CATER FOR ALL EVENTS & OCCASIONS

RESTAURANT OPEN MON-SAT 11AM-2AM SUN 4PM-2AM
BAR HOURS: MON-SAT 11AM-4AM SUN 1PM-4AM

347-726-5644
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' mcc (718) 841-0059

TRANSPDRTATIDN GCCTransportatlon org

Medicaid transport to

Dialysis e Drug Rehabilitation
Physical Therapy e OPWDD Services

Cancer treatments o Mental Health Treatment
Elderly Services e Hospital Discharges
Ophthamology e Orthopedic Rehabilitation

Medicaid recipients

should request GCC Transportation as their
preferred transportation provider at
www.medanswering.com

(718) 841-0059
GCCTransportation.org
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OSWALD FELIZ IS a Northwest Bronx Democrats 4 Change Board member and is running for the City Council seat in District 15.

Photo courtesy of Oswald Feliz

Elections 2021: Oswald Feliz on Education, Climate Action & Housing

By SILE MOLONEY

Oswald Feliz is very clear on what
his top three issues are in running for
City Council in the 15" District. “Num-
ber one, I will work to racially and eco-
nomically desegregate our public-school
system,” he said. “We actually have the
most racially and economically segre-
gated system in the country, and that
has to change.”

Feliz said that in a City which has
the largest public-school system in the
country, with over 1.1 million students,
where 70 percent are from minority
communities, it is unjust that only a
fraction gain entry to the best public
high schools.

He cites the example of Stuyvesant
High School, rated the top public high
school in the City, where in 2020, out of
760 admitted students, only ten were Af-
rican American. It was a similar tale in
2019, where out of 895 admitted students,
only seven were African American, and
only 20 were Hispanic.

Feliz is critical of the design of the
school system, not just in terms of the
barriers it presents to low-income stu-
dents and students of color from a fund-
ing perspective, but also because of
the specialized high school admissions
test.

“Specialized high schools determine
admission based on one thing - the
score on an exam and nothing else,” he
said. “A test score may not be the best
way to measure how well they do.” He
acknowledges that it is one factor, but he
said it shouldn’t be the only thing that’s

considered, adding that many lower in-
come kids have very high GPAs, but do
not necessarily do well in the exam.

One reason for this, he said, is that
many wealthy parents can afford to send
their kids to a special summer school
program six months out in order to pre-
pare them to take the test. Another rea-
son is that many first-generation fami-
lies are navigating the system for the
first time, and may not even know the
exam exists in order to apply to these
high performing public schools.

If elected, Feliz would require top
public schools, when screening appli-
cants, to account for not just the admis-
sions exam results, but also a student’s
GPA, attendance, teacher recommenda-
tions, and social-economic and racial
background.

His second top campaign issue is the
environment. “The Bronx is a classic
example of environmental injustice,” he
said. “We have the worst air quality in
our city, and we also have high asthma
rates due to the poor air quality. It’s due
to alot of reasons but it’s mostly because
of the air pollution.”

He attributes this to the many high-
ways and expressways in the South
Bronx, in particular, including and es-
pecially the Cross Bronx Expressway,
which traverses a number of neighbor-
hoods, and which he said was recently
rated the most congested expressway in
the nation.

“You know, it has six lanes — three
going up, three going down - a lot of con-
gestion, heavily used by trucks,” Feliz

said. He plans to create a green space
over the 1950s expressway.

“The Cross Bronx has a lot of differ-
ent areas, most of it is below level and
some of it is elevated,” he said. So, the
areas that are below ground level, I will
work to put basically like a cap or a deck
of new green space [overhead] to help
absorb the pollution.”

Headded that technology would also
be installed to absorb more of the pollu-
tion into the tunnel underground. “It’s
not going to quickly absorb every sin-
gle particle, but it would, at least, help
decrease the pollution in the area.”

He cites Klyde Warren Park, built
over the Woodall Rodgers Freeway in
Dallas, Texas as a similar successful
example, as well as plans in Brooklyn
for the Brooklyn Queens Expressway.

Feliz said that a company in Brook-
lynanalyzed the project there and came
up with a proposal. He reached out to
the company and they told him they
had actually been trying to analyze the
issue in the Bronx but had reached an
impasse. “It hasn’t gained enough po-
litical traction,” Feliz explained.

