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SHELTER WORRIES
FOR NORWOQOD

Shelter most likely coming to neighborhood. Site is pending.

Photos by Miriam Quinones\
THESE TWO PROPERTIES -- 3600 Jerome Ave. (top) and 3041 Webster Ave. (bottom) -- in Norwood are under consideration for a home-
less shelter.

By DAVID CRUZ

The city Department of
Homeless Services (DHS) is
mulling over two locations for
its next homeless shelter in
Norwood. They include a car-
pet store on Webster Avenue,
and the site of a former social
services nonprofit on Jerome
Avenue, drawing ire from
neighborhood residents.

Should DHS consider Sam’s
Floor Coverings at 3041 Web-
ster Ave., it would signal yet
another setback for a broad
vision to turn the wide corri-
dor into a bustling residential
and commercial destination.

Community leaders have
expressed outrage over news
of an impending shelter in
Norwood, which they initially

heard about in a story pub-
lished by the Norwood News
in October last year. DHS in-
sisted then that the property
was not being eyed as a site.
But building records re-
viewed by the Norwood News
show the owner of Sam’s
Floor Coverings, Carmine
Rossi, submitted paperwork
proposing that business at

the corner of East Mosholu
Parkway North should be re-
configured specifically for
“philanthropic or non-profit
institution with sleeping ac-
commodations.” The phrase
is common for properties that
house the homeless, as indi-
cated by documents for 233
Landing Rd., a shelter/afford-
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Eulogy for a Public Servant

On a drizzly Monday morning, sev-
eral hundred mourners gathered to
pay their respects for Andrew Sandler,
the former district manager for Com-
munity Board 7 who had died two days
before. It was hard to peg the num-
bers. There were 200, perhaps close to
300 people at Sandler’s funeral, with
elected officials on the city and state
level personally offering condolences.

The large numbers seemed to re-
flect the respect he carried across
communities of Norwood, Bedford
Park, and Riverdale. It could also be
what Sandler symbolized: the unsung
heroes who operate in government.

Sandler was cut from that cloth,
spending years working on citizen
complaints from the time he began
working for then Councilman Oliver
Koppell followed by Councilman An-
drew Cohen. His experience certainly
laid the groundwork for his transi-
tion as district manager for the board,
drafting letters, hearing complaints,
and acting as a facilitator for positive
change. It was a behind-the-scenes role
that befitted Sandler’s nature of work-
ing on behalf of citizens, away from the
spectacle often attached to elected offi-
cials basking in attention.

Across the Brongx, officials on the
local, state and federal level hire staff-
ers to answer citizen complaints. Some
are better than others. And even as the
staffer works the phones, visits a prob-
lem site, stubbornly sticks with the
issue with plenty of follow through,
they’ll likely know that it’s the elected
representative they work for who will
take most of the credit. In the many
press releases thrown our way, seldom
does the elected official thank the men

THE LATE ANDREW SANDLER (second from left) with Friends of Mosholu Parkland
volunteers.

and women working on their behalf. It
would behoove lawmakers to consider
adding their staffers to press releases
to publically thank them for playing
a major role. One takeaway from San-
dler’s death (he was only 31 years old),
is that there are never any guarantees.
Death lurks all over; it can take us at
any given moment.

In many ways, working behind
the scenes is a thankless job. Sandler
didn’t mind. It takes guts to be selfless,
knowing that the work one does comes
from the heart. Results were Sandler’s
juice.

His admiration extended beyond
his funeral. On the Norwood News web-
site shortly after publishing Sandler’s
obituary, a stream of comments char-
acterized Sandler as a go-getter with
the community in mind. “I knew An-
drew since his days with [Councilman]
Koppell,” wrote Walter Algarin. “[The]
consummate public servant, he pos-
sessed vigor and idealism when right-
ing a wrong. He will be sorely missed
in the borough he loved! Rest in peace
my friend.”

Yes, rest in peace, Andrew. You
leave this borough on a high note.

Public and Community Meetings

RESIDENTS LIVING WITHIN the 52nd Precinct’s Sector C division
are invited to a Safety Summit Meeting organized by Neighborhood
Coordination Officers Stephen Urbanowicz and Tara Convery on Aug. 29
at 6 p.m. at Lehman College’s Music Building, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W.
Sector C encompasses from West Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue at
Mosholu Parkway and from Goulden Avenue south to Kingsbridge Road
and west to east along East 196th Street. For more information, email
Stephen.Urbanowicz@nypd.org or Tara.Convery@nypd.org.
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Andrew Sandler, Former CB7 District Manager, Passes Away

By DAVID CRUZ

At the tender age of 31
years old and having spent
a year and a half as Com-
munity Board 7 district
manager, Andrew Michael
Sandler carried a great deal
of respect as shown by the
outpouring of support he re-
ceived at his funeral.

Sandler died on Aug. 5,
the result of a battle with
cancer. His close friends and
loved ones knew his condi-
tion. He wanted few to know.

“He was one of the rare
ones who selflessly just
wanted to help people,”
said Stephanie Sandler, An-
drew’s sister, who confirmed
his death to the Norwood
News. At his funeral on Aug.
7, Stephanie called Sandler a
“superhero.”

Sandler was born on May
8, 1986 to parents Sandra
and the late Albert Sandler,
living his entire life in the
Bronx. He attended Man-
hattan College in 2004, with
ambitions working for gov-

ernment, even as dreams of
being a comedian or film-
maker lurked within his pe-
riphery. He ultimately grad-
uated with honors in 2008
with a bachelor’s degree in
political science and govern-
ment.

After interning at Con-
gressman Eliot Engel’s of-
fice, Sandler found work as
director of community af-
fairs for then Councilman
Oliver Koppell, representing
the 11th Council District.
His expertise in handling
landlord-tenant cases, trans-
portation issues and other
quality of life matters helped
Sandler remain in that post
when Koppell’s successor,
Councilman Andrew Cohen,
took the helm representing
the Norwood district.

