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BY SÍLE MOLONEY

A week after Woodrow Wilson was 
sworn in as the 28th President of the 
United States, Julia Bizzarri was born 
in the Bronx on Mar. 13, 1913. In a curi-
ous twist of fate, in the same year that 
the now, 107-year-old has astonishingly 
shown COVID-19 who’s boss, Wilson’s 
name is to be removed from Princeton 
University buildings, one of a number of 
moves by age-old institutions to address 
the legacy of racism in the country.

Indeed, Bizzarri has lived through not 
just one civil rights movement, but what 
many are calling a second. Like others  
of her generation, she has also borne wit-
ness to World War I, Women’s Suffrage, 
the Great Depression, World War II, the 
moon landing, the Vietnam War, 9/11, 
the Great Recession of 2008, 27 World Se-
ries wins by her beloved Yankees, and 
now, the coronavirus pandemic.

For the last ten years, Bizzarri has 
been a resident at The St. Patrick’s Home 
Rehabilitation and Health Care Center 
in Van Cortlandt Village, where she con-
tracted the coronavirus in May spend-
ing two weeks in quarantine. She soon 
fought it off, however, not to be outdone 
by fellow centenarian and resident, 105-
year-old Annina Walsh who also beat the 
virus. 

When Norwood News interviewed Bi-

(continued on page 19)
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JULIA BIZZARRI, 107, born and raised in the Bronx and a lifelong Yankees fan, survived COVID-19 after 
contracting the virus in May 2020. 



By Síle Moloney & José A. Giralt
On Apr. 27, 2020, citing concerns over 

the probable spread of the coronavirus, 
the New York State Board of Elections 
announced the cancellation of the State’s 
presidential primary. The Sanders cam-
paign released a statement the same day, 
describing the decision as an “outrage”. 

Bizarrely, the Board chose not to can-
cel the congressional, state and other spe-
cial primary elections which were also 
planned for Jun. 23, even though these 
would have also required people to go 
out, intermingle, and vote.  

Former City Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark Viverito told Norwood News in May 
that the confusion arising from the an-
nounced cancellation did not bode well 
for successful primary elections, with 
many voters believing all elections had 
been cancelled. 

A subsequent court ruling reinstated 
the presidential primary and all elections 
duly went ahead on Jun. 23. The drama 
did not end there, however. After absen-
tee or mail-in ballots were proposed as 
a way to avoid long voting lines, discus-
sions ensued about whether a universal 
mail-in vote was actually legal under the 
State’s constitution, since this option was 
usually reserved for the ill or the other-
wise engaged. 

This point was, apparently, resolved 
and Gov. Andrew Cuomo subsequently 
took an executive decision, and ordered 
the issuance of absentee voting applica-
tions to every eligible New York voter. 

More problems emerged, however, 
when numerous residents reported to 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz that, al-
though they had sent back their applica-
tions, their ballots had not arrived just 
days before the primaries were due to 
take place. 

Dinowitz said that he contacted both 
UPS and the City’s Board of Elections and 
that neither entity reported any delays or 
problems with the issuance of ballots. He 
has since called on the State legislature 
to pass legislation that will mandate the 
future use of ballot tracking technology 
for absentee ballots, as is already the case 
in some other states.

On election day, since in-person voting 
was also still allowed, indicative results 
became available that evening, though 
the final outcomes for all elections will 
not be known until all absentee ballots 
are tallied. According to the City’s Board 
of Elections, this will not happen until, at 
least, one week after the primary date. As 
it stands right now, in the 81st assembly 
district race, Dinowitz himself has, so 
far, secured 59.81 percent of the vote.

In the 16th congressional district, it 
looks like there could be a shake-up. In-
cumbent Congressman Eliot Engel cur-
rently has secured just 35.7 per cent of 
total votes. Meanwhile, new challenger 
Jamaal Bowman stands with 61.6 per-
cent of center tallies. During a hot mic 
moment at a press event on Jun. 2, Engel 
was overheard saying that he wouldn’t 
care about speaking to the crowd in the 
wake of the June 1st riots on Fordham 
Road if elections had not been imminent. 
Some say this comment may have cost 
him his seat. 

Meanwhile, in the hotly contested 
15th congressional district race, City 
Councilman Ritchie Torres leads with 
31.1 percent of the votes so far, followed 
by Assemblyman Michael Blake with 
18.2 percent, City Councilman and favor-
ite to win the race, Ruben Diaz Sr. with 
15 percent, and new challenger, Samelys 
López, with 13.4 percent. 

In the 14th congressional district 
race, incumbent Congresswoman Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez looks set to see off 

a number of challengers and retain her 
seat, winning 72.9 percent of votes so far.  

Meanwhile, State Sen. Alessandra 
Biaggi has won 85.22 percent of votes 
so far in the 34th senatorial district 
primary, while Luis R. Sepulveda has 
notched up 52.87 percent of votes in the 
32nd senatorial district.

In the 78th assembly district, so far, 
José Rivera has won 83.38 percent of the 
vote, while in the 79th assembly district, 
Chantel Jackson is in the lead so far with 
27.14 percent of votes. 

Norwood News caught up with voters 
on election evening outside PS 280 in Nor-
wood and PS 8 on Briggs Avenue in Bed-
ford Park. Manuel Diaz, who voted at PS 
8, made some last minute changes when 
it came to selecting his preferred candi-
date. Speaking in Spanish, he said, “It 
was very exciting for me to vote”. 

The majority of voters cited few to no 
problems with their voting experience. 
Most said that the process was quick, 
easy, and safe, and that mask-wearing 
and social distancing were in order for 
the most part. 

Maisha Smith, who voted at PS 8, said, 
“There was a bit of confusion because I 
did the mail-in ballot, and I thought I had 
to drop it off”. 

However, she said the polling site staff 
told her that she had voided her mail-in 
ballot because she showed up in person, 
and therefore had to vote in person. She 
wanted to simply drop off her mail-in 
ballot in order to avoid standing in line 
with others [and risk infection] but in the 
end, she said she used one of the voting 
machines. 

“There was a bit of a glitch,” she said. 
“They said that I over-voted; I put in 
more votes than I did, and I was like, ‘No 
I didn’t’. I put exactly eight.” 

Smith said she had to do it over in the 
end, adding that usually she votes very 
quickly but that this time, it took a little 
longer than usual. 

Smith said not everyone was wear-
ing masks though most were and when 
it came to social distancing, she acknowl-
edged that the venue was a small space 
but said she felt organizers could have 
made a little bit more effort to try to keep 
people apart.

She said the center did keep every-
one “sort of distanced” for the most part. 
“There were still some areas between 
scanning-in your ballot and actually vot-
ing,” she said. “There was a little bit of a 
cluster.”
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Public and Community Meetings

Photo by José A. Giralt

(L-R) MANuEL AND Sara Diaz take a 
selfie outside of PS 8 on Briggs Avenue 
after voting in the primary elections in 
the Bedford Park section of the Bronx on 
Tuesday, Jun. 23, 2020. 

NYS Primary 
Election: The 

Saga Continues

The next 52nd PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL ZOOM General Council Meeting will be held on 
Thursday, Jul. 9, 2020 at 6:00p.m. Meeting ID is 709 917 6132 followed by the # key. Password is 5n796x. Phone/
Mobile Access Dial: +1 929 205 6099. Same Meeting ID. Password is 418670.

Since the COVID-19 pandemic hit in March, COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committee meetings have been held via 
ZOOM. There will be no meetings held in July or August due to the summer recess. The September meeting 
schedule will be released at the end of August. 
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“Actually, the new normal has been great 
for me. I’m the owner of a boutique in 
Harlem and a liquor brand owner, so for 
me I haven’t had problems, except for 
having to close my doors and not have my 
regular clients come through. But because 
liquor is essential - we all love to drink - 
it’s been a wonderful experience. I thank 
God that I went through it because I’m 
able to give a ministry after and say I went 
through it and this is how I came out of it.”
Louis Johnson, Jr.
Harlem, N.Y.