The third priority for Feliz is pro-
moting home ownership, changing the
socio-economic fabric of public hous-
ing, and curbing gentrification in the
Bronx by incentivizing long-time resi-
dents to stay in the borough. He plans
to offer 15 to 20 percent of tenants in
public housing the opportunity to pur-
chase their homes at an affordable rate
through a designated non-profit orga-
nization, similar to a Co-op arrange-

ment, provided the tenants meet cer-
tain criteria.

They would have to have lived in
the public housing complex all their
lives and would have to be above a cer-
tain income threshold. This means not
being the lowest-income earners, but
not being well off enough to buy else-
where in the City. Sub-rentals would
be prohibited and if they subsequently
wanted to sell their home, they would
have to do so at the same rate at which
they purchased it, using the same non-
profit.

“Having housing programs that are
economically integrated has a lot of
benefits,” Feliz said in a recent Face-
book live campaign event. It will bring
income to the community and promote
stability.

In terms of his political experi-
ence, Feliz has worked previously for
State Sen. Gustavo Rivera, and he also
worked on the political campaign for
Congressman Adriano Espaillat.

Asked why he would be a better can-
didate than his opponents, Feliz said, “I
would say that I am a strong negotiator.
As a tenant lawyer, I have taken on the
most aggressive landlords in our City.”

He added, “I'm an educator and
taught in a classroom in the Bronx for
many years.” He added that he would
not be an elected official that would
only vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on issues. “I'm go-
ing to be an elected official that is actu-
ally going to be taking the lead on the
issues. That is what the Bronx needs to
help solve problems.”
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Free Personal Planning Guide
with answers to your Pre-Planning Questions

Families in our community have turned to Woodlawn Cemetery

with their cremation and burial needs for over 150 years - We can answer your
and continue to count on us today. We are here to help you be questions by phone
prepared for any situation. An important part of this preparation or virtually.

is completing a Personal Planning Organizer. It allows you to Hablamos Espariol
gather all the information needed for final arrangements in one

place, making the process easier for loved ones.

Benefits of planning ahead:
 Document your wishes in writing
 Secures today’'s payment rate

* Provides peace of mind

WOODLAWN

CEMETERY « CREMATORY  CONSERVANCY

Call today to receive your FREE Personal Planning Organizer: 4199 Wehster Ave
Bronx, NY 10470

7 1 8'9 2 0'0 5 U 0 www.Woodlawn.org
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Out &Ab out

Events

The Bronx Night Market series
celebrates culture and cuisine,
represents the City’s diverse offerings,
and supports up-and-coming food
concepts, all the while encouraging
visitors from the greater New York
area and beyond to explore our
borough. Entrance is free and it will be
every Saturday and Sunday through
November starting on Sept. 25. For more
information, go to www.facebook.com,
and search for “Bronx Night Market.”

Every Friday, from Sept. 25 to Oct.

16, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m., the New
York Botanical Garden will hold a
“Pressing Plants for Art & Science”
workshop. This course teaches you how
to make museum-quality, preserved
plant specimens, suitable for research,
education, and decoration. For more
information, visit www.nybg.org, and
search for “Pressing Plants for Art &
Science.”

The Virtual Bronx Book Fair 2020

e

Compiled by AUREOLE RIBES

takes place from Oct. 2 at 6 p.m.

to Oct. 5 at 7 p.m. Although this is
usually an in-person fair, this year
there will be four days of virtual
programming for the entire family
including a writing workshop, a
featured music presentation, featured
poetry readings, an open mic, a
featured keynote speaker, a children’s
story hour, a book talk, a featured
storyteller, and much more. To learn
more, go to www.facebook.com, and
search for “Virtual Bronx Book Fair
2020.”

The James Baldwin Outdoor Learning
Center Community Farmers’ Market
takes place every Saturday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. until Oct. 31. It features
vendors from local farms and Bronx-
based foods and crafts. It is located
at the intersection of Goulden and
Sedgwick Avenues and West Mosholu
Parkway South (north side of DeWitt
Clinton Educational Camp). For more
information, go to www.facebook.
com, and search for “James Baldwin
Outdoor Learning Center.”

