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FRAUD CHARGES
FOR NORWOOD DEL

Manhattan DA accuses halal deli of bllklng fed gov’t of $296K

Photo by David Greene
IT'S BACK TO business as usual for the AKS Halal Deli, whose owner and his associates stand accused of a $296,000 welfare fraud
scheme.

By DAVID GREENE

A popular deli in Norwood
has reopened after being shut-
tered for six days following
an alleged food stamp fraud
scheme, shocking residents
who frequent the eatery.

But the owner and his as-
sociates who are all related
still face a slew of charges af-
ter several family members
were arrested in an early
morning raid on June 24, fol-

lowed by a second raid the fol-
lowing day at the man’s home.
The Manhattan District At-
torney’s office confirmed
that five family members face
grand larceny and conspiracy
charges for allegedly bilking
the federal government out of
$296,000 worth of food stamps.

Police stormed into the
AKS Halal Deli and Grill at
319 E. 204th St. on June 24.
The deli, popular in Norwood

thanks to its family-friendly
atmosphere, is one of a few
to boast a large spread of hot
food that’s purchased by regu-
lars and passersby. Police say
the owner, Ali Shahzad, 61,
was taken into custody in the
initial raid. Authorities later
shut down the store, which
remained closed until Thurs-
day, June 30.

Neighbors were stunned
to see the deli closed for days,

its storefront lights out. An
orange sticker placed by the
NYPD read the owners were
charged with fraud. Many
residents took to the Norwood
News’ comments section upon
reading the online version of
this article, with several well-
wishers praising the deli.
“They have only provided
stellar customer service and
showed true care for their
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EDITORIAL

Espaillat Wms Now Open That Bronx Office

State Senator Adriano Espaillatlargely
owes his primary victory in the Demo-
cratic 13th Congressional District race to
the Bronx, which takes up 20 percent of
the gerrymandered district that also cov-
ers Norwood. Mr. Espaillat took in 15,735
votes over the presumptive frontrunner,
Assemblyman Keith Wright, who took in
14,499 votes in a stunning upset. Mr. Es-
paillat also won the Bronx by 853 votes.

Granted, June 28 did mark a primary,
but with the district heavily Democratic,
November’s General Election will for-
mally see Mr. Espaillat ascend to the seat.

With that: Mr. Espaillat, please open
a Bronx constituent services office. After
all, it’s a trend every other congressional
lawmaker in the Bronx has followed, and
it could help you secure another term in
2018.

For four years, taking a complaint to
Mr. Espaillat’s predecessor, the legendary
Congressman Charles Rangel, meant trek-
king to his constituent services office at
163 W. 125th St. That didn’t sound too good
for the senior citizen relying on mass tran-
sit to get there, or the new immigrant just
getting to know how the system works. Is-
sues, unfortunately, were left unresolved.

Mr. Rangel tried to compensate by
holding town hall meetings in the Bronx,
though they were poorly publicized and
didn’t quite generate the attendance that
would have benefitted him or his Bronx
constituents. Too bad.

Finding an office could be easy for Mr.
Espaillat, thanks to the Members Repre-
sentational Allowance (MRA), the official
expense account for members of Congress.
Last year, the MRA gave legislators a me-
dian allowance of $1.2 million for office-
related expenses, which includes rent for
office space. Mr. Rangel blamed a Repub-
lican Congress for not allocating funds for
an office during the 2013 debt-ceiling cri-

Photo courtesy Facebook
STATE SENATOR ADRIANO Espaillat (center) should consider opening up a district
office in the Bronx should he want another Congressional term.

sis. But perhaps he figured his retirement
made it pointless to open a Bronx office.
Too bad. A Bronx office would be money
well spent.

While on the campaign trail, Mr. Es-
paillat stressed his first priority as an
elected Congressman would be to open a
Bronx office, though no specifics were of-
fered on when and where.

It’s long been claimed that Harlem’s
electoral powerbase has whittled down
some, thanks to changing demographics
in the diverse yet somewhat segregated
district. The influence has moved upward
to Manhattan’s Inwood and Washington
Heights neighborhoods, which, like Mr.
Espaillat, is heavily Hispanic, much like
the Bronx. A presence, therefore, is cer-
tainly needed.

For a constituent services office to suc-
ceed, it must be attuned to the issues that
the federal government can fix. For the
Brongx, issues that require a caseworker
include immigration, housing, job recruit-

ment, local economic development, and
even inconveniences at the local post of-
fice. A report by Office: MG, a think tank
group, released a report shortly after the
2014 election and recommended “constitu-
ent issues surrounding topics of language”
would make for a successful strategy. Bi-
lingual services should also be available.

There’s this prevailing notion that the
Bronx is viewed as an afterthought, a bor-
ough that “gets no respect,” to quote the
late comedian, Rodney Dangerfield. The
notion is quite the opposite. Rife with is-
sues of unemployment, healthcare dis-
parities, tenant displacement and hints of
gentrification, the Bronx side of the 13th
Congressional District is in desperate
need of help. For the district to continue
deprived of congressional representation
would be abysmal.

One more thing about the Bronx: It
does not forget. So Mr. Espaillat, remem-
ber to open a Bronx office. Your opponents
will keep you to your word.
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Residents, Holding to Bedford Park Home, Plug Away

By DAVID CRUZ

For the past six
months, the small band
of tenants at 267 E. 202nd
St., a 2-story apartment
building, have dealt
with an uncertainty
that hasn’t quite been re-
solved: are they staying
or going?

It’s a question that’s
been on the minds of
these tenants who've
built lives there for as
long as 30 years.

“Everybody’s  been
living in that building
for solong,” said Cynthia
Garcia, a tenant and sin-
gle mother of two chil-
dren. “Everybody’s like
family.”

The piece of prop-
erty, resting at the tip
of Briggs Avenue in a
sleepy part of Bedford
Park, remains a source
of attention for a lawyer
looking to keep tenants
in their homes, a law-
maker who’s kept an eye
on developments, and
housing advocates who
balk at the ongoing ur-
banization of the neigh-
borhood.

Together they've all
set their sights on the
new owner, Peter Fine,
a housing developer who
spent some years build-
ing homes in wealthy
parts of Florida state.
He’s since been taken to
court, propagating a sit-
uation that, at its core,
is arguing the future
look of Bedford Park. It’s
since inspired petitions
demanding lawmakers
downzone the district.

Fine is now answer-
ing a lawsuit originally
filed against Genesis Re-
alty, which had sent 30-
day eviction notices to
tenants in February. The
original suit, filed by the
tenants’ attorney, An-
drew Darcy, demanded
repairs inside the build-
ing be made. The suit
doubled as insurance to
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RESIDENTS OF 267 E. 202nd St. hold a tenants association meeting on June 20 at West Bronx Housing.

keep the tenants in their
homes. The two sides are
expected in court in July
to conference with the
court over repairs.