“Oh, it’s been crazy, it’s been a little up 
and a little down, but the best thing of 
it all is we are still here. The new normal 
came a little fast with stores opening up 
and more people out. In a way, yes, they 
opened too soon, but we can’t stop what 
the system is saying. I hope the Yankees 
play again, because that’s my team. I think 
slowly, eventually, they will come back. I 
hope they do because I love watching the 
games.”
Delphine Sanders
Norwood

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

For this edition, after four months cooped up at home, we asked readers how 
they’ve been coping throughout the coronavirus pandemic, and how they are 
adapting to the “new normal” as we enter Phase III of the reopening plan. 

“It’s been kind of crazy, I don’t like it, 
I don’t really believe this is real. I’m a 
(President) Trump supporter. I don’t 
support everything he does but he’s 
a good president - better choice than 
crooked Hillary [Clinton], or senile Joe 
[Biden]. This virus is just a means to 
control. I’m not saying the virus is not real, 
but it’s not killing people like they say it is. 
I don’t believe the mainstream media, the 
MSNBC. It’s a lot of BS. I think they should 
stop censoring people on YouTube and 
let people provide information, and let the 
public decide for themselves.”
Jessie Solomon
Fordham

“Life is hard, and I think it’s going to get 
worse. Having a trache in the age of the 
coronavirus - it’s very hard. For me, it’s 
been a day-to-day struggle not being 
able to go shopping because everything 
is closed, and it’s hard to breathe. As for 
Yankee games, I see them playing games 
without the fans.”
John Hand
Norwood

“Since I’m in a wheelchair for two years 
now and get few visits from family and 
friends, it seems like everyone is catching 
up to my level of isolation. The quarantine 
of all the nursing homes has prevented me 
from seeing my 89-year-old mother, and 
a half a dozen friends since mid-March. 
A book and internet reading program that 
I was planning to work for closed down 
permanently last month. I’m doing okay 
fi nancially but even a short illness will 
knock me out fi nancially.”
Glen Leahey
Van Cortlandt Village
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Learn more at www.lifehappens.org.

Protect the Ones You Love

Hugo A. Puya
Licensed Agent
Senior Benefi ts Advisor
New York Life Insurance Company (NY, NY)
520 Broad Hollow Road
Melville, New York 11708
1-917-886-5945
hpuya@ft.newyorklife.com
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WE ARE NOW OPEN!!
PLEASE CALL FIRST FOR AN APPOINTMENT

WE ALSO NOW EXCEPT MEDICARE/
MEDICAID AND UNITED HEALHCARE.

MOSHOLU OPTICAL  
IS MOVING!  

Our new home will be 
1 East Gun Hill Road, 

Starting January 1, 2019   

Moving from  
3490 Jerome Avenue 

CALL US AT  
(718) 654-5860  

1 EAST GUN HILL ROAD
718-654-5860

Medi-Spa

Grand Opening

FOR MEN AND WOMEN

$11 per unit

Buy two areas and get a third area FREE!Buy two areas and get a third area FREE!

Ultra XC Fillers
For lips and nasolabial folds at a GREAT PRICE!

Call for Free Consultation
917-456-6086

Ailin Specialist

MS, FNP, BC
aotero2022@gmail.com

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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NEWS
BRIEFS

Occupy City Hall: Protestors Change Tack 
By David Greene 

 A growing “Occupy City Hall” move-
ment has gathered momentum after a 
month of almost daily Black Lives Matter 
protests throughout New York City and 
the world following the death of George 
Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police 
on Mar. 25, 2020. 

Despite a series of recently passed State 
and City legislation addressing police re-
form, including the banning of chokeholds 
and the disclosure of police misconduct 
records, and further federal legislation in 
the pipeline, several hundred protestors 
have been camping outside City Hall in 
lower Manhattan in recent weeks, while 
inside officials worked on re-adjusting the 
NYPD’s $6 billion budget. 

Protesters are calling for, at least, 
$1 billion of the budget to be diverted to 
social services like affordable housing, 
healthcare and education. A similar ap-
proach was taken during the “Occupy 
Wall Street” protests from September un-
til November 2011, with protesters at that 
time refusing to leave Zuccotti Park, and 
calling out the reckless behavior of the Fi-
nancial Services sector which lead to the 

2008 recession. Police physically removed 
the Occupy Wall Street protesters from 
the park on November 11, 2011. On Jun. 
29, The New York Times reported that the 
City Council would vote on Jun. 30, on a 
newly agreed budget which would cut the 
NYPD budget by the proposed $1 billion. 
According to the report, and three council 

members familiar with the revised bud-
get, among other measures, this would 
involve cancelling the planned hiring of 
1,163 police officers. In addition, school 
safety officers, who currently fall under 
the remit of the NYPD would fall under 
the Department of Education, going for-
ward. The vote passed.

Photo courtesy of Walter Pofeldt

SEvERal HundREd PROTESTERS camp out in City Hall Park in lower Manhattan 
on Thursday, Jun. 25, 2020. They are calling for the defunding of the NYPD. 

Clean-Up at 205th
Street Subway

An extensive, industrial-
style, subway clean-up is un-
derway at Norwood’s 205th 
Street subway station. A pro-
fessional team of about ten 
cleaners, suited in protective 
equipment and masks, began 
a major clean-up of the station 
on Jun. 29, and will later move 
to other stations. The work-
ers were seen getting into all 
the nooks and crannies in the 
ceiling and along the walls 
and stairs using a power spray 
and various chemical agents. 
“Just trying to keep everyone 
safe,” one worker said.

Three-Year-Old Hit
With Fireworks 

CBS News reported that on 
Wednesday, Jun 24. at around 
12.30 a.m., a three-year-old 
boy was hit by fireworks while 
watching with his siblings from 
the window of a sixth-floor 
building on Anderson Avenue 
in Highbridge. The child suf-
fered burns to his arm and was 
brought to hospital where he re-
ceived five stitches. The FDNY 
has warned that amateur use 
of fireworks can lead to seri-
ous injury and even death, and 
that half of all injuries from 
fireworks involve children of 
14 years of age and younger. 
Possessing, using or exploding 
fireworks is a criminal misde-
meanor in New York City. 

NYPL Virtual
Summer Camp 

The New York Public Li-
brary six-week, virtual sum-
mer camp program kicked off 
on Jun. 29 and will continue 
until Aug. 7. Every week, kids 
and students of all ages, and 
their families, can find fun, 
hands-on activities that pro-
mote learning, reading, and 
creativity, all of which can 
be done from home. Activi-
ties will be posted five days a 
week and will also be acces-
sible on weekends. 

The link to the website 
is nypl.org/summerreading.

NYPD Counter-Protest
in Morris Park 

A counter-protest in 
support of the NYPD was 
held in Loreto Park in the 
Morris Park section of the 
Bronx on Jun. 30. A flyer 
on social media advertis-
ing the event read that 
the event was a rally in 
support of the women and 
men of law enforcement 
who continue to honor the 
badge and keep their oath 
to protect. About 200 pro-
NYPD protestors showed 
up, as did about 25 anti-
police protestors. One pro-
testor was punched in the 
head but didn’t see who did 
it.

Failing “Open
Streets” Policy 

A Norwood resident 
has complained that des-
ignated “safe street” ar-
eas under the City’s Open 
Streets initiative are not 
being adequately cornered 
off, and that barriers are 
frequently knocked over 
or in a poor state of repair 
with weeds growing out of 
them. She cited Holt Place 
as an example. The resi-
dent contacted Council-

man Andrew Cohen’s of-
fice, the 52nd precinct, and 
the City Parks’ department 
to ask that the street barri-
ers be placed every morn-
ing and throughout the 
day, saying she has seen 
police passing collapsed 
barriers without putting 
them back. She called for 
the wooden barriers to be 
replaced with metal ones, 
as seen in other City dis-
tricts, but was told that 
was not NYPD policy, and 
that wooden barriers had 
to be used. 

