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District manager slated to come back after four month medical leave
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COMMUNITY BOARD 7 office (pictured) has been without its district manager, Andrew Sandler (inset), since late January.

By DAVID CRUZ

Andrew Sandler, Commu-
nity Board 7’s district man-
ager who took a leave of ab-
sence in late January for an
undisclosed medical condi-
tion, is expected to return to
his post next month. The tim-
ing comes as the board faces

an election season that could
see a minimal shift in its ex-
ecutive board.

“Andrew Sandler has noti-
fied the board that he intends
to return to work by mid-June.
According to protocol, we have
sent Mr. Sandler today the
appropriate forms to be com-

pleted in order for the board
to consider his reasonable ac-
commodation request. Once he
returns the forms, the reason-
able accommodation request
forms for him and the doctor,
the Personnel Committee will
review it and report back to
the board. That’s all we could

share at this point,” Adeline
Walker-Santiago, the board’s
chair,readingfromastatement
presented to a hushed crowd at
the latest general board meet-
ing at Tracey Towers.

It remains unclear the na-
ture or status of his medical

(continued on page 15)
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Norwood Assemblyman, Running for Council, Gets Democratic Party Backing

By DAVID CRUZ

With signs backing Assemblyman
Mark Gjonaj for the 13th Council Dis-
trict wallpapered around the Bronx
Democratic County Committee’s head-
quarters, the endorsement was clear
well before a bevy of legislators offi-
cially threw support to the Norwood
legislator.

“We work really hard at judging
people by the body of work they put
out. We work really hard to listen to
the people in those communities. And
we listen to each other as colleagues,
‘who do we believe is going to bring
that commitment to the job,” As-
semblyman and BDCC chair Marcos
Crespo said at an endorsement “And
make no mistake about it. We are
standing here as a united coalition
of Democratic leaders in the Bronx,
as the Bronx Democratic Party to un-
equivocally support who we believe
is the best candidate in the race. And
who we believe will be the best Coun-
cil Member for the 13th District...”

The official backing strengthens
Gjonaj’s chances at winning the seat
for the 13th Council District, which
blankets most of the East Bronx.
It could also see a boost to his al-
ready robust campaign coffer, which
now stands at $352,000. The race is
crowded, with the Democratic candi-
dates including Marjorie Velazquez,
John Marano, Victor Ortiz, John
Doyle, Alex Gomez, and Muhammad
Abuhaikal joining the race. This
could very well split the Democratic
vote, hurting their chances at coming
out on top. Running on the Republi-
can ticket is John Cerini.

Should Gjonaj win, it leaves his As-
sembly seat, which covers Norwood,
open. It remains too early to know
whether Governor Andrew Cuomo
will call for a special election.
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Photo by David Greene
FLANKED BY LOCAL officials, supporters and his wife, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj
(4th from left) accepts the endorsement by the Bronx Democratic County Committee.

Social Conservative Bloc

His win would also add another so-
cial conservative to the Bronx Coun-
cil delegation, with Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera labeled so. Gjonaj, a
businessman who’s largely champi-
oned for landlord rights, is a registered
Democrat, though he voted Republican
in the 2009 presidential race. He’s also
received political contributions from
mainly right-leaning political action
committees organized by the Rent Sta-
bilization Association and Renew New
York PAC, which is linked to Republi-
can and former US Senator for New
York Alfonse D’Amato. His right-lean-
ing contributions have been balanced
by largely pro-Democrats PACs includ-
ing Local 32BJ.

Strengthening that conservative
tone further is State Senator Ruben
Diaz Sr., a social conservative minis-
ter vying for the 18th Council District
seat currently held by the term-limited
Councilwoman Annabel Palma.

The social conservative legislators
would remain a minority when com-
pared to Council members who peg
themselves as progressive Democrats.

Gjonaj’s Republican past prompted
Doyle, a rival candidate, to label Gjonaj
a “closet Republican” in a statement
sent to the Norwood News. Doyle, who
had worked for Gjonaj’s key ally and
supporter, State Senator Jeff Klein,
framed himself as a politico who will
not go along to get along. “Our neigh-
bors know my record of standing up
to party bosses and working in their
best interest. If that means standing
up to the powerful and the politically
connected, then that is what I will do.”
Doyle also pointed out Gjonaj’s $7,000
political contribution to the 2008 presi-
dential campaign of Republican John
McCain.

At the endorsement, Gjonaj said, “I
know who I am. I work hard for this
district. If being a strong advocate for

(continued on page 10)
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Public and Community Meetings

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committee meetings are held on the following dates at the board office, 229 E. 204th St.,
at 6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted: Website, Acknowledgement & Media Committee meets on May 31; Public Safety
& Quality of Life Committee meets on June 1; Education, Youth & Libraries Committee meets on June 1 at 7:30 p.m.;
Senior Services Committee meets on June 8 at 10 a.m. at RAIN Bailey Senior Center, 2660 Bailey Ave.; Traffic & Trans-
portation Committee meets on June 8; and Veterans Committee meets on June 8 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call

The BEFORD MOSHOLU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION will meet on Wednesday, June 7 at 8 p.m. at 400 E. Mosholu
Pkwy. So., Apt. B1. For more information, email bedfordmosholu@verizon.net.

Officers from the NEIGHBORHOOD COORDINATION OFFICER program of the 52nd Precinct will hold a “Safety
Summit” on June 6 at Mosholu Preservation Corporation, 3400 Reservoir Oval E. More information can be found on
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Promoting Healthy Eating, Montefiore Enlists Bodegas

By DAVID CRUZ

As one of the few grocery stores
within walking distance of the neigh-
borhood, Mango Grocery & Meat
Market seems to carry the must-have
foods. And that includes fruits and
vegetables.

And it’s hard to miss. Even before
entering the store, one can easily spot
arobust spread of oranges, apples, pep-
pers and plantains stacked neatly on
the display rack. The owner, Sandy
Ortiz, intended to make its presence
clear.

“Customers should be more health
conscious about what they’re eating,”
Ortiz told the Norwood News from his
store at the corner of Creston Avenue
and East 196th Street. “We added the
smoothies, doing more salads, differ-
ent kinds of wheat bread, whole wheat
bread.”