For tenants, their
fears seem rooted with
one conclusion: Fine
wants to clear the build-
ing so it could be bull-
dozed, making way for
new housing. Just what
kind of housing remains
unclear.

Thebuildingoccupies
an R8 zone, a designation
allowing any developer
to build as high as eight
stories or more. Should
Fine succeed in acquir-
ing the building, Fine
could build even higher,
thanks to the increase in
the lot’s available square
footage.

Double-Edge Sword

With adequate liv-
ing conditions waning,
tenants such as Nina
Archeval, one of the
more outspoken tenants
against Fine, have given
up. In the last week of
June, Archeval accepted
a buyout to relocate,
leaving the remaining
tenants to fight eviction.

“It’s crazy that Nina
just took the buyout like

that,” said Garcia. “She
was the first one to say,
‘okay, this is what we'’re
doing, we're going to file’
and you're the first one
to jump ship, it’s like
‘wow.” We thought we
were tighter than that.”

Leadership duties
have since gone to tenant
Marisol Jimenez, who
routinely sends out up-
dated emailson any hints
of harassment. Those
include a claim that em-
ployee vehicles continu-
ally block an emergency
exit by Jimenez’s apart-
ment. Jimenez grew so
fed up over cars block-
ing her entrance, she
had a vehicle ticketed.
Meantime, unsanitary
conditions gone uncor-
rected by management
include a layer of rust
that covers her bathtub’s
ground space and the ex-
istence of mold. Jimenez
has so far stayed positive
even in the face of uncer-
tainty.

A check on the New
York City Housing Pres-
ervation and Develop-
ment agency’s website
shows 146 violations have
been filed against the
building. Seven of those
are considered C viola-

tions, the most heinous,
ranging from lead paint
to no window guards.

Who is Peter Fine?

The son of immi-
grants, Fine was born
in Queens, spending
his early years living
in public housing. Af-
ter working in the non-
profit sector in the early
part of his career, Fine
formed the Atlantic De-
velopment Group with
partner Marc Alheim.
Created in 1996, the com-
pany focused squarely
on affordable housing
development throughout
the city. He also owns
luxury properties in Mi-
ami, Florida.

All Metro r

HEALTH CARE
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Bronx/Manhattan Area
F/T, P/T & Weekends

An article by the
Norwood News pointed
to Fine’s pattern of cam-
paign contributions to
political candidates and
legislators as a method
of garnering influence
and clout. When former
Governor George Pataki,
a Republican, was in of-
fice, Fine and his spouse,
gave $65,341 towards
his 2004 campaign. New
York governors have ex-
ecutive privilege to ap-
point members to the
state Housing Finance
Agency, which offers fi-
nancing to affordable
and Mitchell Lama hous-
ing.

In the last few years,
those contributions to

local politicians, which
at one point had been
in the thousands of dol-
lars, have waned. A look
at campaign finance re-
cords shows that Fine
has donated a mere $250,
quite a low figure, to
Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. In
2015, he donated heavily
to “We the People, Not
Washington,” a super
PAC that donates to Re-
publican races.

For now, no legisla-
tor has stood on the side
of Fine. Councilman An-
drew Cohen, whose 11th
Council District covers
the neighborhood, told
the Norwood News, “We
are prepared to do what-
ever it takes to preserve
the scale and character
of Bedford Park.”

In a response to ques-
tions from the Norwood
News, a spokesman for
Fine was not clear over
whether Fine would ulti-
mately seek to tear down
the property in favor of a
high-rise. Fine, through
his company, To Better
Days Development, ad-
mitted he is “consider-
ing options to develop
the vacant portion but
it’s too soon to provide
specifics.”

Editor’s Note: An
expanded article on this
story can be found on
Www.norwoodnews.org.

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE

A Garing Opportunity...with a caring company

* Great Pay! *All shifts  Paid vacation after 1 year
* Personal/Sick days e Life Insurance 401K plan
* Health insurance available e EOE

Call 212-867-6530 Kevin-ext 221, Vivene ext 209




4 e July 7-20, 2016 ® Norwood News

Wit i e 1] ONE CARD = 2 BENEFITS

Mss & JOIN GUR 56 PRESCRIPTION CLUR

OIvAL PILARMALY
Cieil

BAVE MIDNEY DM 300 GENERICS & B0 BRAND DRLUGS

Community speCiaIty Pharmacy EARM POINTS & REDEEM S5566 WITH LOYALTY CARD=~
UNIT | IHHUNIL-.TmH I VAL PHARBMACY $6 GENERICS — 30 DAY SUPPLY

ZOSTAVAX (SHINGLES) DIABETES  HEART / BLOOD PRESSURE * CHOLESTEROL

I VACCINE
DOSE COVERED BY ALLERGY / COUGH / COLD » GASTROINTESTINAL © ARTHRITIS

ot il PAIN » HORMONES / STEROIDS « VITAMINS » BPH MENTAL
PACKAGING 3 MORT IRSHRAEEES LEALTH » PARKINSONS and more...

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

¢ Hepatitis

¢ E-Prescribing e Ostomy supplies e Incontinence Supplies

* Unit Dose Packaging * Diabetes * Medication Therapy * FREE BP CHECK UP
° ImrElumzat-lons e Asthma Management ON SITE

e Refill Reminders L.

« HIV /AIDS Diseases e WIC Checks e Fax / Copy / Metro Card e DMV Vision Test

* Specialty Drugs ¢ Nutritionals / FSA Card * Delivery Service

Oval Pharmacy is a community pharmacy located in the Bronx. Our objective is to serve our community with unique
OVAL PH AR M ACY pharmaceutical care by offering Unit Dose Packaging, Inmunizations, Medication Therapy Management and more.
255 E. Gun Hill Road Bronx, NY 10467 Visit our website M Like uson Oval Pharmacy
AL L  Wwww.ovalpharmacy.com B Facebook @255 GUN HILL ROAD

Coansarned Dental Care, Branx - 55 E, Mashalu Furhl‘-‘.h, Marth, Branx, MY 10447 - Phana: (/18] &452-7370

“ CONCERNED

Dr. Jay Fensterstock DDS PC

Looking for a
Reason to Smile?

Concerned Dental Care are dental prnfe:si-:mal:
whosa mission is to provide pationts with caring,
gentle and quality dentistry at affordable prices.

Wae are people that care about people.

Choose Concerned Dental Care
as your provider today

i N .

REFER A FRIEND, FREE Eﬂ% GFF

welude: Orthodentics, Oral S EARN %25 ORTHODONTIC FIRST CEREC
: TOWARDS CONSULTATIONS SAME:DAY CROWNMN
. Dentures and more TREATMEMNT

argency appointmants ||_'-| peopie In pain Only valid when refarral Bacanx and Warichewter Broms and YWeiichegar
aTlawia &h appesdinimend lacatiang anly L wtn s Gl




July 7-20, 2016 ® Norwood News ¢ 5

Steven Bussell, a Familiar Face
In Bedford Park, Says So Long

By DAVID CRUz

In the last three years, Steven
Bussell’s journey out of the Bronx
has been piecemeal.