Poe Park
Greenmarket Opens 
Poe Park Greenmar-

ket opened for the sum-
mer season on Tuesday, 
Jun. 30, with Emil Alum-
mootil, the market man-
ager, saying, “It will be 
a great opportunity for 
community members to 
shop for the freshest, lo-
cally grown produce in 
their own neighborhood”. 
Community members can 
use SNAP/EBT benefits at 
the market, including the 
new P-EBT program. For 
every $5 spent using an 
EBT card, the person will 

receive an extra $2 Health 
Bucks coupon to spend 
on more fruits and veg-
etables. Greenmarkets fall 
under the GrowNYC ini-
tiative which aims to im-
prove the City’s quality of 
life through environmen-
tal programs that trans-
form communities block 
by block. 

HUD Awards $40.8 million 
For Fair Housing 

On Jun. 30, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) 
awarded $40.8 million to 
support dozens of fair hous-
ing organizations working 
to help end housing dis-
crimination. These funds 
are provided through the 
Department’s Fair Hous-
ing Initiatives Program 
(FHIP) both to help people 
who believe they have been 
victims of housing discrim-
ination, and to educate 
housing providers about 
fair housing laws. Persons 
who believe they may have 
experienced discrimina-
tion may file a complaint 
by contacting HUD’s Of-
fice of Fair Housing and 
Equal Opportunity at (800) 

669-9777 (voice) or (800) 927-
9275 (TTY).

CUNY Layoffs begin, 
despite $132m

Federal Stimulus
CUNY is pre-emptively 

cutting adjunct faculty 
despite getting $132 mil-
lion in CARES Act money, 
with 422 CUNY adjuncts 
also set to lose their 
health insurance because 
of layoffs or lost course 
assignments, four times 
as many as in a normal 
year. The CARES Act re-
quires colleges receiving 
a COVID-19 stimulus to 
make every effort to keep 
employees on payroll. Al-
most 20 percent of the ad-
juncts who get health in-
surance through CUNY 
are affected, which means 
the total number of layoffs 
starting on Jun. 30 could 
be in the thousands, lead-
ing to significantly re-
duced course offerings for 
CUNY students. The ad-
juncts’ union has offered 
proposals to protect ad-
juncts’ health insurance, 
but said CUNY manage-
ment has not engaged seri-
ously with the proposals. 
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Stop Work Orders Issued at 2 of 4 New Norwood Projects

TRANSPORTATION

KJ TRANSPORTATION C SERVICE INC.

Email: Kjtransportation254@gmail.com

WE ACCECT ALL MEDICAL INSURANCE

KJ Transportation Services Inc offers

FREE MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION
to and from your appointments. We have over 150 clean, 

reliable and ontime TLC vehicles. KJ has been providing Car 
Service to the Norwood Community as well as the 5 boroughs 

for many years. We are located in the Bronx with a 24-hour 
Bilingual Staff & Open 7 days a week.

MEDICAL TRANSPORT

AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION CORPORATE HOURLY TRANSPORTATION

CRIME FILE BY SÍLE MOLONEY

17-Year-Old Shot, Dies 

On Jun. 28, 2020, around 
midnight, police responded to a 
911 call of a man shot in front of 
1735 Davidson Avenue, in Mor-
ris Heights. Upon arrival, offi-
cers observed a 17-year-old male 
with a gunshot wound to the 
neck. EMS responded to the lo-
cation and transported the vic-
tim to Saint Barnabas Hospital, 
where he was pronounced de-
ceased. There are no arrests and 
the investigation remains ongo-
ing. The deceased has been iden-
tified as Brandon Hendricks of 
Park Avenue, Bronx. 

18-Year-Old Woman Shot in 

Face and Hospitalized

The NYPD confirm that an 
18-year-old female was shot once 
in the face at 4:35 a.m. on Jun. 26, 
2020 in front of 2591 Briggs Ave-
nue in the Fordham Manor area 
of the Bronx. The bullet from a 
firearm grazed her left cheek. 
The woman was watching fire-
works in front of the location at 
the time of the incident. There 

is currently no perpetrator de-
scription at this time. The vic-
tim was removed to Saint Barn-
abas Hospital by EMS. She is not 
likely to die and is in a stable 
condition. Two shell casings 
were recovered from the area, 
and the investigation is ongo-
ing.

21-Year-Old Stabbed, Died

On Jun. 26, 2020 at around 
8:00 p.m., police responded to 
a 911 call of an assault-in-prog-
ress, coupled with a motor vehi-
cle collision at the intersection 
of Fairmount Place and Crotona 
Avenue, in the Crotona section 
of the Bronx. Upon arrival, of-
ficers observed a 21-year-old 
man with a stab wound to the 
chest. EMS responded to the 
location and transported the 
victim to Saint Barnabas Hos-
pital where he was pronounced 
deceased. There are no arrests 
and the investigation remains 
ongoing. The deceased has 
been identified as Jeremiah 
Russel-Hamilton of Lafontaine 

Avenue, Bronx. 

17 Officers Charged,

following Layleen Polanco

Death Investigation  

On Jun. 26, 2020, Mayor Bill 
de Blasio announced that 17 
uniformed Department of Cor-
rection staff will be charged for 
their conduct surrounding the 
death of 27-year-old, Layleen 
Polanco, at Rikers Island in 
June 2019. This comes as Bronx 
District Attorney Darcel Clark 
filed no charges following a 
six-month investigation by her 
office into the circumstances 
surrounding Polanco’s death. 
Polanco was arrested for alleg-
edly assaulting a cab driver and 
for possession of a controlled 
substance, and was being held 
at Rikers Island on a $500 bail. 
She died on Jun. 7, 2019 follow-
ing an epileptic seizure, ac-
cording to a medical examiner. 
She had been placed in solitary 
confinement at the time of her 
death. Her family and other ad-
vocates are calling for an end to 

solitary confinement.

 Suspect in Morning At-

tempted Rape Arrested

Police confirm that pur-
suant to an ongoing inves-
tigation, Michael Rosa, 25, 
of Melrose, the Bronx was 
arrested and charged with 
attempted rape, strangula-
tion, and other charges fol-
lowing an incident on Jun. 
26, at around 8:00 a.m. at 
3345 Reservoir Oval West, 
in Norwood. A 27-year-old 
female victim was enter-
ing the residential build-
ing when Rosa allegedly 
grabbed her and pulled her 
into the lobby. He then, al-
legedly, threw her to the 
floor, punched her repeat-
edly in the face, and tried 
to remove her clothing. The 
victim screamed and fought 
off the attack, sustaining 
multiple bruises to the face 
and arms. She was removed 
to an area hospital in a sta-
ble condition.

26 Alleged Trinitarios In-

dicted for Multiple Stabbings 

On Jun. 25, 2020, 26 al-
leged Trinitario gang mem-
bers, who are current or for-
mer Rikers Island inmates, 
were indicted for multiple 
stabbings, and other acts of 
violence in jail. The defen-
dants allegedly carried out 
a total of 14 violent acts in 
the jail between Sep. 2015 
and Jul. 2019. Half of those 
incidents were against ri-
val gang members, and half 
against fellow Trinitarios 
who allegedly broke gang 
rules and were not in good 
standing with other gang 
members. Out of the 14 in-
cidents, 12 were slashings 
and stabbings. Some victims 
suffered deep lacerations, 
and one lost a vast amount 
of blood. The defendants al-
legedly conspired through 
various forms of commu-
nication, including phone 
calls and letters, and by us-
ing coded language.
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St. Patrick’s Home  
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center 

“Where it all began” 

 Short-Term Rehabilitation and  
 Long-Term Care 
 Physical, Occupational & Speech 

Therapy 
 Daily Mass in our Chapel  
 Restorative Nursing  
 Wound Care 
 Therapeutic Recreation 
 Memory Program  
 Palliative Care  
 Pastoral Care 
 Psychological Services  
 Gift Shop & Coffee Shop  
 And many other services... 

