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By DAVID CRUZ
Continuing a tradition
established for at least five

years, the Norwood News
took a look back at its 25 edi-
tions it puts out every year
to highlight stories that con-
sistently stood in the main
pages of the paper. These sto-
ries caused plenty of readers
to pause and think. Among
the recurring themes playing

HIT 'I'HE STREETS : ;

out in 2016 was development
of Norwood, which contin-
ues to be a hot commodity for
wary developers. The stories
were among the three follow-
ing categories:

Armory
The Norwood News opened
2016 with the front page head-
line, “Ice Project Thawing
Out,” referring to the Kings-

bridge National Ice Center to
be built at the Kingsbridge
Armory. These days, the proj-
ect has entered the ice age, a
year following plenty of ups
and downs that wound up in
the courts.

The year began with devel-
opers for the nine-rink center
receiving a $138 million loan
approval from two state gov-
ernment entities, the Empire

FiE IR T

State Development Corpora-
tion and Public Authorities
Control Board. Developers
needed the money for the
first phase of the project, but
it first needed to show the
state it had a lease ready in
hand. The city, which owns
the landmark Armory, kept
the lease in escrow until de-
velopers showed them the
(continued on page 15)
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By DAVID CRUZ

A Bronx judge has thrown out a law-
suit filed by developers of the Kings-
bridge National Ice Center against the
city, effectively prolonging a redevelop-
ment saga that’s dragged on for nearly
20 years.

Bronx Supreme Court Judge Ruben
Franco dismissed the lawsuit filed last
March by Kingsbridge National Ice Cen-
ter LLC (KNIC) against the city over
claims the New York City Economic
Development Corporation (EDC), the
city’s real estate arm, had violated its
contract by activating a lease for KNIC.
The development firm also accused the
city of conspiring against developers
from moving forward with the project,
a nine-rink ice center to be built at the
Kingsbridge Armory. His decision in-
definitely suspends the project. A repre-
sentative for KNIC did not return calls
for comment over whether it plans to
appeal.

“It pains me to write this decision,
for, as I have told the attorneys for both
sides on numerous occasions, a decision
by the court in this case, rather than a
resolution by agreement of the parties,
will almost certainly result in an ap-
peal, which will only serve to further se-
riously delay the completions of a much-
anticipated development project which
could greatly benefit the local commu-
nity,” Franco wrote in his ruling.

Councilman Fernando Cabrera, the
presiding Council Member whose dis-
trict covers the Armory, broke the news
to Community Board 7 members at its
Dec. 20 general board meeting. Commu-
nity Board 7 was also made aware of the
judge’s decision the same day.

“Judge Franco’s ruling essentially
allows the Kingsbridge Armory to move
forward,” Cabrera said, via a statement.
“The ruling appears to conform to the
City’s position and I look forward to the
development of this unique asset into a
productive facility that meets our com-
munity’s needs.”

The lawsuit was one of three cases

File Photo
STILL DORMANT AFTER nearly 20
years, efforts to revitalize the Kingsbridge
Armory have gone nowhere.

circulating around the project. The
dismissed lawsuit focused on whether
KNIC can move forward in building the
first phase of the project simply by hav-
ing a loan commitment from New York
State.

The Armory is owned by the city
which had awarded a lease to KNIC LLC
in April 2013, with the New York City
Council signing off on it via a vote in
December the same year. NYCEDC was
handling the real estate transaction be-
tween KNIC and the city. It had placed
the lease in escrow until KNIC showed
it had the necessary $158 million funds
for the first part of the project. KNIC has
long stood by its argument that it has a
$130 million loan commitment from the
state and private foundations to fund
the project. City lawyers said a pledge
is not enough; actual funds needed to
be presented. Judge Franco agreed. “In
considering the documents, the court

y

determines that the Escrow Condition
has not been satisfied,” Judge Franco
wrote.

The news puts another dent in a con-
tentious fight between developers and
a city which, under a previous mayoral
administration, had boosted the bene-
fits of the project. Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr., perhaps one of the
biggest supporters of the project, con-
sidered the project transformative for
a borough on a continuous journey to
redefining itself. The setback could cost
Diaz politically, as he continues to mull
a decision whether to run for higher of-
fice, framing his image as a legislator
who helped usher a groundbreaking
project to the Bronx.

The ruling also postpones a Com-
munity Benefits Agreement between de-
velopers and community stakeholders
that’s valued at $99 million. Among the
benefits was 50,000 square feet of com-
munity space at the lower level of the
landmark armory.

In a statement, EDC spokesman An-
thony Hogrebe kept the door open for a
possible resolution down the line. “EDC
is committed to activating the Kings-
bridge Armory for the people of the
Bronx, and this decision brings us one
step closer to delivering on that com-
mitment,” Hogrebe said. He added the
development firm should “stop wasting
time on frivolous lawsuits and start se-
curing the financing to get this project
moving.”

EDC does have the option of remov-
ing KNIC as leaseholder and effectively
restarting the redevelopment plan from
the beginning via a Request for Pro-
posal.

In a statement from John DeSio,
spokesman for Diaz, he said the two par-
ties “need to come together and make
this project happen.” “The community
has waited too long and worked too hard
to accept anything less. We hope that
the mayor and his administration are
sincere in their desire to move this proj-
ect forward,” DeSio said.

Public and Community Meetings

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 will hold its general board meeting on Jan. 17 at the Bronx Library Center, 310 E. Kings-
bridge Rd., at 6:30 p.m. CB7 committees are held on the following dates at the board office, 229A E. 204th St. at 6:30
p.m. unless otherwise noted: Public Safety & Quality of Life Committee, Jan. 5; Education/Libraries & Youth Services
Committee, Jan. 5 at 7:30 p.m.; Senior Services Committee, Jan. 11; Parks & Recreation, Jan. 11 at 7:15 p.m.; Traffic &
Transportation, Jan. 12; and Veterans Committee, Jan. 12 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call (718) 933-5650.
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This week we asked readers if they believe the accuracy of the most current statewide
jobless figure of 5.1 percent and whether these jobs pay enough for a person to pay their
bills and grow into the job.