Now a Florida transplant, Bussell
had dragged out his departure after
finding it hard to let go of the Bronx.
But for each trip he took to the Sun-
shine State, more personal effects fol-
lowed.

On July 1, he made it official. His
exit from the borough also signaled
his retirement from local volunteer-
ism, saying goodbye to the local 52nd
Precinct, West Bronx Housing, and
Montefiore Health Systems’ Com-
munity Advisory Board (CAB). It
also capped four decades living in a
neighborhood he says has undergone
sweeping changes.

“I've seen the good, the bad, and
the ugly,” said Bussell, 71, a bespec-
tacled Bronxite with military-grade
haircut and bushy eyebrows. “A lot
has turned around.”

Wearing a button T-shirt with the
52nd Precinct logo stitched to it, Bus-
sell spoke to the Norwood News over
lunch at Webster Café, two hours be-
fore he was to help at the precinct’s
Open House. The meet and greet
eventaimed at forging stronger bonds
between community and police.

Bussell served 19 years on the 52nd
Precinct Community Council, a ci-
vilian panel where residents hear di-
rectly from the precinct’s command-
ing officer on crime trends while also
airing any quality-of-life grievances.
Bussell’s role wasn’t relegated to just
sitting at the dais. As vice president,
Bussell worked the phones to cobble
funds for the council’s yearly events
such as National Night Out Against
Crime. Procuring funds is a chal-
lenge, he notes, hoping his successor
will take it on successfully.

“What’s so great about Steve was
the outstanding knowledge he had
of the surrounding communities
within the 52nd Precinct and of their
issues past and present,” said Brenda
Caldwell, Community Council presi-
dent. “Steve brought this forth at our
meetings which helped break the ice
between the person(s) attending the
meetings and the commanding offi-
cer.”

Bussell couldn’t quite pinpoint
why volunteering, which can make
one feel invisible, appealed to him.

Photo by Daniela Beasley
STEVEN BUSSELL

“I'm very civic-minded, even in high
school,” said Bussell, whose first vol-
unteer job was at the American Red
Cross, working at the now closed
Morrissania Hospital. “Ultimately,
someone has to do it.”

Back then, he lived in Mt. Eden.
Bussell moved up to Bedford Park
some four decades ago after his
mother was mugged.

Relationship building appears
to be Bussell’s specialty. It came in
handy at his job in the garment in-
dustry, where he traveled the world
on his company’s behalf. With glo-
betrotting on his résumé, Bussell
switched gears, becoming a travel
agent.

He also squeezed in more vol-
unteer work as president of West
Bronx Housing, a tenant advocacy
group and offshoot of the Bronx Jew-
ish Community Council. The group
sponsored Project H.O.P.E., a social
services program where Bussell
helped donate food packages to poor
Jewish residents. Once a month,
Bussell sat at Montefiore’s CAB,
airing concerns from the neighbor-
hood. Sally Dunford, who worked
closely with Bussell at the Jewish
Council and CAB, said Bussell’s exit
is a “major loss to the community.”

Volunteering won’t end for Bus-
sell. In Florida, he already sits
on his condo board, shaming bad
neighbors who violated the com-
plex’s rules. The Bronx, he says,
won’t quite leave him. “I'm only an
email away.”
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Bedford Park Activist Enters Race for 78th AD District Leader

By WENDY JOAN BIDDLECOMBE

Lifelong Bronxite Samelys Lopez,
former second vice chair at Bronx Com-
munity Board 7, is petitioning to become
the Democratic Female District Leader
for the 78th Assembly District, an area
that covers Bedford Park, Kingsbridge
Heights and Fordham.

The district leader is an elected and
unpaid volunteer within both the Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties, and re-

sponsibilities for the position include
hiring poll workers, listening to and
advocating for community members’
concerns and encouraging people to be
involved in the local political process.
There are two district leaders for each
assembly district, one female and one
male, who are voted in every two years.
There are no term limits.

The position is currently held by
Nilda Velazquez, a supporter of Assem-

blyman Jose Rivera of the 78th Assem-
bly District.

“I want to concentrate on political
empowerment,” said Lopez, who is a
Democrat but is running as an indepen-
dent candidate for the position within
the Democratic Party. “I wanted torunto
show that you don’t have to be anointed
by the party, and that you don’t have to
ask anyone’s permission to get involved.”

Lopez, 36, who works for an afford-

With support from the Partnerships for Parks Capacity Fund Grant, made possible by
the City Parks Foundation thanks to the Parks Equity Initiative of the New York City
Council under the leadership of Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito
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WITH A CLIPBOARD in hand, Samelys
Lopez seeks signatures to put her on the
Sept. 13 Democratic Primary for District
Leader of the 78th Assembly District.

able housing developer, said she learned
about the district leader position about
a year ago, and decided to join the race
about two months ago. She has spent
most days since early June canvassing
parks, train stops, supermarkets and
other areas around the assembly dis-
trict by bike. With a small group of vol-
unteers, Lopez has been meeting com-
munity members and asking registered
Democrats to sign the petition neces-
sary to put her on the Sept. 13 primary
ballot.

But her request is not automatic. Of-
tentimes, Lopez winds up explaining not
only what the district leader’s role is but
how the petition process works and how
a name ends up on a ballot in a general
election.

“It’shard to give your signature out of
nowhere if you don’t understand what’s
going to happen with that signature,”
Lopez said. “Regardless of whether I win
or lose, I think I'll come up the winner
anyway because the point of it is to raise
awareness about local politics.”

Lopez is running what she calls
a clean and grassroots campaign,
and doesn’t plan to raise money un-
til after she makes the ballot. She
has already passed the 500 neces-
sary signatures to put her on the bal-
lot well before the July 14 deadline.

Lopez was recently not reappointed
to another term on Community Board 7
for reasons she said are still “unclear”
to her, because she “made every meet-
ing” and established workshops, such
as the Livable Neighborhoods Program,
in an effort to “empower residents and
businesses to be civically engaged.”

Multiple attempts were made to con-
tact Nilda Velazquez before deadline
with no success.
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Celebrating
Centenarians

St. Patrick’s Home holds annual tradition

By TATYANA TURNER
and ADRIANNA LOMBARDO

Family members and res-
idents of St. Patrick’s Home
Rehabilitation and Health
Care Center at 66 Van Cor-
tlandt Pk., So., gathered to
celebrate nine residents who
can now call themselves cen-
tenarians.

Centenarians, those who
are or over the age of 100,
were honored at the Van Cor-
tlandt Village home, with
honorees all being women.
Two of the honorees were
aged 103.

So what’s the secret to a
long life? One centenarian,
who only went by Catherine
M., told the Norwood News,
“My secret to living so long
was having faith.”

St. Patrick’s Home has
been celebrating centennial

birthdays for a decade. These
events were inspired by a cli-
ent who moved into the facil-
ity at 100 years of age. Since
then, staffers wanted to cel-
ebrate the occasion with a
birthday party held annu-
ally each June.

