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BATTLE SPROUTS
AT RISSE GARDEN

Member challenges sanctlon at C|ty sponsored garden

ELIZABETH CARSON AT Risse Street Garden. Carson was sanctioned by the garden’s steering committee, resulting in her garden beds removed.
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Fire Burns Through
E. 208th St. Building
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The Bronx Food Fight:
Part 3
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By DAVID CRUZ

In the last five years, Eliza-
beth Carson has enjoyed cultivat-
ing her horticultural passions at
Risse Street Garden, a tiny oa-
sis insulated from the malaise
of traffic at Jerome Avenue and
Risse Street on the tip of Nor-
wood.

She’s proud to have put in the
time. As a full-fledged volunteer
gardener, Carson is entitled to

keys to the city-owned garden,
allowing her time to work the
landscape, tend to perennials
and enjoy the therapeutic thrill
of seeing the birth of plants.

But since last year, Carson’s
sense of tranquility at the garden
has been disrupted by a war of
words with fellow garden mem-
bers whose steering committee
voted to dramatically reduce her
gardening privileges. Carson

views her punishment as illegiti-
mate since the committee issuing
the vote was short one member.
Garden bylaws dictate all steer-
ing committee members must be
present for a vote. Carson, stead-
fast, is unwilling to concede.

“I may not win, but I can’t ac-
cept what’s been done,” she said.

The Risse Street Garden saga
has also raised questions on the
role played by GreenThumb, a

division of the New York City
Department of Parks, which li-
censes the space to Risse Gar-
den. GreenThumb mandates gar-
dens create some organizational
structure, which includes enact-
ing bylaws.

And though the 28-year-old
garden falls under GreenThumb,
Carson says the garden’s bylaws
are played fast and loose with

(continued on page 15)
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Jerome Avenue Approved for Massive Rezoning

By MARY MELLON

After three years of back and forth
talks, the Jerome Avenue Rezoning
Plan was approved, opening the door
for the rezoning of 92 blocks of Je-
rome Avenue, ushering in 4600 units
of affordable housing, of which 1500
will be permanently affordable. The
rezoning plan is the largest since the
1970s, and can jeopardize the neigh-
borhood’s existing automotive sector.

The plan represents a major win
for City Council members Vanessa
Gibson and Fernando Cabrera, whose
districts cover the area to be rezoned.
They believe rezoning will allow
current residents to remain in place
while adding to the stock of afford-
able housing.

The Jerome Avenue district will
extend from McClellan to 184th
streets, impacting the neighborhoods
of Highbridge, Concourse, Mount
Hope, University Heights and Morris
Heights.

“This is an opportunity for the
Bronx to get what it has rightfully de-
served for decades and decades when
no one gave a second glance to the
Bronx,” Gibson said minutes ahead of
the March 22 vote. “We have not had a
major investment like this.”

The city will build two new elemen-
tary schools within those communi-
ties which are part of school districts
9 and 10. They will create a South-
west Bronx Housing Task Force that
will preserve 2500 affordable units in
the neighborhood over the next two
years, and a preservation program
to protect tenants from displacement,
sustained by $200,000 for tenant orga-
nizing. Because of the city’s Manda-

Photo by David Cruz
THE JEROME AVENUE Rezoning Plan
now jeopardizes existing automotive busi-
nesses like this one at 1707 Jerome Ave.

tory Inclusionary Housing program,
developers who build along the Je-
rome Avenue corridor will also be re-
quired to set aside at least 25 percent
of their new units for affordable hous-
ing. Ten percent of the developer’s
units will go to families earning 40
percent of the area median income,
or $34,360 for a family of three.

Talk of Jerome Avenue’s re-
zoning began in 2015, a year after
Mayor Bill de Blasio announced
his Housing New York Plan, which
sought to build or preserve 200,000
units of affordable housing. The
city organized a number of vision-
ing sessions, prompting Cabrera
to call the process a “prototype for
all future rezoning projects setting
high standards for collaboration
and community input” in prepared
remarks ahead of the vote.

Those opposed to the plan have
long said that the new affordable
housing will not be as affordable
to the existing population and that
rezoning will spark gentrifica-
tion. Community advocates worry
that low-income tenants and the

numerous immigrant-owned auto
shops along Jerome Avenue will
be displaced. The Bronx Coalition
for Community Vision, an activist
group in favor of low-income hous-
ing requirements, attended the
council vote. During the proceed-
ings they erupted with chants of
“The people, united, will never be
defeated!” Video footage of the event
reveals impassive faces from coun-
cil members and even laughter as
protesters were cleared from the
room.

The city has made some conces-
sions to address the opposition’s
concerns. The city’s Department of
Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment is constructing a certificate of
no-harassment program, which will
require landlords to prove that they
have not harassed current or for-
mer tenants into moving out of their
apartments in the last five years in
exchange for a green card. The city
Department of Small Business Ser-
vices will start a training program
for auto workers, hire a workforce
development coordinator to assist
auto-related businesses, and imple-
ment $1.5 million in grant money to
help businesses that are displaced
with relocation costs.

“The plan marks another mile-
stone in the important progress we
are making to build a fairer and
more affordable New York City,”
said Mayor Bill de Blasio.

Editor’s Note: Additional report-
ing by David Cruz. For more cover-
age of the Jerome Avenue Rezoning
Plan, read the Inquiring Photogra-
pher on page 4.

(718) 933-5650.

Public and Community Meetings

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committee meetings are held on the following dates at the board office, 229 E. 204th
St., at 6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted: Public Safety & Quality of Life Committee meets on April 3; Health &
Hospitals Committee meets on April 3 at 7:30 p.m.; Environment & Sanitation Committee meets on April 4; Edu-
cation, Youth & Libraries Committee meets on April 4 at 7:30 p.m.; Traffic & Transportation Committee meets
on April 5; Veterans Committee meets on April 5 at 7:30 p.m.; Housing, Land Use & Zoning Committee meets
on April 10; Parks & Recreation Committee meets on April 10 at 7:30 p.m.; Senior Services Committee meets on
April 11; and the Executive Board Committee meets on April 12. For more information, call the board office at

BEDFORD MOSHOLU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION meets on April 4 at 400 E. Mosholu Pkwy. So., Apt.# B1,
at 8 p.m. For more information, email bedfordmosholu@verizon.net.
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Eating Healthy the Better Choice

With three crippling Nor’easters
battering our east coast in quick suc-
cession, we all look forward to March
20, first day of spring, balmy weather,
and flowers in bloom.

It’s also a superb occasion to re-
place animal foods on our menu with
healthy, delicious, eco-friendly vegeta-
bles, legumes, grains, and fruits.

The shift towards healthy eating
is everywhere. Fast-food chains like
Chipotle, Quiznos, Starbucks, Subway,
Taco Bell, and Wendy’s all offer plant-
based options. Major publications and
popular websites tout vegan recipes.

Google CEO Eric Schmidt views re-
placement of meat by plant based pro-
tein as the world’s #1 technical trend.
The financial investment community

Opinion
Help Strengthen the

State’s Rent Laws,
Senator Klein!

