
By DAVID CRUZ 
“I’ve always wanted to 

change the world,” says Sally 
Dunford, sitting inside a cubicle 
less than seven hours before cap-
ping 28 years as executive direc-
tor of West Bronx Housing. 

It’s Jan. 7, and for Dunford—
wearing a maroon shirt, black 

pants, and white shoes– it’s re-
tirement day, a moment she 
never thought would come, cap-
ping a lifetime of housing ad-
vocacy that’s kept thousands of 
Bronx residents in their homes 
while also empowering them 
to reclaim their quality of life 
against unscrupulous land-

lords. Making her indispensable 
over the years was her encyclo-
pedic know-how of the daunting 
housing system, which over the 
years, she notes, has improved 
for the sake of tenants.  

Operating at a storefront of-
fice at 220 E. 204th St. in Bedford 
Park, West Bronx Housing typi-

cally sees an estimated 1200 cli-
ents a year. A subsidiary group 
for the Bronx Jewish Commu-
nity Council, West Bronx Hous-
ing has been a force for Nor-
wood and Bedford Park, home 
to large swaths of rent-stabilized 
apartments and the highest 
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CELEBRATING THE WORK
OF A HOUSING ADVOCATE
West Bronx Housing Executive Director Sally Dunford, a champion for tenants, retires

Photo by Adi Talwar

SALLY DUNFORD DANCES with her husband Michael at her retirement party on Jan. 12 at Amalgamated Houses’ Vladeck Hall in Van 
Cortlandt Village. Sally officially retired as director of West Bronx Housing on Jan. 8. 

Inquiring
Photographer: State 
Gov’t Priorities | pg 4



2 •  January 16-29, 2020 • Norwood News

Vol. 27, No. 10

Norwood News is published
bi-weekly on Thursdays by 

Mosholu Preservation Corporation
3400 Reservoir Oval East
Bronx, New York 10467

Phone: 718 324 4998
Fax: 718 324 2917

E-mail: norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org 
Web: www.norwoodnews.org

Publisher 
Mosholu Preservation  
Corporation 
Editor-in-Chief 
David Cruz  

Classi ed d ertisin  
Dawn McEvoy 
ounts Re ei able 

Dawn McEvoy 
Proofreader  
Judy Noy 
Produ tion 
Neil deMause 
Re ular Contributors 
David Greene, Adi Talwar 
Interns 
Shayla Love, Paolo Mossetti, Justin McCallum, 
and Chelsea George

For display advertising, call (718) 324-4998.  

Support Your   
Community Newspaper! 
The Norwood News -
lication and relies upon the support of its 
advertisers and readers to produce a quality 
community newspaper. To support your paper, 
become a member and receive a subscription 
for one year.  

Simply mail check or money order for $40 
to: Norwood News, 3400 Reservoir Oval East, 
Bronx, NY 10467.  

Norwood News is not responsible for typo-
graphical errors. Opinions expressed in signed 
letters and bylined columns represent the sole 
opinion of the author and are not necessarily 
those of Mosholu Preservation Corporations 

-
resent the views of the editor and/or publisher 
only. The newspaper reserves the right to limit 
or refuse advertising it deems objectionable. 
Advertisements appearing in this paper cannot 
be used without the written permission of Nor-
wood News. Letters to the editor are subject 
to condensation and editing. Writers should 

Anonymous letters are not published but your 
name can be withheld if requested.   

 

Mosholu Preservation Corporation is a 

Medical Center.

CEO, Mosholu 
Preser ation  
Corporation
Roberto S. Garcia

Vol. 27, No. 10

Norwood News is published
bi-weekly on Thursdays by 

Mosholu Preservation Corporation
3400 Reservoir Oval East
Bronx, New York 10467

Phone: 718 324 4998
Fax: 718 324 2917

E-mail: norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org 
Web: www.norwoodnews.org

Publisher 
Mosholu Preservation  
Corporation 
Editor-in-Chief 
David Cruz  

Classi ed d ertisin  
Dawn McEvoy 
ounts Re ei able 

Dawn McEvoy 
Proofreader  
Judy Noy 
Produ tion 
Neil deMause 
Re ular Contributors 
David Greene, Adi Talwar 
Interns 
Shayla Love, Paolo Mossetti, Justin McCallum, 
and Chelsea George

For display advertising, call (718) 324-4998.  

Support Your   
Community Newspaper! 
The Norwood News -
lication and relies upon the support of its 
advertisers and readers to produce a quality 
community newspaper. To support your paper, 
become a member and receive a subscription 
for one year.  

Simply mail check or money order for $40 
to: Norwood News, 3400 Reservoir Oval East, 
Bronx, NY 10467.  

Norwood News is not responsible for typo-
graphical errors. Opinions expressed in signed 
letters and bylined columns represent the sole 
opinion of the author and are not necessarily 
those of Mosholu Preservation Corporations 

-
resent the views of the editor and/or publisher 
only. The newspaper reserves the right to limit 
or refuse advertising it deems objectionable. 
Advertisements appearing in this paper cannot 
be used without the written permission of Nor-
wood News. Letters to the editor are subject 
to condensation and editing. Writers should 

Anonymous letters are not published but your 
name can be withheld if requested.   

 

Mosholu Preservation Corporation is a 

Medical Center.

CEO, Mosholu 
Preser ation  
Corporation
Roberto S. Garcia

Mosholu Preservation Corporation is a non-
profi t support corporation of Montefi ore 
Medical Center.

Vol. 33, No. 2

Norwood News is published
bi-weekly on Thursdays by

Mosholu Preservation Corporation (MPC)
3400 Reservoir Oval East
Bronx, New York 10467

Phone: 718 324 4998
Fax: 718 324 2917

E-mail: norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org
Web.: www.norwoodnews.org

Publisher
Mosholu Preservation Corporation

Senior Director of MPC
Melissa Cebollero

Executive Director of MPC
Jennifer Tausig

Editor-in-Chief, Norwood News 
David Cruz, dcruz@norwoodnews.org

Proofreader
Judy Noy

Intern
Khalil Reddick

Regular Contributors 
David Greene, Adi Talwar

Contributor
José A. Giralt

For Display Advertising 
Call Janet Geller at
(646) 581-0399

Support Your
Community Newspaper!
The Norwood News is a not-for-profi t
publication and relies upon the support of 
its advertisers and readers to produce a 
quality community newspaper. To support 
your paper, become a member and receive a 
subscription for one year.

Simply mail check or money order for $40 to: 
Norwood News, 3400 Reservoir Oval East, 
Bronx, NY 10467.

Norwood News is not responsible for
typographical errors. Opinions expressed in 
signed letters and bylined columns represent 
the sole opinion of the author and are not 
necessarily those of Mosholu Preservation 
Corporation or Montefi ore Medical Center. 
Editorials represent the views of the editor 
only. The newspaper reserves the right 
to limit or refuse advertising it deems 
objectionable. Advertisements appearing 
in this paper cannot be used without 
the written permission of the Norwood 
News. Letters to the editor are subject to 
condensation and editing. Writers should 
include their affi liation or special interest if 
any. Anonymous letters are not published 
but your name can be withheld upon 
request.

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

Public and Community Meetings
The 52ND PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL meets on Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. at 100 W. Kingsbridge Rd. For 
more information, call (718) 260-5820. 

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committee meetings are held on the following days at the Board office, 229A 
E. 204th St. at 6:30 p.m. at the following dates and times: Executive Committee meets on Jan. 16; Health 
& Human Services Committee and the Veterans Committee meets on Jan. 21. For more information, call 
(718) 933-5650. 

By DAVID CRUZ
Governor Andrew Cuomo delivered 

his 10th State of the State address that 
received praise and some criticism 
from the borough’s state legislators cov-
ering Norwood.

Among Cuomo’s proposals include 
expanding its tuition-free state college 
program to families who make $150,000 
or less; categorizing hate crimes a type 
of domestic terrorism; and legalizing 
marijuana, a measure that received 
intense pushback from critics in the 
last session. Cuomo also reaffirmed 
his commitment to revitalizing Hunts 
Point and seeing the installation of four 
Metro-North stations to the Bronx.

But the Governor stood silent on the 
issue of bail reform for misdemeanor 
and nonviolent felonies, where a string 
of anti-Semitic attacks recently has 
prompted stakeholders to lobby Cuomo 
into tweaking portions of the bill, al-
lowing judges to regain discretion 
over who should receive bail and who 
shouldn’t.

State Sen. Jamaal Bailey, chair of 
the Codes Committee, which pushed 
for bail reform, told the Norwood 
News that a tweak should not be on the 
table, citing the fact the law that elimi-
nated cash bail is relatively new. “The 
law is nine days old and we should al-
low the law to be able to do the work 
that it can,” said Bailey, adding that 
restoring a judges’ discretion to man-
date bail for individual cases is not a 
solution. “I am extremely concerned 
about any type of ‘dangerousness’ as-
sessment be included in bail, simply 
because ‘dangerousness’ is often a 
proxy for inherent racial bias,” said 
Bailey.

Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernan-
dez, whose district covers Norwood, 
thought it premature for Cuomo to 
consider any revisions to the law, add-
ing that scare tactics are driving a 
push for reconsiderations. “I do think 

that the fear mongering is a little ex-
cessive because the rich people that 
are doing half of the same crimes are 
walking out scot-free and it’s only the 
poor people that are getting the high-
lights in the news, like, ‘Oh my God, 
look what they did,” said Fernandez.