Ortiz is doing his part. And so is
Montefiore Health System. In the last
two years, the hospital giant has en-
listed the Bedford Park grocery store
and eight others to strategically bring
healthier food options to the forefront.
The cause is part of Montefiore Healthy
System’s Healthy Eating Initiative,
hoping fresher foods can reverse the

[E]RIDCENOOD

Photo by David Cruz

SANDY ORTIZ, OWNER of Mango Grocery & Meat Market, is one of nine bodega
owners on board with Montefiore Health System’s Healthy Eating Initiative.

stubbornly high rates of obesity, dia-
betes, and heart disease that make the
Bronx the state’s unhealthiest county.

But just nine stores won’t do.
Aneke Wynter, Montefiore’s outreach
representative for the initiative, fall-
ing under the Office of Community
and Population Health, looks to ramp
up participation. So far, she and the
team have gone on a fact-finding tour
around the northwest Bronx to deter-
mine what it will take to get bodega

owners on board to revamp their bo-
degas to include healthier foods. This
can range from identifying loans
needed to reconfigure the store to ret-
rofit a smoothie section or providing
fruit baskets for better storage.

But despite the noble cause, stores
have turned away Montefiore’s initia-
tive, citing the initiative’s profit risk.

“The demand has to be there. So
[owners] would always say, ‘You know,
we bring bananas and we’ll buy apples,

MONEY MATTERS

WORKSHOP

Learn how to save and manage your money better.

butifthe customers are not purchasing
this, it’s a waste of money,” and they're
going to take it out,” Wynter said. “We
have to work with them and say, ‘Okay,
if you're willing to sell these bananas
and these produce, we’ll get you some
customers.”

They did so the week of May 15,
with patients from several Montefiore
Medical Group sites visiting bodegas.
The outing was part of Bronx Week,
where Montefiore is a lead sponsor.
They stopped by four stores within
the week, including Mango Grocery
& Meat Market, where Ortiz prepared
individual fruit bowls and smoothies.
Wynter sees the initiative as a win-
win, drawing customers to support
local stores. It seemed to work for the
visit to Mango Grocery on May 16.

“[The patients] ended up spending
their own money buying other things
in there because they didn’t know that
there was another bodega within their
area that sold these things,” Wynter
said.

Editor’s Note: Bodega ownersinthe
Bronx interested in joining the initia-
tive can reach Aneke Wynter at MHSI@
montefiore.org or (718) 920-6058,

Discover the benefits of using bank savings and checking

services at our FREE financial education seminar.

1745 Crosby Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461
6:15-7:45 p.m. | RSVP: (718) 931-7060

© 2017 Ridgewood Savings Ban
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By DAVID GREENE

This week we asked readers their thoughts on the performance of the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) subway and bus service in light of a

six-point plan to decrease delays.

oo
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| spent four hours this weekend
on the train and it should have
taken less than two. The D train
was re-routed; there was no
messages posted, so | didn’t know
where | was going to get back
to the Bronx. So it took me four
hours. There seems to be some
consistency because it’'s always
happening. You pay more, but the
service stays poor.

Lola Ferrer
Norwood

I think it’s remained pretty much the
same, honestly. It’s hard to hear the
announcements, so you could get
lost. | have to pay attention on the
weekends to make sure | don’t get
lost. Even though I’'m from here, |
can still get lost. | feel like they do
a lot of unnecessary things, like we
don’t need to charge our phones,
it’s not a priority. Keeping the fare
low, yes. Yes because | think it’'s
going to be $3 soon. It's way too
much.

Kayla Brun
Hells Kitchen, Manhattan

First of all, it's too expensive. |
think they actually should roll back
the fare like it used to be; 25 cents,
or even 10 cents. The D train is
always great, but when it comes
to transferring, you're stuck. We all
have lives and the MTA is screwing
all of us over.

Geovanni Cedeno
Burnside

There’s just too many things going
on with the transit system, so
you’re late for work. There’s always
some kind of mischief or some
type of new construction causing
delays. They raise the fare and the
service gets worse. Last night | had
to take the 4 train downtown just to
come back uptown. It’s crazy, the
MTA just has to do better.

Elijah Reel
Van Cortlandt Park

The system is running horribly.
They keep raising the price and
nothing has gotten better on the
buses or especially the trains. The
trains are worse than the buses,
especially in the Bronx. They need
to upgrade the D train; those are
old trains. There’s always train
traffic delays on the D train and you
have the kids dancing, performing.
It’s horrible.

Shadasia Glenn
Fordham Heights

(ot Fliers?
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Circulars?

Promotional Cards?
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CRIME FILE

Bronx iPad Thieves
Still on the Run

A couple of Bronx thieves
remain on the run two weeks
after they entered a phone
store in Norwood and made
off with an iPad.

Thesuspects were captured
on video browsing around the
AT&T store at 3430 Jerome
Ave. within the boundaries
of the Jerome-Gun Hill Busi-
ness Improvement District on
Saturday, April 29 around 1:30
p.m. One of the thieves swiped
the iPad from the display ta-
ble, and bolting with his ac-
complice without paying, ac-
cording to police. No one was
hurt.

Police at the 52nd Precinct
describe the suspects as two
black men, with one last seen
wearing a white T-shirt and a
white du-rag while the other
man was last seen wearing a
grey hooded sweatshirt. Cops
have classified the theft as
a petty larceny case, given
the iPad’s value of less than
$1,000.

BB Gun Suspects Caught

One person remains at
large and three people have
been arrested for allegedly
shooting an air powered BB
gun at a police car. The trio
was on a rooftop on Aqueduct
Avenue and West 192nd Street
in Kingsbridge on May 19,

when they fired several shots,
according to police.

Surveillance video helped
police quickly catch two of the
suspects, 21-year-old Brandon
Santiago and 18-year-old Heri-
berto Maldanado. They were
charged with reckless endan-
germent, criminal mischief,
criminal trespass and crimi-
nal possession of a weapon. A
16-year-old, whose name is be-
ing withheld by the Norwood
News, was also arrested and
faces the same charges.

Suspect Steals $5K

Police have released im-
ages of an employee who made
off with $5,000 at a store in
Bedford Park. The employee,
known to the bosses as “Mr.
Abdul,” removed a black plas-
tic bag filled with the cash be-
hind the counter and taking
off. It happened at the Bedford
Deli at 26 E. Bedford Pk. Blvd.
on May 6 at around 11:30 a.m.

Theindividual isdescribed
as an Arabic male, who is ap-
proximately 5°9” and was last
seen wearing red sneakers
and a blue shirt with the deli’s
logo on the chest.