By DAVID GREENE

| don’t think so. Maybe these jobs
can pay a part of a month’s rent.
| mean, I'm a college student.
They’re not the kind of jobs you
can sustain a life by yourself, but if
you had a roommate or lived with
family, it could help. A lot of these
jobs seem like fast-food jobs. I've
noticed that if you know someone,
you can get a decent job that you
can grow into, but if you don’t
know anyone you’re screwed.

Eddie Torres

| think there should be more
opportunities for people to take
vocational courses, so people can
be trained. | work in the medical
field and feel we are overworked,
not so much as far as underpaid,
but definitely overworked. We're
given more responsibility. They’re
not hiring, and people are retiring
or moving on to other fields and
they’re not replacing those jobs.
So | find it hard to believe that the
system is working. The government
could work a little harder at training

| think there’s a lot of jobs out here,
but the fast food jobs are mostly for
teenagers and now it’s hard to get
one of those jobs because there’s
a lot of competition. It's not easy
out here. How can you survive on
minimum wage?

Emanuel Calef

Pelham Parkway

I’'m a construction worker, so
I’d say yes and no. Some of the
jobs are good and some are not
so good. It’'s going to take some
time for things to start to balance
out and it’s time consuming. But
nothing happens overnight. Day by
day it’s getting better. A couple of
my friends just went back to work
and they were looking for months.

Kevin Dingle
Norwood

I'd say the unemployment rate is
closer to 10 percent. My son can’t
find a job and he’s been looking
for about a year. He got a job at
Barnes & Nobles, but that was for
the Christmas season, and they’re
also moving. So he’s worried right
now because I’'m about to turn the
other screw. I’'m not going to turn
it, but I've got to keep him on his
toes. | think its BS; every election
year it’s the same thing. Let’s see
what happens now. Maybe things
will get better.

Williamsbridge people vocationally for people to Raymond Torres
get in a door and learn a trade. Bedford Park
Serafina Colon
Parkchester
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Proposal to Downzone All of Mosholu Parkway Receives Community Support

By DAVID CRUZ

Anthony Rivieccio, a community
activist known to harangue developers
chipping away at Bedford Park’s past
and present, has a surefire way to stem
development: restricting building size.

That idea is already being exam-
ined by Community Board 7, which
hired an urban planning consultant to
gather testimonials on neighborhood
needs, which appear to trend towards a
more suburban-like setting. Her hiring
was intended to follow up on a promise
the New York City Department of City
Planning made to the community in
2011, ensuring that it would revisit a
proposal to downzone parts of Bedford
Park, which include Mosholu Parkway,
the stretch of road lined by narrow
streets.

But Rivieccio wants to take it a step
further by asking that all of Mosholu
Parkway be zoned an R5, including side
streetslinked to the roadway. So far he’s
received support from the community
via letters that will be presented to CB7
to formally request the Board’s hired
urban planning consultant, Paula Ca-
plan, to include all of Mosholu Parkway
in the study. The proposal comes amid
the city’s plan to drive up building ac-
tivity across the five boroughs.

Cancerned Dental Cara,

“ CONCERNED

Dir. Jay Fensterstock DDS PC

Looking for a
Reason to Smile?

Concerned Dental Care are dental professionals
whose mission is ta Furn-u'idn- Fuati-un‘!: writh caring,
gentle and quality dentistry st affordable prices.

We are people that care about people.

Photo by David Cruz
A HODGEPODGE OF homes on East Mosholu Parkway North and East 206th Street
range from private homes to eight-story structures, illustrating the varying building
types that pepper the parkway.

“I'm hoping within that decision
she will consider all of the draft let-
ters she’ll be receiving,”
said, referring to Caplan, who’s cur-
rently reviewing zoning feasibility for
parts of Bedford Park and Kingsbridge
Heights.

Mosholu Parkway, and its adjacent
streets, are already built out and given
various zoning distinctions that allow
for a maximum of 14-story buildings.
Rivieccio’s proposal would grandfather
existing buildings but force new build-
ings to conform to an R5 distinction, or

Rivieccio

Branx - 35 E

Choose Concerned Dental Care
as your provider today

amfartable treatments Lo

y appointments for people in pain

Mosholu Parkway Narth,
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EARN $25
TOWARDS
TREATMENT

Only valid when referrsl
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buildings with four stories maximum,
retreating back to a time when Mosholu
Parkway stood dominated by six-story
apartment buildings circa 1920s.

“This is a hope for what I call future
protection of the Mosholu area,” Riv-
ieccio said.

Overthelastfew years, theneighbor-
hood has attracted developers, thanks
to a comparatively low crime rate and
abundance of public transportation.
The area still remains rent burdened,
with 386.7 percent of residents setting
aside more than 30 percent of their take

Iranx, MY 104947

FREE

ORTHODONTIC
CONSULTATIONS

Bacinx and Werichevisr
lEpanigns Sy,

home pay on rent, according to figures
compiled by the NYU Furman Center,
an urban housing research group.

Rivieccio’s taken to Facebook to get
his message out. Among supporters fa-
voring his proposal is the Bedford Mo-
sholu Community Association.

Along the parkway, residents sup-
ported more building. While James
Sasser said as long as developers
“don’t mess with” Mosholu Parkway’s
green spaces, a resident who only went
by Michael called more building a
“necessary thing.” Meantime, Angie
Perez, another resident walking to
her home on Mosholu Parkway asked,
“Why build two” when you can “build
a building that’s high enough” for ev-
eryone?

