
By DAVID CRUZ 
A Bronx tenant’s advo-

cacy group claims land-
lords may be skirting the 
rules by not showing rent-
stabilized tenants rent 
history forms. They’re 
also claiming the state 
agency tasked to track 
these rent histories fails 

to thoroughly double check 
whether a landlord’s rent 
increase on a tenant is jus-
tifiable. 

West Bronx Housing, 
headquartered in Bedford 
Park, has since been col-
lecting these statements 
dubbed FL/DR-1.0 forms to 
pick up patterns while en-

listing the help of elected 
officials. The group has 
now zeroed in on an apart-
ment building in River-
dale, where rent histories 
are suspect. They’re now 
requesting these forms to 
tenants living in Norwood 
and Bedford Park. 

Sally Dunford, execu-

tive director of West Bronx 
Housing, has noticed an 
uptick in these suspect rent 
histories amid an afford-
able housing crisis that’s 
making living in New York 
City, including the Bronx, 
almost impossible for the 
working class. 
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RENT ROLLS
QUESTIONED

Bedford Park housing group questions legitimacy of tenants’ rent

Photo by Adi Talwar

SALLY DUNFORD, EXECUTIVE Director of West Bronx Housing (r), and her colleague Andrew Laiosa (l), compile rent history forms alleging 
inconsistencies in rent rolls.



By DR. HERMINIA PALACIO
As a doctor, I learned to be relentless 

when treating my patients. So, I am proud 
of the relentless effort the de Blasio admin-
istration has put into taking on the home-
lessness crisis. As a New Yorker, I share the 
frustration of many that we haven’t made 
enough progress. 

 We have already stopped the decades-
long rise of people coming into shelters with 
an aggressive set of programs, including 
rental assistance, street outreach, afford-
able housing, and expanded legal services 
for those facing eviction. But we must do 
more.  

 Now, we will create a more rational and 
effective shelter system that responds to 
homelessness borough by borough, neigh-
borhood by neighborhood, human being by 
human being.  

 New Yorkers will see fewer shelters. We 
will end the use of all cluster apartments 
by 2021 and all commercial hotels by 2023, 
reducing the number of shelter facilities 
by nearly 45 percent. New shelters will be 
cleaner, safer, and situated strategically to 
help residents stay near their old neighbor-
hoods and supplied with services to help res-
idents back into stable housing. 

 This isn’t a quick fix, but it will turn the 
tide on a decades-old reality. From 1994 un-
til 2014, the number of people living in shel-
ters soared 115 percent. Years of rising rents 
combined with stagnating wages means that 
today 70 percent of those in our shelters are 
families; 34 percent of them have at least one 
member working.

 Reacting to this crisis, the City sent 
people wherever a shelter bed was open, 
even if that bed was far from their old home. 
When shelters overflowed, people were sent 
to more isolated hotel rooms or apartments 
in buildings with renters. Far from their 
old lives, in shelters that lacked appropriate 
services, shelter residents had no easy path 
back to stability. 

 Our reformed shelter system keeps peo-
ple in the boroughs they call home and of-
fers career counseling, health counseling 
and more to help them back on their feet. 
This approach, coupled with other efforts, 
will reduce the number of homeless people 
in shelters by 2,500 over the next five years – 
the first reduction in a decade.

 We are also committed to reforming how 
we notify communities about new shelters, 
giving advance notice of new facilities and 
creating an advisory board in every new 
shelter to handle local complaints.  In turn, 
we are asking neighborhoods to be our part-
ners, helping to make new shelter sites work 

and helping to house people in need from 
their own community.

 Working together, this city of 8.5 million 
people will make sure that no New Yorker 
has to face homelessness alone. 

Dr. Herminia Palacio is deputy mayor for 
Health and Human Services.
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Public and Community Meetings

OPINION

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 will hold its general board meeting on March 21 at Sister Annunciata Bethell Senior Center, 
243 E. 204th St., at 6:30 p.m. CB7 committee meetings will be held on the following dates at the board office, 229A East 
204th St., at 6:30 p.m.: Economic Development, Community Relations & Long Term Planning Committee on March 28; 
and Website Acknowledgement & Media Committee on March 29. For more information, call (718) 933-5650. 

The 52ND PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL will hold its monthly meeting at Part of the Solution, 2759 Webster 
Ave., on March 23 from 7 to 9 p.m. For more information, call (718) 220-5824. 

St. Ann School Should Convert
Now that the closing of St. Ann 

School at the end of the school year is 
official, it may be a good time to chan-
nel Alexander Graham Bell when he 
said, “When one door closes, another 
opens.”

This can be a great opportunity 
for the Board of Education to con-
sider using the building for a public 
school. With all the overcrowding in 
our local schools, such a large prop-

erty would be ideal. Building changes 
should be minimal since classrooms 
are already established. In addition, 
the attached church which has re-
mained unused and empty for almost 
two years can be part of a possible fu-
ture public school.

Perhaps it would help if parents 
of young children attending public 
school spoke out.

Judy Noy
Norwood resident

Turning the Tide on Homelessness

File Photo  

THE CITY LOOKS to reduce the number of homeless individuals by 2,500 over the 
next fi ve years. Here, a homeless man sleeps on a bench along Mosholu Parkway in 
2015. 
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Affordable Housing for Rent
THE BEDFORD
50 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS AT 3160 WEBSTER AVENUE, BRONX, NY 10467
NORWOOD
Amenities: Bike storage, roof deck, and laundry room.
Transit: Metro North, 2, 3, 4, A, C, and D Trains, Bx28, Bx30, Bx38, Bx41 and Bx41SBS Buses.
No application fee • No broker’s fee • Smoke-free building 
This building is being constructed through the Inclusionary Housing Program of the New York City Department of Housing Preservation 
and Development and the SLIHTC and LIHTC programs of the New York State Department of Homes & Community Renewal.

Who Should Apply? Individuals or households who meet the income and 
household size requirements listed in the table below 
may apply. Qualified applicants will be required to 
meet additional selection criteria.  Applicants who live 
in New York City receive a general preference for 
apartments. 

A percentage of units is set aside for:
Mobility-disabled applicants (5%)
Vision- or hearing-disabled applicants (2%)

Preference for a percentage of units goes to:
Residents of Bronx Community Board 7 (50%)
Municipal employees (5%)

AVAILABLE UNITS AND INCOME REQUIREMENTS
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Unit Size Monthly Rent1 Units Available Household Size2
Annual Household Income3

(Minimum – Maximum)4

Studio $734 1 1 person $26,503 - $31,750

1 bedroom $786 2
1 person $28,320 - $31,750
2 people $28,320 - $36,250

2 bedroom $943 4
2 people $33,737 - $36,250
3 people $33,737 - $40,800 

4 people $33,737 - $45,300 

3 bedroom $1,090 2

3 people $39,223 - $40,800 

4 people $39,223 - $45,300 

5 people $39,223 - $48,950 

6 people $39,223 - $52,550 
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Unit Size Monthly Rent1 Units Available Household Size2
Annual Household Income3

(Minimum – Maximum)4

Studio $880 5  1 person $31,508 - $38,100

1 bedroom $943 10
1 person $33,703 - $38,100
2 people $33,703 - $43,500

2 bedroom $1,132 12
2 people $40,217 - $43,500
3 people $40,217 - $48,960 

4 people $40,217 - $54,360 

3 bedroom $1,308 2

3 people $46,697 - $48,960 
4 people $46,697 - $54,360 

5 people $46,697 - $58,740 

6 people $46,697 - $63,060 
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Unit Size Monthly Rent1 Units Available Household Size2
Annual Household Income3

(Minimum – Maximum)4

Studio $1,174 2  1 person $41,589 - $50,800

1 bedroom $1,258 4
1 person $44,503 - $50,800
2 people $44,503 - $58,000

2 bedroom $1,510 4
2 people $53,177 - $58,000
3 people $53,177 - $65,280 

4 people $53,177 - $72,480 

3 bedroom $1,745 2

3 people $61,680 - $65,280 

4 people $61,680 - $72,480 

5 people $61,680 - $78,320 

6 people $61,680 - $84,080 
1 Rent includes gas for cooking.
2 Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject to occupancy criteria.
3 Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change.
4 Minimum income listed may not apply to applicants with Section 8 or other qualifying rental subsidies. Asset limits also apply.