By JUAN NUNEZ

The Bronx is facing a huge housing
crisis as rents are going up and poorer
people of color and immigrant residents
are being pushed out. It was this anxiety
that led dozens of determined Bronx ten-
ants and members of Northwest Bronx
Community & Clergy Coalition to con-
clude their recent annual meeting on
March 24, picketing outside New York
State Senator Jeffrey Klein’s campaign
office in the Bronx, chanting “When
tenants are under attack, what do we
do? Stand up! Fight back!” This was the
second consecutive annual meeting that
Senator Klein was invited to attend and
address concerns about high rents along
with other issues, but declined to attend
both times, leaving Bronx residents
with no recourse but to go to the sena-
tor instead.

Essential progressive legislation nec-
essary to strengthen rent and eviction
protections for struggling Bronx resi-
dents who live in rent stabilized apart-
ments are not finding the light of day
in the current New York State Senate.
Rent stabilization is a way to limit rent
increases and keep our homes afford-
able. However, landlords in New York

is betting on innovative start-ups, like
Beyond Meat, or Impossible Foods.
Even Tyson Foods’ new CEO sees plant
protein as meat industry’s future.

Global Meat News reports that
nearly half of consumers are reduc-
ing meat intake. Indeed, per capita
red meat consumption has dropped by
a whopping 25 percent in the past 40
years.

Every one of us can celebrate spring
by checking out the rich collection of
plant-based dinners and desserts in
our supermarket’s frozen food, dairy,
and produce sections. An internet
search on vegan foods brings rich re-
wards.

Niles Neusbaum

Williamsbridge resident

City are taking advantage of two major
loopholes in current rent stabilization
laws; preferential rent and the vacancy
bonus, essentially exploiting tenants.
Exactly 266,279 New York City families
live in a rent stabilized apartment with
a preferential rent - a discount that can
be taken away at lease renewal, leading
to a sudden increase of hundreds of dol-
lars. The vacancy bonus gives landlords
a 20 percent increase in rent each time
an apartment turns over, incentivizing
harassment of long term tenants. There
are rent bills that prevent this kind of
exploitation, which the New York State
Assembly has passed but the New York
State Senate has yet to act upon.

Our impetus for engaging Sena-
tor Klein on this issue is rooted in the
critical role that the senator plays as the
leader of the Independent Democratic
Conference (IDC). Senator Klein has in-
dicated time and again that he helped
co-found the IDC as a way to pass pro-
gressive laws in a legislative chamber
that historically has been unfriendly to
progressive causes. The New York State
Assembly has already passed several
good pieces of rent reform legislation,
but unless the State Senate brings these
bills to the floor, they will die. In order
to allay the fears and anxiety of Bronx
tenants, Senator Klein can ask his ally,
the Republican leader of the State Sen-
ate, to include these laws in the budget
package this year and demonstrate his
willingness to stand for progressive leg-
islation.

Juan Nunez is vice president, board of
directors for the Northwest Bronx Com-
munity & Clergy Coalition.

KEEP THE ART OF LETTER
WRITING ALIVE!

WRITE TO THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:
3400 RESERVOIR OVALE. , BRONX, NY 10467

OR EMAIL DCRUZ@NORWOODNEWS.ORG

LETTERS SHOULD BE 400 WORDS MAX, AND INCLUDE AUTHOR'S NAME. ANONYMOUS LETTERS
WITHOUT A NAME AND/OR ADDRESS WILL NOT BE PUBLISHED. NAMES ARE WITHHELD UPON REQUEST.
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Follow the Norwood News
on Facebook and
@norwoodnews on Twitter
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Opinion
Take the NYC

School Survey
By March 29

By GENEAL CHACON

Every year, I take the New York
School Survey to let my school know
what really matters to me and I encour-
age Bronx families to participate too
at nycschoolsurvey.org by Thursday,
March 29.

I'm a proud public school parent,
with kids at PS 277 and MS 223. I love my
kids’ schools, so I want to do everything
I can to help them improve and partner
with them to put my kids on a path to
success. The NYC School Survey is an
opportunity for parents like me to help
my school understand where they're do-
ing well and where they can improve. I
can share feedback on issues that are
very important to me, like:

« How I am treated as a parent when I
come to the school,

» How my child’s teachers involve me
in their education, and

» The overall education my child re-
ceives.

The best leaders understand that all
feedback is a request: stop doing this,
start doing that, or continue doing what
works. When I take the survey, I am ask-
ing my child’s principal, teachers and

the school community to consider the
experience of my child and family when
they think about how to make our school
better and make decisions about what to
improve.

I encourage all parents who want to
have a voice in their children’s educa-
tional opportunities and successful out-
comes to take the survey and be heard.
Please take the 2018 NYC School survey
at nycschoolsurvey.org by Thursday,
March 29.

Geneal Chacon is a resident of the
West Bronx, a parent of three public
school students, a former Parent Asso-
ciation president and President’s Coun-
cil and School Leadership member at PS
277, and currently serves as the Bronx
Borough President’s representative on the
Panel for Educational Policy.

TO REPORT A
STORY TO THE
NORWOOD NEWS,

CALL US AT
718-324-4998
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By DAVID GREENE

This week we asked local residents their thoughts on the recent decision to
rezone a large chunk of Jerome Avenue, a lofty plan that looks to bring 4000

units of affordable housing in the coming years

L]

L 1
]:.’f 5.

Before you rezone the area, where
are the parking spaces going to be?
You have no parking, the garages are
filled, the schools are overcrowded.
Before you start rezoning you need to
come up with a cohesive plan. This is
just taking the people who have been
here for 20 or 30 years and throwing
us to the sidelines and making it
whatever the public policy is. They
haven’t thought about the people
who have lived and worked here for a
long time. For us it’s unfair. You can’t
just bring in every new person in the
world.

Victor DeRosa

Norwood

I’m for it, totally. We need to help the
people. It’s a good thing because
rents are so expensive. The cost of
living is out of control. | don’t think it
will really affect me, | don’t have a car.
Overall, | think it's a good thing.
Steve Bobker

Van Cortlandt Park South

Affordable housing isn’t really
affordable. Parking is going to

get much worse and there’s too
many people here anyway. We're
overloaded with people. Where

will they build it, on top of another
building? That’s what I'm saying. And
you have three kids and they give you
two bedrooms and the bedrooms are
two by four, so who could sleep. It’s
not affordable, no it's not.

Joan Carter
Bedford Park

I’m against that, why? Because it’s
crowded as it is already and rezoning
4000 individuals to this area, God only
knows what kind of individuals we're
talking about. Are we talking about
affluent people or are we talking
gentrification at its best and all of the
prices on gas and food and small
toiletries are going to shoot above? |
don’t know how it’s going to turn out
if you do this. It just doesn’t make
sense. If they continue to build here,
you can say goodbye to our parks.

Francisco Tirado
Norwood

St. Patrick’s Home
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center

“Where it all began”

Short-Term Rehabilitation and
Long-Term Care
Physical, Occupational & Speech

Therapy

Daily Mass in our Chapel
Restorative Nursing

Wound Care

Therapeutic Recreation
Memory Program
Palliative Care

Pastoral Care

Psychological Services
Gift Shop & Coffee Shop
And many other services...

66 Van Cortlandt Park

Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929

What are they going to do with the
residents already here, force them
out? I mean | think it's great that
people get a chance to occupy space
that’s not being used, if it’s affordable
because the rents are outrageous. But
then again, if it becomes overcrowded
and some people who come with low
incomes, some of them come out of
jail and some come from shelters and
at some point the crime rate may go
up. They should spread out the 4000
units all over the city. They should
absolutely spread it out and not
concentrate on one isolated area.