Councilman Andrew Cohen, the
district legislator who favored the zon-
ing study, is deferring to CB7 to decide
whether it wants to expand the study,
hoping the end result will “strike the
right balance” and allow for “reason-
able downzoning that will still permit
development but will also try and pre-
serve the character and the mobility of
the neighborhood.”

Editor’s Note: Rivieccio authors
online personal finance articles for the
Norwood News.
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Signs of Life at Long-Abandoned Decatur Avenue Home

By WENDY JOAN
BIDDLECOMBE

The long-abandoned two-
family house at 3259 Decatur
Ave., next to PS 56’s recess
yard and considered an eye-
sore for nearly a decade, is
once again legally reoccupied,
but is far from fixed up.

Elisabeth Von Uhl, a resi-
dent in the Norwood neigh-
borhood, has been concerned
for a while that the home is
an unsafe property that could
put school children in harm’s
way. Like other neighbors,
she’s called 311, and Von Uhl
said she reached out to the
police and wrote letters to lo-
cal officials pleading they do
something to address the ne-
glected home.

A tenant has moved in
since Norwood News wrote
about the house in October.
Von Uhl said a portion of the
front porch has been painted
pink, and said that whoever
is occupying the house has
put insulation over the broken
windows, piled up garbage in

the front yard, and parked a
car at the property.

“It’s better that someone’s
living in there, so unsavory
people can’t take kids in the
house,” Von Uhl said.

Decatur Avenue neighbor
Sirio Guerino said no one has
lived in the home during the
last 12 years he’s lived on the
block...untilnow. He said that
in the past the garbage has
piled up so significantly that
he’s cleaned up the property
himself. “The guy’s main-
taining the property [now],”
Guerino said, referring to
the home’s new tenant. “He
told me that he’s going to fix
everything.”

Several attempts to speak
with the occupant, who was
not identified, were unsuc-
cessful.

City records list Luz Cat-
ano and Mercedes Galdamez
as the owners of the 1920s-era
home, purchased for $640,000
in 2007. The value

of the home has decreased
significantly since then, ac-

cording to city tax records,
now listed at $436,000 for the
2016-2017 tax year.

Tax bills from the New
York City Department of Fi-
nance show that the home’s
property taxes have been
paid on aregular basis. Prop-
erty records show that a fore-
closure auction was sched-
uled in September, but there
are no foreclosure proceed-
ings listed in Bronx clerk
files against Catano.

In 2014, a Bronx court
granted the city access to
the property to install safety
equipment to protect the
home from construction at
PS 56. Numerous attempts to
contact Catano for her per-
mission went unanswered
in the months leading up
to the ruling, according to
court documents. Documents
also show that the home’s co-
owner, Mercedes Galdamez,
claims that she’s never met
Catano and that she never
signed a mortgage for the
property.

Photo by Wendy Joan Biddlecombe
THE ABANDONED HOME at 3259 Decatur Ave. is occupied again,
according to neighbors. Renovations to the property are scant, but
under way.

There have been 10 com-
plaints to the Department of
Buildings since Catano pur-

chased the home, according
to city records and 27 com-
plaints to 311 since 2010.
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Got Fliers?  Circulars?  Promotional Cards?

PLACE THEMINTHE NORWOOD NEWS

Reach a BIG Audience
CALL (718) 324-4998 FOR DETAILS




Howard Stern

Personality, Joey
Boots, Dies in
Bedford Park Home

A radio personality known on the
Howard Stern talk show as the edgy
Joey Boots (pictured above) died mys-
teriously in his Bedford Park home, ac-
cording to police.

Boots (real name Joseph Bassolino),
49, was found unconscious in his home
on the Grand Concourse by Bedford
Park Boulevard late Friday, Dec. 23.

Bassolino was regarded as one of
Stern’s Wolf Packers, which often per-
formed edgy albeit obnoxious bits on
unsuspecting people. Bassolino was
known for the phrase “Baba Booey”
during radio bits.

“Tribute to the one and only Joey B
inthe new year. He will be missed. #Ba-
baBooeyHowardSternpenis,” Howard
Stern had tweeted on Christmas Eve.

Cause of death is not known.

--David Cruz

TO REPORT A
STORY TO THE
NORWOOD NEWS,
CALL US AT
718-324-4998

FOLLOW US
ONLINE
WWW.
NORWOODNEWS.
ORG
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A SHUTTERED GATE at one side of Williamsbridge Oval Rec Center blocks visitors from entering through there after it was van-

dalized on Dec. 23.

After Oval Rec Center Vandalized,
Parks Steps Up Patrols

By DEBORAH CRUZ

The start of the holiday weekend
was interrupted when the doors of the
Williamsbridge Oval Park Recreation
Center were vandalized during eve-
ning hours of operation.

The front doors of the Williams-
bridge Oval Park Recreation Center
were shattered when rocks and cin-
derblocks were thrown at the door, by
what many believe to be adolescent
thugs, leaving the entryways partially
destroyed. The incident happened
around 6 p.m. on Dec. 24.

While initially thought to be a di-
rect attack to the center, a few people
who asked not to be identified fearing
reprisal said there appeared to be a
fight between members of a few crews
from the neighborhood, with the cen-
ter serving as collateral damage. Staff-
ers immediately called the 52nd Pre-
cinct. No arrests were made.

Mario Lopez, a spokesman from the
New York City Department of Parks,
said in a statement that the agency has
dispatched “an extra mobile Parks En-
forcement Patrol unit to the area dur-
ing the evening hours.” In the mean-
time, Parks “will continue to work
closely with NYPD regarding related
safety issues.”

Concepcion Flores, 39, a center reg-
ular, said the neighborhood around
the location has been growing hostile
lately. “Around four weeks ago I was

picking up my Kkids from one of the
programs they attend here, and while
all the kids were coming out another
group of older teenagers came across
and slapped one of the children in the
head,” Flores recounted.