“When he set his sights
on taking on a problem, he
was relentless,” Cohen told
the Norwood News. “There’s
no doubt he left the world a
better place than when he
found it.”
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ANDREW SANDLER

Photo courtesy Facebook

Between his commu-
nity involvement and back-
ground in responding to
citizen complaints in the
northwest Bronx, Sandler’s
transition as district man-
ager for Community Board
7 appeared natural. Sandler
maintained he had no politi-
cal aspirations--the role of

working behind the scenes
appealed to him best.
Sandler was hired by
Community Board 7 in Jan-
uary 2016. As most district
manager job duties go, San-
dler served asthe go-between
for city government and con-
stituents. He kept a large
presence within the board’s

neighborhoods of Norwood,
Bedford Park, Kingsbridge
Heights, Fordham, and Uni-
versity Heights. His actions
followed the temperament
of the board. Among them
was the proposed rezoning
of Bedford Park and Kings-
bridge Heights, which re-
sulted in the hiring of an in-
dependent urban planner to
conduct a study.

In January 2017, San-
dler took medical leave. He
vowed to return to work,
doing so on a part-time ba-
sis in June 2017. His condi-
tion soon gave way, having
relied on a home health
aide while working at the
office. Sandler ultimately
resigned from his job.

Funeral services for
Sandler took place Aug.
7 at Riverdale-on-Hudson
Funeral Home. Sandler is
survived by his mother, sis-
ter, sister-in-law Elizabeth
Kountzman, aunt Yvette
Sandler and uncle Ronald
Wallach.
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By DAVID GREENE

This week we asked readers if they plan on voting for Mayor Bill de Blasio in the
upcoming election and whether they believe his proposed millionaire’s tax would
bring enough funds to overhaul the New York City transit system.

| can’t recall if | voted for him initially,
but | don’t think I'd vote for him now
because | feel he’s a little biased
overall, even though his wife is a
woman of color. | think he’s a biased
person and | don’t think he does
enough for the community. The tax
would have to be substantial. But
would the millionaires have a right to
appeal the tax? Because if they can
appeal it--and | know they will-- it’s a
moot point.

Jeannie Resto
Schuylerville

| don’t know if he’d get my vote; has
he been good for us? | don’t feel like
he’s done anything for the people. If
he’s going to tax the rich and give it to
the poor, then I'm with him. Everyone
takes the subway and the city needs
it to survive.

Boris Britvan
Pelham Parkway

“ CONCERNED

Dir. Jay Fensterstock DDS PC

Looking for a
Reason to Smile?

Concerned Dental Care are dental professionals
whose missien is to provide patlents with caring,
gentle and quality dentistry at affordable prices.

Yeah, | think | will vote for him again;
he’s been a reasonable mayor. | think
the tax is a great idea, but will it be
enough? | don’t know, but | think it's a
good start. We have to do something.
Igor Agaromov

Pelham Parkway

E. Mosholu Parkw wy Maorth.

We are people that care about people.

Choose Concerned Dental Care
as your provider today
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Yes, | will vote for him again. To me
he’s been doing a good job. Regarding
the tax, | don’t think it’s going to be
enough to fix the MTA because it’s
become quite a big problem to fix it.
But | do think it’s a good start. | also
think the rich need to start getting
used to giving a little more in taxes.
Frank Ledi

Norwood

¢, MY 10447 Phona

FREE
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| may vote for him again; | think he’s
done a fair job so far. | don’t think the
tax will be enough. We’'re going to need
more than what that tax will raise, but
it's a good idea, a good start.

Nesty Cartagana
Bedford Park
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Securing Kingsbridge Ice Center Funding a Waiting Game

By DAVID CRUZ

In April, the New York State budget
approved by Governor Andrew Cuomo
included a $108 million capital loan to
the developers of the Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center (KNIC), clearing a
major hurdle for the project.

But securing funding for the im-
pending hockey center is one thing.
Exploring the terms is a completely
separate endeavor, and one that could
take months. This delays the project
even more. Completion of it could come
in 2020, three years behind schedule.

And while community stakeholders
and elected officials, including Mayor
Bill de Blasio, prognosticate on when
the project would be approved by the
state, it remains unclear when the ac-
tual loan terms would be finalized. De
Blasio hoped the project would receive
state approval in June. Bronx Borough
President Ruben Diaz Jr., a staunch
supporter of the $350 million project,
expected it in April. Still, the project
has yet to land on the agenda of the
Empire State Development corporation
(ESD), the state authority under the
control of Cuomo. The Board of Direc-
tors meets monthly. At its July 27 meet-
ing, ESD did not place the KNIC project
on its agenda.

ESD is the first stop. Lawyers from
ESD typically work out the loan terms
with lawyers representing any devel-
oper.

Advancing the project simply
hinges on the back and forth negotia-
tions between KNIC developers and
ESD. Cuomo had pushed the state to
earmark the loan to KNIC. Political ob-
servers noted that Cuomo’s approval of
the project stems largely from his alle-
giance to Diaz, whose ambitions to run
for mayor pulled him closer to Cuomo.

In a statement, Amy Varghese, a
spokesperson for ESD, said, “The State
has always been committed to revital-
izing the long-vacant Kingsbridge Ar-
mory, which will bring hundreds of
needed jobs to the Bronx. ESD already
approved $30 million for this project
last year and the remaining $108 mil-
lion was appropriated this year and
will be released after the required pub-
lic approval process.”

KNIC received the funds following
a process, both closed door and public,
that began in August 2015. This time,
the full $108 million is sought, a move
likely motivated by the city’s insistence
that the full $158 million, the amount
needed for the first phase of the proj-
ect, be in hand before any construction

File Photo

THE KINGSBRIDGE ARMORY STANDS vacant years following the New York City
Council’s decision to approve the property for a $350 million ice skating center.

can begin on the city-owned property.
The Armory, located at the corner of
Jerome Avenue and Kingsbridge Road,
is expected to house nine Olympic-size
skating rinks and a 5,000-seat arena.
Funds typically come from one or
several funding streams. In the case of
the $30 million loan, KNIC was offered
the capital loan under the Transforma-
tive Investment Program Fund (TIP).
The initial loan, which represents 7.5
percent of the funds’ $400 million TIP
program, was approved since the proj-

ect passed a number of parameters,
mainly that it could create and retain
private jobs. KNIC received the $30
million loan at an interest rate of seven
percent with the promise it will pay the
loan back in 24 months.

Just what type of program the new
loan falls under remains unclear. A
representative from KNIC did not re-
turn an email seeking response.

Once ESD clears the terms, the proj-
ect moves to the Public Authorities
Control Board (PACB), which gives fi-

nal sign-off on the funds.