Her colleague, Assemblyman Jeff 
Dinowitz, echoed Bailey and Fer-
nandez, though he was open to some 
tweaks to the law, particularly when 
defining violent incidents that can be 
considered misdemeanors. “If there’s 
any clarification that’s needed, it’s 
with that,” said Dinowitz.

Melissa DeRosa, Secretary to 
Cuomo, told NY1 Inside City Hall host 
Errol Louis that conversations around 
changing aspects of bail reform have 
“started in earnest” with the Office of 
Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie.

Two of Dinowitz’s bills—one to 
change the penal code on rape cases 
and another to install an electric bus 
fleet in upstate New York–made it to 
Cuomo’s speech, a point Dinowitz was 
pleased about.  He also would back 
a marijuana legalization loophole, 
but was on the fence on cutting taxes 
for middle class and small business. 
“While that sounds good in theory, I’m 
having trouble figuring out how you 

cut taxes when we’re facing a multi-
billion-dollar deficit,” said Dinowitz, 
referring to the $6 billion budget hole 
the state is facing. “When you have 
a huge deficit you either have to cut 
spending and/or raise taxes.”

Cuomo didn’t quite single out New 
York City to be grossly impacted by a 
plan to close the budget gap—a move 
he’s attributed to rising Medicaid 
costs, which the state has picked up the 
tab on since 2014—but state-funded so-
cial service programs in the city have 
been cut before.

Fernandez sees an increase in the 
Millionaire Tax, where millionaires 
are taxed at a rate as high as 8.82 per-
cent, as a way of filling the hole. “These 
are the top tier who have the money to 
spend on luxuries and they should now 
give back,” said Fernandez.

Cuomo signed a bill in April that 
extended the Millionaire Tax through 
2024.

Other revenue builders included 
a measure by Cuomo to allow movie 
theater companies to sell alcohol. The 
proposal was not well received by Di-
nowitz. “I don’t need some drunk sit-
ting behind me making noise while 
I’m watching a movie,” said Dinowitz, 
laughing.

State of the State: What Your Norwood State Reps Had to Say

File photos by David Cruz

(L-R) STATE SEN. Jamaal Bailey, Assemblywoman Nathalia Fernandez, and Assem-
blyman Jeffrey Dinowitz had varied opinions on Governor Andrew Cuomo’s State of 
the State address on Jan. 8.



By DAVID CRUZ 
Farewells are never easy. At least 

not for me. There’s this propensity 
to think that the people in your life, 
be personally or professionally, will 
somehow be in your life forever when 
in truth they’re like a rotating cast 
of a television series. I was struck by 
that when I heard a few months ago 
that Sally Dunford, the executive di-
rector of West Bronx Housing, was 
retiring after 28 years of service lead-
ing the agency. 

Running a nonprofit with the kind 
of demand needed for such a service—
the group helps with landlord-tenant 
disputes, Section 8, SCRIE/DRIE ap-
plications, and navigating the bu-
reaucratic maze that’s Bronx Housing 
Court—is not easy work. That burden 
is compounded when a service works 

with a handful of full-time employees 
and volunteers generous enough to 
lend their time. At an event on Jan. 12 
over at Vladeck Hall, Brad Silver, ex-
ecutive vice president of Bronx Jew-
ish Community Council, where West 
Bronx Housing serves as its subsid-
iary group, said it best when describ-
ing Sally’s commitment to the work. 
She wasn’t looking for credit toward 
herself but the organization. 

It’s truly hard to quantify the 
amount of commitment, especially as 
it translates to the countless people 
that Sally has helped over the years. 

What made Sally understand the 
plight of fellow tenants was her own 
ability to step into the shoes of clients 
struggling to maintain a quality of 
life in their home, a place intended to 
put you at your most comfortable. In 
1989, Sally and her family were tem-
porarily displaced after her landlord 
decided to make an example out of her 
for speaking up on behalf of her fam-
ily, urging for repairs. The heartache 
of seeing her family thrown for a loop 
appeared etched in her memory. She 
wouldn’t want to see that happen to 

anyone else. It seems to be a motivat-
ing factor for why she helped a cluster 
of tenants at a four-family home at 243 
E. 204th St. in 2016. The family had 
faced a takeover of the building from 
Peter Fine, a Brooklyn-based devel-
oper who, through various limited li-
ability corporations, begun swallow-
ing up several homes in the Bedford 
Park area. Hearing their tales of in-
convenience, Sally took on the fight, 
staving off eviction proceedings for 
everyone in that building. Sadly, the 
building went up in flames during 
the proceedings, but it demonstrated 
Sally’s all-in approach. 

There were also her inklings into 
the state Department of Homes & 
Community Renewal over whether 
the agency is properly tracking rent 
rolls for thousands of tenants. Sally 
warned residents to be mindful of 
how much they’re paying since a land-
lord could simply be making up a rent 
amount it reports to the state. That 
incident had put her in touch with 
her successor, Joshua Stephenson, 
the now current executive director 
of West Bronx Housing, whom Dun-

ford describes as a dynamo. Joshua 
had at one point served as constituent 
services director for Councilman An-
drew Cohen. 

With an endorsement coming from 
Sally, my guess is the agency picked 
the right person to lead this critically 
vital organization for Bedford Park. 

Lastly, I’d be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion how important Sally was to the 
creation of the Norwood News. She 
was among those who understood 
the power of a newspaper in form-
ing community, telling founder Dart 
Westphal the benefits of centralizing 
information by various agencies to 
help keep the community informed. 
It’s a major reason why we honored 
Sally at our 30th anniversary celebra-
tion in November 2018. 

So, with a heavy heart, I bid Sally 
a happy retirement. She’s leaving 
us for Maryland to live closer to her 
family, and we hope she can rest and 
finally look back at the life she lived 
here in the Bronx. Happy retirement, 
Sally. 

David Cruz is editor of the
Norwood News. 

Federal MTA $ Good for Bronx
The Jan. 15, 2020 Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority Public Hear-
ing for their proposed federal Fiscal 
Year 2019 capital program of projects 
confirms there continues to be good 
news from Washington, D.C. concern-
ing real financial support. Norwood 
and other Bronx commuters will see 
some of the benefits.    

The MTA receives over $1.4 billion 
annually from the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration (FTA).  These dollars are 
used to fund various capital improve-
ment projects for NYC Transit subway 
and bus, Long Island Rail Road, Metro 
North Rail Road, and MTA Bus and 
Capital Construction Company.  Most 
federal transportation grants require 
a 20 percent hard-cash local share.  
FTA accepted toll credits instead of 
hard cash for the local share. This 
saved the MTA over $1 billion in the 
previous $32 billion 2015-2019 five-year 
capital program. The MTA will save 
$1.6 billion under the $51 billion 2020-
2024 five-year capital program when 
applying for $8 billion in future FTA 
funding.

Washington, D.C. has made avail-
able over $1.4 billion in 2019 FTA for-
mula funding for the MTA.  This helps 
pay for a significant portion of its capi-

tal program.  This includes $28 mil-
lion in buses and bus facilities; $793 
million in Section 5337 State of Good 
Repair and $672 million in Section 
5307 Urbanized Area federal funding. 
There are other opportunities for up to 
several hundred million more in dis-
cretionary competitive federal grants.  

The MTA can also take advantage 
of FTA pre-award authority prior to 
grant approval.  Use of Pre-award Au-
thority affords the MTA an opportu-
nity to start projects months earlier 
and incur costs for reimbursement at 
a later date after grant approval and 
obligation of funding.  The MTA cur-
rently manages an active portfolio of 
federally funded capital improvement 
projects and programs in open grants 
worth over $12 billion in direct FTA fi-
nancial assistance.    

Larry Penner
 Larry Penner is a transportation 

historian, advocate and writer who pre-
viously worked 31 years for the Federal 
Transit Administration Region 2 NY 
Office.

 
Fordham Gentrification?

We have an issue with gentrifica-
tion. Gentrification is about some 
kind of monopoly coming in and tak-
ing over an area. We used to think of it 

when white people moved into an area 
displacing people of color. In this case, 
what we have is automated growth 
of the Fordham University campus, 
which is creating a need for more hous-
ing than they can provide on campus 
or in dorms.

Case in point: I am a 69-year-old 
woman with a disability who has been 
living at 2391 Arthur Ave. for approxi-
mately eight years. Recently, my land-
lord issued a notice of intent to renew 
my lease, which was dated Oct. 15, 2019, 
and ending on Jan. 31, 2020.  I am los-
ing my apartment so this landlord can 
increase her profits by renting to an-
other Fordham student, although she 
has not admitted to that and is instead 
making me the culprit. It’s not that I’m 
being evicted, but my lease is not being 
renewed and the end result is the same 
– I have to move.

I was the one who got my land-
lord her first Fordham renter who 
then handed it to his brother. That 
first rental expanded to three of the 
four apartments in the building be-
ing rented to Fordham students.  
Presently, my apartment is only one 
in her building not Fordham occu-
pied.

Please don’t get me wrong, I have 
nothing against Fordham students. 
Prior to them, the tenants in the 
building were much more unsavory 
types (e.g. prostitution, drug deal-
ing).  Unfortunately, these students 
can pay higher rents than the av-
erage person, so it is lucrative for 
landlords to rent to them.

I thought I had a good working 
relationship with my landlord. She 
took me out to breakfast and lunch 
sometimes. I adopted and gifted her 
a pedigree dog. Sure we had our dis-
agreements just like any landlord 
and tenant, but I never anticipated 
that I would be searching for a new 
place to live in the dead of winter on 
a fixed income. Clearly, profit has 
trumped this relationship.