“It got bigger and bigger
and bigger every year,” said
Janet Kibassa, director of
recreation and coordinator
for the birthday celebration
at St. Patrick’s Home.

Letters from President
Barack Obama, Mayor Bill de
Blasio, and Bronx Borough
President Ruben Diaz Jr.
were read and certificates of
recognition were presented
to each honoree.

“It’'s wonderful to cele-
brate these residents. They
have gone through so many
experiences, said Kibassa.
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Photo by Adrianna Lombardo

CATHERINE M. (SITTING, LEFT), age 103, who received a Citation of Merit, shares a moment with Sis-
ter Leda (standing, left), while Sister Bernadette Therese (standing, right), mission and privacy officer for
St. Patrick’s Home, stands behind Sister Benigna C. (sitting, right), who also received a Citation of Merit,
and turns 100 in September. The three sisters are all from the Carmelite Order.

The birthday celebration
concluded with guests eat-
ing birthday cake and enjoy-
ing dance performances and
tunes as far back as 1913 to
coincide with the years some
of the centenarians were

born.

St. Patrick’s Home opened
in 1931 by the Carmelite Sis-
ters for the Aged and Infirm
under the leadership of Ven-
erable Mary Angeline Teresa
McCrory.

St. Patrick’s Home
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center

“Where it all began”

Short-Term Rehabilitation
Physical, Occupational & Speech

Therapy

Daily Mass in our Chapel
Restorative Nursing

Wound Care

Therapeutic Recreation
Memory Program
Palliative Care

Pastoral Care

Psychological Services
Gift Shop & Coffee Shop
And many other services...

-

In the Bronx where the
median age is 33 and the per-
centage of being 85 or older is
a dismal 1.5 percent, approx-
imately 21,000 people, it is
quite an accomplishment to
be considered a centenarian.

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463

Tel: 718-519-2800

Fax: 718-304-1817
www.stpatrickshome.org

Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929

[ ! FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME
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INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER

By DAVID GREENE

This week we asked readers their thoughts on the delay of redevelopment
of the Kingsbridge Armory into an ice skating center, and if they think the
project will ever be completed. As of press time, it’s been 940 days since the

I think an ice skating rink should be
built there; it would be fun. There’s
not many over here. Most of them
are far away, like Manhattan. |
honestly think they want to build
something else there, they don’t
want to build a skating rink. | heard
some saying it was a waste of
money, that once they build it, no
one would go.

Jahira Davis
Yonkers

New York City Council approved the project.

| think this area deserves an ice

skating rink; why change the plan?
They can build up another school,
but they should use this facility
for more sports and activities for
kids, other activities, not just ice
skating.

Salvatore Cottone
Bronxville

| don’t think they’re ever going to
do it. The problem is they don’t
really have a sound economic
development plan. A Kingsbridge
skating rink is not going to bring
the economy up. It's good for
entertainment, but | don’t think it
will be good for the Bronx. We need
more businesses. Make a business
center hub with vocational training
and create new entrepreneurs;
something that will help grow the
businesses that surround it.

Alan Uloa
Norwood

It was supposed to be a skating
rink, the world’s largest. If they can
section it off from the ice skating
rink, I’'m thinking maybe basketball
courts or something, and make
it more appealing to people. A
gymnasium, maybe. We don’t have
that for the kids here. | attended a
rodeo there a few years ago and it
brought in a lot of people.

Anna Marian
Norwood

| think | will skate inside there one
day, but I think it should be a big
flea market.
Tara Walsh

Kingsbridge

Editor’s Note: Have an idea for an Inquiring Photographer
question? Send suggestions to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

KNIC Suit Frozen as Judge Looks to Exit Case

By DANIELA BEASLEY
Negotiations between
city officials and develop-
ers of the Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center (KNIC)
were not only left at a
standstill after a hearing
on June 23, but likely with-

out its presiding judge.

“This appears to be go-
ing nowhere, so let me just
share something,” said
Bronx Supreme Court
Judge Ruben Franco, a
half hour into the proceed-
ing. “This may be it for me
on this case.”

The two sides had re-
turned to court after
Franco recommended the
lease to the Kingsbridge
Armory, which would be
home to the ice center,
be temporarily released
to KNIC so it can pursue
construction-funding op-
tions.

Franco explained that

he has been asked to do
other things within the
judicial system and, al-
though he feels strongly
about the development,
he told attorneys on both
sides he’s done arbitrating
the case. “You guys will go
on fighting and appealing
and litigating and it goes
nowhere,” said Franco.
“Nobody has come up with
any other possibilities.”
With Franco poten-
tially out, the city’s mo-
tion to dismiss the case
now pending, and no fu-
ture court date set, it
seems unclear where the
case will go from here.
The two sides have been
at loggerheads over the
terms of the Armory lease,
which remains in escrow.
While KNIC believes it
has satisfied the terms
of the lease thanks to a
loan commitment by the

File Photo
JUDGE RUBEN FRANCO

state, the New York City
Economic  Development
Corporation (CAB), which
owns the property on be-
half of the city, has repeat-
edly said the state’s word

does not go far enough to
release the lease.

A standby commitment
for $180 million has been
secured, according to Bill
Brewer, lead attorney rep-
resenting KNIC, but told
the Norwood News, “We
need the lease or we are
stuck.” A week after the
hearing, Brewer sent a
letter to Franco asking
the court to proceed with
KNIC’s request for a trial
and dismissing EDC’s mo-
tion to dismiss it.

KNIC has stood by its
argument that if it can’t
show lenders that they
havecontroloverthelease,
then they won’t be able to
officially get the funding
needed to go ahead with
the project.

Although KNIC has
stated how confident they
arethattheycangetallthe
funding necessary, their

lenders haven’t made any
official endorsements of
the project, which is what
the city wants in exchange
for releasing the lease.

“All T hear is contin-
gency on contingency,”
said Scott Bridge, lead at-
torney representing the
NYC EDC, the city’s re-
altor. “They want us to
give them the lease based
on the hope that they get
other funding.”

The city’s biggest fear
is that the project will
stall halfway through con-
struction because funding
has dried up, presenting a
major blow to the commu-
nity.

“We never turn a shovel
of dirt until we have the
money,” Brewer said in
response to the city’s con-
cern.

No new court date has
yet been set.
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Labor Unions to KNIC: Don’t Forget About Us

By TATYANA TURNER

While plans for the Kingsbridge Na-
tional Ice Center (KNIC) are on a hold-
ing pattern pending lawsuits, Bronx
residents affiliated with labor unions
are making sure that jobs for the $350
million project go to them.

Union representatives, commu-
nity advocates, and residents marched
around the Kingsbridge Armory, the
expected home of KNIC, chanting
“Let’s Keep the Fight” in response to
the pending decision of whether or not
union jobs will be used to help repur-
pose the 750,000-square-foot space.