Randy Jewels
Bedford Park

South, Bronx, NY 10463

Tel: 718-519-2800

Fax: 718-304-1817
www.stpatrickshome.org

[ l : FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME



March 29-April 11, 2018 ¢ Norwood News ® 5

No One Seriously Injured
In Norwood Blaze

= b Ty

Photo by David Cruz

A FIREFIGHTER ASSESSES the damage at an apartment on the sixth floor.

By DAVID CRUZ

Three people, including two fire-
fighters, suffered minor injuries in
a fire that displaced one family in
a sixth-story apartment in the Nor-
wood section of the Bronx. Three of
the units on the sixth floor were se-
riously damaged by the blaze. About
25 crews responded to the fire.

The blaze happened on March 19
just before noon at 55 E. 208th St.,
between DeKalb and Kossuth av-
enues, sending families fleeing the
building. Plumes of smoke billowed
out the sixth floor for at least 45
minutes, according to one resident.
Smoke odors could be picked up for
a least a quarter mile.

“It looks like a possible plumb-
er’s torch on the fifth floor--lit a fire
which got into the large space un-

derneath the roof and the top floor
ceiling. Spread very rapidly,” said
FDNY chief Joseph Saccente, add-
ing the fire started at the “pipes
between the kitchen and the bath-
room.”

Several floors down, resident Ma-
rinaZaprianovafrantically searched
for several of her rescue cats that
jumped from her apartment. At least
five of them were found.

The city Department of Buildings
issued a partial vacate order, man-
dating that residents in 15 apart-
ments along the building’s A, B, and
C lines be emptied. Meantime, Con
Edison turned off the gas.

Editor’s Note: The Norwood
News produced a video package on
this fire. It can be found on www.nor-
woodnews.org.

Photo by David Cruz

FDNY CREWS ON the roof of 55 E. 208th St.

‘ﬁainbridge is a wonderful place,

I have many friends and I get to socialize.
Why should | stay home alone
when I have a family here?
- Registrant since 1996

We would like to invite you to our

Qpeen tHouse!

This Monday & Thursday,
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Find out how you or a loved one
can fake part in our
Day Health Care Program in a

warm, caring, & nurturing environment.

SERVICES:

* Nursing, Medical Care
and Health Monitoring
* Case Management and
Coordination

* Therapy Services
(physical, occupational,
speech)

* Breakfast, Snacks, and
Lunch provided daily

* Fun activities and trips

* Free Wi-Fi and access to

computers

Free Door-to-door
TRANSPORTATION!

Se habla espafiol
Mbl roBopMM No pyccKu

RSVP Contact
Adriana Garcia

Q__\B BAINBRIDGE

3518 Bainbridge Avenue * Bronx, New York 10467
Tel: (718) 653-2273 - Fax: (718) 882-6610
www.BainbridgeDayCares.com * info@BainbridgeDayCares.com
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Fund Set for
Norwood Student
Who Died in
Belmont Blaze

By DAVID GREENE

A special fund created to help the
family of the late MS 80 student who
died in a horrific fire in Belmont has
so far to date raised $5,000 and hopes to
raise a total of $15,000.

Jordan Conde (pictured below),
14, was a Tth grader at the Norwood
school. According to the posting by an
unknown author, “Jordan was the class
clown that everybody loved,” adding,
“(Jordan) was able to attract everyone’s
attention in the entire school.”

The blaze broke out on the first floor
of an apartment building at 2381 Hoff-
man St. at 1:30 a.m. on March 5, where
the Conde family lived on the second
floor. The fire killed Jordan and his
unidentified stepfather, who were
trapped by the flames inside the apart-
ment. More than a dozen others were
injured.

Those donating to the fund left
heartfelt messages for the surviving
family members. Teacher Miriam Ri-
vera wrote, “Jordan was also my stu-
dent in the second grade. My heart is
broken. My prayers are with his fam-
ily.” She added, “I will never forget him
and the laughter we shared. God bless
you Jordan, see you later!”

The fund will help cover the cost of
the $6,000 funeral handled by the John
J. Fox & Sons Funeral home in Bedford
Park. Leftover funds will go to Jordan’s
mother and sister who suffered serious
injuries in the fire as well as losing all
of the family’s personal possessions.

Those wishing to donate can log on
to the website at:

https://www.youcaring.com/jor-
dancondebriannacondeevelynconde-
1129566.

BID to Unveil “Norwood Column”...And It Needs Your Help

By NIALL RIDGLEY

What’s your favorite food? Where do
you like to hang out? The Jerome-Gun
Hill Business Improvement District (BID)
wants to pick your brain for answers to
these questions, and others, as part of an
art installation slated for placement this
spring.

The installation, a project, between
the BID and the city Department of Trans-
portation (DOT'), in the shape of a column,
will display posters with quotes solicited
from the community. It will be located at
the intersection of the Grand Concourse
and Mosholu Parkway, one of several gate-
ways into Norwood’s commercial strip.

Jenny Hung was commissioned to de-
sign the project, dubbed the “Norwood
Column,” which involves posters to be
updated every eight weeks, rotating her
collection to feature residents’ answers to
new sets of questions.

The BID promotes some 200 shopkeep-
ers in the area running along Jerome
Avenue between East Mosholu Parkway
North and East Gun Hill Road, and along
East Gun Hill Road between Jerome and
Webster avenues. Ingrained in its mis-
sion is beautifying the area in hopes of
making the shopping corridor attractive
to shoppers. The installation hopes to ac-
complish just this.

Hung beat out all other proposals be-
cause of her installation’s focus on com-
munity reflection, with her inclusion of
community extending even to the typog-
raphy in which the community’s thoughts

Photo by Niall Ridgley

FUTURE LOCATION OF the “Norwood Column” art installation at the Grand Con-

course and Mosholu Parkway.

will be presented.

In an interview with the Norwood
News, Jennifer Tausig, executive direc-
tor of the BID, said Hung will model the
posters’ typography off the unique let-
tering styles found at commercial signs
around Norwood businesses. “These
are all letters that are reflected in the
Norwood community, like that’s Bronx
Sports, that’s Big G Deli,” Tausig said,
showing an example of the letters cho-
sen. “[Hung] wants to use familiar ty-
pography to make the different posters.”

Tausig said the artwork will be up for
11 months, with arotating theme updated
every six weeks. “So we came up with six
sort-of themes with questions that we

want responses from the community for.
These are things like favorite foods, fa-
vorite places, favorite people — you know
our leaders in the community, and sort
of people’s visions.”

“We are hopeful that the community
will see value in it and want to be a part
of it... It’s art reflective of the community
for people who are working here, living
here, visiting here,” Tausig added.

Community members looking to sub-
mit responses are encouraged to follow
the link to a submission form available
online through the BID’s Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/jghbid/ or
at their Instagram at @jeromegunhill-
bid.