Still, negotiations between ESD
and KNIC represent a healthy step
forward for the project that was belea-
guered by years of false starts and re-
cent litigation. The ice project was first
announced by then Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, favoring financier Kevin
Parker’s project. NHL legend Mark
Messier became the face of the project.

KNIC’s legal issues began after
the city insisted on receiving the full
amount for the first phase of the proj-
ect in exchange for the lease release.
This held up development as KNIC
argued in Bronx Supreme Court that
for it to receive the rest of the funds, it
needed to show the state it had a lease
in hand. Early this year the two sides
settled their legal differences.

With legal matters resolved, and
the project back in the state’s hands,
community and elected leaders await
with bated breath on when the state
will clear the project. Once that hap-
pens, the city will continue monitoring
them.

“But we are going to be very strong
in making sure that the private part-
ners do what they commit to do. We
want to see it get done; we believe it
can get done,” de Blasio said at a July
11 town hall in the Bronx. “So I think
we're at a point where we believe it can
happen. We’re going to be all over mon-
itoring it. Anything goes wrong we will
intervene quickly. We really would like
to see it get done.”

SYC 37th Fl Board Room

Screengrab courtesy Empire State Development

THE EMPIRE STATE DEVELOPMENT agency first met to approve loan financing for the Kingsbridge National Ice Center in De-

cember 2015.
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For Fordham University students, living
off campus is a respite from on-campus hous-
ing prices and its rules. It’s worked for Bren-
dan Batcheller, a senior at Fordham’s Gabelli
School of Business. The public accounting
major said living off campus is markedly
cheaper than living within Fordham’s gates.

“The cost of a year’s rent for us is less
than nine months’ worth of living in a dorm,”
Batcheller said in an email. “There is defi-
nitely a greater sense of independence living
off campus--having to deal with a landlord,
paying utilities, fixing things as they come
up, etc. provides a more realistic living situ-
ation than calling [a resident advisor] or Fa-
cilities whenever you have a problem.”

The demand has drawn developers to cre-
ate off-campus housing in Belmont, dubbed
the Bronx’s Little Italy and blocks from Ford-
ham’s campus. This has worried some who
view these developments as keeping per-
manent residents out. But the development
comes with a twist—these days, luxury hous-
ing is trending. Developers like AB Capstone
intend to give students an off-campus luxury
alternative to Fordham dorms.

Currently under construction is AB Cap-

1. The Bronx Develo
-V Luxury Student Housing R

In Bronx’s Little Italy

The Norwood News, in partnership with WFUV and BronxNet TV, brings you a four-part series on
development projects happening across the Bronx and its impact on community residents.

Photo by Jacob Shore

CONSTRUCTION SITE FOR a future luxury residence marketed for students on Hoff-
man Street in Belmont, a few blocks from Fordham University.

a 30-person luxury residence on Lorillard
Place, each a block away and marketed as an
upscale option for students. Students have al-
ready moved into the Artu Viale and Loril-
lard properties.

“Arthur Avenue is a place for tourists
and locals to shop and eat. But most of the
people who do live in these houses around us
are predominantly students. So how have we

Image courtesy Brooklyn Standard Properties
FRONT PAGE OF Brooklyn Standard Properties’ website, marketing campaign for
Fordham students.

stone’s third luxury housing unit, the first
company to bring such housing to the neigh-
borhood. Their most high profile residence
is dubbed Artu Viale on Arthur Avenue, two
blocks from the Arthur Avenue Retail Mar-
Kket. It was completed this spring.

Creative Director of AB Capstone Joseph
Zanzuri said the apartments cost roughly
$1000 per bedroom, though he did not elabo-
rate further. But residents said one- and two-
bedroom units typically go from $1500 to up-
wards of $3000.

Artu Viale and the property under con-
struction on Hoffman Street are joined by

hurt the community by offering something
better than there was before?” said Zanzuri.
“More students are looking to live off campus
nowadays.”

Another real estate firm marketing off-
campus housing in Belmont include Brook-
lyn Standard Properties (BSP). They com-
pleted a deal last month to own a swath of
buildings previously marketed as off-campus
housing for Fordham students. The deal was
finalized by co-founder David Manheimer
who secured 104 rental units in 10 buildings,
totaling their Fordham portfolio to 14 build-

ings since January.

Like Zanzuri, Manheimer said his com-
pany offers “premiere rentals for the neigh-
borhood.” Manheimer said they won't dis-
courage other Bronx residents from living
in their units, though they’ll prioritize their
units to Fordham students.

Their website, www.fordhamhousing.
com, directly markets apartments to Ford-
ham students, even suggesting they’re af-
filiated with the university. Fordham Uni-
versity does not sponsor off-campus housing
developments, but companies like the BSP
saw a market for students who wish to live off
campus, said Manheimer. The website offers
students $250 for every referral leading to a
rental. “[W]e market towards students be-
cause I think that’s the highest supply of ten-
ants in the neighborhood. It’s smart business
to market that way,” he said.

But some worry that by continuing to
market housing developments and proper-
ties to mostly Fordham students, a spot in
housing is lost to someone who leaves after
four years rather than someone looking to
stay in the neighborhood long-term. District
Manager of local Community Board 6 John
Sanchez said when one markets housing
exclusively for students, you can keep out
young professionals looking to live there lon-
ger than four years.

“We don’t want community residents to
be denied the chances to have these apart-
ments,” said Sanchez. “I think when you
have an exclusive development or you market
it as exclusively for students, that can create
tension between residents and the students.
And there shouldn’t be that tension because
the students are a part of our community.”
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Councilman Ritchie Torres, represent-
ing the neighborhood, said he’s not opposed
to luxury student housing but would prefer
more development in the area tailored to
long-term residents and working profession-
als, like the Bronx’s many healthcare work-
ers. “The key to deconcentrating poverty is
to have a mix of incomes living in the neigh-
borhood,” said Torres. “It’s a noble pursuit.”
Torres said the new buildings going up have
not displaced any residents so far, but he will
be on the lookout for it.

For Frank Franz, treasurer of the Bel-
mont Business Improvement District, stu-
dents are vital to the Bronx, even if they only
live there briefly. Franz, a lifelong Bronx res-
ident, wants to see the borough build up the
quality of Belmont’s housing developments
not just for students, but for the borough’s
teachers, police officers, and medical profes-
sionals. “You can’t get people of better means
living here in crappy housing,” said Franz,
“The neighborhood needs to be economically
diversified.”