The Clean Slate, Rebuilding Amer-
ica, and Laborers International Union
of North America were some of the
unions represented at the protest on
June29. Together, they marched around
the Kingsbridge Armory, a landmark
that’s sat vacant for the past 20 years.

The demonstration doubled as a
springboard for candidates looking for
support from labor unions in the up-
coming primaries, with many unions
typically offering critical support to
candidates.

“The people in this community need

ip
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fleroy pharmac

Photo by Daniela Beasley
A GROUP OF construction workers march around Kingsbridge Armory demanding
developers of the Kingsbridge National Ice Center hire union-backed employees for
the massive project.

jobs that will provide pensions,” said
Ischia Bravo, a candidate in the 78th
Assembly District race. “We don’t need
temporary jobs; we need lifetime jobs.”

Councilman Fernando Cabrera, a
Democratic candidate for the 33rd Sen-
ate District race against incumbent
Senator Gustavo Rivera and current
legislator for the 14th Council District,
stood in unison with the protestors who

Services Include:

«OTC CARDS

« EBT WICCHECKS

were holding up signs such as “More
Pay, Better Benefits” and “Union Jobs
for Local Leaders.”

“When we started the negotia-
tions, the very first question I asked
was if unions would be involved and
I was told yes,” said Cabrera, refer-
ring to the Community Benefits
Agreement between community
stakeholders and KNIC. “I am disap-

* Specialty Pharmacy °* We Do Compounding

Ostomy, Surgical & Diabetic Supplies,

o Free Blood Pressure Testing, Vitamins,

s =laly Nutritionals, Health & Beauty Aids, Cos-
' metics, MetroCards, Housewares, House-
hold Items, and much more...

pointed that KNIC is now reneging
on its promise to the community.”

As it stands, KNIC has promised
the project will create 890 construc-
tion jobs and 267 permanent jobs,
with a majority of those jobs going
to Bronx residents living in or near
Kingsbridge Heights, where the Ar-
mory islocated. Atatown hall forum
early this year, John Neary, a repre-
sentative from KNIC, sidestepped
questions over whether KNIC would
be built with union labor.

“It’s important to have unions be-
cause people have career opportuni-
ties, “said Anthony Williamson who
is a representative for Construc-
tion and General Building Labor-
ers. “It’s about building a family,
having decent wages and benefits
and building up the middle class in
America.”

Construction for KNIC should
have begun this year, but has been
marred with a lawsuit preventing
the project from moving forward.

Additional reporting by David
Cruz.

10% Discount For Senior Citizens (excludes cigarettes and sales items)

WE ACCEPT

Medicaid, Medicare, Medicare Part D, CVS Caremark

Most Union Plans & Third-Party Insurances

NOTARY PUBLIC |

U]

U]
o
N




10 o July 7-20, 2016 ® Norwood News

YOUNG ADULT INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

We are currently recruiting motivated individuals with a desire to enter
the workforce for our YAIP program_beginning July 2016.

« 14 WEEK FREE PROGRAM FEATURING
JOB READINESS TRAINING

« PAID INTERNSHIPS

« JOB PLACEMENTS

o« COLLEGE PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE

MUST BE ANEW YORK CITY RESIDENT AGES 17-24, UNEMPLOYED
AND OUT OF SCHOOL. SLOTS ARE LIMITED SO DON'T WAIT! CALL A YAIP
REPRESENTATIVE AT (718) 652-0282 TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION.

MMCC

MOSHOLU MONTEFIORE COMMUNITY CENTER
3512 DEKALB AVE BRONX NY 10467 | WWW.MMCC.ORG

LET'S MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSCLES TOGETHER

3170 Webster Ave e Bronx, NY e 718.515.0110 e Crunch.com

Pricing is in reference to the Base membership at the Crunch Norwood location. Offer is valid in-club only and is not available on
Crunch.com. Guest pass is valid for first time guest only and must be used for three consecutive days. Must be 18 years or older
and present valid photo ID. Enrollment fee and $39 annual fee applies. See club for details. ©2015 Crunch IP Holdings, LLC

CUNY J School Gets $1M Infusion
For Expanded Workshops

By DAVID CRUZ

The CUNY School of Journalism,
which oversees the Center for Com-
munity & Ethnic Media (CCEM), an-
nounced a $1 million grant aimed at
offering continuing education work-
shops to the city’s trove of journalists
covering community news with scant
resources.

The Mayor’s Office of Media and
Entertainment (MOME) made the an-
nouncement at the school’s offices in
midtown Manhattan. The office’s com-
missioner, Julie Menin, announced the
award aimed at creating multimedia-
based classes that can help “stay ahead
of the changes.” CUNY J School Dean
Sarah Bartlett, joining Menin, called
the grant a “dream come true.”

Menin was also joined by CCEM’s

co-director, Jehangir Khattak, and
Rong Xiaoqing, a reporter for the Sing
Tao Daily, a Chinese language newspa-
per and CCEM member.

Details on the workshops are still
being hammered out, though Khattak
said some courses will likely focus on
video production, social media engage-
ment, podcasting, and broadcast skills
training. Training sessions are ex-
pected to happen sometime in the fall
with CCEM staffers reaching out to
editors of community and ethnic press
for input.

The Norwood News is a familiar pa-
per at the CUNY J School, having been
recognized by the journalism school
with several Ippies Awards. The an-
nual awards are given to community
and ethnic media outlets.

CONTBIGIoIr

UIRIALISM

Photo by David Cruz

(L-R) CCEM CO-DIRECTORS Jehangir Khattak and Karen Pennar, Mayor’s Office of
Media and Entertainment commissioner Julie Menin, CUNY J School Dean Sarah Bar-
tlett and Sing Tao Daily’s Rong Xiaoging, following the announcement of the school’s
$1 million grant.

PASSAGES

Gideon Noy in Award Winning Documentary

Norwood resident Gideon Noy
appears as the boxing opponent in
an award winning short documen-
tary film, “The Champion,” a true
story about an Iraqi boxer. The film
won seven awards including one for
best documentary short.

Although Noy enjoys acting and
has taken acting classes at Lehman
College, he nevertheless still plans
to keep his day job as a high school
math teacher.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

Body Camera Survey
The NYPD wants your opinion on
its officer body-worn cameras. Take the
questionnaire or submit comments at
nypdbodycameras.org.

tion is PS 8, 3010 Briggs Ave. Breakfast is
8t09:15a.m. and lunch from 11 a.m. to 1:15
p.m. For additional locations and times,
go to http://bit.ly/UuevOA.

U.S. Citizenship

Bronx Library Center, 310 E. Kings-
bridge Rd., hosts free legal and financial
help services for those seeking U.S. citi-
zenship, Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. by
appointment. Meet one-on-one with an
attorney and financial counselor. For
more information or to make an appoint-
ment, call 311 and say “Citizenship Ap-
pointment,” or call (212) 514-4277.