The agency that subsidizes my 
housing due to my disability, has 
permitted me to find my own apart-
ment. The barriers are:  1) timing 
(who moves between October and 
January?); 2) finding a landlord 
who will accept my voucher; and 
3) the mental anguish of having to 
leave my community that I’ve lived 
in for eight years.

The paradox with this particular 
type of gentrification is that on the 
one hand it looks so positive – it’s ed-
ucation. We have students coming 
in from all over the world to take ad-
vantage of this amazing university.  
On the other hand, you have vulner-
able people like me being displaced 
because landlords want to take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to make 
a big profit from these student rent-
ers.

We need to find a way to make 
sure Fordham University doesn’t 
take over communities in a way 
that negatively impacts people that 
have built their lives there. 

Marie Palladino
Fordham
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Well, believe it or not, there is still a lot of 
racism here still. And it’s not just white 
people, it’s Africans and Dominicans; so 
it’s not a white thing. It’s all the races. And 
they’re (the NYPD) are doing the stop and 
search again that they were ordered not to 
do. Yes, they’re starting it again. You can 
thank [President] Trump for all of this and 
half the people in this neighborhood that 
voted for him.
Jeff Rodriguez
Norwood

I actually work in a hospital; in the 
operating room. I think they should keep 
better track of how they’re prescribing 
the drugs. That’s the thing; how is it they 
start off getting it and then they stay 
hooked on it? Doctors actually tell you 
they won’t prescribe it again to you, so 
how is it these people keep getting it over 
and over again? So the government and 
the politicians need to look into what the 
doctors are doing.
Anthony Correa
Kingsbridge

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

With state lawmakers from the Bronx returning to work for the new 
legislative session, we asked readers what are some of the current 
issues our local politicians should be addressing?

I think the most important issue affecting 
us right now is climate change and the 
environment. The Long Island Sound is 
historically and horribly polluted and I hope 
our elected offi cials can work together at 
all levels of government to address that.
John Doyle
City Island

I would like to see our elected offi cials 
advocating for more individuals to register 
to vote. We have always had record low 
turnout in the Bronx. With all of the issues 
hitting our communities from immigration 
rights to housing, the people’s voices and 
inputs are truly needed now. Their reach 
in the community is truly abundant as 
advocates and outside organizations can 
only do so much. But that won’t happen 
because as long as the numbers stay low, 
it’s more advantageous to those offi cials.
Gonzalo Duran
Belmont

Our biggest local problems, I’d say, is 
housing. I think that currently the Bronx 
Housing Court is too frequently packed 
with cases and that housing in the 
borough needs to be dealt with in a way 
that everyone is able to secure decent, 
affordable housing, and people are given a 
better opportunity to fi nd a new apartment 
or able to retain their older apartments 
without struggling against the bureaucracy.
Michael Brown
Morris Heights
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NEWS
BRIEFS

By DAVID CRUZ

Hurricane in Puerto Rico
Puerto Rico experienced a 

6.4-magnitude earthquake on 
Jan. 7, ravaging the common-
wealth that was still reeling 
from the effects of 2017’s Hurri-
cane Maria. Federal aid has yet 
to release disaster relief funds 
to the island, said to be in the 
billions, to fix its infrastructure 
following the earthquake that 
killed at least one person. Sev-
eral elected officials running 
for higher office have visited 
the island since. Councilman 
Fernando Cabrera, who’s run-
ning against Congresswoman 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of 
the 14th Congressional District, 
visited the island, as did As-
semblyman Michael Blake and 
former New York City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viver-
ito, who are both candidates in 
the 15th Congressional District 
race. 

Homes Report
Bronx Borough President 

Ruben Diaz Jr. issued a new re-
port outlining the dire situation 
facing one- to four-family resi-
dences across the Bronx, while 
offering a set of recommenda-
tions aimed at increasing ho-
meownership opportunities 
and preserving and expanding 
existing homeownership rates. 
“[A]ny plan to tackle the hous-
ing affordability crisis must 
include solutions to preserve 
homeownership and give first-
time homebuyers the tools they 
need to invest in the future,” 
said Diaz. Greater small hom-
eownership preservation pro-
grams are the key to reversing 
the trend, according to the re-
port. 

Broadband Expansion
The city announced a plan 

for affordable, high-speed, reli-
able broadband service across 
the five boroughs that offers 
seamless connectivity at home 
and on the go. Framed as a mas-
ter plan, the de Blasio Admin-
istration has outlined ways the 

city and private sector Internet pro-
viders can offer uninterrupted ser-
vice. They’ll look for how to utilize 
the city’s rooftops and light poles, and 
building fiber optic lines to connect 
to other city-owned resources. A 2017 
report by New York City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer found 34 percent of 
households in the Bronx lack broad-
band at home, compared to 30 percent 
in Brooklyn, 26 percent in Queens, 22 
percent in Staten Island, and 21 per-
cent in Manhattan.

Marijuana Legalization 
Governor Andrew Cuomo vowed to 

make recreational marijuana use le-
gal in New York State. The Governor 

made that pledge in his State of the 
State address, which would work to 
resolve the state’s budget deficit, cur-
rently around $6 billion. “For decades, 
communities of color were dispropor-
tionately affected by the unequal en-
forcement of marijuana laws,” said 
Cuomo in his address on Jan. 8. “Let’s 
legalize adult use of marijuana.” 
Cuomo made a similar proposal to de-
criminalize recreational marijuana 
use last year, but was eventually voted 
down by the State Legislature. 

Fair Fares Surpasses Milestone
More than 100,000 New Yorkers 

have signed up for the city’s Fair 
Fares initiative, a sign of the pro-

gram’s demand. City officials say 
the figures surpass the city’s esti-
mates during the first phase, which 
expected somewhere around 90,000 
New Yorkers to sign up. The program 
covers half the price of a MetroCard 
fare to low-income New Yorkers. Open 
enrollment of the program begins on 
Jan. 27. “New Yorkers shouldn’t have 
to choose between a ride on the sub-
way or bus and putting food on the 
table for their family,” said Mayor 
Bill de Blasio. “Over 100,000 New 
Yorkers have now enrolled in the Fair 
Fares program, bringing us one step 
closer to our goal of being the fairest 
big city in America.”

By DAVID CRUZ
Kimberly Kendall, workforce educa-

tion director for Lehman College’s School 
of Continuing and Professional Studies, 
will be the first to express her fondness 
over what technology of the future can 
do for military veterans and small busi-
nesses, including Minority or Women 
Owned Business Enterprise (MWBE).

There’s artificial intelligence capa-
ble of replicating a customer service rep 
over the phone (techies call it a “chat-
bot”), updating one’s supply list in real 
time, or virtual technology that allows 
real estate agents to take their clients on 
a virtual tour of a home without having 
to step foot in it.

“What we have to do is expose small 
business owners to emerging technolo-
gies, not in a theoretical sense,” said 
Kendall, whose department includes the 
Bronx Tech Incubator.

Keeping costs low while achieving 
a greater bottom line often signifies a 
mark of success for small business. For 
Kendall, applying practical technology 
is key to that.

She hopes business owners—specif-
ically those operated and owned by vet-
erans or designated minority or wom-
en-owned business owners—will be 
convinced, and undaunted, of that at a 
multi-day workshop funded by tech giant 
Verizon and slated to begin in the sum-
mer. Lehman College, part of the City 
University of New York (CUNY), had 
applied for the $100,000 grant through 
Verizon’s Foundation Workforce Devel-
opment, where monies are being ear-
marked for curriculum development.

It’s a program, Daniel Lemons, presi-
dent of Lehman College, called “huge” 
at the Jan. 8 event announcing the pro-
gram, and one he wished was available 
when his parents had a small business. 
“I know it’s going to yield significant re-
sults,” said Lemons of the program.

Lehman College will pick 250 busi-
ness owners—50 per borough across 
other CUNY institutions —to make the 
first cohort. Applicants, if picked, will 
be asked to commit to a two-year mentor-
ing program, where volunteer members 
from a variety of Verizon’s tech depart-
ments will be matched up with  business 
owners to help adapt any technologies to 
their business.

Kendall and her team are fleshing 
out details on the program. The goal 
is for them to be pragmatic enough for 
business owners to consider investing 
in emerging technologies. “If they’re 
not aware of the opportunity or aware of 
what that could mean for their business, 
then they might wake up a year from 
now and they’re out of business,” said 
Kendall.

The program piqued Wil Remper-
saud’s interest. The owner of the Bronx-
based digital marketing startup, Ramp 
Up Media, Rempersaud quickly saw the 

program’s benefits. “What Verizon is 
doing with the curriculum … is exactly 
what I want,” she said.

Kyana Beckles, owner of Leverage As-
sessments, which develops credentialing 
exams, was skeptical over whether the 
program would work for her business. “I 
would need to see how you gonna break 
this down for me to see that I can take 
this and apply it,” she said, adding she 
hopes business owners from various sec-
tors will help develop the programming.

For her part, Kendall stood aware 
that businesses may be skittish on as-
sessing the practicality of a web-based 
app. But she said the reward will matter 
in the way of dollars and cents. “If this 
means you’re going to get million-dollar 
clients versus hundred-thousand-dollar 
clients it might be worth the investment. 
But until you do the research, you can’t 
discount it,” said Kendall.

Applications will be accepted begin-
ning in February.

Exposing Veteran/MWBE Business Owners to 
Emerging Tech, Courtesy of Lehman

Photo courtesy Lehman College

A NOVELTY CHECK held by Lehman College officials shows Verizon gave the higher 
learning institution $100,000 for a business development workshop geared for military 
veterans and Minority or Women Owned Business Enterprise (MWBE) businesses.