Peggy Robles-Alvarado leads a free,
bi-monthly, generative writing workshop
which is great for writers of all levels.
You will write, develop poems, write
pieces, and get feedback on your work.
It will take place online on Wednesday,
Sept. 23, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. For
more information, visit this site: www.
eventbrite.com and search for “Line
Breaks and Bronx Beats with Peggy
Robles — Alvarado.”

Volunteer
Opportunities

Help clean up Wakefield’s

Bissel Gardens as part of the
#CleanUpTheBronx community

effort. Join The Bronx for Black Lives,
Wakefield 4 Change, Bronx Bodega, and
Council Member Andrew Cohen to clean
up Bissel Gardens on Saturday, Sept. 26
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at East 241st St &
Baychester Avenue, across from Camp
Street. All supplies including bags,
masks, and gloves will be provided.
RSVP here: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdO6dCNaxUDanBX
TQwA2kSemSA1Cv9QPGr32calsVthJEd
cpw/viewform?fbclid=lwAROoCe1ulDGQ
94HcQYb3tSAXwyPssqgz-lyWXmxQnN-
vPXv-Osvi5buiPIMU

Exhibits

The Bronx Museum of Arts presents,
“Bring the Museum Home!” which is
an afternoon filled with art-making
activities, all from the comfort of your

home. To learn more and register,

visit their website at: http://www.
bronxmuseum.org/events/september-
virtual-family-affair-bring-the-museum-
home

Sports and Movement

On Saturday, Oct. 3 from 9 a.m. to

3 p.m., Free Walkers is organizing a
“Bronx Coast to Coast” walk from

the Hudson River to Pelham Bay. Free
Walkers is an organization that helps

aid people’s health and wellbeing by
educating, motivating and challenging
people to go on long-distance

walking events. The walk starts at the
intersection of West 231st Street and
Riverdale Avenue, by the benches at the
entrance to Ewen Park. More information
can be found by visiting www.eventbrite.
com and searching for “Bronx Coast to
Coast.”

On Oct. 3, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

EDT, Bronx River Alliance is hosting

a two-hour estuary paddle event for
$35. This paddle starts and ends at

the Concrete Plant Park boat launch.
Journey through the lower segments of
the Bronx via canoe or kayak, traveling
south and back, passing along Concrete
Plant Park, Hunts Point Riverside Park
and Soundview Park. Travel to the
connecting East River and learn about
what this amazing natural resource

has to offer! For more information,

go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
estuary-paddle-10320-tickets-

KJ TRANSPORTATION C SERVICE INC.
9 East 213 Street, Bronx, NY 10467 « B02688

Email: Kjtransportation254@gmail.com

MEDICAL TRANSPORT

KJ Transportation Services Inc offers

FREE MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

to and from your appointments. We have over 150 clean,
reliable and ontime TLC vehicles. KJ has been providing Car
Service to the Norwood Community as well as the 5 boroughs
for many years. We are located in the Bronx with a 24-hour

Bilingual Staff & Open 7 days a week.

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION

WE ACCECT ALL MEDICAL INSURANCE

J[ % PRI .-:-:.‘?:*

HOURLY TRANSPORTATION
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BAINBRIDGE

NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER

Bainbridge Nursing & Rehabllitation Center
is pleased to offer the following services:

Tracheostomy Care * Shon-Term Rehabilitation PT/OT/Speech & days
Joint replacemantTrauma Injury Recovery Program
Specialized Stroke Rahakllitation Program = 1V Therapy * Hospice and Palliative Care
Spaciallzed Wound Care Program « Alzheimer’s & Memory Care
Therapeutic Activity Program ® Soclal Work Senices » Long-Term Skilled Care Sarvices
Peychological Services * Sub-Acute Skiled Services

3518 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467 - Tel: 718-655-1991 - www.BainbridgeCares.com
11 .
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Hate Has No Place in Norwood

(continued from page 1)

mural, and who apparently intended
to cause hurt. “This is not the com-
munity that I know and that I proudly
represent,” said Fernandez, addressing
the crowd. “We have always accepted
every single person - color, creed, any-
one - because that is what community
is about.”