Flores brings her two children to
many of the programs that the center
offers and said there has been a lack
of surveillance. “I don’t feel so safe
around here anymore,” she said.

Many consider the center to be
a safe haven in the community and
find the attack to be unsettling.

A younger member of the cen-
ter, Jahmeal Martin, 16, said he had
never felt like it was an unsafe neigh-
borhood. “Nothing bad has ever
happened to me,” said Jahmeal. "I
just come lift [weights] and then go
home.”

Repairs are now under way.

Photo by Deborah Cruz
VANDALS LEAVE THE front doors to the center (pictured) damaged.
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Cashless Tolls
Coming to Bx.
Bridges in Fall

Toll attendants will be a thing of the
past by the end of this year.

The MTA is expected to roll out
cashless tolls for the Bronx’s Whites-
tone and Throggs Neck bridges in Fall
2017, applying even for drivers who
don’t use EZ-Pass to pay for a toll. Non-
EZ-Pass drivers will have a bill mailed
to them, a practice already in effect at
the Henry Hudson Bridge. While non-
EZ-Pass drivers pay the full rate, driv-
ers with the tag get a reduced rate.

Toll beaters will be subject to stiffer

Celebrating
Chanukah

Photo by Miriam Quinones
THESE KIDS GET into the spirit of the holiday during a
Chanukah celebration at the Van Cortlandt Jewish Center
on Dec. 27 through a good old fashioned game of dreidel.
Their prize: a chocolate coin!

Photo by Miriam Quinones

fines starting in February, according || aANyA RAYCHUK (LEFT) shows off the
to Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Office. raffle prize she won at the Van Cortlandt

—David Cruz Jewish Center’s Chanukah celebration
on Dec. 27. She shares the moment
with Neil Harrow, who chairs the group.

TO REPORT A Guests were entertained by a pianist
STORY To THE and partook in holiday refreshments
including potato latkes with sour cream

NORWOOD NEWS, and applesauce.
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At MMCC, Baking Becomes a
Yuletide Event for PS 94 Students

Have an Opinion On
What You’ve Read

By DAVID CRUZ

The 15 students from PS 94
huddled around a kitchen eye-
ing the tray of holiday cookies
ready for baking and decorating,
its fresh cinnamon scent filling
the air. For the kids, it was fun.
For Mosholu Montefiore Commu-
nity Center (MMCC) of Norwood,
it was a giveback for the young-
sters.

“l know that they don’t have
a kitchen where they’re at, and
maybe they don’t have the oppor-
tunity to bake,” Yuisa Santiago,
director of MMCC'’s culinary arts
program, said of the first-ever
event.

The students are part of the
MMCC afterschool program in-
stalled at PS 94, with funding
through the city’s Comprehen-
sive After School System of NYC
(COMPASS NYC), which offers
academic- and recreation-based
programming across city schools
to encourage child develop-
ment. The elementary school is
five blocks away from MMCC’s
DeKalb Avenue annex. At the
lower level is the kitchen where
prepared food comes in and out
for MMCC’s myriad of young and
old clients.

This time, MMCC head chef
Dane McCarthy, sporting a

Christmas cap to fit the occa-
sion, showed off the best way to
bake and decorate cookies. Usu-
ally, McCarthy works with young
adults ages 18 to 24. But this time,

it was the younger children who
got his attention. “I never worked
with kids on this level, but it’s al-
ways incredible,” McCarthy said.
“And they’re really smart.”

The raw materials, courtesy
of a donation from Food Bazaar,
stood at the ready. It wasn’t hard
for the kids to stick around hear-
ing about the subject. They cer-
tainly ateupthematerial. “Icould
live here,” Anneris Moyeno, 10,
said as the aroma of cookie dough
engulfed the kitchen.

Meantime, Luis Cruz, 10, had
just finished crushing a cup’s
worth of candy canes. “[Dane]
said not to crush them too much,”
Luis told the Norwood News. “I
got to hit them with a pin. Pow!
Pow! Pow! Pow! Pow! But it was
fun!”

Over at the rolling station, Lu-
igi Thode, another student, stood
fully focused on kneading cookie
dough. He soon shifted, heading
to the mixing station where Mc-
Carthy’s mother, Debra Barreto,
was on hand to help students. “It’s
gonna hurt your hand, right?”
asked Barreto as Luigi mixed a
tough batch of flour.

Santiago hopes the event takes
off again next year. Her plan is
to target the neediest of neigh-
borhoods. “Some individuals
just don’t have [a kitchen] and I
said this is at least something
they can do as a group and enjoy
Christmas if they aren’t able to
do so at home,” she said.

e R

Photo by David Cruz

In Our Paper?

The Norwood News
loves, welcomes
and encourages
letters to the editor.

]
]
]
—

Write to:

David Cruz, Editor-in-Chief

Norwood News

3400 Reservoir Oval East
Bronx, New York, 10467

Or email dcruz@norwoodnews.org

Letters should be 400 words max, and include writer’'s name. Anonymous letters
will not be published, but names will be withheld upon reasonable request.

Saturday Programs
Ages 5-12yrs

Sports
Skills & Drills, Basketball, Gymnastics,
Fitness, Rock Wall Climbing,
Swimming, All sorts of sports

WINTER PROGRAMS

At the Mosholu Montefiore Community Center

ST rORLy,

mi
H

Ssemma®

Boys & Girls Baseball
and Girls Softball
League
Ages 4 V2 - 15 years of age

For more information call
Ivan Diaz, 718.882.4000 ext. 251

Creative Classes
Arts & Crafts, Actors studio, Ballet,
Ceramics, Cooking, Cartooning, Guitar
Painting, Jazz Hip Hop Dance
Jewelry Making

Educational Classes
Coding, Web Design, Reading
or Math Fundamentals

Taekwondo School
Ages K-19yrs

Saturdays
Beginners: 9am-10am
Advanced: 10-11am
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Beginners: 5:30-6:30pm
Advanced: 6:30-7:30pm

8 Sessions | $130 fee covers all classes
Belt tests extra

Saturday programs starts January 14

Mosholu Montefiore Community Center

For more Info and a FREE Brochure,
CALL (718) 882-4000, ext. 0 or VISIT mmcc.org today!