How Do You Apply?
Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request an application by mail, send a self-addressed envelope to:
The Bedford, 87-14 116th Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418. Only send one application per development. Do not submit duplicate applications. Do not apply 
online and also send in a paper application. Applicants who submit more than one application may be disqualified.

When is the Deadline?
Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than May 5, 2017. Late applications will not be considered.
What Happens After You Submit an Application?
After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you will be invited to an 
interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months after the application deadline. You will 
be asked to bring documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, and your household income.

Español Presente una solicitud en línea en nyc.gov/housingconnect. Para recibir una traducción de español de este anuncio y la solicitud impresa, envíe un sobre con la 
dirección a The Bedford, 87-14 116th Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418. En el reverso del sobre, escriba en inglés la palabra “SPANISH.” Las solicitudes se 
deben enviar en línea o con sello postal antes de 5 de mayo 2017.

 nyc.gov/housingconnect The Bedford, 87-14 116th Street, Richmond 
Hill, NY 11418. “CHINESE” 2017 5 5

    ,   : nyc.gov/housingconnect.           
      The Bedford, 87-14 116th Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418.  “RUSSIAN”  

 .          (     )   .
nyc.gov/housingconnect   .         The Bedford, 87-14 116th

Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418  .   “KOREAN”   . 2017 5 5    

    .
Kreyòl Ayisyien Aplike sou entènèt sou sitwèb nyc.gov/housingconnect. Pou resevwa yon tradiksyon anons sa a nan lang Kreyòl Ayisyen ak aplikasyon an sou papye, voye 

anvlòp ki gen adrès pou retounen li nan: The Bedford, 87-14 116th Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418. Nan dèyè anvlòp la, ekri mo “HATIAN CREOLE” an Anglè. 
Ou dwe remèt aplikasyon yo sou entènèt oswa ou dwe tenbre yo anvan dat me 5, 2017.

nyc.gov/housingconnect
The Bedford, 87-14 116th Street, Richmond Hill, NY 11418ARABIC."

52017.

Governor Andrew Cuomo Mayor Bill de Blasio HCR Commissioner RuthAnne Visnauskas HPD Commissioner Maria Torres-Springer 
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It’s basically the same thing. He’s 
still targeting certain countries, 
even though Iraq is no longer on 
the ban, but it’s really the same 
thing. It’s just that this time he’s 
going through the proper protocols. 
I support protecting our borders 
and I believe there are rules, there 
are ways to come into this country. 
However, I don’t think it should just 
target certain countries and not 
just mainly minority countries.

Marie Destin
Norwood

They just have to check people who 
are applying for visas, check their 
records if they’ve been a criminal 
or if they’ve been with any kind 
of terrorist group. Terrorists don’t 
just come from the Middle East; 
they can come from anywhere in 
the world. You shouldn’t just split 
families because I have my two 
kids who are U.S. citizens and their 
mom is stuck in Africa, not even 
in Yemen. I’ve paid $70,000 just 
to keep them eating for one year. 
Imagine if I could have spent that 
$70,000 here in America.

Mohamad Quteibi
Bedford Park

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

This week we asked readers their thoughts on President Donald Trump’s revised 
Executive Order calling on a temporary ban of citizens from six largely Muslim countries. 

I feel that it should not be the way 
it is. I feel that people should be 
able to come in when they want. I 
don’t feel that it supports America. 
I feel that it mostly hurts America 
because the United States is 
based on people coming back 
and forth since the beginning 
of time. I’ve heard that travel to 
America is down and it’s hurting 
the economy.

Ronald McDaniel
Throggs Neck

i think in a way it’s good because 
illegal immigration is making the 
economy drop. You see all of these 
people are making their money 
here and they’re sending all of the 
money that they make here and 
send it to their countries, and it’s 
hurting the economy. I didn’t vote 
for Trump, but some of his ideas I 
support.

Juan Larregui
Soundview

I think the travel ban really doesn’t 
work for a lot of people, but 
unfortunately these things do 
happen and if you don’t have any 
money or a green card you’re in 
trouble. I really don’t support it.

Walter Ramirez
Parkchester
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Mosholu Montefiore Community Center
3450 Dekalb Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
REGISTER TODAY! Season begins April 8!
CALL: 845.882.4000 | VISIT: MMCC.ORG

Register Now for MMCC’s 2017 
Baseball & Softball Leagues

Divisions are based on age as of June 1, 2017  Copy of Birth Certificate  for new players required.

Ages 5-16
$160, plus $20 accident fee
Includes Official Little League® uniform 
(hat, shirt, pants, socks) w/sponsor’s name.

Fundraise & Play for Free!
Families can sell raffle tickets and keep money earned 
to offset baseball fees. Raffle ticket stubs must be handed in to 
MMCC. If you sell enough books, your child can play for Free!

Coaches Wanted! Contact Jose Rodriguez at jrodriguez@mmcc.org

By DYLAN CROLL 
During a New York City Council 

hearing last year, the NYPD addressed 
claims over the abuse of police plac-
ards displayed on a civilian car’s dash-
board, indicating that the owners are 
police officers or emergency personnel 
looking to avoid getting a ticket.  

The police asserted it was a very 
minor problem of infrequent occur-
rence. Little did they know that a skep-
tical audience member was watching 
with every intention of holding them 
accountable, going on to create a Twit-
ter page wholly dedicated to tracking 
abuse of police placards. 

Since early 2016, the “Placard Cor-
ruption” page has almost 5,000 follow-
ers and 6,000 tweets. Its feed is laden 
with photos that exhibit NYPD plac-
ards displayed on a civilian car so 
owners can skirt traffic laws, creating 
a double standard by law enforcement 
sworn to uphold the law. These infrac-
tions, sent directly to the NYPD’s offi-
cial Twitter handle, include blocking 
fire hydrants, parking on sidewalks, 
blocking crosswalks, and parking on 
alternate side days.  

On top of parking infractions, Plac-
ard Corruption is known to also take of-
fense to illegal plastic covers on license 

plates, which can be seen head on, but 
not at an angle, making it tougher for 
enforcement cameras to identify the 
registered owner. These covers are il-
legal in New York State. And though 
Police Commissioner James P. O’Neill 
allegedly took a public stance against 
them, a picture was posted on the Plac-
ard Corruption site showing a covered 
license plate in the parking lot of the 
NYPD headquarters.  

“The only people with these 
covers are police officers because 
if a regular civilian does it, there 
are [Traffic Enforcement Officers] 
walking around every day and if 
they do it, they get a citation.” says 
the creator of Placard Corruption, 
who asked to remain anonymous 
due to threats from purported po-
lice officers. “The NYPD won’t let 
people do their job when it comes 

to people who work for the depart-
ment.”