New Gallery at Kittay

House

Photo by Miriam Quinones
KITTY FABRICO (L) with her husband Steve and curator Victoria Marin (c), attend the Kittay House gallery exhibit opening
featuring artworks painted by Kitty. The exhibit, dubbed “Shades of Dark and Light — Fine Portraits of People and Nature,”
opened at the Kittay House, a senior home in Kingsbridge Heights, on March 20. It celebrated the work of the 86-year-old
artist, a Holocaust survivor. The display was made possible from a grant by Councilman Fernando Cabrera, who represents
the district.
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HEALTH

CHECK

How Seniors Can Spring
To a Healthier Season

By MONTEFIORE DIAMOND CARE

Spring is a time when there are
lots of fresh fruits and vegetables
available. Make sure to eat a wide va-
riety of colorful fruits and vegetables,
and take advantage of all the produce
that is in season to try healthy and de-
licious recipes!

Spring Cleaning

Spring is always a good time to
clear away winter clutter.

In your home, make sure to keep
walkways and hallways clear and try
to cut down on clutter in your home
to help avoid falls. It is always a good
idea to wipe away any dust that has
built up and to get fresh air by open-
ing windows. Spring is also a good

time to check the batteries in your
smoke and carbon monoxide detec-
tors. However, do not try to use a lad-
der or move heavy furniture or other
objects on your own; always ask for
help.

In your garden or outside of your
home, be careful of and make sure to
report and address any uneven, unsta-
ble, or broken pavement or stairs that
may have occurred during the win-
ter. Also, be aware of any tree limbs,
branches, roots, or stumps that may
have fallen or been exposed during
the winter. And always ask for help!

Exercise
It is a great idea to take advantage
of the warmer weather and spend

some time outside in the fresh air and
sunshine. Spring is a great time to
go for a walk or do other outdoor ac-
tivities. When spending time outside,
make sure to remember a few key
safety tips:

Always make sure to wear the
proper footwear when doing any ex-
ercise, especially outdoors. Sneak-
ers or shoes with rubber soles are the
best and safest option to help provide
proper support and prevent slips and
falls on uneven or slippery ground.
Also make sure to wear the proper
clothing.

Although it is usually warm in the
spring, the weather can be change-
able. Wear clothes in lightweight fab-
rics and light colors that have a looser
fit; these will help prevent you from
getting too hot. But also make sure
to bring a lightweight jacket with
you in case it gets cold. Wearing lay-
ers is ideal in case the temperature
changes.

1

Follow the Norwood News
on Facebook and
@norwoodnews on Twitter

Make sure to stay hydrated and
drink plenty of water when the
weather gets warmer, especially if
you are doing any outdoor activity.

Make sure to always wear sun-
screen when doing any outdoor activ-
ity, even when it is cloudy! Sunscreen
with SPF between 30 and 50 will keep
you protected from harmful UV rays.
Also, remember to continually reap-
ply every few hours.

Editor’s Note: Montefiore Dia-
mond Care is a health plan that helps
Medicaid recipients in the Bronx and
Westchester areas who suffer from a
long-term illness to live safely and in-
dependently in their own homes. The
plan offers services such as home care,
audiology, dental care, vision care, per-
sonal assistance, adult day care, home-
delivered meals, medical appointment
coordination and transportation to
medical appointments. To learn more,
call 1-855-55-MONTE.

errors. Substantial
Member FDIC.

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is as of January 13, 2018, and is subject to change without notice.
Maximum depositis $250,000.FDIC regulations apply. The bank is not responsible for typographical
penalties for early withdrawal. Fees could

Finally, 8 CD rate that's

easy to warm up to.

4 Year IRA CD

2 . $500 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

Available only at branch locations.

Visit us at www.ridgewoodbank.com, in branch

or call (877) 417-6547 for details.

reduce earnings.

MEMBER

RIDGEIMI])
SAVINGS BANK
mu/t[lo/# the (gooc{
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If It's Edlble Why Is It StlII Thrown Out?

The Norwood News, in partnershlp with WFUV radio and BronxNet television, continue its
five-part series on food insecurity issues impacting the Bronx and its residents.

By ROWAN HORNBECK of WA/ v
Every day, more than a million New
Yorkers live without enough food to eat.
At the same time, millions of tons of ed-
ible food go directly from supermarket
shelves to dumpsters to landfills.

But some organizations are working
to bridge that gap.

“It doesn’t make any sense for people
to be going hungry in the United States
when we have all this food available,”
said Kevin Mullins, co-founder of the
Connecticut-based non-profit Food Res-
cue US.

Food Rescue US doesn’t operate in
New York, but they’re very similar to
City Harvest, which operates in the five
boroughs. Mullins and his teams of vol-
unteers pick up high quality food dona-
tions from businesses like caterers and
grocers and bring the food to those in
need.

Mullins said that they’ve saved soup
kitchens and food pantries tens of thou-
sands of dollars in food costs, and that
for every dollar donated to their organi-
zation to cover overhead costs, they can
rescue 20 meals’ worth of food. “It was
like turning a tap on and not being able
to turn it off,” Mullins said of discarded
food. “We knew there was a lot of food go-
ing to waste... we had no idea what we
were in for.”

Businesses in New York City throw
away roughly 650,000 tons of food every
year, a large percentage of which is still
high quality food that could be eaten.
Mullins said many businesses want to
donate food, but are worried about re-
percussions. “One of the first reactions
we almost always hear is, ‘Oh, we would
love to help but we can’t because we don’t
want to be held liable,”” Mullins said.

The federal Good Samaritan Act pro-
tects businesses from this. It states that
organizations serving the needy in good
faith can’t be held liable for the transfer
of goods. Because of the legislation, Mul-
lins said, “we’re able to, with confidence,
say ‘no, actually you're protected by fed-
eral law.”” To be clear though, needy

Photo courtesy city Department of Sanitation

THE CITY DEPARTMENT of Sanitation is handing out these specially-marked bins for
food recycling as a way to reduce the city’s carbon “foodprint.”

families aren’t being fed garbage. All
donations have to meet legal standards.
Under New York State law, donated food
must be inspected by the donor before
giving it away to ensure it is fit for hu-
man consumption. If businesses don’t
inspect it carefully, they may be liable
for bad food that’s donated.

In New York City, not only are busi-
nesses protected from liability when do-
nating food, they’re also, in some cases,
required to dispose of food waste more
responsibly. Food service establish-
ments, manufacturers, and wholesalers
over a certain size are required by law
to separate their organic waste.

The Foundation for New York’s
Strongest — the non-profit arm of the
city Department of Sanitation (DSNY)
-- works with businesses to cut back on
their food waste through prevention, re-
covery and recycling efforts. In 2017, the
foundation hosted its first Food Waste
Fair where businesses could discuss

cost effective ways to reduce the amount
of food that goes unused, donate remain-
ing edible food, or compost additional
organic waste.

A recent study by the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council (NRDC), an en-
vironmental advocacy group, suggests
that the city could meet as much as 23
percent of its meal gap if it donated ex-
cess food rather than throwing it away.

According to the NRDC, businesses
waste perfectly edible food because they
overstock shelves, discard food a few
days before its sell-by date, or are forced
to buy in bulk from retailers.

Consumers expect to see overflowing
aisles of unblemished produce, but this
means businesses have to stock more
than they can sell, according to the re-
port. This can have enormous economic
costs. The USDA estimates that wasted
produce costs US retailers more than
$15 billion annually. The most common
foods to be discarded are produce, dairy,

and meat — the same fresh items low-
er-income households throughout the
country have the least access to.