TV Production Training

Workshops on television production
are available through BronxNet Televi-
sion, the borough’s official public access
television station, from July 12 through
Sept. 3, at either Mercy College or Leh-
man College. Registration fee is $90 for
in-studio training and $100 for field pro-
duction. For more information, call (718)
960-1181.

NYC High School Directory

The 2017 New York City High School
Directory, a booklet profiling 160 high
schools in the Bronx, is available on-
line at http://on.nyc.gov/1ITTBWs9 or
by going to a Family Welcome Center, 1
Fordham Plaza, 7th floor, between 8 a.m.
and 3 p.m. It’s translated into nine lan-
guages. For more information, call (718)
T41-8495.

Free Summer Meals

Free summer meals for children age
18 and under is available until Sept. 2
at public schools, community pool cen-
ters, New York City Housing Authority
complexes, libraries and other locations
around the city. No registration, docu-
mentation, or ID is required to receive
breakfast or lunch. Nearest school loca-

Baumaninee NURSING AND REHABLITATION (ENTER
IS PLEASED D OFFER THE FOLLWING SERVICES:
Tractsberss sty ire:

Thost-Term Radabsitgtion 7T 07 Saetct § i

Ioint krplacrment; Trauma ingsry Recovery Frogram

]

Reduced Parks Fees

As of June 1, annual membership fees
for New York City Parks recreation cen-
ters for U.S. veterans and people with dis-
abilities has been reduced to $25. Fees for
seniors and young adults remain at $25,
free for under age 18, and $100 to $150 for
adults.

Free Tenant Legal Advice

Free legal services for Housing Court
cases for tenants who seek help with
apartment issues including repairs, evic-
tion, and Housing Court are available
at 2432 Grand Concourse, suite 506, 5th
floor, Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For
more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call (718) 933-2034.

MMCC Programs
The Mosholu Montefiore Community
Center offers free programs for out of
school youth ages 16 to 24, a food stamp
assistance program, English as a Second
Language, and Mosholu Day Camp. For
more information, or to donate, call (718)

I\IEaFJ DGE

| CENTER

882-4000 or visit www.mmcc.org.

Employment Bulletin
An Employer Guide for those looking
for jobs is available. To pick a copy, go to
2432 Grand Concourse, 5th floor, suite
506. For more information, call (718) 933-
2034.

MetroCard Bus

MetroCardscanbepurchasedthrough
the Metropolitan Transportation Author-
ity’s buses every 2nd and 4th Friday of
the month at the following locations:
Fordham Road and Grand Concourse
from noon to 2 p.m.; Fordham Plaza at
Third Avenue and Fordham Road from
2:30 to 4 p.m.; and Van Cortlandt Village,
3887 Sedgwick Ave., from 9:30 to 11 a.m.
Senior citizens wishing to get discounted
MetroCard passes can go to Scott Tow-
ers, 3400 Paul Ave., every 4th Monday of
each month, from 1 to 3 p.m. Services are
unavailable on New Year’s Day, Memo-
rial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day,
Thanksgiving, and Christmas.

?
F

|
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3518 Bamnmbndge Avénue Bronx, NY 10467
718-655-1991

whahw, Bainbndgelares.com

ADMISSIONS 7 DAYS A WEEK
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BIG SAVINGS

THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!
COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND

Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to
Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill
Business Improvement District.
Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment
Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946
for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

APARTMENTY

FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF., AMO*

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE OROAMIZATION

1641 Bronxdale Avenue « Brono, MY 10462 « T 718 308 8000 « P718 30185 8383
W, LA S AT O Y SErVICES. COm

Professional Directory

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0to 21 years.
General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD Same-Day Appointment
Every Day! (718) 881-8999

Computer Repair
upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen,
broken power jack, virusremoval,datarecovery. Call James
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
A place of grace in Norwood. 3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY Phone:
(718) 652-6839 Website: www.epiphanybx.org WORSHIP Sundays
atnoon; BIBLE STUDY Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP
Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.

The last old fashioned hairdresser in the Bronx! We specialize in
haircutting, hair care, and provide consultations on how to care
for your hair. Hair coloring, all relaxers, Wave Nouveau and care-
free curls. We also offer flat-ironing. 20% off for seniors. 10% off
for college students with picture ID. Natural haircuts and wigs
cleaning. 617 E. Fordham Road (between Arthur and Hughes av-
enues, Fordham University section). Call today for your appoint-
ment: (347) 284-3834.

HELP WANTED

Motivated individual to run programs and events for the Fordham
Road Business Improvement District (BID), must have college degree
and emphasis on marketing, knowledge of City services preferred, full-
time position, salary $30-35K negotiable with benefit package. Email
resume, cover letter with salary history and references to dbernstein@
fordhamroadbid.org by Aug. 12, 2016. No phone calls or walk-ins.

The Norwood News seeks a qualified, freelance advertising
sales rep to help grow the Bronx’s best community newspaper.
Applicants must be self-starters with some sales experience.
Email résumé to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

TRIPS

Trip to Dorney Park and Wild Water Kingdom in Pennsylvania on Saturday, July 9
from East 163rd Street and Southern Boulevard at 8 a.m. For more information, please
contact Eddie at (718) 757-5485.

Las Vegas, Nevada - 5 days, 4 nights in Flamingo Hotel. Friday, Sept. 23, 2016 - Tour and
Transfer $889.00

Call for Brochure and Reservations - Kancella’s Travel (347) 405-2017.
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A Continued Push to Fix the Foreclosure Mess in the NE Bronx

By TATYANA TURNER
and DAVID CRUZ

With the northeast Bronx still fac-
ing the highest number of foreclosures
in the borough, a local councilman pro-
poses a plan that could stave off fore-
closures, coinciding with a larger goal
with city officials.

Councilman Andy King, represent-
ing the 11th Council District, is turning
to extending the deadline on lien sales
from one to two years. Liens, a collec-
tion of unpaid debts that could include
water bills, are given at least one year to
be paid off by the city Finance Depart-
ment. As it stands, liens are typically
sold to a lien servicing company after
one year. The buyer can attach more
fees, potentially putting the homeowner
in a deeper hole and forcing them to use
money originally earmarked for mort-
gages to satisfy the debt.

The proposal could stave off the fore-
closure trend still sweeping the north-
east Bronx, where properties remain
on the market or distressed, creating
instability in a neighborhood.

“The Bronx has an increase in fore-
closure activity compared to the rest of
the nation,” said Daren Blomquist, an
analyst with RealtyTrac, a think tank
group that follows real estate trends.

Figures provided by RealtyTrac
show the month of March 2016 saw
256 homes that were either in default,
at auction or in possession of a bank
that unsuccessfully tried to auction
it. These numbers reflect trends hap-
pening in the zip codes of 10466, 10467,
10469, and 10470. The real estate picture
is an improvement from March 2009,
three months after the housing bubble
burst, when a total of 340 homes were in
default, at auction or under the bank’s
possession, according to figures.