Asked by Norwood News what steps
the assemblywoman would take to pre-
vent such hate crimes from happening
again in the area, Fernandez said that
in discussions with Bronx Commu-
nity Board 7 and local trans leaders,
there was mention of a task force being
formed, though details have yet to be
solidified.

Also, in attendance at the event was
Elisa Crespo, education liaison at the
Bronx borough president’s office and
the first openly transgender woman of
color to work for a borough-wide office
in the Bronx. Crespo is also running
for the New York City Council seat in
District 15. “As a member of a commu-
nity that is being attacked by the high-
est levels of government, I am here to
tell you that our oppression and subju-
gation will no longer be tolerated,” she
said.

Speaking with Norwood News be-
fore the rally, Crespo made clear that
her political campaign was not solely
based around her identity as a trans-
gender woman. “When I am elected
as Councilwoman, I will be bringing
a voice to a community that has never
been heard,” she said. “But, I'm also
here to represent everyone regardless
of their background.”

Meanwhile, members of Black Trans
Media not only attended the event and
painted over the hateful messages that
covered the mural, but they also used
the occasion to address those gathered.

Xeno Olionus, who was the lead art-
ist on the mural when it was originally
painted, said its defacing was all the
more senseless considering the current
situation with the coronavirus pan-
demic and resulting economic crisis.

“I think that the last thing that
should be [the vandal’s] priority is,
‘How can I take it a step further and
keep knocking people down that are
just trying to live?’,” he said. “All we’re
trying to do is live. That’s it — simple!”

He added that because everyone was
going through such hard times, tearing
other people down didn’t make anyone
else’s life any better. He called for more
respect and empathy.

“Every artist knows that when you
do art, there’s a part of you that goes
into it,” he said. “For someone to just
step over it and not consider the time it
takes, the emotion it takes, it’s a lack of
consideration and a lack of empathy.”

In June, during the initial painting
of the mural, Black Trans Media had
posted a message on their Instagram
account thanking the local commu-

nity for their support. “Day 1 photos
from working on our #blacktranslives-
matter mural in the Bronx was so epic
magical and we appreciate everyone
coming out and supporting each other
in staying safe,” the post read.

“We got to interact with tons of folks
in the community who came up to us,
talked to us, and thanked us for our
work. One family got out of their car to
take photos with their kids in front of
the words black trans lives matter,” the
post continued. The group added that
folks had also donated money and wa-
ter to them on the day in question.

Other speakers on the day included
Olympia Sudan, co-director of Black
Trans Media, Ischia Bravo, district
manager of Community Board 7, and
Kenny Agosto, district director to New
York State Senator Jamaal T. Bailey
and the first, openly gay man to serve
as a district leader in the Bronx.

“We have a Montefiore center dedi-
cated to HIV prevention,” said Agosto,
his voice appearing to crack at times
due to emotion. “We must fund those
things!” He also called for the funding
of LGBTQ+ support services, centers,
and for support for LGBTQ+ artists.
“We must defend our artists because
they are defending us!” he said, point-
ing to the mural. “We’re here because
this is intolerable!” he added. “We
are sick and tired of being sick and
tired!”

During her remarks, Sudan called
for more education and understand-
ing among non-trans people of the is-
sues faced by the trans community
and encouraged people to think about
policy decisions that affected them.

All in attendance appeared to be
heavily moved by the event during the
delivery of the various remarks and
expressed their support and solidar-
ity with the Black transgender and
wider transgender community.

Overall, the anger and sadness that
such vitriol towards fellow human be-
ings could be expressed in such a vul-
gar, hateful and public manner was
palpable.

A hate crime is an offense that is
motivated by bias. A person commits
a hate crime when one of a specified
set of crimes is committed, targeting
a victim because of a perception or
belief about their race, color, national
origin, ancestry, gender, religion, re-
ligious practice, age, disability or sex-
ual orientation, or when such an act is
committed as a result of that type of
perception or belief.

Hate crimes can be perpetrated
against an individual, a group, or
against public or private property. For
example, hanging a noose or paint-
ing a swastika can be deemed hate
crimes.

In January 2019, city Council
passed legislation to create the Of-
fice for the Prevention of Hate Crimes
(OPHC) — the first of its kind for a city

in the United States.