The network of Placard Corrup-
tion users has noticed particularly 
egregious examples of these trans-
gressions within the 52nd Precinct 
borders, which cover Norwood, 
Bedford Park, Kingsbridge Heights, 
Fordham, and University Heights. 

 “Let’s say a car is parked in front 
of a fire hydrant. They’ll get the 
complaint, they’ll go into their sys-
tem, they’ll put it in a response that 
is untrue. Let’s say it’s a blocked fire 
hydrant for example. They’ll go in 
and they’ll say that they responded 
and they didn’t see any evidence of 
the parking violation,” the founder 
says. “We’ll have one of our people 
go back afterwards and there it’ll 
be clear as day. No one could have 
missed it and they’ll take pictures 
and they’ll post it up…”

“Where does it stop?” Placard 
Corruption’s creator asks, “Do these 
guys start fudging the truth when-
ever they want to put somebody be-
hind bars as well? It really starts to 
erode the trust.” 

A request to the NYPD for com-
ment was made, but remained pend-
ing as of press time.

To Stem Double Standard, Twitter Account Takes on Placard Abuse

Screen Shot

THE PLACARD CORRUPTION SITE is frequently fi lled with posts involving police 
offi cers or emergency personnel who exploit the powers of a placard, according to its 
network of users. 
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An elevator is coming to the Bedford 
Park B/D line train station. 

The MTA revealed those plans at a 
Community Board 7 Transportation 
Committee meeting on March 9. They 
told members the lift will be installed 
at the center median of the Grand Con-
course near Bedford Park Boulevard 
after reconfiguring the intersection 
with help from the city Department 
of Transportation. The plan requires 
no approvals from the board, though 
Transportation Chair Lowell Green 
backs the project, telling the Norwood 
News, “The more elevators we get, the 
better off we are.” 

Ridership on the B/D line has re-
mained steady in recent years, thanks 
to attractions like the New York Botan-
ical Garden and the Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts, which are within 
walking distance. 

The news comes two years after the 
MTA installed an elevator at the Kings-
bridge Road B/D station at the north-
east corner of the Grand Concourse 
and Kingsbridge Road. 

Construction of the new elevator 
is expected to take place sometime in 
2018.

—David Cruz 

Elevator Planned 
For B/D Line 
Bedford Pk. 

Station

Photo by Adeline Hanssen

MTA OFFICIALS TOLD members of 
Community Board 7’s Transportation 
Committee it plans to install an elevator 
at the center median of the Grand Con-
course near the B/D Bedford Park sub-
way station (pictured). 

TO REPORT A

STORY TO THE 

NORWOOD NEWS,

CALL US AT

718-324-4998

Photo by Miriam Quinones

NORWOOD AND BEDFORD PARK residents took time to browse through knickknacks at the annual flea market sponsored 
by the Bedford Mosholu Community Association. Books, housewares, and other items were on display at the market held 
on March 4 at Saint Mary’s Orthodox Church of India. Barbara Stronczer, president of BMCA, characterized the daylong 
bonanza as a success.

Success at BMCA Flea Market

On Monday, Feb. 13, a meeting was 
held by the New York City Council dis-
cussing ways to improve public trans-
portation to impact the lives of New 
Yorkers under the so-called Fair Fares 
campaign. Among the supporters is 
Councilman Andrew Cohen. 

Council Members argue the cost of a 
subway ride has been an issue for citi-
zens, keeping them from job opportuni-
ties, education, cultural experiences, 
and more. The campaign looks to re-
duce the cost of a subway ride for low-
income New Yorkers to as much as half 
price to ensure riders are able to travel 
affordably. 

 “The cost of public transit contin-
ues to increase while the quality of ser-
vice does not. Many New Yorkers are 
being priced out of utilizing our pub-
lic transit with one in four low-income 
New Yorkers unable to afford subway 
and bus fares.”

—Christina Owusu-Ampaw 

Cohen Backs 
Fair Fares Act

FOLLOW US 

ONLINE

WWW.

NORWOODNEWS.

ORG

Photo by Jessica Gordon

MITCH ROSE (2ND FROM R.), president and executive officer of Woodlawn 
Cemetery, accepts a plaque on behalf of Woodlawn Cemetery, named Non-
profit of the Year by the Bronx Chamber of Commerce at its annual gala cel-
ebration on March 9. Rose stands with (l-r), Nunzio Del Greco, president of the 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce; Joseph Kelleher, chairman of the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce; and WABC-TV meteorologist Dave Evans. Woodlawn was 
among some of the institutions honored at the annual gathering, with Mon-
tefiore Health System among the honorees.

Bx. Chamber of Commerce 
Honors Woodlawn Cemetery
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By ADELINE HANSSEN  
Talk about a long shot.
  The demand for entry into Bronx 

Community Charter School (BCCS) in 
Norwood has increased now that Tech 
International Charter School (TICS) 
in Kingsbridge will close at the end of 
the school year. Parents of the soon-to-
close school hope to win the lottery for 
entry into BCCS.

 But of the 28 applicants for the sev-
enth grade class and 21 for the eighth 
grade class, only four of them may be 
allowed into the school, according to 
the school’s co-founder. And that’s if 
there are four slots indeed.

 Of these applications, 19 come from 
students who are currently enrolled at 
TICS, falling within the overly crowded 
School District 10. After not meeting 
its goals, TICS’s board of trustees vol-
untarily decided to close. According 
to Sasha Wilson, a co-director and co-
founder of BCCS, the closure of TICS 
has led to “parents flooding our tours, 
desperate for middle school seats.”

“The application process is gov-
erned by a law and so all charter 
schools accept applications from any-
one and everyone and we’re obligated 
to go out and recruit,” said Wilson, 
“Once we hit our deadline, we stop tak-
ing applications and then we hold a lot-
tery.”

 Parents apply despite being aware 
that students will be on a waiting list 
that grows by each year. “[T]here are 
hundreds of kids who will need sev-

enth and eighth grade seats in District 
10 next year, many of whom live in 
the  Norwood News  readership area,” 
said Wilson. “The dozen or so families 
who have come here are just a small 
piece of the very complicated question 
of how you find seats for all of these 
kids when their school no longer ex-
ists.”

After TICS closes, there will be five 
charter schools remaining in District 
10, including BCCS. The rest include 
Atmosphere Academy Public Charter 
School (AAPCS),Charter High School 
for Law and Social Justice, Interna-
tional Leadership Charter School and 
the combined New Visions Charter 
High School for Advanced Math and 
Science and New Visions Charter High 
School for Humanities.

  BCCS, the only K-8 school in the 
district, was founded in 2008 by local 
educators and families. It expanded to 
a middle school in 2015. About 50 kin-
dergarten students are accepted from 
an application pool of 200 to 500 pro-
spective students.

  According to Wilson, the lottery 
is random, but with “a certain set of 
preferences,” which include siblings of 
current students and students who live 
within the community school district. 
The results of the lottery are made in a 
public event, and families of potential 
students are invited to come.

 The 19 TICS applicants will be en-
tered into this lottery if any spots open 
up for the fall. 

With Kingsbridge School 
Set to Close, Parents Now 

Eye Norwood’s BCCS

Photo by Adeline Hanssen
BRONX COMMUNITY CHARTER SCHOOL
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By DAVID CRUZ 
Gerri Gagliardi, a third grade 

teacher at St. Ann’s School, didn’t 
say much to convey the sense of grief 
over news that the Catholic school 
she’s taught in for a decade will close. 
Her hazel-green eyes did most of the 
talking. 