Businesses aren’t the only ones who
feel the economic cost of food waste.
The NRDC says the average four-per-
son household in the US wastes 1,000
pounds of food, worth about $1,500 ev-
ery year. Most household food waste
comes from buying too much or throw-
ing away food that’s still good, even
though it’s past the printed expiration
date.

New York offers educational re-
sources for residents to help them re-
duce food waste. The state Department
of Environmental Conservation sug-
gests freezing foods or preparing them
right away to prevent spoilage. They
also offer online resources to check the
shelflife of various items.

While food waste can be a financial
burden, it also takes a toll on the envi-
ronment. Food waste produces roughly
the same amount of greenhouse gases as
37 million cars. The NRDC says the best
way to cut back on emissions is to donate
the large amount of edible food before it
hits a landfill.

When food can’t be salvaged, how-
ever, there may still be more sustainable
ways to get rid of it. Composting can help
scale back greenhouse gas emissions be-
cause food is no longer going to landfills
where it produces methane gas.

New York City is rolling out its or-
ganic waste recycling program. Its goal
istoreach all residents by the end of this
year. Building landlords, their manage-
ment companies, and homeowners in
participating neighborhoods can re-
quest a brown bin for food scraps, food-
soiled paper, and yard waste. DSNY says
the scraps collected will be turned into
compost or natural gas to fuel vehicles
or power homes.

Mullins of Food Rescue US said
the environmental impact is huge, but
it wasn’t what drove him to start his
group. “It’s an absolutely amazing sec-
ondary benefit for us that at the same
time we’re able to make a positive im-
pact on the environment,” he said.
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Chlpplng Away at NYC Schools Segregatlon

By DAVID CRUZ

In the school cafeteria of PS 73 in
the Concourse section of the Bronx on
March 8, a discussion on how to im-
prove diversity across the city’s public
school system had finally put the issue
of school desegregation at the forefront.

It was the first of five town hall dis-
cussions on the topic, a product of the
city Department of Education’s (DOE)
Equity & Excellence for All plan. The
plan, announced last year, seeks ways
to promote a healthier mix of ethnicities
across the borough.

The plan was also the product of
Councilman Ritchie’s Torres’ bill he co-
authored with Brooklyn Councilman
Brad Landers that sought a greater eth-
nic balance in schools in the hopes that
a child’s exposure to an ethnicity not
their own can prepare them for a more
globalized world in the years ahead.

And while the city has placed school
diversity at the forefront, neither Mayor
Bill de Blasio nor his appointees at the
city DOE will concede the plan is in-
tended to desegregate a public school
system that’s been operating on segre-
gated terms for decades.

“Words matter. Because how can
you prescribe the right solution when
you refuse to even diagnose the prob-
lem correctly? And the administra-
tion is loathed to acknowledge that our
school system is segregated,” said Tor-
res, speaking to the Norwood News from
his office on Bathgate Avenue. The city’s
stance, Torres notes, falls in line with
denialism.

But the group’s formation is as close
the DOE will admit to suggesting segre-
gation, while unintended, is systemic.
That’s evident at the Concourse school,
where its neighborhood is predomi-
nantly home to black and Hispanic stu-
dents, and one of the more segregated
communities in the city.

A Decades Long Problem

Undoing school segregation is quite
lofty. In a city impacted by the effects
of redlining, a federal policy where so-
called “hazardous populations” com-
prised of mostly minority neighbor-
hoods were deliberately deprived of
investment, leading to a segregated city,
a segregated school system soon fol-
lowed.

Eventoday, current zoning laws have
been drafted to keep affordable housing
units reserved for low-income earners

Photo by David Cruz

COUNCILMAN RITCHIE TORRES is among the small chorus of politicians pointing
out the pattern of school segregation within the city’s public school system.

out of wealthier, whiter neighborhoods
such as the case in the East Bronx com-
munities of Country Club, Edgewater
Park, and City Island. In 2004, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg recommended downzo-
ning, reinforcing segregation that’s bled
into the school system.

But while the city has chipped away
at housing segregation, up to this point
it has allowed school segregation to
worsen. A 2014 UCLA study revealed
that a black student in New York City
only attended public school with 17 per-
cent of white students in 2010, down six
percent when compared to 1970.

The simple though often complex ed-
ucational policies imposed by the public
school system make it difficult to go for
an easy fix. On the elementary and mid-
dle school front, parents typically send
their children to schools closest to their
home. In a city already plagued by hous-
ing segregation, this practice only pro-
mulgates segregation.

A data map available from Inte-
grateNYC, a nonprofit pushing for di-
versity across the school system, shows
white students are separated from black
and Hispanic students across the New
York City public school system. Mean-
time, another map by the Anti-Discrim-
ination Center, which litigates cases in-
volving alleged discrimination, shows
a deep disparity between where whites
and minorities live. Overlapping the
datasets together will show a relation-
ship between segregated schools and
communities.

“The evidence is clear that wherever
you have racially concentrated poverty
you’ll have far worse academic out-

Photo courtesy Twitter
THE FIRST MEETING by the DOE’s
School Diversity Group drew a large num-
ber of guests.

comes,” said Torres.

The evidence was shown in a 2016 re-
port by Measure of America, a Brooklyn-
based think tank group, where neigh-
borhood disadvantage is tethered to a
low high school graduation rate. Com-
munity District 5, covering the South
Fordham, University Heights, Morris
Heights, and Mount Hope sections of
the Bronx, had the lowest high school
graduation rate in 2015 with only 60.9
percent of students graduating on time.
The neighborhood is largely segregated,
where whites comprise 1.4 percent of the
district’s population.

While the report credits the
Bloomberg-era educational policy of
school choice--where high school stu-
dents can choose to enroll at a school
outside their neighborhood and less
restrictive--for moving the graduation
needle some, high school graduation
rates are still the poorest in largely seg-
regated communities.

School choice itself can pose prob-

lems to desegregating the system since
students rank their schools according to
their preference. Students who choose
to go to their neighborhood school will
get priority, while those who don’t live
in a given community will be given sec-
ondary preference.

For Torres, school choice gives the
“illusion of equity.”

“[TThe truth is those who have the
most money, and the most information
will have the best choice. There are peo-
ple who hire specialists that assist in
navigating the public school system,”
said Torres.

The DOE’s Equity and Excellence
plan is doing away with some of its
school choice criteria that puts students
at the top of admissions preference
come 2019, among them the attendance
of open houses and high school fairs
that had put students at the top of the
list.

Torres’ bill inspired the DOE to
launch a pilot program that allows for
controlled choice, where parents of
students can sign up for their desired
school choice, but adds filters that allow
for a more diverse mix of students.

Despite Torres’ and Landers’ bill
passing, the two were largely alone on
sounding the alarm.

The DOE’s push to desegregate the
system is incremental, Torres suggests.
He’s aware an even greater nudge to
overhaul the system requires too much
political capital. And his colleagues, he
notes, are unwilling to trade it in.

“The attempt to desegregate pub-
lic education is politically treacherous
territory,” said Torres. “There’s no po-
litical constituency for integrating the
schools. So if the mayor were going to
pursue it, he would do so because it’s
the right thing to do not because of his
political interests.”