By DAVID CRUZ 
When it comes to Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo’s announcement to further 
cut state-covered Medicaid beginning 
April 1, on top of his decision to cut 
Medicaid by one percent, state Sen. 
Gustavo Rivera told the Norwood News 
that Bronxites will not be directly im-
pacted. 

“The services are still going to be 
provided,” said Rivera, who chairs 
the Senate Health Committee, which 
hears all matters pertaining to health. 
“You’re not gonna get turned away. 
You’re not going to be told, we can’t af-
ford to provide this for you.”    

But it doesn’t mean the area’s hos-
pitals won’t bleed money, given Med-
icaid’s ability to help hospitals pay 
for big ticket infrastructure projects 
within a hospital, said Rivera. 

“They have to put off some of their 

capital needs in some of their build-
ings to make sure they could pay the 
bills,” said Rivera. “Or they have to 
take particular parts of their opera-
tion and make them smaller to be able 
to cover other financial responsibili-
ties that they may have.” 

That could also mean basic main-
tenance of a building could be scaled 
back, according to Rivera. “If you 
have an elevator that’s not working, 
or you have two elevators and only one 
of them is working, then what kind of 
impact is that going to have on some-
body who has a broken leg who has to 
go and get their checkup on the third 
floor?” said Rivera. 

Governor Andrew Cuomo insti-
tuted a one percent cut for Medicaid 
on Dec. 31, taking effect immediately. 
That translates to $124 million when 
factoring in the federal government’s 
matching aid. 

In his State of the State address on 
Jan. 8, Cuomo announced a review of 
Medicaid payments to counties, call-
ing the state’s present situation in 
covering Medicaid costs to counties as 
“unsustainable.” 

It’s unclear how much more Cuomo 
looks to cut, a decision promulgated 
by the state’s $4 billion budget hole 
Cuomo’s office said is caused by Med-
icaid, where six million New Yorkers 
depend on it. Thirty percent of Bronx 
residents depend on Medicaid to cover 
their hospital bills. For Rivera, he’ll 
have a greater sense of Medicaid’s fate 

when Cuomo presents his prelimi-
nary budget proposal toward the end 
of January.  

“This is my 10th year in office. 
What I’ve learned is that when the 
Governor says something in a press 
release or certainly when he says 
something in a press conference or 
when he says in the State of the State 
[address] I don’t trust it until I see it,” 
said Rivera. 

Though April 1 is right around the 
corner, and Cuomo’s decision to cut 
Medicaid took effect instantaneously, 
it hasn’t quite worried the NYC Health 
+ Hospitals, the public hospital system 
that has oversight on North Central 
Bronx Hospital. 

“It’s really too early to determine 
any budget impacts on any of our fa-
cilities,” said Christopher Miller, a 
spokesperson for NYC Health + Hos-
pitals. “We continue to be focused on 
delivering the best care we can to our 
patients.”

It has, however, worried Mayor 
Bill de Blasio, who expressed con-
cerns over Cuomo’s lack of details 
over his plan during a radio interview 
on WNYC on Jan. 10. “The Governor 
didn’t give a lot of detail and that wor-
ries me, of course. But I’ll tell you 
something. I believe that the problem 
is if the State has a Medicaid problem, 
then let’s all get to the table and figure 
out how to save money rather than cut 
health care services for people,” said 
de Blasio. 
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NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC
WINTER SPECIALS!

KITCHEN & BATH
Complete Renovation

And Remodeling,
Expert Tile, Grant

And Quartz
SIDING, ROOFING

& WINDOWS
Waterproong • Gutters

Sot & Fascia Repair, and more!
MASONRY WORK

Concrete Sidewalk Violations
Porches • Brick and Granite Steps

Paver Stones • Brick Pointing
Stucco, etc.

INTERIOR FLOORING
& PAINTING

Call Now for FREE Estimates

NEWHEIGHTSCONSTRUCTIONLLC.com
NYC Lic# 1191201

John Miller 917-642-0195
800-525-5102 • 718-767-0044

How Cuomo’s Medicaid Cuts Impact Recipients

Photo courtesy Darren McGee - Office of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo

GOVERNOR ANDREW CUOMO (at podium) delivers his 2020 State of the State ad-
dress, warning New Yorkers that the state will be scaling back its Medicaid program. 
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SERVICE TIMES

SUNDAY:
8:30am Morning Service
10:00am Morning Service
11:30am Morning Service
4:00pm Afternoon Service

SUNDAY NIGHT:
7:00pm Evening Service

TUESDAY:
12:00pm Prayer Meeting

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:
7:30pm Prayer Meeting

FRIDAY NIGHT:
8:00pm Family Night
(Groups for all ages)
11:00pm Prayer Meeting

...plus special services for high 
holy days — and other celebra-
tions.

MANY KINDS OF GROUPS AND
MINISTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

MINISTRIES

VAN NEST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Avenue

Bronx, NY 10462
Corner of Holland

2 blocks from White Plains Road

WHERE WILL YOU BE ON SUNDAY…AND OTHER WORSHIP DAYS?

WELCOME TO OUR FAMILY!

A multi-cultural, multi-generational evangelistic church with fi ve services every Sunday, 
and various ministry programs and activities throughout the week. Several churches have been 

planted in the Bronx from Van Nest, including the African Assemblies of God Fellowship, which is 
now a network of African AG churches throughout the USA.

www.vannestassembly.org

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

Van Nest Assembly of God is a body of Believers empowered by the Holy Spirit, called to worship God in Spirit and Truth, to walk in the 
light of the Word of God in all aspects of life, and to be witnesses of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, through word and deed, to the 
ends of the earth.

The Holy Spirit has clearly shown us that we are called to be a church led not by a program or a personality, but by the presence of 
the Lord. This is really why God’s hand of blessing and increase has been upon us all these years. As we look to the future, we know 
that His presence will lead us in a continuous increase of souls and expansion of facilities; for our true desire is to glorify Jesus Christ.

Cohen’s Gental Dental We Accept All 
Major Insurances

Expires 01/31/20

Expires 01/31/20

Expires 01/31/20Expires 01/31/20

2169 White Plains Road,
Bronx, NY 10462

718-597-6314

1 East Fordham Road,
Bronx, NY10468
718-365-0990

183 West 231 Street,
Bronx, NY 10463

718-543-1123

427 Fort Washington Ave.,
Suite 1C, NY, NY 10033

212-923-7644

TOURING TUESDAY'S
December 3rd, January 7th & 28th,  February 11th  from 9am - 11am

UPK & PREK 3/4 THRU 8TH GRADE
AFTER SCHOOL UNTIL 6PM | K-8 INDIVIDUAL DEVICES | 34 FOREIGN LANGUAGES | ART & MUSIC | BASKETBALL & VOLLEYBALL

 S.T.E.M. & CODING | FREE BREAKFAST & LUNCH | FAMILY ATMOSPHERE | SMALL CLASS SIZES
 

452 WEST 260TH STREET, BRONX, NY 10471
PLEASE CALL US IF YOU NEED A PERSONAL TOUR: 718-549-8580

WWW.SMCSRIVERDALE.ORG

 
 

WE     
SMC



Lead in Edgar
Perez Killing

The killing of Edgar Perez 
Sr. in August has finally pro-
duced a person of interest.

Police at the 52nd Precinct 
are now tracking the where-
abouts of 20-year-old Alexis 
Flores (above) , wanted in the 
shooting death of Perez during 
the overnight hours of Aug. 
25. Perez had been shot while 
outside a baptism party for 
his granddaughter being held 
at the Church of the Holy Na-
tivity on Bainbridge Avenue 
between Rochambeau Avenue 
and East 204th Street.

The new lead comes three 
months after Perez’s son, Ed-
gar Jr., said the police have 
given him little in the way of 
an update. Edgar Perez, Jr., 
22, said his family moved out 
of their home in the days af-
ter the killing, but still reside 
in Norwood. “They haven’t 
called me or anything. We call 
them and ask if they caught 
him or if they knew anything 
new about the guy and they 
just say that they’re on his 
trail,” said Perez Jr. back in 

October, of the investigation.
Flores is described by po-

lice as Hispanic, standing at 
around 5’ 8”, with a thin build 
and dark hair. Investigators 
believe Flores could be in Con-
necticut at this time.

Three Wanted in
Subway Attack

Police are looking for three 
men wanted pictured left for 
pummeling a man on the plat-
form of the Kingsbridge Road 
subway station on New Year’s 
Day.

The incident happened at 
around 6:30 p.m. as the victim 
was waiting for a train to ar-
rive. The men flashed a knife 
and later attacked, with the 
men hitting him in the nose. 
They took $400 and an iPhone 
XR off him before taking off.

The second man was last 
seen wearing a red jacket, 
blue jeans, black sneakers, 
and a blue ski mask; the first 
is described as having blond 
hair highlights and last seen 
wearing a black jacket, blue 
jeans, red sneakers, and a 
red hoodie; the third suspect 
was last seen wearing dark-
colored jeans, and a blue and 
white jacket. All three are de-
scribed as aged between 18 to 
20 years old with a medium 
build.

Victim Threatened
With Screwdriver

A screwdriver-carrying 
suspect (top right) remains on 
the loose after threatening a 
victim with the tool while de-

manding money.
The incident happened on 

Dec. 28 at around 7:30 p.m. 
around the area of Briggs Av-
enue and East Kingsbridge 
Road in Kingsbridge Heights, 
according to police.