Members of Community Board 12,
which covers King’s district, found
many residents were scammed into sub-
prime mortgages and placed into homes
they could not afford, forcing many ho-
meowners to put their property up for
foreclosure. King notes that the north-
east Bronx’s working class demograph-
ics could not afford the high interest
rates from these subprime mortgages.

Yet these houses are not completely
out of the foreclosure process. In some
cases, homeowners in default com-
pletely walk away from the home should
a foreclosure notice come in the mail.
Banks, fearing having to spend money
to maintain a home’s upkeep, classify
the home as a so-called zombie prop-
erty, leaving ownership of the property

Photo by Miriam Quinones

FOR SALE SIGNS like this one found on East 222nd Street in Williamsbridge dot the northeast Bronx landscape, a continued

symptom of an unstable market in the area.

in limbo.

“The best thing to happen now is
for properties to go through the foreclo-
sure process. Once it is done with, then
these properties can be in the arms of
people who want to be homeowners,”
said Blomquist.

With homeowners teetering on
foreclosure, a crop of home-buying ad-
vertisers have posted “We Buy Homes
Quick” signs across the area, promis-
ing residents to relieve them of their
distressed homes with no fuss. Usually
these homes are sold at a reduced price
than what a homeowner initially paid.

King’s proposal is one of a few ef-
forts to assist foreclosed homes. Among
the most recent is the Community Res-
toration Program, where the City of
New York looks to buy 12 homes across
the borough that fall under the Federal
Housing Administration. A total of $13
million through city, state, federal and
private financing will be used to refi-
nance distressed homes, thus keeping
them from going to auction and pre-
venting homeowners from losing their
homes.

“[The program] ensures that dis-
tressed mortgages don’t end up in the
hands of the highest bidders whose goal
is to profit off other people’s losses,”
said New York State Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman, whose office
secured $5 million from settlements
banks made to the state following the
2008 Great Recession.

Meantime,  Governor Andrew
Cuomo has made $100,000 available to

spruce up vacant properties and make
them more available for potential hom-
eowners.

“There are a lot of talks that are
going to continue to happen. It’s up to
myself and other electeds who live in

this neighborhood and who are home-
owners to protect this neighborhood so
that we can get home ownership back
to a place that families could be proud
of, communities can thrive, and every-
one’s happy,” said King.

SUMMER FITNESS SALE AT OUR
ENERGY FITNESS CENTER

| BR
Tuesday July 6th - August 26th
Mon-Thurs 7am-9pm
Friday 7am-7pm

Montefiore Employee $30(with ID)
High School Youth 15-18yrs $35
Adults 19-

Older Adults 60 plus $35

ENJOY TREADMILLS, BIKES, FREE WEIGHTS &
MORE LOCKERS AND SHOWERS FOR DAILY USE

MM
5 o

Mosholu Montefiore Community Center
3450 Dekalb Avenue | Bronx, New York 10467
718-882-4000 | info@mmcc.org

60yrs $40
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Out &Ab out

Compiled by JUDY NOY

EDITOR’S PICK

Summer in the City

The public is invited to attend Summerstage, a variety of
free performances, all at 10:30 a.m., presented by City Parks
Foundation, in city parks (schedule is subject to change):

Van Cortlandt Park’s Classic Playground, VC Park South
and Orloff Avenue - Todd Rolle: Kids Day Out on July 7; and
Chinese Acrobat Li Liu on July 14.

Van Cortlandt Park’s Sachkerah Woods Playground at Jerome
Avenue and Gun Hill Road - PuppetMobile’s Puss in Boots
on July 21; Marc Cary: The Harlem Sessions on July 28.

Poe Park, next to the bandstand, Grand Concourse at East
193rd Street - Janice Marie Robinson’s Melodic Magic on
July 22; LaRocque Bey Dance & Drum on July 29; and
PuppetMobile’s Puss in Boots on Aug. 5.

For more information, visit www.cityparksfoundation.org/

arts/summerstage-kids/.

Onstage

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and
Bronx Council on the Arts host free
concerts at 7 p.m.: Gene DiNapoli
Variety All-Star Show at the Riverdale
YM-YWHA, 5625 Arlington Ave.,
Riverdale, on July 19; and John
Benitez and his Latin Jazz Band at
the Amalgamated Train Park on July 21.
For more information, call (718) 796-
5345.

The Bardekova Ensemble will
perform “The Music of 400
Years,” a free music concert at
the Poe Park Visitor’s Center, 2640
Grand Concourse, on July 7 at 2
p.m. (Call (917) 584-6626.) The
quintet will also perform at the
Woodlawn Cemetery Chapel, 501
E. 233rd St., on July 10 at 3 p.m.
(Call (718) 408-5625.)

File Photo
THE BARDEKOVA ENSEMBLE is scheduled to hold free musical performances
at Poe Park on July 7 at 2 p.m. and at Woodlawn Cemetery on July 10 at 3 p.m.
(See Onstage for details.)

Events

Fordham Road BID presents Fordham
Film Festival, at Bryan Park, East
Fordham and East Kingsbridge roads.
Events begin at 5 p.m. and include
music, games and activities, and films
begin at 8:30 p.m. July 22: “Roger
Rabbit.” For more information, visit
fordhamroad.nyc.

The Family Learning Place at the
Children’s Hospital at Montefiore holds
a Family Picnic, July 9 from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at MMC’s East Garden, 111
E. 210th St. For more information, call
(718) 741-2357 or visit flp@montefiore.
org.

Montefiore Health System will hold a
free workshop at 3400 Bainbridge Ave.
in the Medical Arts Pavilion on the 2nd
floor: Treatment Options for Kidney
Failure, about hemodialysis, peritoneal
dialysis, home dialysis, and supportive
care, July 21 from 2 to 4 p.m. For more
information, call (800) MD-MONTE.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W.
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family
Art Projects: Nature’s Canvas Bag,

to create a leafy impression on an
everyday canvas bag to take anywhere,
July 9 and 10; and Pop-In Landscape,
to make landscape collages out of
cracker wrappers, July 16 and 17;

both in WH House from 10 a.m. to

1 p.m. Also scheduled is The Four
Bags, performing chamber music, July
13, and Hilliard Greene & the Jazz
Expressions, quintet performing jazz,
rock, blues and R&B; both from 7 to 8
p.m. on the Great Lawn. Bring chair or
blanket. Grounds admission is free until
noon Saturdays and Tuesdays all year.
For more information and a schedule of
events including tours and walks, call
(718) 549-3200.

Exhibits

Poe Park Visitor Center, 2640 Grand
Concourse, presents The Faces of
Cuba, a photo exhibition by Walter

File Photo
MOVIES ALONG THE Fordham Road Business Improvement District are sched-
uled at various dates all summer. (See Events.)

Pofeldt, through July 31, 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. For more information, call (718)
365-5516.