Belmont has historically been a delicate
balance of Italian heritage, college town,
and recent immigrants. The NYU Furman
Center put the neighborhood in 2015 at 64.1
percent Hispanic, 29.7 percent black, and 4.5
percent white. The district also has the city’s
highest unemployment rate with 44 percent
of residents living below the federal poverty
line.

Fordham University has changed from
the small commuter college of years past
to boasting three campuses and more than
6,000 undergraduate students at its Rose Hill
location. Despite recent developments and
increased renovations of properties to rent
to students, Fordham University maintains
that fewer students are moving off campus.
By looking at the difference between hous-
ing deposits and number of students, univer-
sity spokesman Bob Howe said around 500 to
1,000 students leave Fordham housing to live
in Belmont. “Fordham students rent apart-
ments across a variety of housing types in
the local neighborhood, few of which could
be described as luxury housing,” said Howe
in an email.

For Sanchez, the development in Belmont
should involve the community board so they
can work on housing that balances both
the population of students in the area with
young professionals who work in the Bronx
and are the future of the borough. “The stu-
dents are a huge boon to the economy but in
the same way so is the community that has
been here for years.” Sanchez said, “I think
having them coexist is a lot better than try-
ing to separate university from the commu-
nity. We should be intermingling.”
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~ National Night Out'

THE 52ND PRECINCT Commumty Council’and the 52nd Precinct co-hosted the annual Natnon*llght Out Against Cgime at Williams-
bridge Oval Park on Aug 1, an event happemng separately among the 11 Bronx precincts. At the Oval, representaii m Mosholu
Preserva’n Corporatlgn, Brorf.Commumty Board 7. and Target were on hand. Check out these photos_by Miriam Q
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L i i(L-R) COUNCILMAN FERNANDO CABRERA with Public Advoca Léb:; .
: ficia James, 52nd P ct commanding officer Deputy Inspector PeT

MOSHOLU PRESERVATION CORPORATION grants. maﬁz;geF Cid Fiorillo, 52nd Precinct Community Council president Brenda Caldwe]l-
Rivera (r) hands an MPC keychain strap to évent visitor Rosanna Del- Parisfand Assemblyman Victor Pichaggdo. Fiorillo holds up a proclama-

gado. e i " tion glven to him by*James for his services to the community.

]
1 L
L)
: THE 52ND PRECINCT Community Council holds up a ards by the
Public Advocate’s Gffice. They include (I-r) Council President Brenda
. CaldweII-P_aris, member Sallie Caldwell, 52nd Preginct commanding
* TWINS AARON AND EVAN Rolon roll on through the 52nd Precinct officer Deputy Inspector Reter Fiorillo, member Patricia L. Newland,
" National Night OU&VG"“_ in this mini cop car. JerryiLandron, Gwen Hunter, and Grace Seimer (seated).

. RIDGEWOOD SAVINGS BANK employees hand out some swag at
NYPD COMMUNITY AFFAIRS Officer Crystal Reveron (l) cheers some National Night Out :

of the finalists in a friendly game of musical chairs.
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Photo by Miriam Quinones Photo by Miriam Quinones
MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO (seated) signs the Right to Counsel Bill, which guaran- A BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT organized by Shooting 4 Peace, which
tees legal representation for low-income New Yorkers facing eviction. De Blasio calls attention to ending gun violence, took place at Lehman College on
signed the bill amid housing advocates, Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (to Aug. 5. (Top row, I-r) Dr. Ted Sutton from HBO’s “The Wire,” Reggie White
de Blasio’s left), and community stakeholders on Aug. 11 at New Settlement Com- of the Philadelphia Eagles, Greg Harrell of the LA Raiders and USA bobsled
munity Center in the Mt. Eden section of the Bronx. team member, and Founder of Shooting for Peace Ray Sydnor of the Phila-

delphia Eagles. (Bottom Row I-r) NBA legend Tiny Nate Archibald, 9-year-

™
old Teanna, 11-year-old Geo Bonnie, and Albert Williams.

Photo by Miriam Quinones Photo by Devin Dae Tucker

VOLUNTEERS PUT THE finishing touches on several murals hung outside M&T BUBBLES GALORE. THESE kids get caught up in a slew of bubbles at
Bank’s newest branch at 2460 Grand Concourse next to the Fordham Road B/D Montefiore Health System’s 6th annual Education Day by the Division of
subway stop on Aug. 9. The collaboration between the bank and the DreamYard Pediatric Endocrinology and Diabetes at CHAM. Kids enjoyed a variety
Project, a community arts group based in Hunts Point, was made in a show of of activities at the Bronx Zoo, including arts and crafts, face painting and
neighborly pride for one of Fordham’s newest businesses. educational games.

Photo by Miriam Quinones Photo by Miriam Quinones
AN OFFICER WITH the 47th Precinct gets a game of hopscotch going with  TEACHING ARTIST RACHEL LEE tosses free T-shirts into the crowd, courtesy of
these young girls at the annual National Night Out Against Crime on Aug.  the musical “Newsies.” A live performance of some of the acts featured in the Broad-
1 in the Edenwald section of the Bronx. The event aims to build stronger ~ way play took place at Williamsbridge Oval Park on July 24. It was followed by a film
bonds between police and the community. screening of the play about newsboys in 1899 New York City.
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Have an Opinion On
What You’ve Read In

Our Paper?

The Norwood News loves,
welcomes and encourages
letters to the editor.

a’ﬂ'lll“ﬂ_l

o

= ST

Write To:
David Cruz,
Editor-in-Chief
Norwood News
3400 Reservoir Oval
Bronx, NY 10467

East

Letters should be 400 words max, and
include writer’s name. Anonymous let-
ters will not be published, but names
will be withheld upon reasonable
request.

In Forum for 14th Council District
Seat, Incumbent a No Show

By WENDY JOAN BIDDLECOMBE

Councilman Fernando Cabrera couldn’t
make it to a forum that would have seen
him defending why he should remain the
representative for the 14th Council District.
Instead, he was represented by a portrait of
himself.

The Northwest Bronx Community &
Clergy Coalition (NWBCCC) held the fo-
rum at Monroe College, with residents in
the district getting better acquainted with
the two men challenging the incumbent
ahead of the Sept. 12 primary.