Car Thief Wanted

Police need help tracking a
person caught on video using
the credit card of a Norwood
man whose car was broken
into the day before. Police
say the victim, 43, had parked
his car in the vicinity of East
205th Street and Perry Avenue
on April 23, and later learned
his car had been stolen.

Surveillance video taken
from the Rite Aid store at 3480
Jerome Ave. shows a man, de-
scribed as Hispanic between
the ages of 25 and 30, using
the victim’s credit card to buy

items. He was last seen wear-
ing a dark colored sweatshirt,
baseball cap and a dark col-
ored scarf pictured below.

Dog Snatchers
on the Loose

Two suspects are
wanted for attacking a mil-
itary veteran before steal-
ing his service dog in Bed-
ford Park on May 14. They
say the victim was walking
near Valentine Avenue and
East 194th Street when the
two suspects punched him,
took his pit bull, before
running off. The victim
suffered minor injuries.

Police have identified
one suspect, Brian Cohen,
(pictured top right) de-
scribed as a white man, 5’
5” tall and weighing 180
pounds. He was last seen
wearing a grey hooded
sweatshirt, dark pants
and dark shoes. The sec-
ond suspect has not been
identified by name, but is
described as a black man,
also standing at 5 5” tall
and weighing 180 pounds.
He too was last seen wear-
ing a grey hooded sweat-
shirt, dark pants, and dark
shoes.

Anyone with informa-
tion on any of the above
incidents is asked to call
CrimeStoppers at 800-577-
TIPS or for Spanish 1-888-
57-PISTA (74782). The pub-
lic can also submit their tips
by logging on to the Crime
Stoppers Website at WWW.
NYPDCRIMESTOPPERS.
COM or texting their tips
to 274637(CRIMES) then en-
ter TIP577. All contacts are
kept confidential.

BY DAVID CRUZ

Safety Summit on June 6

The NYPD is ratcheting up their outreach efforts
with the community by hosting a so-called Safety Sum-
mit. The Neighborhood Coordination Officer program,
where officers are dedicated to one sector instead of
shifting around to respond to 911 calls, will host various
meetings as a way to further connect with the commu-
nity. It also puts a face to NCO officers who help clamp
down on crime via tips it receives from those living in
the neighborhoods they patrol.

Residents living within Sector D (see diagram), which
covers virtually all of Norwood from East Gun Hill Road
and Webster Avenue to West Gun Hill Road and Mosholu
Parkway, and Mosholu Parkway and Webster Avenue to
East Gun Hill, are welcome to attend a meeting sched-
uled for June 6 at 6 p.m. It will be held at Mosholu Pres-
ervation Corporation, 3400 Reservoir Oval E., where the
Norwood News has its office.

Residents are encouraged to bring questions to the fo-
rum, which will also give a breakdown of various crime
patterns happening in their neighborhood. It will be
hosted by NCO Officers Marielena Reilly-Derasmo and
Paul White, who routinely patrol Sector D.

TO REPORT A
STORY TO THE
NORWOOD NEWS,

CALL US AT
718-324-4998
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For Bronxites, By a Bronxite

BronxNet TV Host and Journalist Launches Website

By TATYANA TURNER

Long time BronxTalk host, Gary
Axelbank, a veteran newsman who
spent more than two decades leading
many televised discussions of Bronx
issues, launched a new website de-
voted to a variety of Bronx-specific
news.

Several dozen guests from orga-
nizations such as BronxWorks and
SoBro, gathered at Bronx CoWorks,
a shared office space at the Third
Avenue HUB, providing a setting for
start-ups and small businesses.

In mirroring the concept of a daily
newspaper, thisistheBronX.info will
also collate content from multiple
publications around the Bronx, al-
lowing visitors to read a range of bor-
ough-related stories from different
news sources.

“Part of the reason for poverty in
the Bronx is a poverty of informa-
tion and if we could provide people
in the Bronx with good information,
they can do better, they can fend for

themselves, they can empower them-
selves in many different ways,” said
Axelbank. “And so part of this is to
use the resource that I have developed
over many years to help people in the
Bronx do better, which is my home-
town.”

This interactive website will allow
all visitors to post photos or pictures
of their artwork, publically promote
an event and get a free listing for a
business or group organization. To
ensure that all interests are covered,
the website will load information in
two different phases. The first phase,
which launched on May 17 will display
features such as breaking news, res-
taurant and nightlife, as well as arts
and culture. The second phase will be
implemented in the fall and will fea-
ture resources for families, govern-
ment and communities, education,
health care, housing, and careers.

“Before thisistheBronX.info, any-
one interested in the Bronx would
need to check many different sources

Photo by Tatyana Turner
GARY AXELBANK AT the launch of his
website, thisistheBronX.info.

for information about the Bronx,”
said Axelbank.

Axelbank has been in the media
business for more than four decades,

working in the radio markets of
Maryland and Delaware. He worked
alongside unknown shock jock How-
ard Sterm, who was then a program
director at the former WRNW.

In 1994, BronxNet began airing
BronxTalk, a program that explores
Bronx issues and happenings through
a myriad of guests that include politi-
cos, artists, community stakeholders,
and educators.

With nearly 1.5 million residents
living in the Bronx, Axelbank sought
to create a space that would accu-
rately represent the borough and the
people who live in it.

“We’ve been fighting an image
that’s been accurate in some ways; we
do have crime, we do have drugs, we
do have poverty...but when you take
a step back, there is so much going
on in the Bronx that is positive, that
is unique, that is different from any-
where else,” said Axelbank. “I hope
[Bronxites] will go to the site and say,
“Oh wow, this is the Bronx!”

Norwood News Picks Up Independent Press Awards

The Norwood News was recognized
for several awards, continuing its streak
in producing award-winning commu-
nity journalism.

The paper was recognized on May 18
at the Independent Press awards, com-
monly known as the “Ippies.” There, the
paper took home a second place prize for
Best Small Circulation Publication, add-
ing to the first place prizes it received
for the category in 2015 and 2016, a veri-
table 3-peat.

“This feisty little bi-weekly produces
an impressive variety of original stories
with just one full-time staffer,” read Tom
Robbins, lead judge and investigative
journalist in residence for the CUNY
School of Journalism, which sponsors
the Ippies.

Its editor-in-chief, David Cruz, also
won a second place prize for Best Inves-
tigative/In-Depth Story, his second con-
secutive prize in the category (he had
won first place last year). The award
went for his work on the ongoing culture
of noise in the Bronx.