                 Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929  

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463 

Tel: 718-519-2800 
Fax: 718-304-1817 

www.stpatrickshome.org 
  

 FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME 

By Auréole Ribes 
The word of the day an-

nounced over Zoom chat at 
the most recent Bronx Toast-
masters Club of Riverdale, 
was “polyvalent” which 
means “having different func-
tions, forms or facets”. There 
is hardly a better word to de-
scribe the club.

Toastmasters Interna-
tional is a non-profit, edu-
cational organization that 
teaches public speaking and 
leadership skills through a 
worldwide network of clubs. 
Bronx Toastmasters Club of 
Riverdale is one of them. 

While each toastmasters 
club differs in style, the meet-
ing format remains broadly 
the same. A few of the mem-
bers present speeches that 
have been prepared in ad-
vance, while others are as-
signed the role of evaluating 
their colleagues’ speeches by 
providing constructive feed-
back. 

Then, there are other mem-
bers who participate in what’s 

called the “Table Topics” sec-
tion of the meeting. The aim of 
this section of the meeting is to 
help members think on their 
feet by developing impromptu 
speaking skills. This is done 
by assigning particular top-
ics to random club members 
on which they must speak for 
about two minutes, without 
having any prior knowledge 
of what the topic will be.

At each meeting, one mem-
ber acts as grammarian, 
tracking any grammatical er-
rors which are highlighted at 
the end of each meeting, and 
another member times the 
various speakers and evalua-
tors.

During the last meeting, 
one member gave a speech 
about her brother who, when 
he listens to James Brown’s 
music, dances too hard and 
ends up splitting his pants in 
half. Another member spoke 
about the complicated dichot-
omy of protocol and diplo-
macy.

As the meeting was vir-

tual, after each person spoke, 
members shook their hands 
in front of their cameras in 
applause. Indeed, throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
club has persevered, uplifting 
and informing its members in 
the process.

In fact, Adam Cole, the 
club’s new president, is pleas-
antly surprised by the positive 
effect Zoom has had on regular 
meetings. “We’ve been able to 
attend meetings in other parts 
of the country and other parts 
of the world,” he said. 

Dunstanette Macauley af-
firms this, saying she’s at-
tended meetings hosted by 
clubs in New Zealand, Scot-
land, Jacksonville, Los An-
geles, Haiti and Jamaica. 
Similarly, toastmasters from 
other clubs around the world 
have joined the Riverdale club 
meetings via Zoom also.

Though the members love 
Toastmasters, they say it is 
nerve wracking to learn how 
to give speeches because it 
requires being vulnerable in 

front of a group of strangers. 
Cole said after first hearing 
about Toastmasters, he waited 
for a while before trying it. “It 
took me a couple of years to 
build up the courage to actu-
ally contact the club, then go 
to a meeting,” he said.

Another club member, Ali-
cia Wyatt, said she struggled 
with speaking up during meet-
ings at her workplace. “I’m 
Jamaican,” she said. “You’re 
often taught as a child not to 
speak until spoken to. Because 
no one directly spoke to me [at 
work], I didn’t speak up.” Wy-
att said she joined Toastmas-
ters after her first meeting 
when she attended as a guest 
and has been a member for 
three years now.

 Everyone’s first speech 
at Toastmasters is called an 
icebreaker, a speech in which 
members share something 
unique about themselves, as 
opposed to showcasing their 
knowledge. Wyatt laughed as 
she recalled her icebreaker, 
which she described as an anx-

iety-inducing experience.
 While advanced speakers 

learn to speak in public with-
out too many notes, Wyatt said, 
for her icebreaker, she simply 
read an essay aloud verbatim. 
“I not only held it in my hand, 
but you could see the paper 
moving as I was reading it be-
cause I was nervous,” she said. 
“I was trembling.” Since then, 
Wyatt said that the meetings 
have helped her both at work, 
and in her interpersonal rela-
tionships with her two daugh-
ters. “I have these really good, 
thoughtful conversations with 
them and it’s because of Toast-
masters,” she said.

The next meeting of 
Bronx Toastmasters Club 
of Riverdale will be held via 
Zoom Video Conferencing on 
Wednesday Jul. 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time. Guests are en-
couraged to join, but are asked 
to RSVP to BronxToastmas-
tersClub@gmail.com before-
hand. For more information 
about the club, visit their site.

Bronx Toastmasters Club of Riverdale: The Art of Communication  
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Medicaid transport to
Dialysis
Physical Therapy
Cancer treatments
Elderly Services
Ophthamology

Drug Rehabilitation
OPWDD Services
Mental Health Treatment
Hospital Discharges
Orthopedic Rehabilitation

Medicaid recipients
should request GCC Transportation as their
preferred transportation provider at
www.medanswering.com

GCCTransportation.org

(718) 841-0059

GCCTransportation.org
(718) 841-0059

www.medanswering.com
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By José A. Giralt &
Síle Moloney

Over the past few 
months, most New York-
ers have focused their 
attention on the public 
health aspects of the 
coronavirus. Now that 
all indicators show a 
downward trend, and 
the spread of the virus 
is relatively controlled, 
elected officials and 
community leaders are 
facing hard decisions on 
budgets for public ser-
vices.

From Albany to City 
Hall to all 59 City com-
munity boards, officials 
are being asked to slash 
previously agreed bud-
gets due to reduced rev-
enue sources like sales 
taxes. Locally, Bronx 
Community Board 7 
(CB7) is assessing what 
adjustments may need to 
be made to its budget.   

In May, at the Board’s 
Budget, Personnel and 

Ethics Committee meet-
ing, officials from the 
City planning depart-
ment (DCP) forewarned 
members to prepare 
for significant budget 
changes, since the City 
was and still is experi-
encing a major drop in 
revenue. 

At that point, DCP 
was still inviting input 
from community boards 
to determine where cuts 
could be made with the 
least amount of disrup-
tion. Jorge Hernandez, 
a program manager at 
DCP said, “Community 
boards help influence 
and drive the City’s bud-
get and a community’s 
input is a key compo-
nent”.

For the 2020 Fiscal 
Year, community boards 
across the City received a 
$42,500 increase to their 
annual budgets, thanks 
to efforts led by Council-
man Fernando Cabrera. 

This increase was added 
to the baseline budget of 
$288,000 that all commu-
nity boards receive. Out 
of the larger amount, 
boards are expected to 
pay employee salaries, 
rent, and daily opera-
tional expenses. The in-
crease was to be used 
for non-salary expenses 
such as events and equip-
ment.

Indeed, Bronx CB7 
had been looking into up-
grading some of the tech-
nology it uses to connect 
with the community, like 
new laptops and iPads. 
District Manager Ischia 
Bravo acknowledged 
that this may no longer 
be possible. “The iPads, 
that’s wishful thinking,” 
she said. “I don’t know 
if that’s going to happen 
because we’re still wait-
ing for the government 
rep to respond to us.”  

This appeared to sug-
gest that there might be 

a potential reversal of 
the recent $42,500 budget 
increase. Norwood News 
reached out to Bronx 
CB7 since the May com-
mittee meeting to ask 
if the board had yet de-
cided where cuts might 
be likely. Bravo replied, 
“It is safe to say we will 
have further discus-
sions in September”. The 
board held its last board 
meeting at the end of 
June and is now on sum-
mer recess until Septem-
ber.