Randy Abreu, a lawyer who briefly
worked for the U.S. Department of Energy
under former President Barack Obama, and
Felix Perdomo, a teacher who was born in
the Dominican Republic, are vying for the
council seat. The district covers the neigh-
borhoods of University Heights, Kings-
bridge Heights, Fordham and Mt. Eden.

Claire McLeveign, Cabrera’s spokesper-
son, said the councilman initially agreed
to participate, but that his schedule con-
flicted with National Night Out Against
Crime, an event that aims to improve re-
lations between police and communities.
McLeveign said Cabrera’s attendance to
the national event was especially critical
this year, given the recent shooting death of
NYPD Detective Miosotis Familia and the
shootings at Bronx-Lebanon Hospital that
left one doctor dead and six others injured.
Both incidents happened within Cabrera’s
district.

When forum organizers noted they
had changed the original forum date to ac-
commodate Cabrera’s schedule, the news
was met with boos and taunts of “that
ain’t right.” During the two-hour event,
the hopefuls answered questioned from
community members affiliated with local
groups and responded to questions submit-
ted by guests.

Perdomo stressed his outsider status,
saying that he’s not a politician, but just
a “schoolteacher, basically,” while under-
scoring the importance of community in-
put in decision making. “I came to this
country without opportunity, without hous-
ing, without anything...just the desire to
come to this country to make a better life,”
Perdomo said. “I want to be a City Council
member because I know how hard it is to
succeed.”

Abreu called for a stop to the city’s Je-
rome Avenue rezoning efforts, a move that
would see more affordable housing along
the corridor. Turning to the Kingsbridge
Armory redevelopment project, Abreu
added that the project must benefit those
already living in the community. He vowed
to take bad landlords to task if elected, and
expressed a strong interest in chairing the
Council’s Small Business Committee. “We
really only have about four, five years to go
until...gentrification gets the best of us,”
Abreu said. “It’s my barber on Fordham
Road; it’s my dry cleaner on 183rd Street;
it’s that Mexican restaurant I love over on
Burnside [Avenue]. Everyone, everyone is
hurting right now.”

Without naming names, Perdomo criti-
cized “another candidate” of accepting
campaign funds from developers and land-
lords. He was likely referencing Cabrera,
whose campaign finance report shows he
has more than $73,000 in campaign funds
as of this paper’s press time, with members
of the real estate sector contributing a hefty
sum.

Campaign finance reports show that
Perdomo has raised $12,692 in campaign
donations. Abreu has raised $48,000 and re-
ceived endorsements from several organi-
zations and unions that include 1199SEIU,
United Auto Workers, Planned Parenthood
and Bronx Progressives.

Photo by Wendy Joan Biddlecombe
THE CANDIDATES FOR the 14th Council District seat include (I-r) Randy Abreu, Felix
Perdomo, and incumbent Councilman Fernando Cabrera, represented by his official
portrait at a scheduled forum.
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HEALTH CHECK

Smoking
It’s Time to Quit!

By BRENDA BOATSWAIN, PhD.

According to the U.S. Sur-
geon General, “cigarette smok-
ing remains the chief prevent-
able killer in America, with
more than 40 million Ameri-
cans caught in a web of tobacco
dependence.” Each day, more
than 3,200 youth (younger than
18 years of age) smoke their
first cigarette and another 2,100
youth and young adults who are
occasional smokers progress to
become daily smokers.

Studies have shown
that smokers are more likely
than non-smokers to develop
heart disease, stroke, and
lung cancer. Tobacco use re-
mains the single largest pre-
ventable cause of disease and
premature death in the United
States. Pregnant women and
those who have a heart condi-
tion are particularly vulner-
able and should avoid tobacco
products.

This is a call to action. Quit-
ting smoking can be a long and
hard process. The American
Cancer Society suggests the fol-
lowing to get through the rough
times of quitting:

1. Take one day at a time.
When you wake up each morn-
ing, make the promise you
won’t smoke a cigarette that
day. A day at a time keeps the
whole thing more manageable.

2. Avoid temptation.

Stay away from activities, peo-
ple, and places you link with
smoking.

3. Take extra care of yourself.

Drink water, eat well, and

get enough sleep to have the en-
ergy to handle extra stress.

4. Cope with your emotions.

Know that anger, frustra-
tion, anxiety, irritability, and
even depression are normal af-
ter quitting and will get better
as you learn ways to cope that
don’t involve tobacco.

5. Tell yourself “no.”

Say it out loud. Practice do-
ing this a few times, and listen
to yourself. Some other things
you can say to yourself might
be, “I'm too strong to give in
to smoking,” “I’'m not a smoker
now,” or “I will not let my
friends and family down.” And
most important, “I will not let
myself down.”

6. Resist Temptation.

Never let yourself think
that “one cigarette won’t
hurt,” because it very likely
will.

Get support you can count
on. If you’re thinking about
reaching for a cigarette, reach
for help instead. Ask your
friends and family to encour-
age the new non-smoking you,
reach out to a support group,
visit Nicotine Anonymous, or
call (800) QUIT NOW. You can
always call the American Can-
cer Society at (800) 227-2345.

Each day that you don’t
smoke is a small victory.
These all add up to a huge vic-
tory over time.

Source: Dr. Brenda Boat-
swain is the Wellness/Wellbe-
ing Coordinator at Montefiore
Health System’s Office of Com-
munity & Population Health.

Have you or someone you know
recently been the victim of mail
fishing? If so, the Norwood News

wants to hear from you. Email David
Cruz at dcruz@norwoodnews.org or
call (718) 324-4998.

‘@ainbridge is a wonderful place,
I have many friends and | get to socialize.

Why should I stay home alone
when I have a family here?
- Registrant since 1996

We would like to invite you to our

Qpeen ttouse!

This Monday & Thursday,
9:00 am — 1:00 pm

Find out how you or a loved one
can take part in our
Day Health Care Program in a

warm, caring, & nurturing environment.

B BAINBRIDGE
SERVICES: . - LxTARE CINTED

* Nursing, Medical Care
and Health Monitoring
* Case Management and
Coordination

* Therapy Services
(physical, occupational,
speech)

* Breakfast, Snacks, and
Lunch provided daily

* Fun activities and trips

* Free Wi-Fi and access to

computers

Free Door-to-door
TRANSPORTATION!