“New York is generally a noisy place
and how to make that subject into a
good news story is a tough sell both to
the editors and reporters, not to men-
tion to readers,” read Robbins. “But
this reporter did just that, taking a long

Photos by Adi Talwar and David Cruz, respectively.
NORWOOD NEWS EDITOR in Chief, David Cruz (l), and the paper’s freelance pho-
tographer, Adi Talwar (r), hold up their awards they received at the Ippies Awards on
May 18.

hard look at what north Bronx neigh-
bors say about their urban war around
them. And he found that while police
and other authorities rarely respond to
citizen complaints, some residents cite a
ding loud enough as one long suffering
Bronxite put it in the story, ‘To raise the
dead in Woodlawn Cemetery.’ In a vivid
and comprehensive story that included
statistics and explanations from law en-
forcement and officials about why they
can’t do anything about noise problems

and why it’s so hard to fix, the Norwood
News demonstrated that no story is too
basic to tell.”

Meantime, regular freelance pho-
tographer Adi Talwar took home a first
place prize for Best Photograph. He was
recognized for a photo he took at St. Ann
Catholic School’s recruitment pep rally
on March 18, 2016. “This energized im-
age illustrates a community flair. Near
perfect timing and an unusual angle of
view,” Randall Pinkston, host of the Ip-

pies awards, said of the photo.

“I'm so proud of all my colleagues
who share in the prize,” Cruz said.
“They include my proofreader Judy
Noy, freelance designer Mauro DeLuca,
and freelance photographers/reporters
David Greene, Miriam Quinones, Debo-
rah Cruz, Tatyana Turner, and Wendy
Joan Biddlecombe. I also want to recog-
nize my former reporter and colleague
Daniela Beasley (former reporter), and
supervisors Melissa Cebollero and Jen-
nifer Tausig. Other colleagues who de-
serve name dropping include Dawn
McEvoy, Cid Rivera, Jason Caraballo,
Mariela Salazar, and Luz Martinez.”

The paper received an inaugural award
for Community Coverage by the New York
Press Club, the oldest journalism club in
New York City. The award recognized Da-
vid Cruz, Daniela Beasley, Deborah Cruz,
and Adi Talwar for their continuing cov-
erage on efforts to downzone parts of Bed-
ford Park in the Bronx following major
real estate interest for the neighborhood
generated over the last few years. The
stories looked at how city policy impacts
a community on a micro level, talking to
residents who prefer a suburban-like set-
ting over massive development.

The awards show takes place on
June 5.
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Photo courtesy Bedford Mosholu Community Association
ROBERT HAMILL (FRONT), a member of the Bedford Mosholu Community As-
sociation (BMCA), and a volunteer from the environmental group Cristadora, spruce
up Mosholu Parkway. The cleanup event was part of the citywide “It’s My Park Day”
initiative, where groups improve parklands through various activities. BMCA spear-
headed the volunteer effort at Mosholu Parkway, coming a day before hundreds
marched through the parkway for the Bronx Week Parade (see pictures on page 9).

Photo courtesy Office of Councilman Fernando Cabrera
MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY Board 7 share a moment with Councilman Fernando
Cabrera (third from right) who honored them for their contributions to the civic body’s
Women’s Empowerment Event they organized and held in April at Lehman College.
The board was honored at the latest CB7 general board meeting on May 16. CB7
chair Adaline Walker-Santiago (second from right) was given a special proclamation
from Cabrera for being a “mentor to her team.”
AL v e ==

PEDIATRIC EMER

Photo courtesy Montefiore Health System
THIS LITTLE GIRL brings her teddies to a medical staffer from Montefiore’s Wake-
field campus who notes “medical information” at the annual Teddy Bear Hospital
event. The event, intended for children to understand the medical treatment process
when in a hospital, saw some 200 children and their teddy bears or stuffed animals
undergoing mock triage, medical exams and x-rays by doctors, nurses and other
clinical staff.

NORWOOD NEWS

Photo courtesy Bronx Borough President’s Office
TEN BRONX-BASED BUSINESSES were honored by Bronx Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. at a Business Day Luncheon sponsored by Diaz’s office and the Bronx
Overall Economic Development Corporation. The honored businesses include Grady’s
Cold Brew, Sicis North America, Bronx Alehouse, Bronx Design Group, Baldor, Jetro,
Sell-Mar Enterprises, Marley Spoon, Woops! And DOYLE/Hayloft Auctions.

Photo by Miriam Quinones
(L-R) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR of Community Organized with a Vision of Excellence
(COVE) Lyn Pyle, Namelofy Pineda, and DREAM! co-founder Aisha Norris celebrate
the merger of the two nonprofits at an event held at the Bronx Museum of the Arts on
May 18. DREAM! will build on COVE’s past success as an outlet and haven for Bronx
teens.

Photo courtesy Homes and Community Renewal
COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS AND officials from Concern for Independent Living
and state Homes and Community Renewal cut the ceremonial red ribbon to Norwood
Terrace, which opened several months ago. The housewarming celebration happened
May 19, ushering in the $36 million supportive and housing development complete
with 115 apartments. The building can be found at the corner of Webster Avenue and
East Gun Hill Road. Some of the building’s features include a computer room, exercise
room, children’s library and rooftop garden.
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Bronx Week Parade Highlights

Photos by Adi Talwar
BRONX WEEK CAPPED its 11-day celebration with its annual parade that went up Mosholu Parkway between Webster Avenue and Van Cortlandt Avenue. Groups from all
over the borough chugged along the grassy parkway on May 21, hours after four accomplished Bronxites—Selenis Leyva, DJ Funkmaster Flex, Dr. Manny Villafafia, and Prince
Royce-- were honored at the Bronx Walk of Fame. Montefiore Health System was the major sponsor for the parade.
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(1) A SEA OF SPECTATORS check out
the free concert happening on Mosholu
Parkway at Bainbridge Avenue on the final
day of Bronx Week. Headliners included
TKA, Doug E. Fresh, Los Adolescentes,
and Slick Rick.

(2) SELENIS LEYVA, AN actress from
“Orange is the New Black” and a Nor-
wood native, gets out of this convertible
car to revisit her old neighborhood during
the parade. She tells the Norwood News,
“Norwood was my home. Oval Park was
my backyard. | grew up in a beautiful
house in a tree-lined avenue...And | love
the idea that people think of the Bronx as
one way, and when they enter it they see
that it’s so much more.”