According to OPHC, hate crime
complaints, which can be the result
of civilian reporting or officer activ-
ity, went up by 19 percent from 2018
to 2019, in part because of an increase
in anonymous hate-crime vandalism,
without an identifiable suspect to ar-
rest.

Of all bias categories, anti-Jewish
bias comprised the largest proportion
of both complaints (58 percent) and ar-
rests (35 percent), Of these complaints,
76 percent were for incidences of swas-
tika vandalism.

Anti-LGTBQ bias comprised the
second-highest proportion of hate
crime complaints (16 percent) and ar-
rests (27 percent). White individuals
made up the highest proportion of ar-
rests across all bias categories. The
highest proportion of arrests was for
males aged between 26 and 35 years of
age.

Brooklyn led the boroughs with
the highest number of hate crime com-
plaints and arrests, followed by Man-
hattan.

Meanwhile, the NYPD confirm
that the Norwood incidents are clas-

Challenging MTA’s Financial Woes

MTA Chairman Pat Foye claims
his agency is facing a financial “Five
Alarm Fire.” Putting it out requires
not only federal assistance, but also
farebox, City Hall, and Albany rev-
enues. First, the MTA requested $3.9
billion in additional funding. After re-
ceipt of $3.9 billion in CARE COVID-19
funding, the MTA announced they
needed another $3.9 billion. Today, it
is $12 billion. What will it be tomor-
row? Weeks ago, it was a four-alarm
fire. Now it is a five-alarm fire. What
will it be tomorrow? MTA Chairman
Foye reminds me of Pinocchio.

Riders and Washington are al-
ready fighting the financial fire. City
Hall and Albany must do like-
wise. MTA Chairman Foye recently
blamed Washington for a loss of $1 bil-
lion. This was based on the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) not
working fast enough with the MTA
with the completion of the NEPA envi-
ronmental review process. This is nec-
essary to implement Congestion Pric-
ing. It is supposed to raise $15 billion
for the “MTA $51 billion 2020 - 2024
Five Year Capital Plan.”

Even if FHWA made a NEPA find-
ing tomorrow, tolling could never

sified as hate crimes, and that they
are being investigated by their Hate
Crimes Task Force division. To date,
there have been no reports on who the
culprit or culprits are.

Destination Tomorrow is the only
LGBTQ+ center in the Bronx with the
unique experience of working hand in
hand with members of the Transgen-
der and Gender Non-Conforming com-
munity (TGNC) community. The center
provides housing, social support, and
employment related services. The cen-
ter’s goal is to act as a resource not only
to TGNC community members, but also
to those in the borough who are looking
to work with or understand this commu-
nity.

Anyone wishing to obtain more in-
formation about the agency can do so by
accessing their website at www.destina-
tiontomorrow.org.

To report a hate crime in prog-
ress or any emergency, call 911. Non-
emergencies should be reported to
the local precinct.

For general questions about the
work that OPHC is doing, New Yorkers
can email OPHC@cityhall.nyc.gov or
visit nyc.gov/stophate.

be implemented on Jan. 1, 2021.
For nine months, Governor Cuomo
and NYC Mayor de Blasio never an-
nounced their appointments to
the MTA Traffic Mobility Review
Board. Details of who will pay what,
can never be resolved and made pub-
lic until this board is established and
completes its mission. This process
is politically sensitive. It could take
many months to a year before con-
gestion pricing is set. I will not hold
my breath waiting for MTA Chair-
man Foye’s future New York Times
Guest Op Ed holding Mayor de Bla-
sio and Governor Cuomo account-
able for their inaction delaying im-
plementation. This $15 billion could
have solved the financial crisis.
Larry Penner
Great Neck

Support for Abortion and
Sex Education?

Warren Milenin (September 10 let-
ter) agrees with Richard Marias (July
30 letter) in praying for an end to abor-
tion. Are they also praying for more sex
education and birth control so that there
will be less unwanted pregnancies?

Richard Warren,

New York City
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Body Treatment
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210 Bedford Park Blvd.
Bronx, NY 10458
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Shop local

and Save'!

Small businesses and big
savings awail at the
Jeroma Gun Hill BID.