Se habla espariol
Mbl FOBOPYM MO PyCCKM

(AB’\ BA|NBR|DGE RSVP Contact
4 ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE CENTER Adriana Garcia
3518 Bainbridge Avenue * Bronx, New York 10467
Tel: (718) 653-2273 - Fax: (718) 882-6610
www.BainbridgeDayCares.com * info@BainbridgeDayCares.com
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BIG SAVINGS

THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!
COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND

Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to
Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

[JERDME-GUN Huo

/JGHBIZ

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill
Business Improvement District.
Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment
Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946
for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

APARTMENT)

FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF., AMO*

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE OROANIZATION

1601 Brordale Averue - Broao, MY 10462 - T 718 518 8000 - P 718 516 8585
i langaampropertysenioes. com

Professional Directory

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0to 21 years.
General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD Same-Day Appointment
Every Day! (718) 881-8999

Computer Repair
Upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen,
broken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.
We specialize in haircutting, hair care, hair coloring, all relaxers, Wave
Nouveau, weaving to stimulate hair growth and carefree curls. We also
offer press and curl. 20% off for seniors. 10% off for college students with
picture ID. 617 E. Fordham Road (Fordham University section).
Call today for your appointment: (347) 284-3834.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
A PLACE OF GRACE IN NORWOOD 3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY
Phone: (718) 652-6839 Web Site: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP - Sundays at noon BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.
THRIFT SHOP - Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America God’s work -- our hands

HELP WANTED

District Manager Position available at Bronx Community Board 7. For job description,
requirements and deadline, please visit our website: www.BronxCB7.info. Send cover let-
ter and resume, ONLY by postal mail to: Search Committee, Bronx Community Board 7,
229-A E. 204th St., Bronx, NY 10458.

STUDIO FOR RENT

Fordham Section/Bronx. One occupant. Full kitchenette, private bath. Fully furnished.
Outdoor patio. Laundry room. 24/7 security. Near subway and bus. Rent stabilized. $50
appl. fee. Strict income limits: Min: $19,337/yr.; Max: $40,080/yr. No housing vouchers.
Contact Ashley Reynoso at (718) 367-1900, ext. 30.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL EVENT

he Bedford Park Congregational Church will hold a Back-to-School Prayer & Community
Day celebration on Sunday, Aug. 27, 2017 from 2 to 5 p.m. School supplies and snacks will
be given out to community children, while supplies last. Children must be present. The
Bedford Park Congregational Church is located at the corner of East 201st Street and
Bainbridge Avenue.

TRIP

Trip to Medieval Times, Dinner and Tournament. In Lyndhurst, NJ on Sunday, Sept. 17,
2017 at 10 a.m. from East 163rd Street and Southern Boulevard. For more information,
please contact Eddie at (718) 757-5485.



NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

MMCC Trip
Mosholu Montefiore
Community Center

(MMCC) offers an over-
night trip to Washington
D.C. and Baltimore, Oct.
5-6, with a visit to the Na-
tional African-American
History & Culture Mu-
seum. Stay includes one-
night hotel and several
meals. For more detailed
information and rates, call
the MMCC Senior Center
at (718) 798-6601.

Job Expos

Employer pop-up re-
cruitment expos are tak-
ing place at the following
libraries from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m.: Bronx Library Cen-
ter, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd.
and Belmont Library, 610
E. 186th St., both on Aug.
30; and Eastchester Li-
brary, 1385 E. Gun Hill Rd.

on Aug. 24. For more infor-
mation, call (718) 579-4260.

Naloxone Availability
Individuals with pre-
scription health insur-
ance coverage, including
Medicaid and Medicare,
can receive up to $40 in
co-payment coverage for
naloxone. This medicine
is used to reverse opioid
overdoses. Uninsured
New Yorkers and those
with no prescription cov-
erage can get naloxone for
free through New York’s
network of registered opi-
oid overdose prevent pro-
grams. A listing of phar-
macies accepting the new
health insurance coverage
can apply to http://on.ny.
gov/ZhDGZWé.

Health Bucks
Health Bucks coupons,

which offer $2 discounts
on fruits and vegetables
purchased at farmers mar-
kets, is available through
the offices of Councilman
Ritchie Torres, 573 E. Ford-
ham Rd. (718) 842-8100, or

Councilwoman Vanessa
Gibson, 1377 Jerome Ave.
(718) 588-7500.

Free Summer Meals

Free summer meals for
children age 19 and under
is available until Sept. 1
at public schools, com-
munity pool centers, New
York City Housing Au-
thority complexes, librar-
ies and other locations
around the city. No regis-
tration, documentation, or
ID is required to receive
breakfast or lunch. Near-
est school location is PS 8,
3010 Briggs Ave. Breakfast
is 8 to 9:15 a.m. and lunch
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from 11 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.
For additional locations
and times, go to http://bit.
ly/UuevOA.

Farmers Market

NYC Health + Hospi-
tals holds a farmers mar-
ket near NYC Health +
Hospitals/North Central
Bronx the corner of Mosh-
olu Parkway and Jerome
Avenue every Wednes-
day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
through Nov. 22. For more
information, call 311.

Sen. Bailey Office
Hrs. at MMCC

Constituent service
hours by the office of state
Sen. Jamaal T. Bailey are
now available at Mosholu
Montefiore = Community
Center (MMCC), 3450
DeKalb Ave., every first
and third Wednesday of

every month from 10 a.m.
to1p.m., and every second
and fourth Wednesday
from 1 to 5 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 547-
8854.

MetroCard Bus/Van

Buy or refill your Met-
roCard at a MetroCard
bus or van at the following
locations on every second
and fourth Friday of each
month: Fordham Road
and Grand Concourse
from noon to 2 p.m.; Ford-
ham Plaza, Third Avenue
and Fordham Road from
2:30to 4 p.m.; and Van Cor-
tlandt Village, 3887 Sedg-
wick Ave., from 9:30 to
11 a.m.; and every fourth
Monday at Scott Tower,
3400 Paul Ave. from 1 to
3 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (718) 330-1234 or
511.

ot Fliers?

entlon Businesses!
Promotional Cards?

Circulars?