(3) BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. (pictured) doubles as the pa-
rade’s master of ceremonies, ushering PS
76’s band of musicians to the finish line.

(4) MEMBERS OF PHIPPS Neighbor-
hood House, which offers social services
to low-income neighborhoods, strut their
stuff at the parade.

(5) MEMBERS OF THE Hare Krishna
Movement play on as they work their way
up the Bronx Week Parade route.

(6) HAIL TO THE CHEF! This man works
the fryer at the Bronx Week Parade’s
walkthrough festival, with vendors selling
a variety of foods, knickknacks and other
wares.

(7) FUN FACT: This is the official Bronx
flag.

Image courtesy Bronx Borough President’s
Office
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FREE HOMEBUYERS'
WORKSHOP

Join us | June 6th | 6:15-8:15 p.m.

Connect with several experts who will
answer your questions and guide
you through the homebuying process.

Q

June 6th

Allerton Avenue Branch
711 Allerton Avenue
6:15-8:15 p.m.

RSVP: (718) 882-2220

RIDGEMOOD
SAVINGS BANK

MEMBER
FDIC © 2017 Ridgewood Savings Bank

EQUAL HOUSING
======

Gjonaj Gets BDCC Backing

(continued from page 2)

middle class families, hardworking
families, including small business is
defined by a party, then so be it,” he
added.

Shortly after the online version
to this story ran, a spokesperson for
Gjonaj sent a statement defending his
Democratic stance. “John McCain is a
great American and a friend of mine.
Today, under President Trump, I say
we need more Republicans like him. I
never cared about politics much until
I saw President Obama and the Demo-
crats try to pass healthcare. It was clear
to me then which party cares about our
families and my neighbors here in the
Bronx,” Gjonaj said in the statement.

But Councilwoman Vanessa Gibson
countered that Gjonaj’s social conser-
vatives mirror the 13th Council Dis-
trict’sterm-limited Councilman Jimmy
Vacca. “I see Mark and Jimmy having
a lot of similarities and a lot of the is-
sues that Jimmy championed before I
believe Mark will champion as well,”
Gibson said. “Even the candidate, Sen-
ator Diaz; while he is conservative on
certain issues, I would argue he is pro-
gressive on every other issue.”

Like Gjonaj, Gibson was an Assem-
bly Member for the 77th District un-
til she eyed a seat in the 16th Council
District and won it. Indeed, it’s com-
mon for an Albany legislator to make
the shift to city government. The long
hours driving to Albany, the compara-
tively paltry salary, and no member
items can be a burden to legislators.
Crespo said Gjonaj’s case is different.
“If Mark is interested in money, he

would’ve stayed in his private business
and made a whole lot more than what
he now makes as a public servant. So it
is absurd for somebody to suggest that
he’s doing this for money,” Crespo said.

Councilman Rafael Salamanca, who
attended the endorsement, seemed to
underscore the Council body’s stronger
influence on neighborhoods when com-
pared to the Assembly. “You get mem-
ber items where you can really make a
change respectively in your communi-
ties,” Salamanca said.

“Listening to Raf, I may have to re-
consider what I'll do next,” Crespo jok-
ingly said.

The 13th Council District represents
a larger swath of the Bronx, covering
the neighborhoods of Morris Park,
Throggs Neck, Edgewater Park, Silver
Beach, City Island, and Pelham Park-
way. The area has a high concentration
of registered Republicans.

Vacca, who’s held the seat since
2006, has opted to back Velazquez, dis-
trict leader for the 82nd Assembly Dis-
trict. The two have a close relationship,
thanks to Jeff Lynch, Vacca’s former
chief of staff and Velazquez’s husband.

One political insider pegged Gjonaj
to be the winner. “Obviously, he is
steamrolling with his campaign. He’s
bringing in big bucks. He’s got County,
including [Bronx Borough President]
Ruben Diaz Jr. It’s his race to lose.”

The primary is scheduled for Sept.
12.

Editor’s Note: An expanded version
of this story can be found online at www.
norwoodnews.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has re-
ceived a Brownfield Cleanup Program (BCP) application from 1226 E. GUNHILL
LLC for a site known as Joey’s Cleaners, site ID #C203076. This site is located in
the Borough of the Bronx, within the County of Bronx, and is located at 1244 East
Gun Hill Road. Comments regarding this application and other relevant docu-
ments are available at the document repository located at the New York Public
Library-Allerton Branch, 2740 Barnes Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467. Information re-
garding the site and how to submit comments can be found at http://www.dec.
ny.gov/chemical/60058.html or send comments to Bryan Wong, Project Manager,
yukyin.wong@dec.ny.gov; or call 718-482-4995. To have information such as this
notice sent right to your email, sign up with county email listservs available at
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html.

NOTICIA PUBLICA

El Departamento de Conservacion Ambiental (DEC) ha recibido una aplicacion
parael Programa de Limpieza de Brownfields (BCP) de parte de 1226 E. GUNHILLLLC,
para un sitio conocido como JOEY’s Cleaners, con identificacion de sitio #C203076.
Este sitio esta localizado en el Borough del Bronx, dentro del Condado del Bronx, y
esta localizado en 1244 East Gun Hill Road. Comentarios con respecto a esta aplicacion
deben ser enviados antes del 9 de junio de 2017. Una copia de esta aplicacion y otros doc-
umentos relevantes esta disponible en el repositorio de documentos ubicado en la Li-
breria Publica de New York- Allerton Branch, ubicada en 2740 Barnes Avenue, Bronx,
NY 10467. Informacion con respecto a este sitio y como enviar comentarios pueden ser
encontrados en el siguiente sitio de web: http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/60058.html,
o enviando comentarios por escrito dirijidos a Bryan Wong, Project Manager, yukyin.
wong/@dec.ny.gov, o llamando al 718-482-4995. Para recibir mas informacion relacio-
nada con esta notificacion directamente a su email, registrese con el county email
listservs disponible en el siguiente sitio: www.dec.ny.gov/chemicals/61092.html.




Over-the-Counter Ways to Quit Smoking

Are you trying to quit smoking?