Editor’s Note: This series is made
possible by a fellowship from Marguerite
Casey Foundation, which supports low-
income families in strengthening their
voice and mobilizing their communities
to achieve a more just and equitable so-
ciety for all. School Diversity Advisory
Group town hall events take place at 6:30
p.m. on the following days: April 17 at
Forest Hills H. S., 67-01 110th St., Queens,
May 15 at CSI H. S. for International
Studies, 100 Essex Dr., Staten Island,
and Frederick Douglass Academy, 2581
7th Ave. Child care, language transla-
tion services, and food are served.
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HUNDREDS OF RESIDENTS took part in the 2nd annual SpringFest held on March 24 at the Mosholu Montefiore Community Center
at 3450 DeKalb Ave. in Norwood. The festival doubled as an open house where residents toured the facility, enjoyed program demon-
strations including an art show, dance class and arts and crafts as well as a bouncy castle for the children. The center also had a tax
professional on hand to assist with free tax preparation. Photos by David Greene; captions by David Cruz.

T

HERE’S SOMETHING FUN: Taxes! This tax preparer offers
free tax assistance for guests of Mosholu Montefiore Com-
munity Center.

YOUNGSTERS TAKE ADVANTAGE of the free
arts and crafts demonstration during the free open
house.

KADIRA DOW, AGE 6, slides down the bouncy castle
during MMCC'’s free open house.

ARTIST ANNINH STEINBERGEN, an MMCC member since
1990, holds her self-portrait and a ceramic duck she created
at the center’s arts and crafts class.

MMCC STAFFER STACI PEARSON (r) shows guests how to make a paper airplane.
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Register Now! MMCC Spring
Saturday Academy Programs

Performing Arts | Creative Arts | Academic Enrichment | Sports & Recreation
8 Saturdays beginning April 14 | In-Person Registration April 7, 2018

Visit MMCC.ORG for Descriptions, Fees, and to Register!

Taekwon-Do School Girls Spring Softball Swimming Program Theatre Workshop
Begins April 14 Season begins April 14 at Fordham University Perform in Charlie & the
Grades K-6 Ages 7-12 441 E. Fordham Rd. Bronx Chocolate Factory
Ages 4-16 Grades 3-8

Day Care Mosholu Day Camp Spring T-Ball & Cartooning
Ages 1-4 June 27-August 16,2018 Baseball 2D-Design,
Ages 5-16 Season begi i Drawing & Cartooni
. gins Apr|| 14 awing artooning
Register Now thru March 31 & Boys and girls ages 4-12 Grades 3-8

SAVE $100 off a full summer!

For more Info and a FREE Brochure,
CALL (718) 882-4000, ext. 0 or VISIT mmcc.org today!

MM s .,,@m. Uz2IT @

T:I::“ Mosholu Montefiore Community Center - 3450 Dekalb Avenue | Bronx, New York 10467
718.882.4000 | info@mmcc.org | www.mmcc.org
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Professional Directory
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Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Ave., Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0-26 years.

General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD. Open Monday-Friday
9 a.m. - 8 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. (718) 881-8999.

THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!

COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND Computer Repair
Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to Upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen,
Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue broken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James

(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill
Business Improvement District.
Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment
Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946
for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

Epiphany Lutheran Church
A PLACE OF GRACE IN NORWOOD, 3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY
Phone: (718) 652-6839 Web Site: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP - Sundays at noon BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.
THRIFT SHOP - Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America God’s work -- our hands

HELP WANTED

Construction workers needed. Laborers, handymen, electricians, drivers and
computer internet assistant. (267) 288-8738.

The Norwood News seeks an advertising representative to help grow the
Bronx’s best community newspaper. Applicants must be self-starters with
some sales experience. Salary plus commission in the form of a quarterly bo-
nus. Email resume to deruz@norwoodnews.org.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

APARTMENT)

A business of our own. Frendzhelpingfrendz.com. Steve Dunckley BC02646.

ROOM FOR RENT

FOR RENT

Furnished Large Room, 2 Beds, AC, cable, phone and internet included. Re-
sponsible person with good credit and proof of income need only apply. Near
4 and D trains, near Kingsbridge and Jerome avenues, next to Armory Rink.
Call (347) 272-0814.

7~

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF., AMO*

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE ORGANIZATION _ Follow the Norwood News

1601 Broruidale Averue - Broxix, MY 10462 - T 718 518 8000 - P 718 518 8585 on Facebook and .
Wi Langsanipropetysenioes. oom @norwoodnews on Twitter
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

Free GED Class

SUNY Bronx Educa-
tional Opportunity Cen-
ter, 1666 Bathgate Ave.
(between 172nd and 173rd
streets), offers tuition-free
class for those 18 and over
interested in obtaining
their GED diploma. Classes
begin on April 16. For more
detailed information, re-
quirements, and to register
(required), call (718) 530-
7000.

Producer Training

Producer training
workshops are available
to Bronxites at BronxNet
Television starting April
9. Topics include field pro-
duction, audio recording,
directing and more. Par-
ticipants who complete the
program will gain access
to professional studios and
equipment free of charge.
To register, email train-
ing@bronxnet.org.

Pre-K Registration

Parents can register
their children born in 2014
for free, full day pre-kin-

dergarten classes at Com-
munity Board 7’s office,
229-A E. 204th St., on March
29 from 1 to 4:30 p.m.. For
more information, call
Jimmy Rivera at (212) 637-
8021 or email jriverall8@
schools.nyc.gov.

Excelsior Scholarship

Applications for the Ex-
celsiorScholarshiparenow
open for new applicants
pursuing a college degree
at city- or state-funded col-
leges/universities for the
2018-19 academic year. Eli-
gible candidates must be
New York State residents,
take 30 credits per year
(including summer and
winter sessions), a family
whose annual household
income is below $110,000,
and be on track to gradu-
ate on time with an asso-
ciate’s degree in two years
or a bachelor’s degree in
four years. Applications
will be accepted through
July 23. For more infor-
mation, and to apply, go to
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/
excelsior/.

GEDs and Paid
Internships

Mosholu Montefiore
Community Center offers
the following for young
adults ages 18 to 24: free
classes and tutoring ses-
sions to prepare for the
exam to get their GED (ori-
entation/registration ses-
sions are held every Thurs-
day at 3512 DeKalb Ave.);
and 14-week paid intern-
ship to those who ae not
employed or enrolled in
school, to receive training
and workshops. For more
information or to make an
appointment, call Jessica
Acevedo or Perlita Mendez
at (718) 652-0282.

Free Tax Filing
Assistance

Free tax filing is avail-
able for families whose to-
tal income is $54,000 or less
or individuals who make
$30,000 or less at the fol-
lowing locations: Mosholu
Montefiore Community
Center, 3450 DeKalb Ave.
(appt: Dewayne Lee at (718)
882-4000 ext. 209 or email

DLee@mmcc.org); and
SUNY Bronx Educational
Opportunity Center, 1666
Bathgate Ave. (appt: (718)
530-7019). Applicants must
bringa W2 and/or 1099 form
or any other proof showing
income, government-issued
ID, social security card
or ITIN number for self,
spouse and dependents, a
1095 health form or health
insurance statements and
bank account information
for those looking to have
their tax refund direct de-
posited. Appointments are
required.

Tax Help

Free tax preparation
services are available at
University Neighborhood
Housing Program, 2715
Bainbridge Ave., with help
from students from Man-
hattan College’s O’Malley
School of Business. The
service is only available
for qualified families with
an income of $54,000 or
less and individuals with a
gross income below $30,000.
Services are available, by

appointment only, as fol-
lows: Wednesdays from 1to
6 p.m. and Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more
information or to schedule
an appointment, call (718)
933-2539.