PLACETHEMINTHE NORWOOD NEWS

CALL

Reach a BIG Audience
304-4998 FOR DETAILS




14 eAugust 17-30, 2017 ¢ Norwood News

Out &Ab out

Compiled by JUDY NOY

EDITOR’S PICK

Weekend Walk

The East 204th Street and Bainbridge Avenue Merchants Association hosts its
7th annual Weekend Walk on Aug. 19 and Oct. 1 from noon to 7 p.m. Walk goes
from East 204th Street and Bainbridge Avenue to Decatur Avenue. Streets will be
closed to traffic. Everyone is invited. For more information, call 311.

Onstage

Lehman Center for the Performing
Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W.,
presents Formell y Los Van Van,
Cuban dance orchestra featuring Afro-
Cuban, disco and funk music, Aug.
26 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $45 to $60,
$100/VIP (VIP includes pre-concert
drinks, hors d’oeuvres reception

at 6:30 p.m., and best seats in the
house). For more information, call
(718) 960-8833.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and
the Bronx Council on the Arts present
free summer concerts, all from 7

to 9 p.m. as follows: The Just Nuts
Party Dance Band at Henry Hudson
Park, Aug. 17; and The Gene DiNapoli
Variety All-Star Show on Aug. 21, NY
Skyscrapers and Friends on Aug. 22;
and River of Dreams (Billy Joel Cover)
on Aug. 23; all at the Riverdale YM-
YWHA. For more information, call
(718) 796-5345.

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz
Jr. presents Bronx Summer Concert
Series, at Orchard Beach’s Main
Stage at Section 9, through Sept. 3,
from 1 to 5 p.m. Included are salsa,
freestyle, bachata, merengue, R&B,
and pop. Zumba will also be provided.
For more information, call (718) 590-
3500.

Events

North Central Bronx Hospital, 3424
Kossuth Ave. (between 208th and
210th streets), invites the public to

its health fair, Aug. 23 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Elected officials will attend.
Events include free health screenings,
children’s ID fingerprinting, games,
free giveaways, raffles, and more.
Rain date: Aug. 24. For more
information, call (718) 519-3537.

Williamsbridge Oval presents the
following free events: Outdoor Movie,
“La LaLand,” Aug. 18 at 8 p.m. (held

indoors if inclement weather); Back-
to-School, Aug. 19 from 11 a.m.

to 3 p.m., featuring school supplies
giveaways, library presentations,
cooking demo, and fitness demos;
and Splash From the Beach,

Aug. 23 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
featuring sandboxes, water tables,
beach games and more. For more
information, call (718) 367-3657.

Councilmember Andrew Cohen will
host an outdoor film screening of
“Grease” in Harris Field, corner of
West 205th St. and Goulden Ave. at 8
p.m. For more information, call (718)
549-7300.

Councilmember Fernando Cabrera
presents Summer in the Park, at St.
James Park, 2550 Jerome Ave., Aug.
19, and 26 from 4 to 9 p.m. Included
are free refreshments, movies and
giveaways. For more information, call
(347) 590-2874.

Fordham Business Improvement
District presents films at 8 p.m.:
“Remembering the Titans” on Aug. 18,
and “Rocky” on Aug. 19 at Bryan Park
(East Fordham and East Kingsbridge
roads), preceded by music, games
and activities at 5 p.m. Bring chair or
blanket. Popcorn is provided. The BID
also hosts Back-to-School Sidewalk
Sale, Aug. 24 to 26 from noon to 7
p.m. For more information, call (718)
562-2104.

Van Cortlandt Park, West 242nd
Street and Broadway, offers a variety
of summer activities including:
Rowboating on VC Lake: Fridays
through Sept. 1 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
(free; enter the park at VC Park South
and Bailey Avenue; meet near the
lake); Horseback Riding Instruction:
Daily lessons by the Riverdale
Stables (for more information, visit
riverdalestables.com); Swimming:
Free outdoor pool open daily through
Sept. 10 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
(closed from 3 to 4 p.m.; also offered
are learn to swim programs (info:

(718) 760-6969 ext. 0) or 311); and
Art Classes: Fridays through Aug.
25 at 6:30 p.m., for Twilight Hike &
Draw (meet at Woodlawn Playground
Nature Center). For more information
and a detailed schedule, call (718)
601-1553.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W.
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family
Art Projects: Be a Bee, Aug. 19 and
20, to wear wings, antennae, pollen
cup and kazoo to hum with, followed
by a bee parade at 12:30 p.m. weather
permitting; and Shades of Summer,
Aug. 26 and 27, to create sunglasses
equipped with colored lenses, Aug. 26
and 27; both in the WH House from

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Also scheduled is
Honey Weekend, Aug. 19 and 20,
featuring a variety of programs (call

for details). Grounds admission is free
until noon Saturdays and Tuesdays

all year. For more information and a
schedule of events including tours and
walks, call (718) 549-3200.

Library Events

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E.
Kingsbridge Rd., presents for children:
Big Top Science: (ages 5 to 12),
series of chemistry and physics
demos that explain how a bed of nails
can provide a great night’s sleep,

and more, Aug. 26 at 2 p.m. Teens/
young adults can enjoy: Back-to-
School Crafts: make pens, pencils,
locker magnets and more, Aug.

21 and 28 at 4:30 p.m. Adults can
attend: Microsoft Word 2010 for

File Photo
REVELERS AT 2014’s Weekend Walk along East 204th Street. The event,
which opens the streets exclusively for pedestrians, takes place Aug. 19
(see Editor’s Pick for details).

Beginners: Aug. 24 at 2 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57
or visit www.nypl.org.

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th
St., offers for children: Talent
Show: (ages 18 months to 12 years;
registration required), all are invited
to show their talent, Aug. 30 at 1
p.m. Teens/young adults can enjoy:
film: “Kong: Skull Island,” Aug. 19
at 1:30 p.m.; and Craft-eens! Crafts
every Wednesday, Aug. 23 and 30 at
3 p.m. Adults can attend: Knitting
Circle: Thursdays at 3 p.m. For
more information, call (718) 882-
8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118
Eames Place (near Kingsbridge
Road), offers for children: Preschool
Storytime and Craft at 11:15 a.m.:
(ages 3 to 5), including puppetry,
dramatics, crafts and flannel boards,
Aug. 17, 24 and 31; Kids Get Active
Fridays at 2:45 p.m.: (ages 5 to

12), dance moves on the Wii game
console, Aug. 18 and 25; Rhythm
and Sound: (ages 3 to 12), audience
members join percussionist on
stage to play instruments, Aug. 21

at 3 p.m.; and film: Aug. 26 at 2:30
p.m. Adults can attend: Computer
Basics at noon: Aug. 17, 24 and 31.
For more information, call (718) 549-5200.