If so, there are many over-the-
counter cessation aids available in
many stores and pharmacies that
can help you stay quit. Nicotine Re-
placement Therapy (NRT) options
help replace the nicotine from your
cigarettes and helps prevent crav-
ings. You don’t need a prescription
for these but if you get a prescrip-
tion from your doctor, the cost of the
medication can be reduced. There
are long-acting and short-acting op-
tions, and it is recommended that
you have one of each.

The long-acting option is the
patch, which comes in strengths:
Low (7 mcg), Medium (14 mcg) and
High (21 mcg). If you smoke 10 cig-
arettes a day or less, you should
start with the medium patch for six
weeks and then the low dose for two
weeks. If you smoke more than 10
cigarettes per day, you should start
with the high dose patch for six
weeks, then the medium patch for
two weeks, and then the low dose
patch for two weeks. You use a new
patch daily, which you apply after
waking up (remove the old one!) to
clean, dry, hairless skin (like upper
arms, back of shoulders, lower back

or hip). Try to use a different site
each time.

There are several short act-
ing options: NRT gum, lozenges,
spray or inhalers. Most people use
the gum or the lozenge unless they
have dental work that would inter-
fere. There are two doses of the
gum and the lozenges: low (2mg)
and high (4mg). Use the low dose
if you usually smoked your first
cigarette more than 30 minutes af-
ter waking, but the high dose if you
smoked within the first 30 minutes
of waking. For the gum, you chew it
until you sense a peppery taste and
then park it between your cheek and
gums. When the taste fades, chew
and park it again. You can use up to
24 pieces per day. For the lozenge,
allow it to dissolve slowly in your
mouth without chewing or swallow-
ing. You can use up to 20 lozenges
per day. For both the gum and the
lozenge, avoid eating and drinking
for 15 minutes before and after use.
The lozenge gives you a higher dose
of nicotine than the gum.

Good luck and stick with it!

Source: Montefiore Health Sys-
tem’s Office of Community & Popula-
tion Health.

Shop Foraham Road

“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

FORDHAM ROAD

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

For more information contact (718) 562-2104
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‘@ainbridge is a wonderful place,
I have many friends and | get to socialize.
Why should I stay home alone
when | have a family here?
- Registrant since 1996

We would like to invite you to our

Qpeen touse!

This Monday & Thursday,
9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Find out how you or a loved one
can take part in our
Day Health Care Program in a

warm, caring, & nurturing environment.

5 BAINBRIDGE
SERVICES: - . NENE

* Nursing, Medical Care
and Health Monitoring
* Case Management and
Coordination

* Therapy Services
(physical, occupational,
speech)

* Breakfast, Snacks, and
Lunch provided daily

* Fun activities and trips

* Free Wi-Fi and access to

computers

Free Door-to-door
TRANSPORTATION!

Se habla espariol
Mbl rOBOPVM MO PYCCKM

(/B BAINBRIDGE ~ ESVP Cortac
,‘ ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE CENTER Adriana Garcia
3518 Bainbridge Avenue * Bronx, New York 10467

Tel: (718) 653-2273 - Fax: (718) 882-6610

www.BainbridgeDayCares.com * info@BainbridgeDayCares.com
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BIG SAVINGS

THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!
COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND

Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to
Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!
All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment
Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946
for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

APARTMENT)

FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF.. AMO®

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE OROANIZATION

1601 Brordale Averue - Broao, MY 10462 - T 718 518 8000 - P 718 516 8585
i langaampropertysenioes. com

Professional Directory

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0to 21 years.
General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD Same-Day Appointment
Every Day! (718) 881-8999

Computer Repair
Upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen,
broken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.
We specialize in haircutting, hair care, hair coloring, all relaxers, Wave
Nouveau, weaving to stimulate hair growth and carefree curls. We also
offer press and curl. 20% off for seniors. 10% off for college students with
picture ID. 617 E. Fordham Road (Fordham University section).
Call today for your appointment: (347) 284-3834.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
A PLACE OF GRACE IN NORWOOD 3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY
Phone: (718) 652-6839 Web Site: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP - Sundays at noon BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.
THRIFT SHOP - Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America God’s work -- our hands

TRIPS

Kancella’s Travel & Tours presents “Tour 2017”
Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic, Aug. 25: 8 days and 7 nights. All inclusive
$1,789 per person. Use our easy layaway plan.
Noah’s Ark in Kentucky. 3-day weekend. $389 per person includes admission to Noah’s
Ark and Creation Museum on Friday, Aug. 18.
Las Vegas, Nevada. 5 days and 4 nights. $889 per person at Tropicana Casino, Friday,
Aug. 25.
Bally’s Casino, Atlantic City. Saturday, May 27, Memorial Day Weekend. Depart 9 a.m.
from East 163rd Street and Southern Boulevard. Price: $45. Bonus: $30.
For more information and reservations, please contact Kancella’s Travel & Tours at
(347) 405-2017 or Eddie at (718) 757-5485.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY.
NAME: Kingston 8ight Project Management Consultants, LL.C. Ar-
ticles of Organization were filed with the Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 1/17/2017. Office location: Bronx County. SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the LL.C upon whom process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of process to the LLC, United States Corporation
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose:
For any lawful purpose.




NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

Tour MMCC Camps

Free transportation
will be provided to take
a tour of Mosholu Mon-
tefiore Community Cen-
ter’s Mosholu Day Camp
at Harriman State Park on
June 10. For more informa-
tion about the camp, or to
schedule the visit, call (718)
882-4000 ext. 0 or www.mo-
sholudaycamp.com. An-
other tour with no free
transportation available,
is scheduled for June 4.

Free Education

Program
Free classes to improve
reading, writing, and

math are available at the
Bronx Library Center, 310
E. Kingsbridge Rd. The
classes are open to young
adults ages 16 to 24 or cur-
rently in an “out of school”
or “out of work” program.
For more information and
to enroll, call (718) 579-
4208 or email litconyalp@

gmail.com.

Personal Finance
Classes

University  Neighbor-
hood Housing Program
(UNHP) offers a free per-
sonal finance class for five
consecutive Thursdays
beginning June 1 at Con-
course House, 2751 Grand
Concourse (entrance on
East 196th Street) from 6
to 8 p.m. The course covers
financial worries around
debt, credit, garnishment,
banking products, sav-
ings, and more. Partici-
pants receive a free copy
of their credit report. For
more information, and to
register, call UNHP at (718)
933-2539.

Preserving NCBH

Volunteers are needed
to join the Bronx Health-
care Coalition, which seeks
to ensure North Central
Bronx Hospital remains a
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public hospital. For more
information and to join,
email Bxhealthcoalition@
gmail.com.