The thief followed the vic-
tim into his apartment, dis-
played the screwdriver, which 
then led to a fight with the 
victim suffering lacerations 
to his hands. The victim was 
taken to St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal. The alleged perpetrator 
did not take anything. He is 
described as a dark skinned 
male sporting a mustache and 
last seen wearing a blue jacket 
and blue pants.

Burlington Coat
Factory Robbed

Police are searching for a 
man who robbed the Burling-
ton Coat Factory store on Nov. 
7 at around 11 a.m.

The alleged thief, still un-
identified, entered the store 
on Webster Avenue near East 
Fordham Road and began 
snatching clothes off a rack 
without paying. When a store 
employee confronted the thief 
he was scratched by the rob-
ber, who made off with cloth-
ing.

The police provided no 
description of the suspect, 
though surveillance video 
shows him wearing a red New 
York Yankees baseball cap 
and dark clothes.

Teens Robbed by
Other Teen

Two teens were robbed 
by another teen on Dec. 6 
at around 8:10 a.m. on the 
southbound side of the Mo-
sholu Parkway train station 
platform, according to po-
lice. The victims, 15 and 16, 
were approached by another 
teen purported to be 16 years 
old who pretended to show off 
a weapon in his waistband. 
The thief demanded the 15-
year-old victim follow him 

to the other end of the plat-
form, where he was eventu-
ally robbed of his iPhone, 
Apple Watch, and Airpods. 
The thief then returned and 
punched the 16-year-old vic-
tim before taking off.

There was no descrip-
tion provided by police, but 
surveillance video provided 
shows the suspect wearing 
a white hooded sweater, 
black jacket, black pants, 
and white shoes (pictured 

below).

Creston Avenue Pervert
Police still need help 

finding a man (pictured 
below) who exposed him-
self to a woman after fol-
lowing her inside an eleva-
tor at 2608 Creston Ave. on 
Dec. 20.

The man not only ex-
posed himself but then 
lunged at the victim, who 
managed to escape.

The suspect is described 
as being in his mid-50s, 
standing at 5’ 8” tall and 
weighing an estimated 240 
pounds. He was last seen 
wearing a green hooded 
jacket, blue jeans, and 
black sneakers.

Anyone with information 
in regard to these incidents 
is asked to call the NYPD’s 
CrimeStoppers Hotline at 
(800) 577-TIPS (8477) or for 
Spanish, (888) 57-PISTA 
(74782). The public can also 
submit their tips by logging 
on to the CrimeStoppers web-
site at www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com, or on Twitter at @
NYPDTips. All information 
is kept confidential.
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Stop Work Orders Issued at 2 of 4 New Norwood Projects

PEOPLES PHARMACY
And Food Mart

E-Prescription • Specialty • Surgical Supply

S
canned w

ith C
am

S
canner

FLU, PNEUMONIA and SHINGLE SHOTS
We Accept Most Insurance Including CVS Cardmark,
Midicaid, Medicare, Workers Compensation and
All Union Plans

$5off
$20off

Original Coupon must be relinquished at the time of purchase.
Coupon is void if copied, transfered and where prohibited by law.

This coupon excludes alcohol, gift cards,
lottery, money orders, prescriptions, postage stamps,

pre-paid cards and tabacco products.
Tax changed on pre-coupon price where required.

Coupon cannot be combined with any other
Peoples Pharmacy coupon.

Original Coupon must be relinquished at the time of purchase.
Coupon is void if copied, transfered and where prohibited by law.

This coupon excludes alcohol, gift cards,
lottery, money orders, prescriptions, postage stamps,

pre-paid cards and tabacco products.
Tax changed on pre-coupon price where required.

Coupon cannot be combined with any other
Peoples Pharmacy coupon.

CRIME FILE By DAVID CRUZ 
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FREE 7-DAY 
GUEST PASS!

Bring this coupon in or mention 
Norwood News to get this deal

SIGN UP & PAY 
$0 ENROLLMENT

Bring this coupon in or mention 
Norwood News to get this deal

TURN YOUR

INTO REALITY.
RESOLUTIONS

3170 Webster Ave • Bronx, NY • 718.509.6361 • CrunchNorwood.com

A ZILLION CLASSES • PERSONAL TRAINING
FREE CRUNCH ONE KICKOFF •#NOJUDGMENTS

NORWOOD NEWS

ADVERTISE TODAY

Nearly 40,000 readers means 40,000 customers.
SELL YOUR BRAND. MAKE MONEY.
Advertise in the Norwood News. Call 718-324-4998.
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By DAVID CRUZ 
The man behind a viral social 

media photo that asked straphang-
ers what their preferred subway seat 
is turns out to have Norwood ties. 

News 12 The Bronx reports that 
Gabriel Bautista of Norwood was 
responsible for posting the photo on 
Twitter showing a cluster of seats on 
the B/D line with numbers superim-
posed on them. Bautista, who goes 
by gabefromthebx on Twitter, poses 
a simple question, “All my New 
Yorkers, which is the best seat?” 

The question touched off quite 
the response that included 2500 
retweets, 19,600 likes, and an as-

sortment of comments that touched 
off a debate over the preferred seat. 
It even garnered responses from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio who wrote on 
Twitter, “1-3-2. 4 and 5 don’t exist 
when you’re 6’6,” referring to his 
height. 

Then Bautista told News 12 The 
Bronx, “The next day I was working 
and I felt my phone vibrating, and I 
was like ‘Who’s calling me?’ And it 
was just notifications all the time.”

Bautista was apparently at the 
205th Street/Norwood B/D subway 
station on his way to work on Dec. 
31 when the idea of posing the ques-
tion popped into his mind. 

Post Behind Great Subway 
Seat Debate Has Norwood Ties

Photo courtesy 52nd Precinct

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS POLICE Officer Stephen Echevarria of the 52nd Pre-
cinct (shown opening a box containing buckets of paint) came to paint over 
the graffiti on this wall (pictured) found at the notorious underpass on Kings-
bridge Road between Creston and Valentine avenues on Dec. 31, under orders 
from commanding officer Deputy Inspector Thomas Alps. The area, commonly 
known as The Tunnel and also known for drug use, underwent repeated at-
tempts by the Five-Two to clean it out. 

A Clean Start to 2020

Photo courtesy Gabriel Bautista

“ALL MY NEW Yorkers, which is the best seat?” was the question posed by Gabriel 
Bautista of Norwood on Twitter on Dec. 31, 2019, along with this photo (pictured)
of a group of seats inside a subway D train (seat numbers were added). What’s your 
answer?

By JOSÉ A. GIRALT
Representatives for the impend-

ing U.S. Census count have converged 
onto the Bronx, stopping by various 
organizations to lay out what residents 
should expect for the nationwide tally 
aimed at determining federal funding 
and electoral lines.

Among the biggest takeaways from 
census reps is reassuring people with 
an undocumented status that their 
participation is not only crucial but 
also protected.  

Maria Matos, a partnership spe-
cialist assigned to the Bronx by the 
U.S. Census Bureau, spends part of her 
time informing Bronxites that census 
information is confidential and pro-
tected by federal law. She was most re-
cently at the monthly Bedford Mosholu 
Community Association, where she 
noted that Title 13 of the U.S. Code pun-
ishes anyone violating that confidenti-
ality by a federal prison sentence of up 
to five years, a fine of up to $250,000, or 
both.

Census officials are also reminding 
everyone that the work done at the bu-
reau is carried out under the auspices 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce 
and not Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). In fact, the 2020 
Census questionnaire will not have a 
citizenship question included nor be 
shared with ICE. Such questions are 
kept confidential for 72 years. 

Preparation for the census goes 
back a year and has continued since. 

At a forum held at Lehman College 
last October about the 2020 Census, 

the school’s president, Daniel Lemons, 
pointed to the issue of “undercounting” 
as “a pervasive problem in New York 
City.”  Lemons added, “It is the fami-
lies and communities who have been 
historically hard to count who stand to 
benefit the most from an accurate and 
complete count in census 2020.”

Underscoring the financial impact 
of an accurate 2020 count, Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo has stated that 
$675 billion per year is at stake for 
New York state annually.  Among pro-
grams and services affected are Med-
icaid, SNAP, transportation, hospitals, 
parks, and education.  

Locally, Mosholu Montefiore Com-
munity Center (MMCC) was chosen to 
receive a $150,000 grant to help get resi-
dents counted.  The Northwest Bronx 
Community & Clergy Coalition re-
ceived $125,000 for census-related edu-
cation and organizing.

For many people who have a so-
cial media presence, whether undocu-
mented or not, Matos points out, they 
have revealed more about their private 
lives to the public than required by the 
census questionnaire.

“If immigration wants any infor-
mation, they have a thousand ways of 
finding your information,” Matos said.  
“For all undocumented individuals 
that we all know, they put everything 
on Facebook.  If ICE wants informa-
tion, they have other ways [because] 
they can’t get it from the census.”

The count begins on April 1, with 
the census starting this month in re-
mote parts of Alaska.

The Bronx Mobilizes to Ensure 
Everyone Counts in 2020 Census
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KNEE OR LOWER BACK PAIN? 

®

• A personailzed FDA-cleared treatment

• A potential alternative to surgery 

• AposTherapy® retrains your muscles as you walk, teaching 
your body to adopt a healthy, comfortable walking style – 
even when not wearing the device

What is AposTherapy®? 