Jjeremegunhillbid.org r'EJ] @jeromegunhillbid
BID hotline 718-324-4946 . aighbid

APARTMENT)
FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF.. AMO*

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE OROANIZATION

1601 Brorxdale Avenue - Broao, MY 10462 - T 718 518 8000 - P 718 516 8585
wiw'w langsanmpropertysenioss com

Professional Directory

Computer Repair
Computer Repair Upgrade, troubleshooting, lap-top overheats,
cracked screen, broken power jack, virus removal, data recovery.
Call James (646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

TO REPORT A STORY TO THE
NORWOOD NEWS, CALL US AT
718-324-4998

2020 Election Local Lens The Environment

(continued from page 2)

ripped through the area in early August.
FOMP were actively involved in the storm
clean up.

Many of these conversations start in
the “Edible Garden” the group maintains,
located beside the Keeper’s House in Nor-
wood. The edible garden model is one where
community residents can come in and vol-
unteer in planning, seeding, planting, wa-
tering, weeding, and helping to make com-
post. They can also help harvest and prep
for the next season.

School gardens are another venue for such
conversations. Quaranta said they should be
made mandatory throughout the borough. “I
think it’s definitely a must for the children to
know where our food comes from,” she said.
“The other thing is - it also provides an op-
portunity for adults to go back to the basics.
As we teach children about food, and climate
change and sustainability, the adults - most
likely the parents - get on board with the
same initiative.”

Congressman José E. Serrano, who has
represented the 15" congressional district,
which includes the South Brong, for the last
30 years, has been hailed as a progressive
leader when it comes to his voting record on
climate change. Indeed, he commissioned the
original study which high-lighted the link
between the high asthma rates in the South
Bronx and the area’s high pollution levels.

Asaresult, he introduced legislation that
provided tax credits to businesses that use
clean-fuel vehicles in areas with high pol-
lution. He also supported the South Bronx
Greenway project — a belt of parks and paths
that cut through industrial areas to connect
several neighborhoods to their immediate
waterfront.

One of his landmark achievements was
the restoration of the highly contaminated
Bronx River, the City’s only true freshwater
river, which was known for illegal dumping,
but was transformed into a healthy eco-sys-
tem capable of sustaining migrating herring
and the first beaver in New York City in over

(L TO R) Michael Villanova and Fiona
Crisp, co-founders of the Bronx chapter
of Sunrise Movement. Photo courtesy of
Michael Villanova.

200 years.

As Serrano prepares for his retirement,
organizations like Sunrise Bronx and FOMP
will no doubt expect his presumptive succes-
sor, City Councilman Ritchie Torres, along
with all elected officials to build on this work
for the betterment of the Bronx. Given that a
recent Harvard University study found that
someone living in an area of high-particulate
pollution is 8 percent more likely to die from
COVID-19 than others living in areas with
less pollution, it’s clear that a smart, holistic
policy approach to environmental policy is
needed.

During her regular park clean up out-
ings, Quaranta also notices the amount of
non-biodegradable waste there is scattered
around - everything from plastic cups to
plastic bags, and straws to Styrofoam con-
tainers.

She said there must be another way to en-
courage manufacturers to stop making non-
environmentally friendly items. “I think,
on a national level, we really need to think
about the products we make,” she said.

Sile Moloney contributed additional re-
porting to this story.



By DANIELA BEASELY

Mosholu Preservation Corpora-
tion (MPC) is partnering with Lo-
cal Initiatives Support Corporation
(LISC) NYC to support local, small
businesses in the Norwood and
Wakefield neighborhoods through
the LISC NYC Small Business Re-
lief & Recovery Fund. The Fund
will provide grants of $10,000 to mi-
nority-owned, small businesses, in
response to their needs to suc-
cessfully retool and adapt to new
business guidelines and a chang-
ing marketplace, in the wake of
COVID-19.

LISC NYC embraces an inclu-
sive, economic development agenda
that prioritizes targeted invest-
ments in public infrastructure,
human talent, innovation, diverse
enterprises, and community orga-
nizations. This aligns with MPC’s
efforts to advance the health and
wellbeing of Bronx communities
through small business support,
neighborhood development, quality
housing, and local news.

Through this partnership,

MPC will support businesses in

the Norwood and Wakefield area in
screening grant applications to the
LISC NYC Small Business Relief &
Recovery Fund. In addition, MPC
will deliver technical assistance
and business development support
to participating businesses.