Bird Walks

Free bird walk tours,
sponsored by Councilman
Andrew Cohen with guides
provided by the New York
City Audubon Society and
Van Cortlandt Park Con-
servancy, are scheduled
for every Saturday from
now through July 29 from 8
t0 9:30 a.m. at the Van Cor-
tlandt Park Conservancy.
Meet at the VC Nature Cen-
ter. For more information,
contact Joseph McManus
at mcmanus638@aol.com.

Fresh Air Fund

Registration is open for
the Fresh Air Fund, which
offers free summer expe-
riences for children from
low-income communities
throughout the city for
ages 7 to 12 with volunteer

host families and sleep-
away camp for ages 8 to
15. For more information,
visit www.freshair.org or
call (800) 367-0003.

Safety Summit

Residents living
within Norwood, specifi-
cally Webster Avenue
from East Mosholu Park-
way North to Jerome
Avenue; Jerome Avenue
to Bainbridge Avenue;
Bainbridge Avenue to
East Gun Hill Road and
down to Webster Avenue,
are encouraged to attend
a “Safety Summit” meet-
ing on June 6 at 7 p.m.
at 3400 Reservoir Oval
East where they can
talk with NYPD officers
over safety issues in the
neighborhood. For more
information, call Police
Officer Marielena Reilly-
Derasmo at (929) 499-7027
or email marielena.reil-
lyderasmo@nypd.org.

Immigration Services

Free immigration ser-
vices ranging from natu-
ralization, citizenship,
visa renewals, and infor-
mation on DACA are avail-
able by appointment at
the office of Councilman
Ritchie Torres, 573 E. Ford-
ham Rd. (entrance on Hoff-
man Street) Mondays and
the first and third Wednes-
day of every month from
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information or to schedule
an appointment, call (718)
842-8100.

No Garbage Pickup

In observance of Me-
morial Day, the New York
City Department of Sani-
tation will suspend gar-
bage collection on May 29.
Residents who normally
receive Monday trans, or-
ganics or recycling collec-
tion should place their ma-
terial out at curbside after
4 p.m. on May 29.

ADVERTISE TODAY
NORWOOD NEWS

in the

Nearly 40,000 readers means 40,000 customers.

SELL YOUR BRAND. MAKE MONEY.

Advertise in the Norwood News. Call 718-324-4998.

\It ’E,‘J““‘\“ ” ‘E } N Ii “'t\“ )

3400 Heservoir Oval'E:

718.324.4996

N Y104t

b Bronx,

~
0
)

{

ARMO

o Adidy

N
e Wimiefy 4, =




14 e May 25-June 7, 2017 ® Norwood News

Out (gZAb out

Compiled by JUDY NOY

EDITOR’S PICK

Yiddish Klezfest

The public is invited to attend the 5th annual Yiddish Klezfest,
including music and dance, at Sholem-Aleichem Cultural
Center, 3301 Bainbridge Ave. on June 4 from 1:30 to 4 p.m.
Admission is $10. For more information, call (917) 930-0295

27 (tickets: $45 to $65; $100/VIP); and Spanish
Harlem Orchestra, June 3 (tickets: $55 to $85;
$100/VIP); both at 8 p.m. VIP tickets include
pre-concert wine and hors d’oeuvres reception
and the best seats in the house. For more
information and to RSVP, call (718) 960-8833.

Onstage

The Bronx Arts Ensemble presents a free
Memorial Day Weekend concert, May 28 at
2 p.m. featuring tango songs and movie music,
at Van Cortlandt Park, slightly east of the VC
House Museum. For more information, call

718) 601-7399 Riverdale Choral Society presents Come Sing

With Us!, a summer sing performance of
Brahms Ein Deutsches Requiem on June 14 at
7:30p.m. at the Christ Church Riverdale, 5030
Henry Hudson Pkwy. at 252nd Street. Tickets
are $15. For more information, call (718) 543-
2219.

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge
Rd., presents Let’s Do It, featuring songs by
Cole Porter, June 10 at 2:30 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit
www.nypl.org.

Friends of Van Cortlandt Park presents the
New York Philharmonic Concert & VIP
Reception on June 13 at 6:30 p.m. on the lawn
of the VC House Museum preceded by drinks

Lehman College’s Center for the Performing
Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W., presents Willie
Rosario & His Orchestra w/Tony Vega, May

A DAY OF MUSIC
AND DANCE!

5TH ANNUAL
SHOLEM-ALEICHEM

YIDDISH KLEZFEST
SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 2017
3301 BAINBRIDGE AVENUE

BRONX, NY

FOR INFO:
(917) 930-0295

$10 ADMISSION

AN AFTERNOON OF dancing awaits you at the annual Klezfest celebration held
at the Sholeim-Alechem Cultural Center (see Editor’s Pick for more details).
File photo by Adi Talwar

and hors d’oeuvres. For more information and
tickets, visit www.vancortlandt.org.

Events

St. Barnabas Hospital and the Belmont
Business Improvement District will hold a
street fair, “Picture a Healthier You,” which
will include fun and healthy activities, June 4
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Crescent Avenue
between Adams Place and Belmont Avenue.
Events include blood pressure, mammography
screenings, healthy cooking demos, exercises,
raffles, and giveaways. Hospital doctors,
nurses and dietitians will be on hand, and
healthy snacks and health care materials will
be distributed. For more information, call (718)
960-6375.

Saint Ann’s School will hold its Spring Show at
PS 94, 3530 Kings College Place on May 25 at
6 p.m. only for parents of children who attend
Saint Ann’s. The event is not open to the public.
For more information, call (718) 655-3449.

University Neighborhood Housing Program
(UNHP) will hold its free ViewsNWBX
Affordable Housing Forum on June 15 from
8:30 to 11 a.m. at Serviam Gardens, 323

E. 198th St. to discuss Bronx happenings
including community development,
demographics, multifamily housing sales, and
more. Breakfast is at 8:30 a.m. followed by
presentation and panel discussion at 9 a.m.
Seating is limited and reservations are required.
For more information and to RSVP, visit UNHP.
org.

People Power Movement will perform guerrilla
theatre to illustrate the criminality of negligent

landlords and protest community displacement.