If you have Healthfirst insurance 
you may be covered by your insurance 
company for AposTherapy® treatment

APOSTHERAPY® 
PROVIDERS 
IN THE BRONX: 

Theradynamics Physical 
& Occupational Therapy
280 W 231st St., Bronx, 
New York, NY 10463

(718) 514-6120

New York Spine & 
Sport Rehabilitation Medicine
4256 Bronx Blvd, Medical Arts 
Pavilion, Bronx, NY 10466

(718) 794-0600

Montefiore – The Bronx
3444 Kossuth Ave. Moses Campus 
Rehab Dept. Ground Floor, Bronx, 
New York, NY 10467

(347) 899-0946

Wilson Orthopedics
75 East Gun Hill Rd., 
Bronx, New York, 
NY 10467

(718) 798-1000

www.apostherapy.com

CALL US TODAY 917-924-9236

or
Visit our website to learn more about AposTherapy® and 
schedule a free consultation call at a time convenient for you

By JOSÉ A. GIRALT
When asked the significance of visit-

ing the Norwood area for a second time 
in nine months, Herbert Quinones, an 
overdose prevention trainer for the city 
Health Department, responds with a 
friendly attitude.  “When we’re invited to 
speak, we go anywhere,” Quinones said 
before listing the five boroughs.

Quinones has just wrapped up a 45-
minute slideshow presentation inter-
spersed with questions from the audience 
at the Opioid Overdose Education Nar-
can Training Event held at North Central 
Bronx Hospital (NCBH) on Jan. 10.

The event was organized by State Sen-
ators Gustavo Rivera and Jamaal T. Bai-
ley, Community Board 7 (CB7), and the 
Jerome Gun Hill Business Improvement 
District in partnership with NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/North Central. 

It comes at a time when the Bronx saw 
an uptick in fatal overdoses even as parts 
of the city experienced a decline. 

As an overdose prevention trainer 
for the Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene (DOHMH), Quinones not only 
visits hospitals, but libraries, commu-
nity group meetings, civic organizations, 
and any group that wants to learn how to 
administer the nasal spray naloxone—
commonly known by its brand name, 
Narcan—to reverse the effects of an opi-
oid overdose.

The term opioid covers a broad range 

of drugs, including pain relievers, pre-
scription painkillers, heroin, and fenta-
nyl—a synthesized painkiller 50 to 100 
times more potent than morphine.

New Yorkers who are not medical pro-
fessionals are protected under a state law 
allowing them to administer the medica-
tion to an opioid overdose victim.

Every presentation Quinones gives 
ends with a sign-up process where attend-
ees can leave with a zippered pouch con-

taining two Narcan nasal sprays, gloves, 
alcohol wipes, a rescue-breathing face 
shield, and a blue card authorizing the 
individual as a certified opioid overdose 
responder.

From 2010 to 2017, overdose deaths—
officially categorized by the city as unin-
tentional drug deaths—rose from 541 to 
1482.  There was a slight drop to 1444 in 
2018, the last year for which data is avail-
able.  The Bronx also led all boroughs 

with 391 drug overdose deaths in 2018.  
Not all overdose deaths involve opi-

oids but in 2018 city health officials esti-
mated that opioids were found in 80 per-
cent of victims.

Dr. Frederick W. Nagel sees the de-
structive effects of the opioid crises on 
a daily basis. As chief of emergency ser-
vices at NCBH he knows that Norwood, 
which falls within the 10467 zip code, has 
been especially hit hard with opioid over-
doses.

“The 10467 [zip code] is fourth out of 
all the neighborhoods in New York City... 
for overdose deaths, so it is a hyperlocal 
issue,” Dr. Nagel said.  

NCBH has been registered since 2015 
with an overdose prevention program 
but the training event is the first time 
they have hosted a public event in over-
dose education with Narcan training, ac-
cording to Dr. Nagel.

He is hopeful that through additional 
training sessions and increased educa-
tion, more lives can be saved and the 
lower rate of overdose deaths seen in 2018 
will be reflected in updated data.

“Everyone has a story about someone 
they care about affected by substance 
abuse and there’s no shame in that,” he 
said.  “It’s a chronic illness and we need 
to appreciate that it’s a manageable dis-
ease.  The medical establishment and 
the community need to look at it without 
judgement.”

The On-the-Ground Fight to Reverse Overdoses Takes Center Stage at NCBH

Photo by José A. Giralt

(L-R) JOSEPH MITCHELL, peer advocate; Jennifer Tausig, executive director of Je-
rome Gun Hill Business Improvement District; Rachel Ferrari, director of Strategic Plan-
ning & Special Projects for state Sen. Gustavo Rivera; Kevin Trujillo, Lehman College 
student; Herbert Quinones, overdose prevention trainer at the city Health Department; 
Cristina Contreras, executive director of NYC Health + Hospitals/North Central Bronx; 
Dr. Chinyere Anyaogu, deputy chief medical officer; Dr. Keith S. Margulis, assistant 
director of dental services; and Dr. Frederick W. Nagel, chief of emergency services at 
NYC Health + Hospitals/North Central Bronx; at the Opioid Overdose Education Nar-
can Training Event held at North Central Bronx Hospital in Norwood on Jan. 10.  



By JOSÉ A. GIRALT and DAVID CRUZ
In a crowded race seeking to replace 

Congressman José Serrano, candidates 
made their pitches on why they’re the best 
candidate to succeed Serrano at a Tuesday 
night forum on Jan. 7 in the South Bronx. 
The forum, organized by the Bronx’s 
LGBT Center Destination Tomorrow, pre-
sented the candidates with three different 
questions of special concern to their com-
munity in addition to opening and closing 
remarks.

At a forum largely focusing on the 
LGBTQ community, Councilman Ritchie 
Torres, who’s garnered the most dona-
tions than any other candidate, reminded 
the audience of his journey in becoming 
the first openly gay elected official from 
the Bronx. In a political climate that is 
seeking change from the status quo, Tor-
res described his path to city government 
as firmly rooted in a grassroots philoso-

phy. 
“When I first ran for the City Council, 

I was 24 years old, openly LGBT, which 
was a frightening experience; had no ties 
to the Bronx county organizations, no ties 
to a political dynasty. But I won my first 
campaign on the strength of door-to-door 
campaigning,” Torres said. Torres had 
worked for Councilman Jimmy Vacca be-
fore entering public life, which helped pro-
pel him to the current seat he holds.

Other candidates joining Torres with 
experience as an elected official included 
former Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Manhattan Councilman Ydanis 
Rodriguez, and Assemblyman Michael 
Blake. Councilman Ruben Diaz, Sr., who 
identifies as the only social conservative 
Democrat in the race, was invited to the 
forum but did not attend.

The other six candidates in atten-
dance have not served in an elected ca-

pacity but emphasized their experience 
as community activists and organizers, 
putting focus on political independence. 
Frangell Basora turns 28 in a few weeks 
and worked as an intern in Serrano’s of-
fice; and Samelys Lopez, a former Com-
munity Board 7 member, worked on Con-
gresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s 
campaign in 2018. 

“I’m a daughter of this community.  I 
grew up in the South Bronx,” Lopez said, 
who up until recently was living in Bed-
ford Park before moving back to the South 
Bronx.  “We need people that are able to 
listen; that are able to lead with love and 
compassion and center that empathy.”

Lopez also hopes to reframe how the 
15th Congressional District is viewed. 
Instead of the usual description as the na-
tion’s poorest district, she proposes a new 
identity.  “I think that this district is the 
embodiment of the American dream be-
cause this is a resilient community,” she 
said.

Other candidates on hand included 
community activists Tomas Ramos and 
Chivona Newsome, and retired police of-
ficer David Philip Franks Jr.

Jonathan Ortiz, a financial counselor 
with Phipps Neighborhood Financial Em-
powerment Center, describes himself as 
a coalition-builder who can build bridges 
between the LGBTQ community and the 
general population. He told the audience 
that the current crop of Washington, 
D.C. politicians has failed them when it 
comes to affordable housing, eliminating 
student loan debt, and producing good-
paying jobs.  “We do not need career poli-
ticians.  I believe in term limits,” Ortiz 
said.  “They had their turn, and nothing 
has changed.”

Like Lopez, Ortiz also wants to re-
frame how people see the Bronx.  “I want 
to make it so that ‘making it’ doesn’t mean 
you have to leave the Bronx,” Ortiz added.

As a founding member of Black Lives 
Matter Greater New York, Bronx-born 
Chivona Newsome touts her experience in 
fighting for social justice and economic op-
portunities.  She sees no solution in elect-
ing the same politicians to office.  “The 

politicians that we have elected, they have 
left us out to dry,” Newsome said.

Blake is serving his third term in Al-
bany and tried to disassociate himself 
from the criticism that politicians are not 
doing anything. “It matters who we send 
to Washington,” said Blake, who doubles 
as vice chair of the Democratic National 
Committee.

Unlike most general elections, where 
a Republican and a Democrat eventually 
compete against each other, a primary 
victory in June is considered a guaran-
teed win in November because the district 
is heavily Democratic. Serrano won his 
last election in 2018, securing 96 percent 
of the vote.

Although it was difficult to distinguish 
the campaign workers in the audience 
from the local attendees, there was an en-
thusiastic reaction to the forum by many. 
The event emphasized how the problems 
traditionally associated with the South 
Bronx—poverty, poor health outcomes, 
domestic violence—is experienced more 
intensely by the LGBTQ community.

For some, the forum was a hopeful 
sign that marginalized communities will 
be heard from, especially during the 2020 
election cycle.

Sayief Leshaw, 25, lives in Morrisania 
and was encouraged by what he heard at 
the event.  “Growing up in the Bronx I was 
in the closet,” Leshaw said.  “It’s great to 
see candidates paying attention to LGBTQ 
issues in a way that I think has long gone 
unseen.”