The same went for Tracy McGov-
ern, Robbin Vails, and Sylvia Rini, 
all teachers at the parochial school 
and stricken with anger as they con-
tinued processing the Archdiocese 
of New York’s decision to close the 
school. The school is co-located with 
the Shrine Church of St. Ann, which 
closed its doors in August 2015 for 
financial reasons, according to the 
Archdiocese. These days, the church 
side has remained “just a shell,” as 
Rini put it. The parish, meantime, 
merged with St. Brendan Church a 
mile away. 

Speaking to the Norwood News, 
the foursome couldn’t grasp why a 
school that’s shown increased enroll-
ment, fostered community, and in-
fused a sense of spirituality in young 
children would suddenly be picked 
for closure. 

“What we think is unfair is that 
we’re not being closed because of 
anything we have done,” Rini said. 
“It’s not poor test scores, it’s not an 
enrollment that’s dropping. We were 
on a growth spurt.”  

For Vails, the fix was already in. 
“We’re just told four months before 
school ends, so even if there was a 
possibility that we could salvage our-
selves, we don’t have any time to do 
it,” Vails, who teaches first grade, 
said. 

The results, teachers argue, would 
be pernicious to the young ones, and 
particularly devastating to its sev-
enth grade class forced to relocate at 
a critical juncture in their life. 

A cloud of heartache now con-
sumes the school. Its principal, Ajeia 
Beebe, a year and a half into the 
job, was once enthusiastic over new 
directions she could take with the 
school. These days, she’s adrift, ac-
cording to teachers. “She was hired 
when the church closed that sum-
mer,” Rini said. “[T]his woman has 
done so much in the year and a half. 
And I feel like she was lied to. I feel 
like this was a given when the church 
closed. It’s made itself clear now, that 
this was already in the works, that 
this was going to happen.” 

For McGovern, who teaches sec-

ond grade, it’s a crucible that’s rat-
tled her faith. She’s drafted a letter 
to Pope Francis, head of the Catholic 
Church, venting over the decision to 
close an esteemed school four months 
before the end of the academic year. 

“Many of us are feeling betrayed 
and shunned by this whole system,” 
McGovern wrote.  

The children have also drafted 
letters to the Archdiocese, pleading 
to keep the school open. The Arch-
diocese has reversed its decision on 
school closures in the past, though 
reversals seldom happen. 

But teachers have kept a positive 
veneer for the sake of the students. 
Guarantees were made that the 

teachers will be reassigned, though 
they were told their paychecks will 
decrease and their tenure status re-
voked, the result of an agreement 
between the Archdiocese and the 
Federation of Catholic Teachers, the 
union representing Catholic school 
teachers. 

“I wind up going backwards,” 
McGovern said, estimating she may 
lose $2,000 a year. 

St. Ann’s School is one of three 
schools the Archdiocese decided to 
close by the end of the school year. 
Diocesan officials offered a tepid ex-
planation to justify closing St. Ann’s 
School, simply citing that it cannot 
continue to “educate students in a 
school where a significant portion of 
the facility is unutilized.” 

The timing of St. Ann’s School’s 
impending closure comes within the 
two-year anniversary of the church’s 
closing. The group noted that canon 
law dictates that a church needs to be 
vacant for two years or de-sanctified 
before diocesan officials can put the 
property up for sale. With the two-
year mark approaching, teachers 
suspect diocesan officials of lining 
up interest to sell the property right 
as the church approaches its two-
year anniversary. Beebe had hoped 
that the empty space could’ve been 
converted into a gymnasium for chil-
dren to play in, rather than the park-
ing lot. 

A review of property records 
through Property Shark shows the 
four-story, 21,375-square-foot lot to 
be valued at just over $3.2 million. 
In most cases, the property for de-
funct Catholic schools are typically 
leased to the New York City Depart-
ment of Education. A review by the 
Norwood News shows that of the six 
Bronx Catholic schools the Archdio-
cese announced would close in 2013-
2014, three have or will be converted 
to a public or charter school. The rest 
have remained vacant. 

A spokesman for the Archdiocese 
said the school closed because it was 
not operationally and logistically 
feasible to keep the school open with-
out an active church. The spokesman 
added that although diocesan offi-
cials issue a closure, which was not 
motivated by a desire to sell the prop-
erty, it’s up to the head of the parish 
to decide the fate of a closed school. 

Adeline Hanssen contributed to re-
search for this article. 

Before Shutdown, St. Ann’s School Teachers Demand Answers

Photo by Adeline Hanssen

PARENTS OF STUDENTS of St. Ann’s School walk their children out of the Catholic 
school that’s set to close at the end of the school year. 

File Photo  

ARIEL WILLIAMS OF St. Ann’s School dons a homemade helmet to play Neil Arm-
strong during a “wax” museum presentation in spring of 2014. 



By REBECCA LEWIS of

Leviticus Mitchell’s life could have 
taken a different turn had he known his 
rights. Mitchell, who is 22, was just 14 years 
old when he entered the criminal justice sys-
tem, arrested on a gun possession charge. 
He was living in the Crotona section of the 
Bronx and said he was on his way to the lo-
cal precinct to drop off a gun he had found 
for a gun buyback program. But a recent 
stabbing in the area had increased police 
presence and when Mitchell saw some cops, 
he panicked.

“I knew I had a weapon on me and that 
I was trying – I didn’t want to pull out a 
weapon and get shot or anything like that. 
So I was scared, so I ran,” Mitchell said. “I’d 
rather go to jail than be dead.”

When the police saw Mitchell running, 
they chased him, arrested him, and brought 
him to the precinct. There, he said the po-
lice questioned him for a long time until he 
finally gave a false confession and admitted 
to a crime he didn’t commit. Mitchell would 
spend the next five years in prison. 

At the time of his arrest, Mitchell didn’t 
realize the police weren’t allowed to ques-
tion him without a parent present, given 
that he was a minor. And he has learned 
since that the first thing he should have 
done was ask for a lawyer before he said 
anything to police.

Mitchell learned a hard lesson about the 
law and his rights, one that might have been 
avoided if he had known them. The Bronx 
Defenders, a non-profit group offering free 
legal defense services to Bronx residents, 
holds know your rights workshops hoping 
to prevent outcomes like Mitchell’s. Walter 
Rodriguez is charged with organizing these 
sessions. He said at the start of every single 
one, the trainer asks five true or false ques-
tions on police interactions. 

I have to speak with a police officer if he 
or she wants me to.

If a police officer tells me I’m not being 
detained, I can walk away.

If I am a non-citizen, I have to tell police 
what my immigration status is.

It doesn’t matter if I consent to a search 

or not.
If police ask me questions at the pre-

cinct, I should respond.
With the exception of question two, all 

the other questions are “false.” But Rodri-
guez said residents often get the answers 
wrong. He said “90 percent of the time” 
people think that if a police officer wants to 
talk to you, they have to talk to them. 

But simply knowing your rights is not 
enough, according to Stanley Richard, exec-
utive vice president of Fortune Society. The 
organization helps former inmates reenter 
the community and offers alternatives to 
incarceration. Richard said he has been ar-
rested multiple times and each time, learns 
more about how to interact with police.