Library Events

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E.
Kingsbridge Rd., presents the following
events for children: films at 2 p.m.:

July 12 and 19; Hands-On Projects at
2 p.m.: (ages 7 to 12; pre-registration
required), Sports Book Making, July 14,
and Game Door Hanger, July 21; and
Puppet Show: (ages 3 to 12), Tortoise
and the Hare, July 16 at 2 p.m. Adults
can attend film: “Purple Rain,” featuring
Prince, July 9 at 2:30 p.m.; Chess

at 3 p.m.: July 15 and 29 (chess set
provided); and Microsoft Word 2010 for
Beginners: (online registration required),
July 18 at 2 p.m. For more information,
call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit www.

nypl.org.

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th

St., offers for children: Greenhouse
Exploration: (ages 5 to 12), weather
permitting, kids can hang out in the
backyard to play and help maintain the
branch garden. Plant seeds, do some
composting, water plants or do crafts,
July 12 and 19 at 2 p.m. Adults can
attend Free Computer Classes: to learn
email and basic computer information,
Wednesdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. For
more information, call (718) 882-8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames
Place (near Kingsbridge Road), offers for
children: Kids Get Active Fridays at 2
p.-m.: (ages 5 to 12), dance and zumba,
July 8 and 15; Afternoon Arts: (ages

5 to 12), enjoy art related projects, July
11 at 4 p.m.; and Toddler Storytime
and Craft at 11:15 a.m.: (ages 3 to 5),
stories, songs and craft, July 14 and 21.
For more information, call (718) 549-
5200.

NOTE: /tems for consideration may

be mailed to our office or sent to
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and
should be received by July 11 for the
next publication date of July 21.
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Fraud charges for Norwood Del

(continued from page 1)

neighbors,” read a post by a com-
menter going by AKS Deli Frequent
Customer. “Thankfully, AKS Deli is
open now, and if God wills, this won’t
happen again.”

Another commenter who went by
China said the news was “sad to hear.”
“IM]y prayers go out to that family.
But you do the crime, you pay.”

One source claimed a second raid
was conducted in the early morning
hours of June 25 at the family’s three-
story home at 3014 Bainbridge Ave.

Also arrested was Atif Shahzad, 25;
Saqib Shahzad, 29; Samina Shahzad,
55, and Kashif Shahzad, 31, all of 3014
Bainbridge Ave. According to NYPD
officials, the five individuals were ar-
rested, “in regard to an ongoing in-
vestigation involving the illegal use
[of] electronic benefit transactions
(EBT).”

Benefits usually come in the form of
an EBT debit card pre-loaded with ben-
efits with a monetary value that runs
between hundreds or thousands of dol-
lars that’s replenished each month.
Stores are barred from exchanging

real cash for benefits that are debited
upon swiping the card through an
EBT reader. In the case of AKS Halal
Deli, the deli had apparently been un-
der suspicion since June 2012, with un-
dercover officers making 14 visits to
the store between May 2015 and May
2016 and buying some items not sanc-
tioned for EBT purchase. Store clerks
would illegally give the beneficiary a
cash amount, somewhere between $40
and $60, in exchange for deducting a
higher amount of benefits from their
EBT card, according to the criminal
complaint.

In one recorded transaction, an un-
dercover officer had asked a clerk for
$60 in cash following a transaction,
but agreed to accept a lower amount
after another clerk warned such a
“large quantity on EBT would raise
suspicion.”

“The defendants knowingly used,
transferred, acquired, altered, pur-
chased, transported and possessed
food stamp program coupons, cards
and devices which entitle a person to
food stamps in a manner not autho-
rized,” read the complaint.

In many instances, police wait long
enough to build a substantial case
against a suspect before closing in on
the suspected thieves. Before officials
revealed details of its one-year inves-
tigation, one source explained that un-
dercover authorities “may continue to
investigate for up to a year and a half.
They come many times and the money
is recorded and the conversations are
recorded.”

According to Joan Vollero of the
Manhattan District Attorney’s office,
the investigation was conducted by the
New York County District Attorney’s
Office Squad and all of the defendants
were arraigned in Manhattan Crimi-
nal Court and all posted bail set be-
tween $2,500 and $25,000.

Vollero added that the Manhat-
tan District Attorney was involved in
the prosecution because, “the SNAP
transactions were processed by finan-
cial institutions or credit card process-
ing companies located in New York
County.”

Neighborhood sources also re-
ported that the store would also allow
the purchase of beer with food stamps

until they stopped selling beer in 2013.

William Crowley, a spokesman for
the State Liquor Authority (SLA) re-
ported that Ali Shahzad was granted a
license for beer sales at the A & S Gro-
cery Store, but the license expired on
Oct. 31, 2013, and the SLA had no re-
ports of any violations.

When reached by telephone, Sam
Shahzad, the owner’s son said, “The
neighborhood is pretty happy we're
back,” adding, “We have customers
that printed up T-shirts, and people
are dancing in the store right now.”

“What’s done is done,” Shahzad
continued, “The judge looked into
these allegations and believed that
they (the prosecution) went overboard
in this case and he saw it like that and
allowed us to reopen. But the case is
ongoing.”

The five individuals who are all be-
lieved to have immigrated from Paki-
stan, face multiple counts of grand lar-
ceny, misuse of food stamp program
coupons and conspiracy.

Additional
Cruz.

reporting by David

2016 FORDHAM ROAD

BRYAN

FILM FESTIVAL IPARK

@ EAST FORDHAM & EAST KINGSBRIDGE ROAD BRONX, NY
FUN STARTS AT 5PM * MUSIC -GAMES -ACTIVITIES

FRIDAY JULY 22
Showtime 8:30pm

FRIDAY AUG 19

Showtime 8pm

CHRISTOPHER AEE

SATURDAY AUG 20

Showtime 8pm

FRIDAY SEPT 9
Showtime 7:30pm
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URGICARE

OPEN SEVEN
DAYS A WEEK

Care When You Need It

“CARE WHEN YOU NEED IT”

$ervices Include Treatment ofs

. Abscess & Boils

. Allergic reactions

. Asthma Attacks and Wheezing

. Cough, Cold, Fever, and Flu

. Dehydration

. Ear irrigation, Foreign Body Removal
. Ear Aches

. Minor Burns, Nose Bleeds, open Wounds
. Minor fractures & Sprains (splinting)

. Pink Eye

. Sore Throat, Strep Throat

. Stomach Flu/Virus

. Urinary Tract Infection

No appointment necessary
Walk-ins welcome
Medical services are available for
adult and pediatric patients.

Open At Three Locations:

3200 Grand Concourse
(718) 561-3200

1550 University Ave.
(646) 350-1616

HOURS: M-F 9AM - 9PM + WKNDS 9AM - 5PM

502 E. Tremont Ave.
(718) 294-2800
HOURS: M-F 9AM—5PM

(extended and weekend hours coming soon)

Opening July 2016:
1990 McGraw Ave.

+4 8

Ah mt, ™ n

s

visit us at
www.metrourgicare.com
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