The candidates’ attendance came a 
day after Marlene Cintron, president of 
the Bronx Overall Economic Development 
Corporation, withdrew from the race cit-
ing her current work as a prime motiva-
tor toward improving the Bronx. “As a 
resident of this [congressional district], I 
assure you that I will provide a voice and a 
vote for its residents as they look to choose 
a new representative. It has to be someone 
who will insist on additional economic, 
social justice, and reproductive rights for 
the residents of the poorest congressional 
district in the nation,” Cintron wrote on 
Facebook.
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LGBTQ Issues in Focus at Latest 15th Congressional District Forum

Photo by José A. Giralt

[L-R] CONGRESSIONAL DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES Frangell Basora, Assembly-
man Michael Blake, David Franks Jr., Samelys Lopez, Melissa Mark-Viverito (holding 
mic), Chivona Newsome, Jonathan Ortiz, Tomas Ramos, Councilman Ritchie Torres, 
and Councilman Ydanis Rodriguez at the Bronx LGBTQ Candidates Forum held in the 
South Bronx on Jan. 7. All are running for the Democratic nomination in New York’s 
15th Congressional District with the primary election to be held June 23, 2020.
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ARE YOU A U.S. VETERAN? 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM 
CLINICAL DEPRESSION? 

You may be eligible to 
participate in a research 

study at the James J. Peters 
VA Medical Center that 

aims to better understand 
brain function in health 

and depression. 

You will be 
reimbursed for 
your time, up to 

$450 

FOR MORE INFO 
CALL DANIEL @  
(718) 584-9000

EXT. 3635 

6th floor, Room # 6A-44, MIRECC Office, 130 W Kingsbridge Rd, Bronx NY 10468 

     PI: Dr. Erin Hazlett   MIRB#: 01708 

This study involves: 
interviews, questionnaires, 
psychophysiological tests, 

and an MRI brain scan. 
This is an observational study, not a 

treatment study. There may be no direct 
benefit to you. You may receive benefit from 

clinical evaluation and lab results. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
Social Security Expanded

Office Hrs. 
Social Security offices in the 

Bronx will be remain open to the 
public until 4 p.m. on Wednes-
days, beginning Jan. 8. The near-
est Social Security offices from 
Norwood is located at 2501 Grand 
Concourse. For more informa-
tion, call (800) 772-1213. 

Recreational Volleyball 
Join members of the NYPD, 

FDNY/EMS, and Community 
Board 6 every Saturday from 
Jan. 18 through April 4 from 10:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at Aquinas High 
School, 685 E. 182nd St. (corner 
of Cambreleng Avenue and Grote 
Street). For more information or 
to register, call Rosie at (917) 569-
7034, Victor at (917) 603-5600, or 
email mattersofsports@gmail.
com. 

Blood Drive
A blood drive will take place 

on Jan. 21 from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. at the 52nd Precinct station 
house at 3016 Webster Ave. For 
more information, call (718) 220-
5824. 

Comment on Bus Reroute Plan
The MTA is currently accept-

ing comments for its plan to up-
date the Bronx’s bus route net-
work, which is expected to take 
effect later this year. Comments 
on the MTA’s plan can be submit-
ted online by going to https://bit.
ly/2Zz86E3. 

Heating Assistance
Applications for the Home En-

ergy Assistance Program (HEAP) 
for older adults and low- and mid-
dle-income New Yorkers will be 
accepted by local departments 
of social services. Eligibility is 
based on income, household size 
and how the home is heated. Resi-
dents can apply online at https://
on.ny.gov/2Fn062M and mail it to 
NYC DSS/HRA/HEAP, P.O. Box 
1401, Church Street Station, New 
York, NY 10008. For more infor-
mation, call (212) 331-3126.

Fridays With Fernandez 
Assemblywoman Nathalia 

Fernandez is available for one-
on-one meetings each Friday at 
her district office at 2018 Wil-
liamsbridge Rd. Friday dates and 
times vary. To check times and 
make an appointment, call (718) 
409-0109. 

LGBT Scholarship
College scholarships totaling 

$10,000 will be awarded to stu-
dents who are members or allies 
of the LGBTQ+ community. Appli-
cants must write two 500-word es-
says that discuss a challenge they 
have faced in life, and the histori-
cal significance of the Stonewall 
Inn within the context of the gay 
rights movement. The deadline 
is March 1, 2020. Applications 
can be filled online at https://bit.
ly/2PugZdH. For questions, con-
tact Eric Vaughan at LGBTQ@
schools.nyc.gov.

STEM Teacher Award
Nominations are now being ac-

cepted for NBC 4 New York and 
Telemundo 47’s Weather Kids Star 
Teacher award recognition pro-
gram honoring science, technol-
ogy, engineering or math teach-
ers. A portion of the application 
includes a section that asks what 
makes the nominated teacher de-
serving of the honor by listing 
reasons or a story relating to the 
teacher and the work they do in the 
classroom. Schools of each win-
ning teacher will receive a $1,000 
award the benefits the learning 
needs of the winning teacher’s stu-
dents. To nominate a teacher, go 
to nbcnewyork.com/weatherkids. 
The deadline is Jan. 31.

Community Grants
Applications for commu-

nity improvement grants of up 
to $3,000 to community-based 
groups are being accepted by the 
Citizens Committee for New York 
City. Grants will be awarded for 
neighborhood improvement proj-
ects planned and executed by lo-
cal residents. The application 
deadline is Jan. 20. To apply, visit 
www.citizensnyc.org/grants. For 
more information, call Arif Ul-
lah, program director, at (212) 
822-9580. 

Naloxone Training
Free trainings on the admin-

istration of naloxone, the drug 
used to reverse opioid overdoses, 
is available through the Bronx 
Community Health Network on 
Mondays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
and Wednesdays from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m. at 1 Fordham Plaza (exclud-
ing holidays). For more informa-
tion, contact Matthew Carrion, 
community health worker, at 
(929) 220 8176 or naloxone@bchn-
health.org.
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To sign up or to learn more :  

Call or text Ariana at 

646-979-7855 

Consulta�ons are first come 

first serve, and are available 

from now un�l 6/30/20. 

Consulta�ons will occur in 

your place of business or at 

the BID offices. 

FREE SMALL BUSINESS 

MARKETING CONSULTATIONS 

The Jerome Gun Hill BID, in partnership 

with the DM Firm, is offering free  

marke�ng consulta�ons to small business 

owners within the commercial district.  

Small businesses will receive FREE: 

 One on one marke�ng consulta�on 

 Marke�ng strategies specific to your 

business 

 Social Media and Adver�sing  

    Recommenda�ons 

 Next Step Guide on how to reach your 

business goals 
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TO REPORT A STORY TO THE
NORWOOD NEWS, CALL US AT

718-324-4998

Your Classified Ad Here!  
Reach 40,000 potential customers 

by taking out a classified in the 
award-winning Norwood News.  

To place an ad, call  
Janet Geller at (718) 324-4998 or 
email jgeller@norwoodnews.org.  

COMPUTER SERVICES
Computer Repair

Upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen, bro-
ken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James (646) 281-
4475, (718) 324-4332.

Professional DirectoryProfessional Directory
Classifi eds

Agnes’ Beauty & Spa is under NEW 
management and invites you for all 
styles of hair and color, manicures 
and pedicures, massage therapy and 
tanning. Our new services include 
wax club, blow dry club and kids 
birthday party. A big room for rent is 
available for any occasion (meetings, 
classes, party, etc.).

Agnes' Beauty and Spa

5908 Riverdale Ave. Bronx, NY

718.684.1151
angesbeautyandspa.com

PARKING SPACE FOR RENT
$150.00 per month. Valentine Avenue between East 198th and East 199th streets. 
For more information, please contact Eddie at (718) 757-5485. 

SOLICITATION OF BIDS 
Bids will be accepted for the installation of 180-degree panoramic/hemispheric 
dome cameras. Mosholu-Montefiore Community Center, Inc., a community cen-
ter, located at 3450 DeKalb Ave., Bronx, NY 10467, to provide materials and la-
bor. Bid packets and specifications may be obtained at the center located at 3450 
DeKalb Ave., Bronx, NY 10467 and/or by calling Ivan Diaz at (718) 882-4000. Bids 
will be opened at the above address.  
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Onstage
Lehman College’s Center for the 
Performing Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd., 
W., presents “Ain’t Misbehavin’,” Jan. 
18 at 8 p.m. ($25 to $45); Yamato, the 
Drummers of Japan, Jan. 19 at 4 p.m.; 

and Elvis Crespo performing Latin 
music, Jan. 25 at 8 p.m. Info/tickets/

fees: (718) 960-8833.

Bronx River Art Center (BRAC), 1087 E. 
Tremont Ave., presents Edsel Gomez’s 
Triumvirate, performing Latin jazz, Jan. 
30 at 7 p.m. Suggested donation: $10/
adults; $5/seniors/students. Info: (718) 
589-5819.

Events

North Central Bronx Hospital, 3424 
Kossuth Ave, 17th floor, presents 
Day of Empowerment, honoring 
Martin Luther King Jr., Jan. 20 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., featuring a musical 
performance. Info: (718) 510-5000.