Scholarship Program

The National Puerto
Rican Day Parade is ac-
cepting applications for
its 2018 National Scholar-
ship Program. The pro-
gram will award a $2,000
scholarship that will go
towards college educa-
tion. Applicants must be
of Puerto Rican descent,
have a 3.0 or higher grade
point average, a high
school senior or freshman
through junior at a two-
or four-year college/uni-
versity, and have a proven
track record of volunteer
work or community ser-
vice. Previous scholar-
ship winners are eligible
to apply. The deadline is
March 30. For more de-
tailed information or to
apply, go to www.nprd-
pinc.org.

BAINSRIDGE NURSING AND RERABLITATION

15 PLEASED T0) OFFER THE FOLLCWING SERVICES:

Short Term Rebabsitatom FT/0T pesch b e

e ReplacrmertTrauma by Rrcaven, Program

Sprraiin firzie Rebsidryten Pgre
W Therigy
Hespice and faatoee Lare
Soecisioed Woeed L Program
Alrssmie's 1 Mgy Cary

ADMISSIONS 7 DaYS A WEEK

(CENTER

B A

3518 Bamnbndge Avenue Bronx, NY 10467

718-655-1991

v, BainbridgeCares.com
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Out &Ab out

Compiled by JUDY NOY

EDITOR’S PICK

Spring Egg Hunt

The public is invited to a free spring egg hunt at the
Williamsbridge Oval on March 31 from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m. for ages to 11 years. Events include egg hunt,
carnival games, helmet distribution, arts & crafts,
relay races, and visit from Easter bunny. Bring a
can of food for donation to local pantry. For more
information, call (718) 543-8672.

Onstage

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E.
Kingsbridge Rd., presents Jazz Concert,
presented by the Celia Cruz H.S. of
Music Jazz Band, April 11 at 6 p.m.

For more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org.

Office of the Bronx Borough President
Ruben Diaz Jr. presents 2nd annual
Bronx Gospel Concert, April 7 f rom
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., featuring a variety of
performers, at 177 Dreiser Loop, Coop
City auditorium. Must RSVP and must
have a ticket (free for seniors). Events
include vendor and sponsor tables
and refreshments for sale. Concert is
scheduled for 12:30 to 3 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 590-6248.

Lehman College’s Lovinger Theatre, 250
Bedford Pk. Blvd., W., presents East
Meets West featuring members of the
Bronx Arts Ensemble (BAE), April 7 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15/$25 at the
door. For more information, call BAE at
(718) 601-7399.

Pregones Theatre, 571-575 Walton Ave.,
presents International Contemporary
Ensemble + UpBeat NC, March 31 at
8 p.m. Tickets (non refundable) are $15/
rows B&C; $30/advance online sales
only; $50/at the door; 25% off regular
admission for members. For more
information, call (718) 585-1202.

Hostos Community College, 450 Grand
Concourse, presents free concert,
Viento de Agua, April 14 at 11:30 a.m.

in the Repertory Theatre at the Hostos
Center for the Arts & Culture preceded
by a pre-peformance arts workshop at
10:30 a.m. Tickets are required. For more
information, call (718) 518-4455.

Events

Lehman College’s Lovinger Theatre,

250 Bedford Pk. Blvd., W., presents
film, “From Nowhere,” story of three
undocumented Bronx high school
seniors and the obstacles they face
while trying to pursue the American
dream, April 18 at 7 p.m., followed by a
Q&A. Tickets ($10/general public) and
donations ($5/suggested) can be made
at the door. Students with student ID are

File photo
SPRING TO WILLIAMSBRIDGE Oval Park on March 31 for the annual Spring
Egg Hunt (see Editor’s Pick for more details).

admitted free. For more information, call
(718) 960-8535.

Williamsbridge Oval presents free Tiny
Prints: Baby and Toddler Program,
Mondays 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. and
Fridays 12:15 to 1:15 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 543-8672.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W.
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family Art
Projects: Pastel Eggs in Watercolors, to
hear story, then make painting, March
31 and April 1; and Rock With the Rock
Pigeons, to learn how pigeons carried
secret messages, then in costume, join
sing-along and storyteller, April 7 and

8; both in the WH House from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Grounds admission is free until
noon Tuesdays and Saturdays all year.
For more information and a schedule of
events including tours and walks, call
(718) 549-3200.

Bronx County Historical Society (BCHS)
presents Bronx Brewery Legacy Trolley
Tour, April 7 from noon to 5 p.m., to visit
Bronx breweries and beer halls ($40).
Tours start at the Woodlawn Cemetery
Jerome Avenue entrance. For more

information, call BCHS at (718) 881-8900.

Exhibits

The Museum of Bronx History, 3266
Bainbridge Ave. (208th Street), presents
Bronx Expo - The Starlight Park
Story, April 12 (opening reception from
4:30 to 7 p.m.) through Sept. 30; and
Women’s Suffrage and New York City:
A Centennial Celebration, April 12,
2018 through April 11, 2019. For more
information, call (718) 881-8900.

New York Botanical Garden presents
Orchid Show, through April 22, in

the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory ($28/
members 21 years+; $38/non members).
For more information, call (718) 817-
8616.

Bronx Documentary Center, 614
Courtlandt Ave., presents exhibit “Father
Figure: Exploring Alternative Notions
of Black Fatherhood,” through March
31, Thursdays and Fridays 3 to 7 p.m.
and Saturdays and Sundays 1 to 5 p.m.
For more information, call (718) 993-
3512.

Photo courtesy Joshua Bright
A WORKSHOP ON photographing local landscapes is scheduled in April, just a
number of upcoming events at Wave Hill (see more activities under “Events”).

The Bronx County Historical Society
presents What Lies Beneath -
Cemeteries of the Bronx, through April
8, at the Museum of Bronx History, 3266
Bainbridge Ave. (208th Street). For more
information, call (718) 881-8900.

Bronx Museum of the Arts, 1040 Grand
Concourse (at 165th Street), presents
Gordon Matta-Clark: Anarchitect, and
Susannah Ray: A Further Shore, both
through April 8. For more information, call
(718) 681-6000.

Library Events

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E.
Kingsbridge Rd., presents for children:
Hands-on Projects: (ages 5 to 12;
preregistration required): Sun Collage
Making, March 29 at 4 p.m.; and
Bilingual Birdies Spanish Series at 2
p-m.: (all ages), Spanish teachers play
guitar, percussion, and use puppets,
ending in bubble dance party, April 7
and 14. Teens/young adults can enjoy
film: “Spider-Man,” March 30 at 3:30
p.m. Adults can attend film: “The
Shack,” March 31 at 2:30 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or
visit www.nypl.org.

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th St.,
offers for children: Crafty Fridays at 3
p-m.: (ages 5 to 12), crafts, March 30,
April 6 and 13; Toddler Storytime at
10:30 a.m.: (18 to 36 months), interactive
stories, action songs, fingerplays and
crafts, April 5 and 12; STEM: Kids
Science at 3 p.m.: (ages 5 to 12), April 3
and 10; and Build a Puppet Workshop:
(ages 5 to 12), to make puppets from
arts and crafts materials, April 4 at

3:30 p.m. Adults can attend: Knitting
Circle: Thursdays at 3 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 882-8239.