Meanwhile, at the 
City level, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio projected that the 
City would lose $9 billion 
in tax revenue over the 
next two years as a result 
of the shutdown. He had 
already scaled back the 
City’s February budget 
projection of $95 billion 
to $89 billion in April. 
It was subsequently re-
duced to $87 billion, and 
the mayor had been look-
ing at more ways to pare 
it down by another $1 bil-

lion, with talks of 22,000 
possible employee fur-
loughs and layoffs. 

Finally, on Jun. 29, 
the mayor announced 
the final budget would 
amount to $88.1 billion, 
including projected la-
bor savings of $1 billion. 
He said he would work 
with the City’s labor 
unions on ways to arrive 
at those savings.

Finally, on Jun. 30, 
the mayor announced 
the City had already 
asked for a federal stim-
ulus in order to meet the 
budget deficit, as well as 
a loan from Albany but 
that neither were forth-
coming. He said the City 
would continue to push 
for both but that if, by 
October, they were still 
not forthcoming, layoffs 
would be inevitable.  

In terms of budget 
priorities, it was an-
nounced that the NYC 
Care program, covering 
healthcare would be ex-
panded along with the 

food security program. 
Youth summer program-
ming will receive an in-
vestment of $115 million, 
and another $116 million 
will go to education. So-
cial and family services 
will receive $134 million 
in the communities hit 
hardest by the coronavi-
rus. 

Following calls from 
Black Lives Matter pro-
testors and supporters 
to defund the police, $1 
billion will be shifted 
from the NYPD budget 
by canceling recruit-
ment programs (an es-
timated 1,163 police of-
ficers), reassigning staff 
from administrative to 
patrolling duties, ced-
ing certain functions to 
other agencies, and re-
ducing overtime. This 
fell short of what protes-
tors had been calling for 
but the budget was ap-
proved nonetheless when 
voted on by the City 
Council on the evening 

Bronx CB7 Prepares for Budget Cuts

(continued on page 19)
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ARE YOU A U.S. VETERAN? 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM 
CLINICAL DEPRESSION? 

You may be eligible to 
participate in a research 

study at the James J. Peters 
VA Medical Center that 

aims to better understand 
brain function in health 

and depression. 

You will be 
reimbursed for 
your time, up to 

$450 

FOR MORE INFO 
CALL DANIEL @  
(718) 584-9000

EXT. 3635 

6th floor, Room # 6A-44, MIRECC Office, 130 W Kingsbridge Rd, Bronx NY 10468 

     PI: Dr. Erin Hazlett   MIRB#: 01708 

This study involves: 
interviews, questionnaires, 
psychophysiological tests, 

and an MRI brain scan. 
This is an observational study, not a 

treatment study. There may be no direct 
benefit to you. You may receive benefit from 

clinical evaluation and lab results. 

SERVICE TIMES

SUNDAY:
8:30am Morning Service
10:00am Morning Service
11:30am Morning Service
4:00pm Afternoon Service

SUNDAY NIGHT:
7:00pm Evening Service

TUESDAY:
12:00pm Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:
7:30pm Prayer Meeting

FRIDAY NIGHT:
8:00pm Family Night
(Groups for all ages)
11:00pm Prayer Meeting

...plus special services for high 
holy days — and other celebra-
tions.

MANY KINDS OF GROUPS AND
MINISTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

MINISTRIES

VAN NEST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462
Corner of Holland

2 blocks from White Plains Road

WHERE WILL YOU BE ON SUNDAY…AND OTHER WORSHIP DAYS?

WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY!

A multi-cultural, multi-generational evangelistic church with fi ve services every Sunday, 
and various ministry programs and activities throughout the week. Several churches have been 

planted in the Bronx from Van Nest, including the African Assemblies of God Fellowship, which is 
now a network of African AG churches throughout the USA.

www.vannestassembly.org

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

Van Nest Assembly of God is a body of Believers empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to worship God in Spirit and Truth, to walk in the 
light of the Word of God in all aspects of life, and to be witnesses of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, through word and deed, to the 
ends of the earth.

The Holy Spirit has clearly shown us that we are called to be a church led not by a program or a personality, but by the presence of 
the Lord. This is really why God’s hand of blessing and increase has been upon us all these years. As we look to the future, we know 
that His presence will lead us in a continuous increase of souls and expansion of facilities; for our true desire is to glorify Jesus Christ.

By Síle Moloney
Phase III of the City’s reopening 

plan is set to commence on Monday, 
Jul. 6, incorporating indoor din-
ing, and personal care services like 
manicuring and tattooing. In June, 
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
nine major bus lane projects in 
preparation for reopening, includ-
ing one major bus project along the 
149th Street corridor in the Bronx.

The projects aim to increase bus 
speeds, safety and reliability, and 
address concerns over the growth in 
vehicular traffic, potentially caused 
by people choosing to drive rather 
than use public transport due to 
COVID-19 concerns.

After successful pilot bus pro-
grams were implemented in other 
parts of the City, a new bus lane 
serving critical transit connections 
along 149th Street in the Bronx is 
now planned.  

“As New Yorkers head back to 
work, they’ll be relying on the bus 
more than ever, and I’m proud to 
offer them faster and more reliable 
options,” said de Blasio earlier this 
month at the launch of the project.

The 149th Street corridor incorpo-
rates four bus routes, the Bx2, Bx4, 
Bx17 and Bx19, catering to 55,000 
daily riders. These bus routes serve 
vital connections to ten subway 
lines 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, A, B, C and D, as 
well as to The Hub, Lincoln Medical 
Center and Hostos Community Col-
lege.

As part of the East 149th Street 
project, which began in early June, 
DOT will implement offset bus lanes 
for most of the 2.7-mile corridor 
from Southern Boulevard to River 
Avenue. 

An offset bus lane is a travel lane 
for buses one lane away from the 
curb. This makes parking or stand-
ing at the curb still possible. Double 
parking, or stopping of any kind, is 
not permitted in an offset bus lane. 
Meanwhile, a curbside bus lane is 
a travel lane for buses at the curb. 
Parking and standing at the curb 
are not permitted during the hours 
the bus lane is in effect.

The key issues which emerged 
following analysis of the bus routes 
were slow bus speeds, high traffic 
volumes between Exterior Street 
and Grand Concourse, double park-
ing, weaving and merging of traffic.

In terms of current bus speeds 
within the Bronx Community Board 

4 district, buses on East 149th Street 
move at walking speed or slower 
with eastbound traffic moving at an 
average speed of 3.3 miles per hour 
from Exterior Street to Grand Con-
course between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m., and westbound traffic travel-
ing at an average speed of 2.9 miles 
per hour from Grand Concourse to 
Gerard Avenue between 6:00 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. It is this bottleneck that 
causes back-ups across the entire 
route.

 Other factors identified were that 
each traffic direction has two travel 
lanes and one parking lane so buses 
tend to get stuck in heavy traffic at 
all times of the day, causing delays 
and resulting in two to three buses 
arriving at the same time. This was 
also hampering the flow of emer-
gency response vehicles.

Among the measures undertaken 
as part of the overall bus project, in 
addition to the new bus lane, will 
be the widening of certain streets 
along the route. 

DOT Commissioner Polly Trot-
tenberg said, “As New York City 
emerges from the difficult days 
of COVID-19, our commitment to 
faster and more reliable bus service 
has never been more important, as 
buses serve a critical role, both in 
communities hit hard from the pan-
demic, and by essential front-line 
workers”. 

She added, “We are proud to un-
dertake transformational work on 
some of the busiest bus corridors in 
the city, including 149th Street in 
the Bronx. We look forward to work-
ing with our partners at the MTA to 
get these transformational changes 
finished this year.”

 With most of the bus projects 
slated for other City boroughs, Nor-
wood News asked the mayor’s office 
for a comment, given that the Bronx 
is one of the least-connected bor-
oughs especially when it comes to 
east-west subway connectivity.