“My first arrest, I was busy trying to tell 
them I didn’t do it. And what I’ve learned 
is everything I said to them, when I got in 
front of a judge, the district attorney was re-
peating it,” Richard said. “So I learned after 
that interaction you don’t talk to the police; 
you don’t try to tell them your story because 
there is no ‘your side’ of the story. The only 
thing they’re going to do is they’re going 
to document it and they’re going to use it 
against you in court. And they say that in 
your Miranda Rights, but your first interac-
tion, you’re not thinking about that.”

Richard said a resident from an area 
like the Bronx, a borough largely affected 
by broken window policing, is much more 
likely to interact with police than in other 
parts of the city. He said knowing your 
rights goes beyond simply knowing your 
rights, but understanding the best ways to 

exercise those rights when interacting with 
police. Richard said that understanding 
happens from experience. His main piece of 
advice is what he and Mitchell learned af-
ter their first arrests: “I want to talk to my 
lawyer.”

Kurame James is one such criminal 
defense attorney who works for the Bronx 
Defenders. James noted if a person or cli-
ent hadn’t interacted with police before, 
knowing their rights is sometimes limited. 
But those with past interactions know far 
more. For James, the issue comes down to 
whether police respect those rights.

“I have had plenty of clients who ini-
tially stated their rights when they were 
on the street, when they actually followed 
what they were supposed to do,” James 

said. “And instead of their rights being 
protected, they were beaten, they were 
tackled.”

James said the burden should not be on 
“people who do not have the power in these 
situations to have to assert their rights, 
manage the entire situation, deescalate ag-
gression between officers, and try to pre-
serve their life at the same time.” 

Bronx Councilman Ritchie Torres 
wants to remedy this through a bill he in-
troduced in 2014 called the Right to Know 
Act, where officers would need to identify 
themselves and explain the reason for an 
encounter. The officer would need to for-
mally ask for consent to search while ex-
plaining the person’s right to refuse.

“Without the Right to Know Act, the 
burden falls on the civilian to ask the of-
ficer ‘Who are you? Why are you stopping 
me?’ And I worry if it’s not proactive… you 
could risk provoking the officer,” Torres 
said.  “I see an affirmative obligation on 
the part of the police officers to identify 
themselves and explain the reason for 
an encounter as a way to deescalate the 
exchange, and to set a tone of mutual re-
spect.”

The City Council didn’t vote on the bill, 
but brokered a deal with the NYPD to in-
clude aspects of the Right to Know Act in 
their official NYPD handbook. Torres said 
the agreement involved a stripped down 
version of the bill’s proposals that fails to 
cover the majority of police interactions 
that would be covered under the bill. He 
also said without the force of law, enforc-
ing the policies is optional for the NYPD.

Since 2011, stop-and-frisk tactics have 
substantially dropped throughout New 
York City. In 2015, police stopped people 
22,939 times compared to 685,724 times in 
2011. In 2014, the most recent year with bor-
ough data, 6,823 people were stopped. But 
the stops resulted in 1,730 arrests. That’s 
more than Brooklyn, the city’s most popu-
lous borough where 13,371 stops resulted 
in 1,511 arrests. This coincides with data 
from the same year showing the Bronx has 
among the highest rates of incarceration 
in the city.                                                                                                                                           

The NYPD had not returned a request 
for an interview by the time this publica-
tion went to press. 
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BRONX BARRIERS: Part 3

The Norwood News and WFUV continue their five-part series
profiling ongoing challenges impacting the Bronx.

Knowing Your Legal Rights

Photo by Rebecca Lewis
LEVITICUS MITCHELL (PICTURED) 
spent five years in prison after he said 
he made a false confession while under 
pressure from the NYPD. 

Photo by Rebecca Lewis

HIGH NUMBERS IN arrests coincide with the backlog of cases at the Bronx Criminal 
Courthouse, though the number of delayed cases has significantly declined over the 
last year.
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BUSINESS MATTERS

CRIME FILE  By DAVID CRUZ

Elderly Man Attacked
An 88-year-old man 

was attacked on a Bedford 
Park street on March 6. 
Police say the victim was 
walking at the intersec-
tion of Briggs Avenue and 
East 196th Street when a 
young man between the 
ages of 15 and 20 randomly 
attacked him, hitting the 
victim in the face and 
taking off on foot. Noth-
ing was stolen and the 
victim turned down any 
medical attention at the 
scene. The suspect (above)
is described as a male 
Hispanic with a medium 
complexion, brown eyes 
and black hair. He was last 
seen wearing a dark blue 
jacket, blue hooded sweat-
shirt, blue jeans and black 
and white sneakers. 

Stray Bullet Hits 5-2
Police are scratching their 
heads over who fired a 
bullet into the back of 
the local 52nd Precinct 
stationhouse during the 
overnight hours of March 
2. Deputy Inspector Pe-
ter Fiorillo, the precinct’s 
commanding officer, said 
no one was hurt. Police 
are still investigating.

Book Bag
Thieves Wanted

A pair of thieves (pic-
tured above right) are on 
the run after police say 
they attacked and robbed 
a young person. The rob-
bery happened in front 
of 138 W. Fordham Rd. 
around 3:45 p.m. on March 
3, according to police. The 
victim was hit in the face 
and shoved to the ground 
where the suspects robbed 
him of the book bag. One 

of the thieves was seen 
wearing a face mask.

Cops Hunt
Shooting Accomplice

A person in connec-
tion to a shooting that 
happened on Feb. 8 in 
front of 240 E. 194th St. 
in Bedford Park remains 
on the run, and police 
are looking for him. Mar-
cos Figueroa (pictured 
below) is described as a 
black Hispanic, standing 
at 6’ 2”, weighing roughly 
190 pounds and has black 
hair. He hasn’t been seen 
since the shooting. 

Knife Wielder at Large
Police continue their 

search for a man wanted 
for stabbing an 18-year-old 
inside a bodega during the 
overnight hours of Feb. 21. 
Police say the suspect en-
tered the bodega at 77 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd. and made 
threatening gestures to 
the clerk. He was captured 

in surveillance video 
showing off two knives, 
then turning to the vic-
tim, who was off screen, 
and stabbing him. The 
suspect (pictured below) 
is described as black, and 
last seen wearing a black 
jacket, and a red baseball 
cap. 

Subway Perv Wanted
A man captured on 

video below is suspected 
of exposing himself to 
a woman on board a #4 
northbound train. Police 
say it happened on Feb. 19 
just after 11 a.m. just as the 
train was approaching the 
Mosholu Parkway train 
station. The man is de-
scribed as black between 
the age of 40 and 50 years 
old, and last seen wearing 
a black winter jacket, gray 
hooded sweatshirt under-
neath, dark pants, and 
sneakers.

Anyone with information 
with regard to any of these 
incidents is asked to call 
the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 800-577-TIPS or 
for Spanish 1-888-57-PISTA 
(74782). The public can also 
submit their tips by logging 
on to the Crime Stoppers 
Website at WWW.NYPD-
CRIMESTOPPERS.COM or 
texting their tips to 274637 
(CRIMES) then enter TIP577.

A Bronx representative wants to 
make so-called “ghost guns” disap-
pear.

 “[They] are called ghost guns 
because they are oftentimes com-
pletely untraceable, assembled using 
a receiver that does not have a serial 
number, and are almost impossible 
to be tracked by law enforcement,” 
Congressman Adriano Espaillat, 
who represents Norwood and has in-
troduced a bill to close the loophole, 
said. “These guns are more often 
used in violent crimes and pose seri-
ous safety concerns to our communi-
ties and law enforcement.”

 Espaillat announced the introduc-
tion of the Ghost Guns Are Guns Act 
on March 1, with Illinois Congress-
man Brad Schneider co-sponsoring 
the bill.