New York Botanical Garden presents 
The Holiday Train Show, model trains 
passing by miniature landmarks made 
from natural materials, through Jan. 26; 
and Bar Car Night, on Jan. 18. Also 
scheduled is All Aboard With Thomas 
& Friends, in Ross Hall, Jan. 18 and 19 
at 9 and 11 a.m. and 1:30 and 3:30 p.m.; 
and Jan. 20, 25 and 26 at 11 a.m. and 
1:30 and 3:30 p.m. Info/schedule/costs: 
(718) 817-8512.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W. 
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family 
Art Projects: Freedom Quilters of Gee 
Bend, to create your own quilt from 
donated fabric, Jan. 18 and 19; and 
Bronx Photo & Poetry Archive Story, to 
create choreo-poems to capture stories 
of people of the Bronx, Jan. 25 and 
26; both in the WH House 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Grounds admission is free until 
noon Tuesdays and Saturdays all year. 
Info and a schedule of events including 
tours and walks: (718) 549-3200.

Exhibits
The Museum of Bronx History, 3266 
Bainbridge Ave. (208th Street), presents 
A History of the Bronx Latino, 
ongoing; and Mott Haven, the Bronx: 
A Historic District Turns Fifty, through 
April 22. Hours: Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. For more 
information, call (718) 881-8900.

The Bronx Museum, 1040 Grand 
Concourse, presents The Life and 
Times of Alvin Baltrop, through Feb. 9. 
The exhibition features photographs of 
gay culture. Info: (718) 681-6000.

Bronx Council on the Arts presents The 
Update, free exhibition at the Hostos 
Community College Gallery room 
C-190, 450 Grand Concourse, Tuesdays 
through Fridays noon to 6 p.m., through 
Feb. 26. Info: (718) 518-6728. 

Bronx River Art Center, 1087 E. Tremont 
Ave., presents free 25 Years of Project 
59: A Retrospective of Ukrainian-
American Artist Irina Danilova, 
through March 11, Mondays through 
Fridays noon to 6 p.m., Saturdays noon 
to 6 p.m. Info: (718) 589-5819.

Library Events
Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents for ages 5 to 
12: STEM Fridays at 4 p.m.: Jan. 17 
– Frozen Hour of Code; and Jan. 24 – 
Lunar New Year Calligraphy. Adults can 
attend: film: “Venom,” Jan. 25 at 2:30 
p.m. Info: (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit 
www.nypl.org. 

Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th St., offers 
for kids: Crafty Fridays at 3 p.m.: (ages 
5 to 12): crafts, Jan. 17 and 24; Toddler 
Storytime at 11 a.m.: (ages 18 to 36 
months): stories, songs, fingerplays and 
crafts, Jan. 23, 27 and 30; and STEM: 

Kids Science at 3 p.m.: (ages 5 to 12): 
Jan. 21 and 28 (Colors/Light). Families 
can attend film: “Toy Story 4,” Jan. 25 
at 1:30 p.m. Adults can join: Knitting: 
Thursdays at 3 p.m. Info: (718) 882-
8239.

NOTE: Items for consideration may 
be mailed to our office or sent to 
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and 
should be received by Jan. 20 for the 
next publication date of Jan. 30.
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Report: Quarter of the Bronx Still Food Insecure

EDITOR’S PICK

Councilman Ruben Diaz Sr. is presenting the following two 
humanitarian relief efforts for Puerto Rico. Info: (718) 792-1140. 

Jan. 17 at 7 p.m. – Concert at Lehman College’s Center for 
the Performing Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W., featuring Eddie 
Palmieri and several other artists. Proceeds will help the effort.

Jan. 18 at noon – Held at Southern Boulevard and Aldus Street. 
Bring bottled water, batteries and flashlights, first aid kits, 
Pampers and baby formula, and canned foods.

Compiled by JUDY NOY

Help for Puerto Rico

Photo by Judy Noy

HAVE YOU SEEN the new tap card 
system at the Mosholu Parkway #4 
subway station? The MTA installed 
the new devices dubbed One Metro 
New York, or OMNY for short, add-
ing to the existing turnstiles. Other 
city subway stations have already 
seen the new reader, which allows 
straphangers to simply tap their 
smartphone that’s connected to a 
bank app, onto the OMNY screen 
to be allowed through (other meth-
ods will be available). The MTA 
began rolling out the upgrades in 
April, gradually introducing them to 
the system. While MetroCards may 
still be used, they will be discontin-
ued at the end of 2023.

Upgrade at 
Mosholu 

#4 Subway 
Turnstiles

Photo courtesy Lehman Center for the Performing Arts  

EDDIE PALMIERI WILL lend his musical talents for a benefit concert for earth-
quake-ravaged Puerto Rico on Jan. 17 (see Editor’s Pick for more information).



eviction rates in the Bronx. It’s also in 
Norwood that Dunford has called home 
for 40 years, bearing witness to its demo-
graphic changes. “The color of the faces 
has changed, the language has changed, 
the religions have changed, but what peo-
ple want hasn’t changed,” she says.  

A large rent-stabilized portfolio in her 
primary neighborhoods has kept Dunford 
busy over the years. That and some city/
state policies that have inconvenienced 
renters, particularly during the tenures 
of former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and 
former Governor George Pataki, raising 
Dunford’s ire. 

Dunford is the first to point out her 
office isn’t a firm that assumes to single-
handedly fix the issues of residents, be it 
repairs, obtaining SCRIE, or what to ex-
pect during an eviction proceeding. Her 
function has been that of a coach, guiding 
residents toward self-sufficiency. “I’ve al-
ways been attracted to the idea that you 
can empower people. It’s a kind of stale 
word. That by giving people the tools, get 
them to a place where people can take 
over and run their lives. And once people 
learn how to do it on one level they can do 
it on a whole lot of levels,” says Dunford. 
“You can take somebody that’s never had 
any faith in themselves and give them 
the tools and the strength to take off. It’s 
like watching a bird get wings. Just fabu-
lous.”

The oldest of eight children, Dunford 
was born in Yonkers, NY, briefly living 
in Norwood before settling in East Green-
bush, a small suburb just outside Albany. 
After attending Fordham University, she 
found herself living back in Norwood. 

Growing up, Dunford would con-
stantly fight for a cause, be it a political 
campaign at age 14, or later finding her-
self on the front lines of demonstrations 
protesting the Vietnam War. 

By the 1970s, as the Bronx began to 
burn, Dunford became organized on 
housing matters. While raising her boys, 
Dunford met Bertha Keller and Ann De-
venney, two volunteer activist members 
from Northwest Bronx Community & 
Clergy Coalition, where she also volun-
teered. “They both got great results so I 
learned from them,” says Dunford of the 
pair.

 In some ways, Dunford modeled her 
approach after the pair, noticing that the 
need for righteous indignation should be 
unleashed once a landlord ignored Dun-
ford’s request for rectitude on behalf of 
tenants. “You have to know when to play 
hard ball,” said Dunford. “One of the mis-
takes that young organizers make fre-
quently is to confuse tactics with strat-
egy.” 

Dunford had to apply such a tactic for 
a personal matter around 1989, when a 
fire tore through her home on East 208th 
Street and Bainbridge Avenue, making 
her unit temporarily unlivable for her 
and her family. 

The landlord, however, made life hell 

for her family. “The landlord was very 
slow to get moving in terms of making 
repairs, and I started organizing to get 
things moving and he proceeded to tell 
me I was gonna be the last person re-
paired because I was a troublemaker,” 
recalls Dunford. 

In the end, Dunford sued. And she 
won, winning triple damages. “We 
learned that what doesn’t kill you does 
make you stronger,” said Dunford, who 
also “learned the value of community” 
through generous neighbors. 

Eventually, her housing advocacy 
work led to a part-time position with 
West Bronx Housing. She also worked 
full time under the administration of for-
mer Mayor David Dinkins, serving as di-
rector of the office’s “Stop the Violence” 
Program, until Giuliani terminated it. 

In the years since serving as execu-
tive director—a role where she succeeded 
Steve Seltzer—Dunford has noticed the 
tide turn for renters, more so last year 
when then state updated its rent laws and 
the city implemented Right to Counsel, 
the city pilot program offering free attor-
neys to tenants facing eviction. 

Finding a singular accomplishment 
to cap all those years is impossible for 
Dunford. As she ponders that, the office 
doorbell rings. Lifelong Norwood resi-
dents Ronnie Ruggiero and his friend 
Ann Canavatchel walk into the door, 
hearing about Dunford’s retirement. 

“I was going to cry,” says Ruggiero 
upon hearing of her retirement. “She did 
so much for me.” 

Retirement had been on the horizon 
for Dunford for quite some time. But 
she wasn’t going to leave West Bronx 
Housing in the lurch. For the last three 
months she’s helped prepare for a transi-
tion with her successor, Joshua Stephen-
son, formerly a constituent services em-
ployee for Councilman Andrew Cohen. 
Dunford describes Stephenson as “a dy-
namo.” 

Four days after officially retiring, 
Dunford is given an intimate sendoff at 
Vladeck Hall, located in Van Cortlandt 
Village, surrounded by family, friends, 
and elected officials who honored her 
with various proclamations and cita-
tions. Being the center of attention was 
an unusual moment for Dunford, who’s 
used to working behind the scenes. Brad 
Silver, executive vice president of West 
Bronx Housing recalls that recognition 
was never anything Dunford sought. 

“Sally also has had a rather large 
impact on the community and the bor-
ough and, in some cases the city, but you 
haven’t heard about it. You haven’t heard 
about it because in order to be effective 
sometimes it’s better not to be standing 
and shouting from the rooftops or spread-
ing your name through the media. So it’s 
about the work,” says Silver.

Dunford is slated to move to Mary-
land to be with her family, a new chapter 
as it’s the first in decades where she’ll be 
leaving Norwood. 
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Celebrating the Work
Of a Housing Advocate
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