A representative from the May-
or’s office said the 149th Street bus 
project is a major step in making the 
Bronx better connected.

He added that the mayor hopes 
to expand the program even further 
soon, and that even though it’s just 
one project, the 2.7-mile stretch that 
is being added in the Bronx repre-
sents more mileage than what’s be-
ing added in Brooklyn or Manhat-
tan.

East 149th Street Bus Project
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Where Learning and Fun Meet ! 
M&M has cultivated a safe and nurturing environment 
regardless of TIME. Our environment is conducive to 
the needs of each individual child to ensure competent 
development of their executive skills. 

SERVICE
HOUR

M&M 24Hr Daycare @ mmdaycare24hr

Licensed by NYC DOHMH  All staff are CPR & First Aid Certified

718-924-6531 I mmdaycarebx@gmail.com

Bronx NY, Yankee Stadium Area

By Síle Moloney 
Following a historic week of 

legislative reform aimed at ad-
dressing racial injustice and in-
equality at both City and State 
level, a group of about 50 local 
residents gathered peacefully 
at Williamsbridge Oval Park in 
Norwood on Friday Jun. 19 for 
a kid-friendly Juneteenth cele-
bration in support of the Black 
Lives Matter movement.

 Norwood Neighbors for 
Racial Justice and allies is an 
unofficial, local group recently 
formed and spearheaded by 
four local, multiracial women, 
Miriam Neptune, Jatnna 
Ramirez, Carissa Smith and 
Pam Sporn.

In addition to organizing 
the Juneteenth event, the first 
of its kind in Norwood, the 
group also penned an open let-
ter dated Jun. 26 to New York 
City Mayor Bill de Blasio, City 
Council Speaker Corey John-
son, and local Councilman 
Andrew Cohen to make three 

demands with regard to the 
NYPD budget. 

The letter calls for the de-
funding of the NYPD by at least 
$1 billion, more transparency, 

in general, when it comes to an-
nual NYPD budget planning, 
and the blocking of any new 
police-related initiatives in re-
lation to the 2021 budget.

During the Juneteenth 
event, each of the four women 
took turns to address the 
crowd, while about twenty 
kids, together with adults of all 

races, colored in large lettering 
along the pavement at the west 
entrance of the park to spell 
out the words, “Black Lives 
Matter”. A sign-up sheet was 
also available for anyone who 
wanted to take a more active 
role in the group by writing to 
legislators and calling for fur-
ther reform.

 Ramirez, whose family is 
from the Dominican Republic, 
attended the event with her 
daughter and said the group 
wanted to come together to cel-
ebrate Juneteenth but also to 
demand that justice be served 
in the community, and to hear 
from community members.

 Overall, she considered 
the event a success. “I’m really 
happy that people came out,” 
she said. “It’s important for or-
ganizing to happen at the local 
community level, really grass-
roots where people can see a 
presence, when people can see 
that it’s not only happening 

Norwood Neighbors Against Racism Call to Defund the Police

(continued on next page)

Photo by Síle Moloney

JATNNA RAMIREZ SPEAKS during a Black Lives Matter event at Williamsburg Oval Park in the Nor-
wood section of the Bronx, to coincide with the celebration of Juneteenth on Jun. 19, 2020. Ramirez is 
one of four local women who organized the event. 
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WEBSTER CAFE & DINER

CARRYOUT - DINE IN - DELIVERY

15OFF
% WITH THIS

COUPON

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

VALID IN STORE ONLY

PANCAKES, WAFFLES, FRENCH TOAST,
BURGERS, WRAPS, SALADS, TACOS & MORE

$7499

$14999

$42500

$8599

downtown, but it’s happening here in 
the Bronx, in this community that is 
mostly Black and brown people, mostly 
working class people. I think it’s a beau-
tiful day.”

 Ramirez said it was also nice to cre-
ate a community space for kids to raise 
their voices and for them to understand 
and conceptualize what’s happening 
around them, and participate in this 
moment in history. “Some of it may get 
lost with all the chalk and the painting,” 
she said when asked if she thought they 
were fully taking it all in.

 “Some of them I saw were writing 
actual names, so not just coloring in the 
letters but also writing names of peo-
ple who have been killed by the police. 
I think that’s also another reason why 
it’s important.” Because of the police re-
sponse to protests, Ramirez said a lot of 
events had become unsafe. She said that 
in her opinion this was mostly because 
of the way the police reacted, and was 
not necessarily the fault of protestors.

 Earlier that week, statewide virtual 
hearings commenced to investigate in-
teractions between police and protestors 
at recent Black Lives Matter rallies.

 For its part, the NYPD said the 
agency took swift action in acknowledg-
ing where there had been inappropriate 
conduct by officers in the handling of 
some protests, but they also said that in 
some cases, they had been attacked and 
provoked, and that some videos circu-
lating on social media only told half the 
story.

 They also said there was evidence that 
some protests had been infiltrated by riot-
ers from out of state who had sought and 
planned to wreak havoc and cause trouble, 
and it was this intelligence that, in some 
cases, determined their approach to polic-
ing the protests, including the wearing of 
riot gear.

 At various points during the June-
teenth celebration, Ramirez led the “Black 
Lives Matter” chant and encouraged those 
present to also take the mic and share with 
the crowd why they were in attendance.

 “So many times, we are crying because 
Black lives are dying,” Ramirez said, ad-
dressing the crowd. “We wanted to cele-
brate Black life, celebrate Black resilience, 
plus Black Power, Black beauty, Black 
unity, Black community, Black culture - 
to say that Black is beautiful, and that we 
appreciate every single Black life that we 
have in our lives, and in our world.”

Norwood News has reached out to the 
mayor, the city council speaker and the 
councilman for comment regarding the 
demands outlined in the Jun. 26 letter.

Cohen is supportive of a review of the 
NYPD budget. “As we weigh difficult cuts 
to nearly every city agency, the NYPD 
must be expected to take on an equitable 
share of cuts,” he said in a June 16th state-
ment. “This means working aggressively 
to substantially cut spending by shifting 
responsibilities away from the NYPD, 
reining in excessive overtime pay, and 
identifying savings wherever possible. It 
requires moving away from the current 
concept of policing and shrinking the role 
of the NYPD by redistributing responsibil-
ities that they are neither the appropriate 
agency nor the best equipped to handle.”

The City Council voted in favor of the 
new budget on Jun. 30, and will cut the 
NYPD budget by $1 billion, but protestors 
say this is not a true cut but merely creative 
accounting. According to sources familiar 
with the new plan, for which no documents 
are yet available, this will involve cancel-
ing the planned hiring of 1,163 police of-
ficers. In addition, school safety officers, 
who currently fall under the remit of the 
NYPD will be transferred to the Education 
department’s budget, going forward.

Ramirez said the community doesn’t 
need more police. “We don’t need more 
cops in our schools. We don’t need the 
cops over policing our communities,” 
she said, adding that way before the kill-
ing of George Floyd, Black and brown 
communities were in crisis and that 
what was needed was quality health 
care, among other things. “We want 
more schools. We want more counsel-
ors. We want more parks. We want clean 
air.”

(continued from previous page)
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By JOSÉ A. GIRALT

The following article is a 
two-part feature story on the 
Black Lives Matter protests. 

Part I 
The following stories are all too 

familiar in the Bronx.
On a summer afternoon in 

July 2016, a man saw a tense 
situation unfolding between 
NYPD officers and three people 
at Morris Houses in Claremont 
Village. One woman was cuffed, 
and the arguing escalated. The 

man thought he could help dif-
fuse the situation, but in an in-
stant, he was thrown against 
a gate by an officer who later 
defended his action by saying 
he felt the sergeant at the scene 
needed to be protected. 