 Under current law, people can 
purchase gun-assembly kits online 
and at stores without a screening pro-
cess. According to Espaillat, this bill 
will expand background checks to in-
clude buyers of these kits.

 Espaillat called for the crackdown 
on “ghost guns” amid an increase in 
gun violence throughout the Bronx 
so far this year. There have been 32 
shooting incidents reported in the 
borough, compared to 24 in the first 
couple months of 2016, according to 
NYPD statistics.

 Espaillat notes this amendment 
will “improve the safety of our com-
munities by making it more difficult 
for these deadly weapons to fall into 
the wrong hands.”

 The bill is now in committee.
—Adeline Hanssen 

“Ghost Gun” Bill Introduced by Espaillat

Photo courtesy Will Schwartz

DR. JAMES GOODRICH of Montefi ore’s Pediatric Neurosurgery Department 
(with beard) stands with Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz (center) in Albany on Feb. 
25. Dinowitz presented a proclamation to Dr. Goodrich and his medical team of 
staffers for successfully performing a medical procedure that surgically sepa-
rated Jadon and Anias McDonald, twins conjoined at the head. 

Albany Hails Monte Surgeons
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Bronx DA to Investigate NYPD 
Shooting Death of Unarmed Senior

By DEBORAH CRUZ
There is a new fight against obesity 

and it is not against food itself. While 
fast food may be the main culprit be-
hind poor health, a recent study pub-
lished by Montefiore Health System 
found unhealthy food ads are placed in 
low-income communities where nutri-
tional challenges abound.

The Bronx has brought in the 
wrong kind of attention from advertis-
ers, according to the study conducted 
by Sean Lucan, M.D., M.P.H.,  attend-
ing physician, for Montefiore Health 
System’s Family and Social Medicine 
Department. He and colleagues from 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
found ads promoting candy, chips, sug-
ary cereals and frozen pizza ads on dis-
play more so than healthy food ads at 
Bronx subway stations. While healthy 
food was not outright advertised, there 
were pictures of healthy produce and 
display ads for the New York City De-
partment of Education’s Summer Food 
Program.   

The Bronx remains the unhealthi-
est borough in New York City and is 
consistently linked to high rates of dia-
betes, blood pressure, and cholesterol. 
According to County Health Rankings 

and Road, which tracks health trends 
by county, 29 percent of the borough’s 
population suffers from obesity the 
most when compared to the rest of the 
city. Ads containing alcoholic bever-
ages were placed in communities with 
a higher percentage of children and 
outnumbered food ads as a whole.

“I wanted to look at what the ads 

were saying, who they were directed 
to, how people see it in their daily 
lives,” said Dr. Lucan.“This is another 
barrier; another obstacle these people 
have to face.”

The research shows that demo-
graphics are taken more into consider-
ation when placing an ad than actual 
ridership figures. Overall, there is an 

estimated 400,000 riders who use the 68 
train stations in the Bronx. More food 
ads were found in more impoverished 
and less educated areas. It also found 
these areas to hold a large Hispanic 
population, rather than in stations 
that had the most commuters. “I treat 
many people from the community and 
it is difficult to advise what to eat and 
then when they leave they see these 
ads sending a different type of mes-
sage,” said Dr. Lucan.

It’s unclear whether the MTA is 
aware of the abundance of these ads in 
low income communities. The agency 
did not return an email or phone calls 
seeking comment.

“It is pretty well known that un-
healthy foods target children. How-
ever, some people do not know that. 
I’m sure they would be upset that they 
were being particularly targeted, it 
would change community behavior,” 
said Dr. Lucan.

According to the study, the 161st 
Street  Yankee Stadium station had 
the unhealthiest food ads in all of the 
stations in the Bronx. Meantime, the 
D line, one of which takes riders to 
Norwood, was riddled with unhealthy 
food ads.

Monte Study: Train System Loaded With Fatty Food Ads

Photo by David Cruz

RIDERS WHO TAKE the D train (pictured) to get around may notice a higher number of 
unhealthy food ads peppered throughout the line, according to a study by Montefiore 
Health System.
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BIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!

COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND
Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to 

Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill

Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment

Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946

for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

/JGHBIZ

Professional Directory

COMPUTER SERVICES

Professional Directory
Classifi eds

Computer Repair
Upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen, 
broken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James 
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0 to 21 years. 
General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD Same-Day Appointment 
Every Day! (718) 881-8999

PEDIATRIC SERVICES

Your Classified Ad Here!  
Reach 40,000 potential customers 

by taking out a classified in the 
award-winning Norwood News.  

To place an ad, call  
Vivian Carter at (718) 324-4998 or 
email vcarter@norwoodnews.org.  

To place an ad, call
718-324-4998

TRIP

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.
We specialize in haircutting, hair care, hair coloring, all relaxers, Wave 
Nouveau, weaving to stimulate hair growth and carefree curls. We also 
offer press and curl. 20% off for seniors. 10% off for college students with 
picture ID. 617 E. Fordham Road (Fordham University section).
 Call today for your appointment: (347) 284-3834.

BEAUTY SERVICES

Trip to Sugar House Casino and the Outlets Mall in Philadelphia March 18, 
2017. Depart from East 163rd Street. and Southern Boulevard. at 8:30 a.m.  For 
more information, please contact Eddie at (718) 757-5485.

FOR SALE

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
Epiphany Lutheran Church

A PLACE OF GRACE IN NORWOOD   3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY
Phone: (718) 652-6839   Web Site: www.epiphanybx.org

WORSHIP - Sundays at noon BIBLE STUDY - Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.
THRIFT SHOP - Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America God’s work -- our hands  

Car for Sale: 2012 Hyundai Sonata, low mileage 28,110.  Asking price $12,000.00.   
For more info, please contact Eddie at (718) 757-5485. 

Flagship ALL Suites Resorts for sale in Atlantic City.  Near all casinos. Free 
transportation to the casinos. Asking price $6,000.00 negotiable. For more info, 
please contact Eddie at (718) 757-5485. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

WE ARE FLIERS
AND ALL YOUR PRINTING NEEDS

  (4X6 DOUBLE SIDED GLOSSY)

   
    GROMMETTS)

    

    PRINTING EXTRA)

     (STARTING AT $25)

 

$199*

CALL 718-502-0201 NOW

AND

STARTING AT $25

Shop Fordham Road
“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

F
FORDHAM ROAD
BUSINESS  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT

For more information contact (718) 562-2104

OVER 300
SPECIALTY SHOPS

AND CHAINS
Furniture • Home Improvement 

Clothing • Jewelery • Shoes 
Electronics • Discount Outlets

Cell Phones • Games,
Accessories • Offi ce Supplies

And Many Fast Food Restaurants

Acccessible By All
NYC Mass Transportation
Parking Facilities Available

Snow Laborers Sought
NYC seeks emergency snow 

laborers to help remove snow 
and ice from bus stops, step 
streets, and other locations 
throughout the city this win-
ter. Interested applicants must 
be at least 18, eligible to work 
in the USA and capable of per-
forming heavy physical labor. 
Registration is at the DOT ga-
rage, Bronx Yard, Mosholu Av-
enue and Broadway (Van Cor-
tlandt Park), weekdays from 7 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring two small 
photos (1-1/2” square), original 
and copy of two forms of ID, 
and SS card or Tax ID number. 
Hourly salary is $15; and $22.50 
after 40 hours are worked in a 
week.