A HAPPY AND HEALTHY PASSOVER
TO ALL OUR JEWISH READERS AND
A JOYOUS EASTER TO ALL OUR
CHRISTIAN READERS!

NOTE: /tems for consideration may

be mailed to our office or sent to
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and
should be received by April 2 for the next
publication date of April 12.
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Battle Sprouts at Risse Garden

(continued from page 1)

little recourse. The agency, for better or
worse, leaves it to gardens to enforce their
bylaws.

“Responsibility that the gardeners
have is to operator above board, on the re-
cord, in some agreed upon fashion,” said
Carson.

A Growing Problem

The seeds of friction were sown in Oct.
2016 when talk of a pond project inside the
garden was in the works. The project’s pre-
construction phase hadn’t gone as smooth
as it should have, Carson said, citing costs
and a vague plan to build it.

The criticism drew the ire of the pond’s
volunteer project manager, Brendan
O’Regan. After writing an email outlin-
ing ways to improve construction of the
project while also relaying her concerns to
Community Board 7, Carson alleges that
O’Regan lobbied garden members to re-
move most of her privileges. O’'Regan told
the Norwood News the situation could’ve
been handled without Carson bringing it
to CB7.

“All she had to do was say put a motion
out on the garden and then say, ‘I want a
vote to do this or do that or stop the pond,”
said O’Regan. “She voted for the pond at
that time. If she had any problem, all she
had to do was call immediately a steering
[committee] meeting or a general meeting
of the garden. Call a motion for anything
she chooses too. And she never did that.”

Adding to the issue were two residents
advocating for Carson, claiming to be CB7
members. Though Carson insisted she did
not send them, O’'Regan said their pres-
ence violated the garden’s bylaws which
mandate friends or guests of garden mem-
bers must be civilized.

Despite only four of the five steering
committee members on hand, a vote was
passed to remove Carson’s plant beds
though keeping her membership status.

“I've been punished for speaking
out,” said Carson. “That’s not against the
rules.”

O’Regan admits the steering commit-
tee was down a member but a sanction was
still approved by GreenThumb. “We did
many things in the past without full steer-
ing memberships, which is very normal.
The director of GreenThumb told me. It’s
very normal,” said O’Regan.

GreenThumb

Elizabeth Carson’s relentless crusade
for garden governance (she’s collected
nearly 40,000 signatures in a petition sup-
porting her right to keep her garden beds)
hasraised the question of enforceability of
a garden’s bylaws. Though GreenThumb
offers mediation, it does not police gar-
dens. Rather, garden groups are encour-
aged to resolve conflicts internally. This
contradicting approach confounds Car-
son, who at one point wrote to the director
of GreenThumb questioning its paradox.
For Carson, bylaws should be enforced by
GreenThumb.

“They want to say to a garden, ‘Write
your bylaws, follow your bylaws. It’s on
you,” said Carson of GreenThumb. “We
have bylaws, but they are terribly weak.”

Carson should know. She co-wrote the
bylaws. GreenThumb gardens are now
in the beginning stages of updating their
bylaws, supporting Carson’s view that
GreenThumb is involved with the garden
governance but absolves itself from en-
forceability in messy situations.

O’Regan wants the laws amended too,
though he notes the by-the-book sanction
on Carson was just. “And [GreenThumb]
would have stepped in if there was some-
thing unfair or unjust being done,” said
O’Regan. “That’s their job. And they would
have. And they told me that they would.
But they can’t because there’s nothing un-
fair or unjust being done.”

Lack of funds is to blame for an under-
staffed agency as GreenThumb.

“New York City Parks has worked
closely with Risse Garden over the past
year and continues to do so, offering re-
sources and conflict mediation assistance.
We strive to help our gardens maintain
harmonious environments,” said Kelly
Krause, a Parks Department spokesper-
son.

Currently, GreenThumb’s executive
team staffs 10 outreach coordinators who
work with members for each of the nearly
600 sponsored gardens.

Workloads for each coordinator ap-
pear heavy. In the Bronx, for instance, one
of the two coordinators oversees 69 of the
115 community gardens scattered across
the borough’s city-owned properties. The
other oversees the rest, with 20 more in
Manhattan.

GreenThumb, created in 1978, holds
monthly gardening workshops while of-
fering technical support. The Department
of Parks could not provide a total budget
for GreenThumb, though revealed its cost
on supplies stands at $774,000, with much
of the funds coming from New York City
than ever before. That’s largely due to the
Trump Administration’s constant threat
to do away with its Community Develop-
ment Block Grant program, which at one
point funded 43 percent of GreenThumb’s
budget.

“GreenThumb dodged a bullet last
year when the Community Development
Block Grant wasn’t cut. Working with
New York City Parks, we advocated for
the protection of the program, and it did
receive additional city funding in fiscal
year 2018,” said Lynn Bodnar Kelly, execu-
tive director of New Yorkers for Parks, a
park advocacy group. “However, it’s risky
to have a local program depend so heavily
on federal funding, particularly when the
politics of New York City are so different
from the politics of Washington.”

Among the only things that O’Regan
and Carson could agree on was a faster
outcome on the part of GreenThumb.

“Maybe that’s part of the reason why
this has dragged on for so long,” said
O’Regan of the staffing.

TATNYC'S
1zmmdu TABLE

CELESTE RAMIREZ
President & CEO

CARA Construction Management; Inc.

M/WBE Certified 2006 Visitnyc.gov/mwbe

YOU'VE BUILT YOUR BUSINESS IN NYC, AND NOW NYC WANTS TO INVEST IN YOU.
The Mayor’s Office of Minority and Women-Owned Business Enterprises (M/WBE) provides minority and
women entrepreneurs with opportunities to more easily do business with the City. Get M/WBE certified and
get your business access to low-interest loans, one-on-one assistance, corporate mentorships, and more.

NEW YORK cl'rv m
Minarity snd Women-Owned Business Enterpises

CB7 Honors
Empowered Women

Photo courtesy Marketing and Advertising Solutions
COMMUNITY LEADERS FROM the various professional sectors were hon-
ored at Community Board 7’s second annual Women’s Empowerment Sum-
mit, “Powerful Women Share Their Secrets of Financial Independence and
Success.” The event happened March 24 at Herbert H. Lehman College and
involved panels, mentoring sessions, and workshops about how women can
network for success. The event comes at the end of March’s National Women’s
History Month.
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Sports Medicine

Dr. Arnold Wilson and his team specialize
in treating all of your bone and joint
ailments. For those needing surgery, we
perform minimally invasive techniques.

Dr. Wilson is a recognized leader in hip,
knee, and shoulder surgeries, including
hip and knee replacements and
arthroscopic surgeries.

Physical Therapy

Wilson Orthopaedics also offers a :

full service physical therapy department, | |

open from 7am-7pm weekdays and
Saturdays 9am-1pm.

We accept most insurance, including
workers compensation and no fault.

: |

: |

, Stop by and bring '

,  inthisadto !
75 E. Gun Hill Rd., | receive your !

: |

I
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You can find us at

across from Montefiore Hospital.
Call us at 718-798-1000

FREE drawstring
backpack!

www.wilsonorthopedics.com
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