The peacemaker that day 

was Black, and a State law-
maker, Assemblyman Michael 
Blake. When a police captain 
recognized Blake as an elected 
official, the officer backed off 
and apologized.

Not all interactions between 
law enforcement and people of 
color end in death, or in bro-
ken bones. The success of the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
has been in spotlighting the 
scars left on society from ex-
cessive police force that some-
times characterizes such inter-
actions.

Since the killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis on May 
25, protesters have flooded the 
streets of large cities and small 
towns in this country and in 
others to bring attention to 
brutal police tactics that have 
long traumatized communities 
of color. Residents of the Bronx 
have known the pain caused by 
these tactics for decades.

In a borough where 56.4 
percent of the population is 
Latinx and 28.9 percent is Af-
rican American, interactions 
between the NYPD and the lo-

cal communities can be fraught 
with suspicion and fear. While a 
racial breakdown of the NYPD 
per borough is unavailable,  ac-
cording to a 2019 report, the ma-
jority of the department, 52.6 
percent, is made up of Black, 
Hispanic and Asian uniformed 
officers. 

Last October in Norwood, 
Allan Feliz, 31, a resident of 
Yonkers, was pulled over by 
Police Officer Edward Barrett, 
Sgt. Jonathan Rivera and Offi-
cer Michelle Almanzar because 
they believed he was not wear-
ing a seatbelt. NYPD bodycam 
footage reveals initial, friendly 
banter between Feliz and the of-
ficers from the 52nd precinct. It 
transpires Feliz was wearing a 
seatbelt.

The situation quickly esca-
lates when Feliz gets back into 
his car, and he is tased repeat-
edly by Sgt. Jonathan Rivera 
from the passenger side of the 
vehicle. Rivera is heard saying, 
“Yo bro! I’m gonna [expletive] 
shoot you!”  

According to NYPD Chief of 

16 •  July 2-15, 2020 • Norwood News

Jolly Tinker
BAR & RESTURANT

2875 Webster Ave Bronx, New York 10458  | Open from 11am to 4am

Jolly Tinker is celebrating over 50 years of service to the Bedford Park Community. 
Come and enjoy our updated atmosphere, renovated restaurant, and daily food & drink 
specials. Check out our full menu and specials at www.jollytinkers.com  Jolly Tinker is 

a place where everyone is welcome. The only requirement is that you remain Jolly!

JOLLY TINKER SPECIALS 4-8PM
(DINE-IN ONLY)
 
JOLLY MONDAYS                     
6 Beers for $20, $3/$5 Drink Specials

$2 TACO TUESDAY
(w/$8 min purchase)  
 
$5 WING WEDNESDAYS         

ZOO THURSDAYS                     
$5/$7/$9 Special Concoction Drinks
10% Discount Botanical Garden/Bronx Zoo Staff 

HELLO WEEKEND                   
Free Dessert w/$50 Food Purchase (Fri-Sun) 

$6 LUNCH SPECIALS
12-3PM 

347-726-5644

RESTAURANT OPEN MON-SAT 11AM-2AM   SUN 4PM-2AM

BAR HOURS: MON-SAT 11AM-4AM   SUN 1PM-4AM

CELEBRATE YOUR
BIRTHDAY FOR FREE

WE CATER FOR ALL EVENTS & OCCASIONS

PEOPLES PHARMACY
And Food Mart

E-Prescription • Specialty • Surgical Supply

S
canned w

ith C
am

S
canner

FLU, PNEUMONIA and SHINGLE SHOTS
We Accept Most Insurance Including CVS Cardmark,
Midicaid, Medicare, Workers Compensation and
All Union Plans

$5off
$20off

Original Coupon must be relinquished at the time of purchase.
Coupon is void if copied, transfered and where prohibited by law.

This coupon excludes alcohol, gift cards,
lottery, money orders, prescriptions, postage stamps,

pre-paid cards and tabacco products.
Tax changed on pre-coupon price where required.

Coupon cannot be combined with any other
Peoples Pharmacy coupon.

Original Coupon must be relinquished at the time of purchase.
Coupon is void if copied, transfered and where prohibited by law.

This coupon excludes alcohol, gift cards,
lottery, money orders, prescriptions, postage stamps,

pre-paid cards and tabacco products.
Tax changed on pre-coupon price where required.

Coupon cannot be combined with any other
Peoples Pharmacy coupon.

Black, Brown, and Blue in the Bronx: Stories of Pain, Profiling, and Measured Promise

(continued on next page)



  July 2-15, 2020 • Norwood News • 17

KNEE OR LOWER BACK PAIN? 

®

• A personailzed FDA-cleared treatment

• A potential alternative to surgery 

• AposTherapy® retrains your muscles as you walk, teaching 
your body to adopt a healthy, comfortable walking style – 
even when not wearing the device

What is AposTherapy®? 

If you have Healthfirst insurance 
you may be covered by your insurance 
company for AposTherapy® treatment

APOSTHERAPY® 
PROVIDERS 
IN THE BRONX: 

Theradynamics Physical 
& Occupational Therapy
280 W 231st St., Bronx, 
New York, NY 10463

(718) 514-6120

New York Spine & 
Sport Rehabilitation Medicine
4256 Bronx Blvd, Medical Arts 
Pavilion, Bronx, NY 10466

(718) 794-0600

Montefiore – The Bronx
3444 Kossuth Ave. Moses Campus 
Rehab Dept. Ground Floor, Bronx, 
New York, NY 10467

(347) 899-0946

Wilson Orthopedics
75 East Gun Hill Rd., 
Bronx, New York, 
NY 10467

(718) 798-1000

www.apostherapy.com

CALL US TODAY 917-924-9236

or
Visit our website to learn more about AposTherapy® and 
schedule a free consultation call at a time convenient for you

Police, Terence Monahan, the 
officers involved felt their lives 
were in danger. “This violent 
struggle between [Feliz] and the 
officers lasted approximately 
one and a half minutes before 
the shot was fired. At this time, 
the sergeant fired one round 
from his service weapon strik-
ing the male in the chest,” Mo-
nahan said, at a press briefing 
following the fatal shooting. 
Feliz later died at St. Barnabas 
Hospital.

New York State allows law 
enforcement officers to use 
their service weapon if they be-
lieve a vehicle poses “an immi-
nent threat of deadly physical 
force”. A check of Feliz’s license 
showed he had, at least, three 
outstanding arrest warrants.

The officers involved in the 
Feliz shooting said they felt an 
imminent threat to their lives, 
with Feliz back inside his car. 
On the other hand, Bronx resi-
dents wonder how an unarmed 
person dies in police custody 
from a traffic violation.

Feliz’s brother, Samy, still 
asks why his brother had to die 

following a traffic stop. “My 
brother and me were aware that 
racial profiling existed but we 
had respect for the police, not 
fear,” Samy replied in an inter-
view with Norwood News.  

Feliz had served time in fed-
eral prison for a burglary con-

viction, but his brother said that 
should not have any bearing on 
how police interact with com-
munity members. “My brother 
paid his debt to society. We’re 
asking them [the police] to pro-
tect us, not beat us and brutal-
ize and kill us.”

On Jun. 10, the family filed a 
lawsuit against the City of New 
York and the police officers in-
volved for $100 million in com-
pensatory damages and $250 
million in punitive damages. 
They are claiming false arrest, 
illegal search and seizure, use 

of excessive force during the 
arrest process, and assault. 
The family further accuses the 
police officers involved in the 
shooting of engaging “in the 
practice of racial profiling” 
since “at least, 2010.” Their case 
is part of a class action suit 
against the NYPD by various 
Bronx residents.

Feliz’s family hired Robert 
Vilensky to represent them. “[I 
remember] there was a camara-
derie between the public and po-
lice in my day,” Vilensky said. 
“I’m 64-years-old and grew up in 
the City of New York, [but now] 
all the interactions between po-
lice and Black and Latino com-
munities seem to be bad.”