NYS Gov’t Internships
Hundreds of new summer 

internships for students are 
available throughout New 
York State government. The 

internship is available to un-
dergraduate and graduate stu-
dents interested in the work of 
governing and policy-making. 
To apply, go to nysinternships.
cs.ny.gov. 

Stop the Bleed
A workshop on how to pre-

vent or stop blood loss for shoot-
ing victims will be held March 
30 at 7 p.m. at Bartow Center, 
2049 Bartow Ave. For more in-
formation, call (718) 918-3827. 

After the Arrest Workshop
The Bronx District Attor-

ney’s Office, 198 E. 161st St. 
(3rd floor Litigation Training 
Room), will host a free work-
shop offering an overview of the 
arrest-to-arraignment process 
in Criminal Court on March 
29 from 5:45 to 8 p.m., including 
an understanding of Central 
Booking and the Complaint 
Room. For more information, 

call (718) 590-2272 or to RSVP, 
call Robert Barnes at (718) 
838-7461 or email barnesro@
bronxda.nyc.gov. 

Free NYS Tax Filing
Assistance

The NYS Tax Department is 
hosting free online tax return 
filing for individuals or fami-
lies in the Bronx with Federal 
adjusted incomes of $64,000 
or less. Online assistance is 
offered from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Eastchester Library 
(1385 E. Gun Hill Rd.) on select 
Wednesdays and at the Mel-
rose Library (910 Morris Ave.) 
on select Fridays. For more in-
formation and a detailed sched-
ule, visit www.tax.ny.gov. 

Free Tax Filing Service
Free income tax prepara-

tion for qualifying residents is 
available at University Neigh-
borhood Housing Program 

(UNHP) on select Wednesdays 
and Saturdays through April 
18 by appointment only. Tax 
preparers can also review your 
credit report, provide financial 
advice, and freeze your rent. 
Applicants must have all tax 
documents available before 
meeting with tax preparer. To 
learn the qualifications and to 
schedule an appointment, call 
(718) 933-2539 or www.unhp.
org. 

Free Tax Service at 
MMCC

Mosholu Montefiore Com-
munity Center, 3450 DeKalb 
Ave., offers free tax prepa-
ration services for families 
with an income of $34,000 
and under and individuals 
with income $30,000 and un-
der, Tuesdays through Fri-
days (call for times). For more 
information and details re-
garding required forms, and 

to make an appointment, call 
(718) 882-4000 ext. 209.

Free Tax Service 
Free tax services for in-

dividuals earning less than 
$54,000 are available at Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres’ of-
fice, 573 E. Fordham Rd., on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays from noon to 7 
p.m., and Saturdays 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Appointments are 
required. To schedule an ap-
pointment, call (718) 842-8100. 

Free Tax Service
The Bronx campus of 

Mercy College, 1200 Waters 
Pl., offers free tax services 
each Friday through Aprril  
14. To schedule an appoint-
ment or for more informa-
tion, call (800) 899-1479 or 
email Denise Stefano at dste-
fano@mercy.edu. 



Onstage
Lehman College’s Center for the 
Performing Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. 
W., presents the following performances: 
Andy Montañez & Charlie Aponte, two 
salsa legends will sing their popular hits, 
March 25 at 8 p.m. (tickets: $50 to $65; 
$100/VIP); Shaolin Warriors, musical 
extravaganza with numerous costumes, 
March 30 at 8 p.m. (tickets: $25 to $45; 
$10/age 12 and under); Victor Manuelle, 
April 1 at 8 p.m. (tickets: $45 to $100); 
and Moscow Festival Ballet, featuring 
a Tchaikovsky Gala, April 2 at 4 p.m. 
(tickets: $25 to $45; $75/VIP; $10/
age 12 and under).  VIP tickets include 

pre-concert wine and hors d’oeuvres 
reception and the best seats in the 
house. For more information and to 
RSVP, call (718) 960-8833.

Hostos Community College’s Repertory 
Theatre, 450 Grand Concourse (149th 
Street) presents En el Nombre de 
Salomé (In the Name of Salomé), a 
play about Dominican poet and political 
advocate Salomé Ureña, March 21 at 7 
p.m. (tickets: $15/ $5/ages 18 and under/
students). For more information and to 
RSVP, call (718) 518-4455 or visit www.
hostoscenter.org.

The NY Botanical Garden presents 
Magical Thailand - A Journey With 

the Somapa Thai Dance Company, 
performing classical and folk dances, 
March 18 and 19 at 1 and 3 p.m. in Ross 
Hall. For more information, call (718) 817-
8700.

The Bronx Arts Ensemble presents Pablo 
Zinger, pianist and arranger, who leads 
a performance of old and new tangos, 
March 25 at the Pregones Theatre, 571-
575 Walton Ave. (tickets: $15 to $30; $50 
at the door). For more information and to 
RSVP, call Susan at (718) 601-7399.

Events
The Bronx Federation of Teachers, 2500 
Halsey St., will host a college fair, March 
31 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for high school 
students and counselors, featuring 
college prep workshops, information on 
admissions, financial aid, exams, and 
more. Schools are required to complete 
an online group registration form by 
March 24 at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/bronx-uft-college-fair-tickets-
31665059044 (password: UFT). For more 
information, call (866) 509-5921 or (914) 
943-9345 (cell).

The Mosque of Islamic Brotherhood, 
2975 Bainbridge Ave., presents National 
Women’s History Month, March 18 from 
1:30 to 5 p.m. Events include free HIV/
HEP C testing, guest speakers, and a 
scanvan mobile for mammogram testing 
for women ages 40 and older who have 
not had a mammogram in the past year. 
Free hot meals will be distributed. For 
more information, call (718) 208-5996 or 
(917) 636-0346.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W. 
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family Art 
Projects: Give a Winter Bird a Home 
or a Feeder, to make a milk carton into 
a feeder and add seeds, March 18 and 
19; and Big Bud Monoprints, to make 
monoprints from construction paper, 
March 25 and 26; both in the WH House 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Also scheduled 
is Concert: Sirius Quartet, performing 
a variety of music, March 19 at 2 p.m. in 
the WH House ($28; $22/member; $15/
ages 8 to 18; $12/child member; info: 
ext. 251). Grounds admission is free until 
noon Saturdays and Tuesdays all year. 
For more information and a schedule of 

events including tours and walks, call 
(718) 549-3200.

Exhibits
The NY Botanical Garden presents The 
Orchid Show, through April 9, at the 
Enid A. Haupt Conservatory. For more 
information, call (718) 817-8700.

Library Events
The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents the following 
for children: Hands-On Projects at 
4 p.m.: (ages 7 to 12; preregistration 
required), Shape Bird Making, March 16; 
Popsicle Stick Chick Making, March 23; 
and Paper Plate Bird Craft, March 30. 
Adults can attend: film: “Suffragette,” 
March 18 at 2:30 p.m. For more 
information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or 
visit www.nypl.org. 

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th 
St., offers for children (ages 5 to 12): 
Greenhouse Exploration: to visit the 
backyard, weather permitting, to play and 
help maintain the garden, plant seeds, 
water plants, and do crafts, March 29 at 
3:30 p.m. Teens/young adults can enjoy: 
film: “Alice Through the Looking Glass,” 
March 25 at 1:30 p.m. Adults cam attend: 
Knitting Circle: Thursdays at 3 p.m. For 
more information, call (718) 882-8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames 
Place (near Kingsbridge Road), offers 
for children: Kids Get Active Fridays at 
2:45 p.m.: (ages 5 to 12), dance moves 
on the Wii game console, March 17 and 
24; Preschool Story Time and Craft 
at 11:15 a.m.: (ages 3 to 5), featuring 
books, puppetry, dramatics, crafts and 
flannel boards, March 16, 23 and 30; and 
Homework Desk Help at 3 p.m.: (ages 
5 to 12), March 20, 22, 27 and 29. Adults 
can attend: Computer Basics: March 16 
at noon; March 20 at 6 p.m.; March 23 at 
noon; and March 30 at noon. For more 
information, call (718) 549-5200. 