The street performance and community
speak out is on June 2 from 5 to 7 p.m. at
Hunts Point Plaza, and June 3 from 3 to 5 p.m.
at Graham Triangle. Free reading materials will
be distributed. The performances are meant
to dramatize the failure of the justice system
to properly deal with landlords who disregard
their tenants, many of whom are working poor
and minorities. For more information, call (718)
288-2217.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W. 252nd

St. in Riverdale, offers Family Art Projects:
Palisades in Plaster, to create sculptural rock
formation, May 27 and 28; and Rainbow
Passage, to create a spectrum with transparent
material to make into bright window hangings,
June 3 and 4; both in the WH House from 10

a.m. to 1 p.m. Grounds admission is free until
noon Saturdays and Tuesdays all year. For
more information and a schedule of events
including tours and walks, call (718) 549-3200.

Exhibits

Bronx Council on the Arts presents an opening
reception for “Sovereign,” recent works by
Wanda Raimundi-Ortiz, including drawings and
photographs, June 7 from 5 to 9 p.m. at the
Longwood Art Gallery at Hostos, 450 Grand
Concourse, room C-190. For more information,
visit bronxarts.org.

Library Events

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge
Rd., presents for children: Hands-On Project
at 4 p.m.: (ages 7 to 12; preregistration
required), Wooden Airplane Making, May 25.
For more information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57
or visit www.nypl.org.

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th St., offers for
children: Greenhouse Exploration: (ages 5 to
12), weather permitting, to hang out in the back
yard to play and help maintain the garden, plant
seeds, compost, water plants or do craft, June
7 at 3:30 p.m.; and Jungle Safari and Friends:
Kickoff Party: (all ages through 12; registration
required), a summer reading program featuring
a live music program with reading, singing,
dancing, audience participation, and musical
instruments, and including games and

crafts, June 8 at noon. Adults can attend:
Knitting Circle: Thursdays at 3 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 882-8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames Place
(near Kingsbridge Road), offers for children:
Kids Get Active Fridays at 2:45 p.m.: (ages

5 to 12), dance moves on the Wii game
console, May 26 and June 2; Preschool Story
Time and Craft at 11:15 a.m.: (ages 3 to 5),
featuring books, puppetry, dramatics, crafts
and flannel boards, June 1 and 8; and Summer
Dance Party: (all ages to 12), summer reading
program including music, dance, puppetry,
and leis, June 8 at 2 p.m. Adults can attend:
Computer Basics: June 1 at noon and 6 p.m.
and June 8 at noon. For more information, call
(718) 549-5200.

NOTE: Items for consideration may be mailed
to our office or sent to norwoodnews@

norwoodnews.org, and should be received by
May 29 for the next publication date of June 8.
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(continued from page 1)

condition. Privacy laws bar commu-
nity boards from revealing the medical
status of a volunteer member or paid
employee. Reasonable accommodation
requests require employers to offer a
comfortable work space to employees to
“perform the essential functions of the
job in connection with disability, reli-
gion, pregnancy, childbirth or a related
condition,” as laid out in the city’s offi-
cial “Reasonable Accommodation Pro-
cedural Guidelines” book drafted by
the New York City Department of City-
wide and Administrative Services.

The procedural book continued,
“There is no one-size-fits-all formula
for deciding when to grant a reason-
able accommodation. Rather, the rea-
sonable accommodation process must
be flexible, interactive, and individual-
ized with meaningful, cooperative and
timely communication between the
individual requesting the accommoda-
tion and the agency.”

Agencies can deny the reasonable
accommodation request, but the bur-
den of proof is very high given the city’s
broad protections for infirm employees.
The agency, acting as employer, must
prove that while it made a good faith at-

Comm. Bd. 7 DM To Return?

tempt at accommodating an employee’s
request, following through with it can
present an undue hardship.

Thoughlaws are in the books tomeet
special accommodations, Sandler’s re-
quest is somewhat unprecedented for
a community board. As of press time,
the Bronx Borough President’s Office,
which oversees community boards
across the Bronx, could not determine
other instances where a reasonable ac-
commodation request was made for a
paid board employee.

Should Sandler return, the board
will likely be able to respond to con-
stituent complaints in a more timely
manner. Community Board 7 covers
the northwest Bronx neighborhoods of
Norwood, Bedford Park, Kingsbridge,
Fordham and University Heights. Dis-
trict managers are hired by commu-
nity boards following an interview pro-
cess and finally a yes or no vote by the
full board, cementing the premise that
DMs usually serve at the pleasure of
the board and can be fired at will. They
usually serve as a liaison between the
community, largely its members, and
New York City government agencies,
conveying neighborhood issues to the
appropriate agency.
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Compounding Sandler’s absence is
his active probationary status with the
board. Board members cited procedural
missteps in their decision to place San-
dler on probation. Individual boards
are allowed to place district manag-
ers on probation until further notice.
Sources had told the Norwood News the
probation was payback against Sandler
who had informed the Bronx Borough
President’s Office of certain office pro-
cedures that were deemed question-
able.

Sandler did not respond to a request
for comment. On his personal Face-
book page, which features a profile
picture of him standing outside CB7’s
office, Sandler had thanked supporters
for seeing him through a tough time.
“It feels good to know that I am not
alone and to be surrounded by so many
good, decent and honest people who
have sacrificed their time and energy
to be by my side, to lend a helping hand
or just to listen to what I have to say,”
Sandler wrote.

Sandler’s presumed return comes
as the board holds elections for posi-
tions of the entire executive board,
though changes are scant.

Terms for chair, first vice chair,

second vice chair, third vice chair, sec-
retary, and treasurer are expiring. But
the current secretary Nora Feury, cur-
rent first vice chair Barbara Stronczer,
and current second vice chair Robyn
Saunders will not face challengers.

Meantime, board member Anthony
Perez is expected to assume the role
of treasurer currently held by fellow
member Jean Hill, who did not seek
another term and was nominated for
chair instead. She’ll square off against
Walker-Santiago, who received nods
for chair and third vice chair, cur-
rently held by longtime board member,
Andrew Laiosa.

The tenor of this election cycle
is less contentious than in previous
years when board members have often
been evenly split over who will lead
the board. Two years ago, the closely
watched race for chair ended with
Walker-Santiago securing a win by
one vote. Her challenger was William
Francis, who accused the board of los-
ing “sight of the well-being of our com-
munity.” Francis eventually left the
board.

Elections will be held on June 20,
the last meeting before the board goes
on its summer hiatus.
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