Rather than only seeing the 
downside of successive lawsuits 
against the police, Vilensky 
said he believes there is an op-
portunity for law enforcement 
to listen to what communities of 
color are expressing with these 
various legal actions. “If they 
[law enforcement] had a better 
relationship with the commu-
nity it would benefit them. It 
would make their work safer,” 
he said.

(continued from previous page)

Photo by José A. Giralt

(L-R) State SenatoR Jamaal T. Bailey, Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez, and Assemblyman Mi-
chael Blake, at a joint press conference announcing the passage of criminal justice and police reform bills 
at Joyce Kilmer Park in the Bronx on June 17, 2020. “It took too long for us to get here but people turn 
pain into promise because of that.” Assemblyman Michael Blake
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By the Staff of PS/MS 95
Like all schools in New York City, 

PS/MS 95, in Van Cortlandt Village, 
was required to enter the world of 
“remote learning” when the state-
wide PAUSE order went into effect 
in March. Having lived and worked 
through the experience, as the school 
year ends, the teachers, administra-
tors and staff reflect on what has been 
a hectic but inspiring time. 

In retrospect, they can now say 
that they were well set up to work re-
motely thanks to the vision of Princi-
pal Serge Marshall Davis. Educators 
had already been trained on various 
computer platforms and software, 
and many were, and still are, highly 
skilled in this regard.

The students, from kindergarten 
through eighth grade, also had expe-
rience in computer literacy with tech-
nology like i-Ready, coding and Google 
Classroom integrated into the curric-
ulum.

Social worker, Josie Parashis 
worked with students and families 
to provide support in developing self-
confidence in the students’ abilities 
to succeed by learning coping skills, 
managing transitions and adapting to 
changing situations and responsibili-
ties.

Middle school teacher, Kevin Mc-
Mahon, said that in addressing the 
remote learning challenge, the school 
chose the technology that worked best 

for the students and they then followed 
the regular curriculum with teachers 
going live every day, and McMahon 
sometimes taking the students on vir-
tual field trips. 

Elementary school computer 
teacher, Amanda Barelli, chose live 
instruction as the best way to organi-
cally interact with the kids, and found 
this worked best especially for strug-
gling students. 

Parent coordinator, Katherine Luis, 
used extensive computer and phone con-
tact with parents for academic, emotional 
and wellness assistance, as well as for 
community building; hosting meetings, 
forums, and virtual events for parents, 
students and other team support groups 
in conjunction with administrators.

Parent, Donaji Sarabia, said that for 
children, the stressful component of re-
mote learning was the requirement to sit 
at a computer for hours at a time. How-
ever, she said families had patience and 
adapted accordingly.

As for the students, on the whole, 
they missed school! Fifth grade student, 
Sidratul Choudhury, said although she 
preferred being physically at school, she 
managed to understand and follow her 
work very well through remote learning. 
“My school and I are doing amazing” she 
said, adding that every morning the 
teachers motivated the students by 
cheering them on through lively vid-
eos. “We’ve got you!” they told the 
students.

PS/MS 95: The Many Faces 
Behind Remote Learning



of Jun. 30. According to sources famil-
iar with the new budget plan, for which 
no official documents are yet available, 
school safety officers will no longer fall 
under the remit of the NYPD and will 
be transferred to the Education de-
partment’s budget. Protestors say this 
amounts to mere creative accounting. 
Two protestors were arrested on Jul. 1 
following the vote announcement.

Back in the Bronx, different CB7 mem-
bers appeared to have different views and 
expectations on the severity of the antici-

pated budget cuts. DCP warned that the 
board would have to reassess what the 
most pressing issues were in the local 
neighborhoods and present a compelling 
argument for future funding.  

In view of these warnings, CB7 mem-
ber Betty Arce, wondered how the bud-
get approval process might affect board 
decisions. “We’re going to be facing real 
severe cuts,” she said. “There’s no doubt 
that we’re not going to get a lot of the 
things we want, so we have to be very 
strategic about what we must advocate 
for, and we need to do that as a board.”

zzarri in 2018, as a then-sprightly 105-
year-old, she said, “I can’t believe I am 
this old. I give thanks to God for living 
this long”. 

One of eight children, she grew up 
so close to the old Yankees stadium, 
she was able to watch the team’s home 
games from her window. In fact, the 
New York Highlanders were renamed 
the New York Yankees the year she 
was born. Her parents, both Italian 
immigrants, lived in the Bronx until 
they died, with Bizzarri acting as pri-
mary caregiver to her late mother, and 
later caring for some of her siblings as 
well. 

In former years, Bizzarri worked in 
the newspaper printing business be-
fore later becoming an office worker. 
She is a devout Catholic and had been 
attending daily mass in the hospital 
chapel until March of this year when 
social distancing restrictions took 
over. She now watches prayer service 
on her television each day. 

Since 2002, every third Tuesday in 
June, St. Patrick’s has hosted its an-
nual, joint Centennial Celebration to 
honor residents who have reached or 
surpassed the centennial milestone. 
Usually, there are streamers, balloons, 
family visits, dancing, and lively ren-
ditions of ‘How Great Thou Art’ and 
‘God Bless America’. 

Last year, one resident was even seen 
pushing her wheelchair along with her 
feet, both hands already occupied with 
two cups of wine. Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, this year the festivities were 
a little bit more low-key, and were held 
virtually with residents tuning in to 
watch various staff presentations from 
their rooms through a live connection 
to the hospital chapel. 

Though visitors were not allowed, 
there was cake, sparkling cider, stream-
ers, decorations, and virtual games. 
Residents have been unable to go out-
side since March but are connecting 
with family through Skype, FaceTime, 
Zoom, and Messenger. 

The irony of surviving, at 107, a 
disease that has decimated nursing 
homes, in particular, throughout the 
world is not lost on anyone, and is most 
certainly something to sing and dance 
about.

A recent report by The New York 
Times shows that almost half (43 per-
cent) of all coronavirus deaths in the 
U.S. were linked to nursing homes, 
with at least 54,000 residents and work-
ers dying from the deadly virus.

In New York State alone, across 509 
facilities, there were 7,177 cases, 6,432 
deaths, accounting for 21% of all deaths 
in the state. As the virus continues to 
spread and has now claimed almost 
half a million lives globally, State of-
ficials are this week on-site at St. Pat-
rick’s to audit their operations. 

But not only has Bizzarri survived 
the deadly virus, at 107, she is St Pat-
rick’s oldest, beloved resident, and is 
one of 12 centenarians for a number 
of years now. Two of the twelve who 
were celebrated during last year’s fes-
tivities have sadly died in the mean-
time, though not from the coronavirus. 
Meanwhile, two other residents have 
since reached the 100-year milestone.

Bizzarri remains something of a ce-
lebrity at St. Patrick’s. Janet Kibassa is 
Director of Recreation and Volunteer 
Services there and said of her, “Julia 
always has a smile for everyone who 
greets her,” adding that she always 
takes great pride in her appearance, 
and is still very stylish to this day.

In addition to the Yankees, Biz-
zarri’s other love is the homemade wine 
she and her siblings regularly enjoyed 
throughout their lives together. “It was 
the best,” she said in 2018. “Nothing 
tasted like it.” When asked this year 
what has contributed to her longevity, 
Bizzarri replied, “a glass of wine, and 
Blackberry Brandy, and I never got 
married”.

St. Patrick’s home is open to ac-
cepting donations which are used to 
purchase prizes for residents during 
game days.   
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If You Can’t Come to Us...We’ll Come to You
Expenses payable upon conclusion of case. Prior results do not guarantee a similiar outcome
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We Fight for the Money You Deserve 
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Recent Recoveries for Clients
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RASKIN & KREMINS, LLP
Over 75 Years Of Combined Personal Injury Law Experience
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