NOTE: Items for consideration may 
be mailed to our office or sent to 
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and 
should be received by March 20 for the 
next publication date of March 30.
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Visit the COVE
The public is invited to attend the COVE’s Spring 2017 
Showcase featuring youth produced projects including video, 
visual arts, and web design, March 17 at 7 p.m. at Montefiore 
Health System’s Grand Hall, 107 E. Gun Hill Rd. For more 
information, visit COVEbx.org or Dare2Dreambx.org.

File photo

COMMUNITY ORGANIZED WITH a Vision (COVE) will host the annual film fes-
tival on March 17. Here, students pose at last year’s festival (see Editor’s Pick for 
more information). 

Photo by Miriam Quinones

SONGSTRESS CORINA SINGS her heart out at the Forever Freestyle 11 music 
event at the Lehman Center for the Performing Arts on March 4. Corina was part 
of a musical lineup that included TKA/K7, Judy Torres, and Johnny O, all singing 
throwback music from the 1990s. 

Freestyling at Lehman Center



“My guess is thousands of New 
Yorkers got cheated,” Sally Dun-
ford, executive director of West 
Bronx Housing, said. “Because 
you just figure—we’re seeing two 
a week.” 

For rent-regulated apartments, 
landlords must submit rent his-
tories to the Division of Housing 
and Community Renewal (DHCR), 
a state agency that tracks the rent 
history. Only tenants can request 
these confidential forms to DHCR 
while the lease is active or have 
someone else request it on a ten-
ant’s behalf. The form lists the 
preferential and legal rents year 
by year. And on each rent history 
form, a legal advisory explains 
DHCR cannot verify the “truthful-
ness” of a landlord’s statements. 

But these forms are not always 
provided to tenants, according to 
Dunford, while some tenants know 
little about them. Dunford sus-
pects that some shifty landlords 
can exploit that and charge a rent-
subsidized tenant the legal rent, 
which is substantially higher than 
the preferential rent. In leases 

and lease renewals, owners must 
inform the tenant they are either 
paying a preferential or legal rent. 
In some cases, that’s not happen-
ing, according to Dunford. 

“Landlords are supposed to tell 
you, they’re supposed give you 
that information, they’re supposed 
to be attached to your lease, but 
there’s no verification attached 
to your lease,” Dunford said. “All 

they have to do is give you num-
bers that add up to what you’re 
now paying. If those numbers are 
bogus, how would you know?” 

Meantime, tenants can indeed 
challenge the rent, by calling DH-
CR’s Office of Rent Administration 
or Tenant Protection Unit, a group 
that tracks patterns and practice 
of harassment or fraud by a land-
lord owning multiple buildings. 
Its Rent Registration Initiative 
has reclaimed more than 57,000 
rent-regulated apartments, and 
recouped more than $3 million in 
overcharged rents for rent-regu-
lated tenants. A spokesperson for 
DHCR stood by the agency’s pro-
tocols, explaining that the agency 
audits a landlord, double check-
ing leases, rent receipts, cancelled 
checks, money order receipts, 
DHCR order(s), Major Capital Im-
provements, and Individual Apart-
ment Improvements. 

“If you file a complaint, it’s 
risky thing to do. If you lose your 
complaint, out of spite, the land-
lord can revert to the legally regis-
tered rent, and for sure you’re out 
of there,” Andrew Laiosa, a West 

Bronx Housing employee helping 
Dunford collate rent registration 
forms, said. He added that tenants 
can also just walk away, causing a 
vacancy, and allowing a landlord 
to legally increase a new tenant’s 
rent by 20 percent. 

But should a tenant decide to 
challenge the rent, it sends them 
on a lumbering legal and bureau-
cratic maze. At that point, some 
tenants may be unable to pay the 
rent.

“If they don’t rule for a year, 
what are you going to do for a 
year?” Laiosa asked. “They need 
$1500 a month, per year.” 

“And pray [DHCR] actually 
get[s] around to you before you run 
out of money,” Dunford said. 

But even before that can hap-
pen, Dunford has found that many 
simply don’t want to request their 
rent history form fearing their 
landlord can opt to change their 
preferential rent to their legal rent 
upon lease renewal. 

 
Editor’s Note: The number to 

DHCR’s Office of Rent Administra-
tion at (718) 739-6400.

March 16-29, 2017 • Norwood News • 15

(continued from page 1)

Questioning the Rent Rolls

The Cardinal McCloskey 
Community Charter School

Please join us at our

Open House
to discuss the proposed

Celebrating the diversity 
of our community
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Celebrating the diversity 
of our community
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When: Thursday, March 30th, 3:00 – 5:30PM
Where: CMCS Early Childhood Education Office 
 629 Courtlandt Ave, Bronx NY
To RSVP: Call 718–402-0081, ext 227  
 or email us at info@CMCSCharter.org

(Refreshments will be served, child care will be provided.)

www.CMCSCharter.org

The proposed Cardinal McCloskey Community Charter School will provide 
an exceptional educational curriculum along with clinical and therapeutic 
support for at-risk children, children from the community and children 
with special needs. If you are an educator, an elected official, the parent or 
caregiver of a child, or an involved member of the community, we hope you 
will attend. 

Have an Opinion On 
What You’ve Read  

In Our Paper? 
The Norwood News 
loves, welcomes 
and encourages  
letters to the editor.  

             Write to:  
David Cruz, Editor-in-Chief 

Norwood News 
3400 Reservoir Oval East  
Bronx, New York, 10467  

Or email dcruz@norwoodnews.org 

“My guess is 

thousands of New 

Yorkers got cheated 

because you just 

figure—we’re seeing 

two a week.” 
--Sally Dunford,

Executive Director of
West Bronx Housing



St. Patrick’s Home  
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center 

“Where it all began” 

 Short-Term Rehabilitation  
 Physical, Occupational & Speech 

Therapy 
 Daily Mass in our Chapel  
 Restorative Nursing  
 Wound Care 
 Therapeutic Recreation 
 Memory Program  
 Palliative Care  
 Pastoral Care 
 Psychological Services  
 Gift Shop & Coffee Shop  
 And many other services... 

                 Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929  

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463 

Tel: 718-519-2800 
Fax: 718-304-1817 

www.stpatrickshome.org 
  

 FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME 

Join us in recognizing the Groundbreakers and 
Herstory-makers of our time.
6pm–7pm   Cocktails 7pm–9pm   Dinner and Awards Presentation 

Space is limited. Please RSVP by 3/17/2017.
Call 1-212-801-6100 or email us at https://rsvpwomenshistory.eventbrite.com.

Health�rst is the brand name used for products and services provided by one or more of the Health�rst group of af�liated companies.
© 2017 HF Management Services, LLC                                                                                           0223-17 INA16_28(b)

Thursday, 
March 30, 2017

Maestro’s
1703 Bronxdale Avenue  |  Bronx, New York 10462

Healthfirst presents

Women’s History Month Community 
Awards Celebration
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