Business applicants selected
by LISC NYC as relief fund grant-
ees will receive support from MPC
and avail of its specialized menu of
small business services provided
to all Northwest Bronx Merchants,

September 24-October 7, 2020 ¢ Norwood News e 19

| sPowsomeGOWnT
Small Business Grants Available for Minority-Owned Businesses

helping them rebuild the commer-
cial corridors hit hardest by the
COVID-19 pandemic. They will also
be connected with the NYC Depart-
ment of Small Business Services’
Bronx Business Solutions Center.

The pandemic, and the result-
ing economic downturn, has had a
severe impact on the ability of New
York small businesses to survive
and thrive. This funding opportu-
nity is crucial in MPC’s fight for
Bronx businesses, which have been
repeatedly shut out of other aid op-
portunities made available during
this pandemic. Many Bronx mer-
chants didn’t qualify for available
aid because of citizenship status,
bookkeeping capabilities, employee
numbers or because their needs
weren’t addressed under the eligi-
bility requirements pertaining to
use of funds.

The relief fund grants can be
used for payroll, overhead, rent,
upgrades to technology and infra-
structure, marketing, employee
training and other business ex-
penses. Business owners seeking
to apply for these grants must re-

ceive assistance from a partnering
Community Based Organization
(CBO) in order to submit their ap-
plications. MPC, as a CBO partner,
will help business owners apply for
these grants and will also provide
additional, technical assistance
and training to help them sustain
their businesses.

To be eligible for this grant,
small businesses must be minority
owned, have an annual revenue of less
than $500,000, have fewer than 20 em-
ployees, be formally registered and in
business for at least one year, and be
located in New York City. MPC will be
providing applicants to LISC NYC for
Round 2 of this grant opportunity from
Monday, Oct. 19 at 9 a.m. EST through
Friday, Nov. 6, at 11.59 p.m. EST.

If you are a small business inter-
ested in applying for grant funding,
please contact Daniela Beasley at dbea-
sley@mpcbronx.org.

Daniela Beasley is Manager of Small
Business Support at Mosholu Preserva-
tion Corporation. For more informa-
tion, please follow @mpcbronx on Insta-
gram or head to our website at www.
mpcbronx.org.

COUNT ALL

Hlikids

CUnited States®

ensus
2020

Big or small, the

Census is for us all.
Count all kids and babies!

Children should be included on your 2020 Census form—and
not just children related to you, but any kids living at your address
most of the time. When babies and children are included, the
programs that support them get the funding they need.

Count your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, foster kids,
and the children of any friends or relatives staying with you, even
if it's only temporary. Babies count, too! Even if they're still in the
hospital, as long as they were born by April 1, 2020, make sure the
person completing the Census for your address includes them on
the form.

For more information about the 2020 Census,
visit 2020Census.govV or call 844-330-2020.
#2020Census #CountAllKids



Injured Construction Workers
& All Other Accident Victims

We Fight for the Money You Deserve
Regardless of Your Immigration Status

e Construction & Workplace Accidents ¢ Medical Malpractice

e Car & Truck Accidents ¢ Nursing Home Negligence
¢ Negligent Building Security ¢ Police Brutality

e Slip, Trip & Falls ¢ Civil Rights Violations

e Elevator / Escalator Accidents ¢ Victims of Sexual Abuse

Our GUARANTEE
There is NO FEE Unless We Win

Our firm has recovered over

One Hundred Million Dollars

in verdicts and settlements
for our satisfied clients

FREE COUNSULTATION
Call 24 Hours ¢ 7 days a Week

Some Recent Verdicts & Recoveries for Clients

Construction Accident - $5,000,000 « Truck Accident - $10,000,000
Police Misconduct - $28,000,000 ¢ Elevator Accident -$1,400,000
Car Accident - $1,100,000 « Slip & Fall Accident - $2,650,000

If You Can’t Come to Us...We’ll Come to You

Expenses payable upon conclusion of case. Prior results do not guarantee a similiar outcome

RASKIN & KREMINS, LLP

Over 75 Years Of Combined Personal Injury Law Experience

www.raskrem.com 718-878-4858
160 Broadway (4th Fl.) New York, NY

Bronx Office - by appointment only 21 2'587'3434
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