NOTE: /tems for consideration may

be mailed to our office or sent to
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and
should be received by Aug. 21 for the
next publication date of Aug. 31.
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(continued from page 1)
able housing hybrid that’s slated to
open in Fordham this fall.

Rossi did not return calls to the
Norwood News despite numerous at-
tempts.

More than 200 people would be able
to sleep inside the Webster Avenue
property, according to the documents,
which also show that another floor
would be built atop the existing two-
story building. Building a parking fa-
cility would also be waived, according
to the documents.

Across the street from the carpet
business is PS/MS 20 with the local
52nd Precinct next door to the school.
A major fear is of the shelter being so
close to the school.

“I do not understand how they can
put a shelter directly opposite an el-
ementary school. There has to be a
more appropriate location,” Barbara
Stronczer, president of the Bedford
Mosholu Community Association,
which holds monthly meetings just a
block from the proposed site, said.

Sheila Sanchez, a resident liv-
ing near the proposed Webster Av-
enue site, is weary of a shelter near
a school. “We already have homeless
people sleeping on the parkway,” San-
chez said at an emergency Community
Board 7 Land Use/Housing & Zoning
Committee meeting on Aug. 14. “I
know for a fact that 6 o’clock in the
morning every shelter asks the peo-
ple that sleep in them to leave. So six
o’clock in the morning we will have
200 men—we don’t know if they’re
good, they’re bad, they’re criminals or
whatever—walking around when our
kids are going to school. And I know
some parents who have their Kkids
walk by themselves.”

A source familiar with ongoing
discussions tells the Norwood News
that DHS is now reviewing another
Norwood property once owned by the
Federation Employment and Guidance
Service Inc. (FEGS) at 3600 Jerome
Ave. The property, slightly isolated,
though two blocks from the Woodlawn
subway station at the end of the 4 line,
has been vacant since the social ser-
vices firm went bankrupt in 2015.

In a statement, Isaac McGinn, a
spokesman for DHS, said, “No final de-
terminations have been made regard-
ing the use of this [Webster Avenue]
site.”

The property has since been pur-
chased by 3600 Jerome LLC, accord-
ing to areview of records on Property-

Shelter Worries for Norwood

Shark. Its head officer, David Levitan,
is linked to shelters across the Bronx,
Manhattan, and Brooklyn. Levitan
was named in a 2012 wrongful death
lawsuit filed by the family of a home-
less man fatally shot inside the hall-
way of a Southern Boulevard shelter
operated by another limited liability
corporation Levitan was linked to.
The case was dismissed, according to
court records.

Levitan had filed permits for a
$783,000 renovation project for the
Jerome Avenue property, with plans
to remove walls, mechanical ducts,
plumbing fixtures and cooking equip-
ment. Levitan did not respond to calls
for comment.

As in most DHS-funded shelters,
a nonprofit shelter provider would
likely be picked to manage the shel-
ter’s operations. In the Norwood News’
original story on Webster Avenue,
sources had told the paper that Edu-
ardo LaGuerre, CEO of Neighborhood
Association for Inter-Cultural Affairs
(NAICA), a Bronx-based shelter pro-
vider, had approached Rossi to con-
sider repurposing his carpet business
to a shelter. The nonprofit owns four
shelters in the Bronx, records show.
It also housed the homeless at the
troubled Van Cortlandt Motel in the
Riverdale section of the Bronx. In Oc-
tober, the baby of a homeless mother
had died inside a hotel room reserved
for the homeless. LaGuerre did not re-
spond to emails for comment.

InJanuary, Rossi began submitting
paperwork for converting the 14,782-

square-foot property. In April, Rossi’s
plans were approved by the Buildings
Department.

The plans seem to conflict with a
victory community stakeholders se-
cured in 2011 when they lobbied the
city to rezone 80 blocks of Webster
Avenue, between East Gun Hill and
Fordham roads, opening opportuni-
ties for residential and commercial
space. New buildings going up were
now required to set aside storefronts.
The results have been mixed, with
supportive housing sites, exempt from
building storefronts, opening along-
side affordable apartments.

The Stagg Group was among the
first to build a new affordable hous-
ing property on the strip. It’s now in
the middle of building Norwood Gar-
dens at the corner of Webster avenue
and East 203rd Street.

The proposed shelter represents a
shiftbacktotraditionalshelters, with
the de Blasio administration phas-
ing out the cluster site shelter model
that places the homeless in regular
apartment buildings. Mayor Bill de
Blasio has stood firm that everyone
shares in seeing the construction
of shelters across the city. For more
than 30 years, the city has been un-
der a federal mandate to build home-
less shelters. That mandate has been
amplified more in recent years given
the substantial increase of homeless
throughout the city.

Developers and nonprofit shelter
providers have since capitalized on
that, knowing city contracts can be

in the millions of dollars. The Stagg
Group, though building affordable
housing, is also in the business of
housing the homeless, facing back-
lash by the community for turning
its newest property in Kingsbridge
into a shelter.

The city has currently promised
to end the use of 217 cluster site apart-
ments in 22 sites across Community
Board 7, where the proposed Webster
Avenue shelter resides. Over the next
few years, the city intends to identify
new shelter space within CB7 to ac-
commodate 1,000 or more homeless
residents.

But even as the city grapples with
securing shelter space, it still does
not have enough units to accommo-
date every homeless resident, mak-
ing it a developer’s market. Right
now there are 674 cases of homeless-
ness within CB7. The city has identi-
fied 1,537 homeless residents within
the district.

The pressure to build is there,
though much of the antagonism to-
wards DHS has been aimed at its mea-
gre 30-day notification to the commu-
nity about a shelter’s opening.

“I think that is tough road to go
in terms of siting shelters,” Coun-
cilman Andy Cohen, whose district
overlaps with the proposed shelters,
said. “I’'m sympathetic to DHS, but I
think just because it’s a tough road
doesn’t mean you don’t have to go
down in it and I think you need to
treat communities with respect and
tell them that this is the plan, and
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