Teen/Adult
Programs

Fitness Center (Weight Room)
20% off January

English as a second language
FREE - 5 Locations

GED Test Preparation classes
17-24 yrs
FREE - 5 Locations

Senior Centers, Age 60+
Hot Lunch, Classes,
Parties, Trips

FREE - 3 Locations
MMCC Main Building
Marble Hill Community Center
Fort Independence Center

Teen Centers,13-19yrs
FREE -16 Locations

STUDENTS DISPLAY A baking sheet of holiday cookies they prepared at the Mosholu
Montefiore Community Center during a Christmas cookie baking session under the
supervision of head chef Dane McCarthy (in back row with beard).

3450 Dekalb Avenue | Bronx, New York 10467
718.882.4000 | mmcc.org

MM .
CC=
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‘@ainbridge is a wonderful place,
I have many friends and | get to socialize.

Why should | stay home alone
when | have a family here?
- Registrant since 1996

We would like to invite you to our

Qpeen ttouse!

This Monday & Thursday,
9:00 am — 1:00 pm

Find out how you or a loved one
can take part in our
Day Health Care Program in a

warm, caring, & nurturing environment.

SERVICES:
* Nursing, Medical Care
and Health Monitoring
* Case Management and
Coordination

* Therapy Services
(physical, occupational,
speech)

* Breakfast, Snacks, and
Lunch provided daily

* Fun activities and trips

* Free Wi-Fi and access to

computers

Free Door-to-door
TRANSPORTATION!

Se habla espafiol
Mbl roBopuM no pyccku

(/lB‘\ BA|NBR|DGE RSVP Contact
/‘ ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE CENTER Adriana Garcia
3518 Bainbridge Avenue * Bronx, New York 10467
Tel: (718) 653-2273 - Fax: (718) 882-6610
www.BainbridgeDayCares.com * info@BainbridgeDayCares.com

Bedford Park Tenants Fought the
Good Fight, and Left Scattered

By DAVID CRUZ

For the four families who once
lived at 267 E. 202nd St., the year of
turmoil is over.

After living through a year where
they were nearly evicted from their
home, battled their new landlord in
court over repairs as a way to delay
eviction proceedings, and ultimately
forced out following a devastating
three-alarm fire, the tenants have
found new lodgings. They’ve also
happened to settle their case against
their landlord, Peter Fine.

Fine, who was in the middle of be-
ing sued when the home broke out in
flames over the summer, settled the
cases with tenants for an undisclosed
sum of money. The tenants are now
scattered, living outside the Bronx
and relying on public assistance to
get by. Many declined to discuss the
terms of the settlement, fearing they
would be taken away.

In many ways, the tenants were
glad the days of shuffling to Housing
Court every other week were over.
Andrew Darcy, the pro bono attorney
representing the families through
MFY Legal Services, said his clients
had little interest in moving back in
anyway.

“It’s not that there was necessar-
ily a connection with the building. It
was affordable in a neighborhood that
they liked,” Darcy said. But it wasn’t
well-maintained. For years, I think
they had been living with issues.”

Still, the news opens the door for
Fine to likely demolish the building,
opting to construct a 20-unit property
that exploits the neighborhood’s cur-
rent zoning laws. It was a move many
suspected was in the works the mo-
ment Fine, an affordable and luxury
housing developer, purchased the
property, which abuts a parking lot.
The tenants will miss the aftermath:
afurther congested Bedford Park that
chips away at its suburban quality.

“This is one example that may be
occurring in many neighborhoods,
including neighborhoods close to
Bedford Park. This is one little dot of
a big painting that’s taken place over
the last year,” Darcy said.

Darcy is aware of the double-
edged sword. By helping his clients,
Fine, who has not filed for any build-
ing permits, can build a much taller
building. “I know that’s going to an-
ger a lot of people, especially know-
ing their history with Peter Fine,”
Darcy said. “However, you know that
couldn’t affect our representation of
these individuals.”

Fine’s purchase of the property
continues the construction boom
blanketing the Bronx. The trend is
favored by the de Blasio administra-
tion, which, in attempting to fix the
affordable housing and homelessness
crisis simultaneously, has created a
pro-building atmosphere for develop-
ers.

John Reilly, a resident who helped
get tenants housing thanks to his
background in affordable housing,
said the city has now taken other
considerations into account to en-
courage mindful development. “Ef-
forts to create some mixed income
housing as well as community needs
such as transportation, parking,
education and recreation space and
other public and community facili-
ties are now getting more consider-
ation,” Reilly said.

Fine has been in the real es-
tate business since the 1990s, hav-
ing founded Atlantic Development
Group with partner Marc Alheim.
He has built luxury housing in Flor-
ida, and has since eyed Bedford Park
for development. He may not get the
warmest reception following the
year of change for the tenants and
the community at large. A spokes-
man for Fine was unavailable for
comment.

WWW.NORWOODNEWS.ORG

" Follow the Norwood News

on Facebook and
@norwoodnews on Twitter
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Thief Sought for Burglar Crime Pattern in 52nd Precinct

[ ®

fr

VIDEO FROM AN ATM at a Bank of America captures the thief withdrawing cash from a victim’s account.

Images courtesy NYPD

By DAVID CRUZ
The 52nd Precinct needs help
finding a burglary suspect who bra-
zenly sneaks into fire escapes and
makes off with victims’ belongings.
Police say the thief was reported
to have struck six times from Oct. 6
through Nov. 24. In each crime, the

Rehabilitation & Health Care Center

thief enters the apartment through
the fire escape, in some cases with
the victims sleeping inside, and
steals items. The thief snuck into
apartments on Valentine Avenue
and the Grand Concourse between
the hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. In
all, the thief made off with purses,

credit cards, sneakers, watches,
Apple products, a Beats headphones
set, video games, and game con-
soles. There have been no reported
injuries with any time the burglar
hit the homes.

Surveillance video from an ATM
machine at a Bank of America shows

the suspected thief (pictured) with-
drawing cash from a victim’s bank
account.

Anyone with informationisasked
to call the NYPD Crime Stoppers
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS (8477) or
for Spanish, 1-888-57-PISTA (74782).
Calls are kept confidential.

St. Patrick’s Home

“Where it all began”

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Physical, Occupational & Speech

Therapy

Daily Mass in our Chapel
Restorative Nursing

Wound Care

Therapeutic Recreation

Memory Program
Palliative Care
Pastoral Care

Psychological Services

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463

Tel: 718-519-2800

Gift Shop & Coffee Shop
And many other services...

Fax: 718-304-1817
www.stpatrickshome.org

Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929 [I

FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME
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BIG SAVINGS

THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!
COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND

Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to
Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Haiseigid Limpeavernsent TRt et

{J EROME - GuN HiLr

Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!
All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment

Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946
for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunbhillbid.org

APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF., AMO*

A COMPFREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE ORGANIZATION

1601 Bronzdabe Avenue « Bronoc, HY 10462 « T 710 3108000 « F 710 310 3583
www. langsamipropertysenvices.com

Professional Directory

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0to 21 years.
General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD Same-Day Appointment
Every Day! (718) 881-8999

Computer Repair
Upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen,
broken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
A place of grace in Norwood. 3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY Phone:
(718) 652-6839 Website: www.epiphanybx.org WORSHIP Sundays
atnoon; BIBLE STUDY Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP
Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

HELP WANTED

Senior Center Director — Mosholu Montefiore Community Center
seeks an experienced Program Director to run its Ft. Independence
Senior Center. Duties include: maintaining oversight of daily congre-
gate meal program, teaching group activities, marketing/promoting
the center, conducting new member intakes, supervising staff, etc. A
BA degree in Human Services or a related field and 3-5 years of rel-
evant experience required. A NYC Food Handler’s Certificate is pre-
ferred. We offer a competitive salary and benefits. Submit resume and
cover letter including salary requirements to: jobs@mmcc.org.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF Sage Logistics, LL.C. Articles of
Organization filed with the Secretary of State of NY (SSNY) on
10/11/2016. Office location: Bronx County. SSNY has been desig-
nated as agent upon whom process against it may be served. The
Post Office address to which the SSNY shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served upon him/her is: 2255 Cruger Av-
enue, Apt. 2E, Bronx, N.Y. 10467, which is also the principal busi-
ness location. Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Follow the Norwood News

on Facebook and
@norwoodnews on Twitter
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

“Treecycling”

Recycle your holiday tree to
nourish parks throughout the
city. Free mulch and collection
bags will be provided at Van Cor-
tlandt Park’s golf course at Bai-
ley Avenue and Van Cortlandt
Park South, Jan. 7 and 8, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Donors may bring
trees until Jan. 8 tolocal drop-off
sites for future recycling: Wil-
liamsbridge Oval Park, Kossuth
Playground at Mosholu Parkway
North and Kossuth Avenue, St.
James Park at West 192nd Street
and Jerome Avenue, or Poe Park
at the Grand Concourse between
East Kingsbridge Road and East
192nd Street. For more informa-
tion and additional sites, visit
WWWw.nyc.gov/dsny or www.nyc.
gov/greenyc.

Women'’s Self Defense Workshop

Free women’s self-defense
classes for females age 10 and
up are available at the Williams-
bridge Oval Recreation Center

for six Sundays from Jan. 15 un-
til Feb. 19 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. For more information, call
(718) 543-8672 or email sarah.
bishow@parks.nyc.gov.

Free Tax Filing Services
The Financial Advisors Group
Free is offering free tax filings
to anyone until Jan. 20. For more
information or to make an ap-
pointment, call (347) 575-5045.
Free income tax preparation
for qualifying residents is avail-
able at University Neighborhood
Housing Program (UNHP) on se-
lect Wednesdays and Saturdays
starting Feb. 1 through Apr. 18
by appointment only. Tax prepar-
ers can also review your credit
report, provide financial advice,
and freeze your rent. Must have
all tax documents available be-
fore meeting with tax preparer.
To learn the qualifications and
to schedule an appointment, call
(718) 933-2539 or www.unhp.org.
UNHP will host a Financial

Fitness Open House on Jan. 18
from 1 to 6 p.m. at Refuge House,
2715 Bainbridge Ave., near East
196th Street. Learn if you qual-
ify for free tax preparation, get
information on bank services,
and receive a copy of your credit
report and credit score.

Snow Laborers Sought

NYC seeks emergency snow
laborers to help remove snow and
ice from bus stops, step streets,
and other locations throughout
the city this winter. Interested
applicants must be at least 18,
eligible to work in the USA and
capable of performing heavy
physical labor. Registration is
at the DOT garage, Bronx Yard,
Mosholu Avenue and Broadway
(Van Cortlandt Park), weekdays
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring two
small photos (1-1/2” square),
original and copy of two forms of
ID, and SS card or Tax ID num-
ber. Hourly salary is $15; and
$22.50 after 40 hours are worked

in a week.

Apply to Kindergarten

Applications are now avail-
able for Kindergarten at New
York City public schools for
children born in 2012. Parents
can apply by calling (718) 935-
2400, online at schools.nyc.gov/
applyonline, or by visiting the
Department of Education’s Fam-
ily Welcome Center at 1 Ford-
ham Plaza, 7th floor (this site
is for families enrolling their
children into school districts 7,
9, and 10). The application dead-
line is Jan. 13.

Free Composting

Repurpose food by bringing it
to Lehman College’s Food Scrap
Drop-Off location, 250 Bedford
Pk. Blvd. W., Mondays from 8 to
10 a.m. when school is in session.
The goal is to reduce the amount
of compostable waste that goes
into landfills. For more infor-
mation, call (718) 960-8833.

Attention Businesses!

(ot Fliers?

Circulars?

Promotional Cards?

PLACETHEM INTHE NORWOOD NEWS

Reach a BIG Audience
324-4998 FOR DETAILS

CALL
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Out &Ab out

Compiled by JUDY NOY

EDITOR’S PICK

Elvis Is in the House

The public is invited to go down memory lane with Elvis Presley in one of his
best films, “Jailhouse Rock,” on Jan. 7 at 2:30 p.m. at The Bronx Library Center,
310 E. Kingsbridge Rd. For more information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit

www.nypl.org.

Onstage

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E.
Kingsbridge Rd., presents Sonido
Costeio Trio, Latin band, Jan. 14 at 2:30
p.m. For more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org.

Lehman College’s Center for the
Performing Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd.
W., presents a Reunion of Salsa concert,
Jan. 21 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $50 to $125/
VIP. VIP includes pre-concert wine and
hors d’oeuvres reception at 6:30 p.m.
and the best seats in the house. Also
scheduled is Fire and Ice, featuring
classical and Broadway music, free, Jan.
11 at 7 p.m. in the Lehman Art Gallery.
Refreshments will be served. For more
information and to RSVP, call (718) 960-
8833.

The Bronx Arts Ensemble presents the
Ted Rosenthal Jazz Trio, Jan. 21 at 8
p.m., at the Riverdale Y, 5625 Arlington
Ave. For more information, call (718) 601-
7399.

Events

The New York Botanical Garden presents
the Holiday Train Show exhibition in the

Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, through
Jan. 16, featuring numerous NYC
landmarks made from plant parts

and large-scale model trains, New
this year is the Coney Island roller
coaster. Also scheduled is Bar Car
Nights, 7 to 10 p.m., through Jan.

14 (call for schedule), for adults 21+
which includes street performers,

ice sculpting demonstrations, stilt
walking and a dance theatre. The

Pine Tree Cafe hosts musicians ($25/
members; $35/non members, advance
tickets recommended). For children,
there is Evergreen Express, through
Jan. 22, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., in the
Everett Children’s Adventure Garden,
to explore plant parts, make crafts,
create a train puppet, join a musical
marching parade, and more. Also,
there is All Aboard With Thomas &
Friends, through Jan. 22, a sing-along
ride including professional photos
offered. For more information or a
detailed schedule, call (718) 817-8700.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W.
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family
Art Projects: Create Your Year -
Hello 2017!, to make a calendar with
personal plans, Jan. 7 and 8; and A
Hand in Freedom, arts and crafts in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jan.

Photo courtesy New York Botanical Garden
THE HOLIDAY TRAIN show at the New York Botanical Garden wraps up on Jan.
16 (check out details under Events).

14 and 15; both in the WH House
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Also scheduled
is concert, | Go On Singing: Paul
Robeson’s Life in Song, Jan. 15 at 2
p.m. (tickets: $28; $22/WH member;
$15; $12/ages 8 to 18; info: ext. 251),
in the WH House at 2 p.m. Grounds
admission is free until noon Saturdays
and Tuesdays all year. For more
information and a schedule of events
including tours and walks, call (718)
549-3200.

Library Events

The Bronx Library Center, 310

E. Kingsbridge Rd., presents the
following for children: Hands-On
Projects: (ages 7 to 12; preregistration
required), Mittens Making, Jan. 5;
Snowflake Making, Jan. 12; Paper
Plate Arctic Fox Making, Jan. 19;

all at 4 p.m.; and Winter Art, Jan.

15 at 3:30 p.m. Also scheduled is
Goldfish Observation: (ages 7 to 12;
preregistration required), workshop
on dJan. 10 at 4 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57
or visit www.nypl.org.

Image courtesy MGM Pictures
THE FILM SCREENING of “Jailhouse Rock” will play at the Bronx Library Cen-
ter on Jan. 7 (see Editor’s Pick for details).

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th
St., offers for children: Maurice
Sendak Party: (ages 3 to 12), crafts
and games, Jan. 6 at 3:30 p.m.
(registration suggested); and Jewelry
Time: (ages 5 to 12), create wearable
art, Jan. 10 at 3:30 p.m. Teens/
young adults can attend film: “Pete’s
Dragon,” Jan. 14 at 1:30 p.m. Adults
can enjoy: Knitting Circle: Thursdays
at 3 p.m. For more information, call
(718) 882-8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames
Place (near Kingsbridge Road), offers
for children: Kids Get Active Fridays:
(ages 5 to 12), dance moves on the
Wii game console, Jan. 6 at 2:45 p.m.;
and Preschool Story Time and Craft
at 11:15 a.m.: (ages 3 to 5), featuring
books, puppetry, dramatics, crafts and
flannel boards, Jan. 12 and 19. For
more information, call (718) 549-5200.

NOTE: /tems for consideration may

be mailed to our office or sent to
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and
should be received by Jan. 9 for the
next publication date of Jan 19, 2017.
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(continued from page 1)
money. It didn’t.

The two sides went to court. Even
though Bronx Supreme Court Judge
Ruben Franco favored the project,
he ultimately sided with the city, rul-
ing it had not breached any contract
by not releasing the lease. The news
sends the project in even deeper tur-
moil with no shovel on the ground in
2016, a blow to political stakeholders
such as Bronx Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. who’ve depended on the
project to bolster their image.

Development

Once again development took cen-
ter stage in Norwood and Bedford
Park, with the two neighborhoods
bracing for a population uptick. In
some instances, that has already
started, thanks to the opening of Con-
cerned for Independent Living, an
enormous supportive housing com-
plex at the corner of Webster Avenue
and East Gun Hill Road. Up the road,
Webster Commons is set to wrap up
on a huge, 484-unit affordable hous-
ing complex.

Webster Avenue is once again see-
ing previously mentioned projects

2016 Year in Review

such as a supportive housing project
by the Doe Fund and Norwood Gar-
dens by The Stagg Group enter the
first phase of their development proj-
ects. The Doe Fund was announced
in 2015, though construction didn’t
begin until mid-2016. The same went
for The Stagg Group.

Several blocks away, permits to
build a hotel were filed by hotelier
Nehalkumar Gandhi. Just what kind
of hotel remains to be seen, though if
history is any indicator, there may
be a Howard Johnson’s in the works
given Gandhi’s construction of one in
New Jersey.

Webster Avenue was rezoned in
2011, with officials from the Depart-
ment of City Planning (DCP) promis-
ing it would return to assess Bedford
Park for rezoning. In a forum at Com-
munity Board 7 in May, a DCP official
said rezoning Bedford Park is likely
not going to happen. CB7 responded
by hiring an urban planning con-
sultant to conduct its own rezoning
study that will later be presented to
DCP.

Sparkingthe study was an eviction
proceeding for tenants at 267 E. 202nd
St. by an affordable and luxury hous-

tling into MMCC'’s day-to-day affairs.

Retirements and So Longs

Several folks familiar to Norwood and beyond announced their good-byes to their posts
that made them regulars to it. Here are some notable names:

Congressman Charles Rangel: The Congressman who briefly
represented Norwood thanks to gerrymandered political lines, finally
ended his tenure as Congressman for the 13th Congressional District,
which now goes to Congressman Adriano Espaillat.

Don Bluestone: Donald Bluestone, the execu-
tive director of Mosholu-Montefiore Community Center, taking a once
$1.5 million nonprofit and turning it into a $26 million social services
operation, announced his retirement for 2017. He’s got a couple more
months to go before handing it off completely to Rita Santelia, now set-

Steven Bussell: Steven Bussell said goodbye to several volunteer
title roles, including vice president of the 52nd Precinct, member of Mon-
tefiore Health System’s Community Advisory Board, and member of the
Jewish Council, as he announced his retirement from public service.
Bussell now lives in Florida.

Eamonn “Eddie” McDwyer: It was closing time for the proprietor
of McDwyer’s Pub, Eamonn “Eddie” McDwyer, who announced the clo-
sure of his 50-year-old bar of the same name in November after a dispute
with the landlord. McDwyer’s Pub was the last Irish bar in Norwood.

Santiago Taveras: DeWitt Clinton High School principal Santiago
Taveras was let go from the community school after it was proven he
doctored student grades to make them look good, creating the false im-
pression the school’s image improved.

ing developer, Peter Fine. Fine looked
to remove the tenants of the existing
two-story building so he could build
a taller building, further congesting
the neighborhood.

Tenants experienced even more
instability after a fire ripped through
the building over the summer, forcing
them out for good. A settlement was
eventually reached (see page 10 for
more information) that saw a happy
ending for tenants, but signaled an
opening for Fine to begin razing the
building and constructing a new one.

Crime

The year saw the departure of
52nd Precinct commanding officer,
Inspector Nilda Hofmann, who left
the precinct to take a job at Police
Headquarters in Lower Manhattan
in May. She was replaced by Deputy
Inspector Peter Fiorillo, a 25-year
veteran who Kkept crime in a busy
precinct relatively the same as it
ended in 2015.

As of press time, overall violent
crime was even, from 2,070 violent
crimes in 2016 to the exact same num-
ber the same time the year before.
Keeping officers busy is the number

O T OOl Nz

of felony and misdemeanor assault
cases, which went up 6.4 percent and
8.2 percent respectively throughout
the year. Also hurting the policy
is the number of so-called fishing
scams, where thieves used string
and glue to “fish” out mail from mail-
boxes.

Hofmann left right on the heels
of the installation of the Neighbor-
hood Coordination Officer Program,
which dedicates beat cops to one
particular neighborhood instead of
bouncing them around from one call
to another. The idea, according to
the NCO'’s architect, NYPD Commis-
sioner James O’Neill (an alum of the
52nd Precinct), is to forge better rela-
tions with the community, serving
as a better set of eyes and ears for the
Police Department.

Improving relationships remains
a struggle. It was made tangible with
the shooting death of Deborah Dan-
ner, a mentally ill elderly woman
fatally shot by an NYPD sergeant.
Danner was not armed, prompting
Commissioner O’Neill to declare that
the NYPD failed her.

Editor’s Note: The Norwood
News wishes everyone a great 2017!
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ADVERTISE
TODAY

in the

NORWOOD NEWS

Nearly 40,000 readers means
40,000 customers.

SELL YOUR BRAND.
MAKE MONEY.

Advertise in the Norwood News.

Call 718-324-4998.

NORWOOD
NEWS

3400 Reservoir Oval E.
Bronx, NY 10467
718.324.4998




	010517_XNN_NWN_001
	010517_XNN_NWN_002
	010517_XNN_NWN_003
	010517_XNN_NWN_004
	010517_XNN_NWN_005
	010517_XNN_NWN_006
	010517_XNN_NWN_007
	010517_XNN_NWN_008
	010517_XNN_NWN_009
	010517_XNN_NWN_010
	010517_XNN_NWN_011
	010517_XNN_NWN_012
	010517_XNN_NWN_013
	010517_XNN_NWN_014
	010517_XNN_NWN_015
	010517_XNN_NWN_016

