
By DAVID CRUZ 
In a proposal that’s likely 

several years away from con-
struction, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. unveiled his vi-
sion for more development by 
plating over existing open air 
rail yards peppered around 
the borough. 

The prospect of plating the 
yards served as the crux to his 
10-page report on the prom-
ise three rail yards hold for 
mixed-use development. And 

while two yards in the Con-
course and Riverdale sections 
of the Bronx would work as 
pragmatic sites, Diaz zeroed 
in on the Concourse Yard, a 
breathtaking industrial span 
in Bedford Park, as having 
“tremendous potential” for 
development built above the 
tracks. The yard, found at 
205th Street and Bedford Park 
Boulevard, houses the B, D 
and 4 subway lines, taking up 
19 acres, though 13 acres of it 

would be plated for roughly 
2 million square feet of “new 
real estate.”  

The Concourse Yard’s po-
tential for re-configuration 
is derived mostly from its 
surrounding amenities. It’s 
not only home to these sub-
way lines, but also to schools 
and nearby hospitals. It’s also 
closest to the Kingsbridge Ar-
mory, set to be converted into 
the Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center. 

“New real estate where we 
won’t be displacing folks; new 
real estate where we could 
have commercial, residential, 
retail and the potential for ex-
pansion of Lehman College,” 
said Diaz, delivering remarks 
on Feb. 3 at Lehman College 
on Bedford Park Boulevard, 
which abuts the yards. 

Diaz made his intentions 
for platform development 
known during his State of 
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THE SPRAWLING CONCOURSE Yards in Bedford Park could one day see plenty of redevelopment following a proposal by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
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NYC Council Gives Itself Salary Raise, With Conditions 

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

The City Council recently voted on 
a package of legislation that specifi-
cally sets how much elected officials 
are compensated for their service. In-
cluded in the package of bills was the 
decision to rename various streets, 
parks, and public places across the 
Bronx as well as a vote on discounting 
fees for Department of Parks member-
ships for disabled New Yorkers.

On the compensation for elected 
officials, a few resolutions and intro-
ductions were passed in an attempt 
to eliminate outside monetary influ-
ence. This included eliminating sti-
pends for those in leadership roles 
in the city, changing the job status of 
City Council members from part-time 
employees to full-time, curbing any 
income earned outside of the elected 
post, disclosing finances through the 
Conflicts of Interest Board and post-
ing it online for the public, as well as 
putting in place a set compensation 
for officials, set at: $258,750 for the 
mayor, $212,800 for district attorneys, 
and $179,200 for borough presidents.  
The bill converting council members 
from part-time to full-time employees 
was co-sponsored by several individ-
uals, including Council Member An-
drew Cohen of Norwood. 

“By restricting outside income, 
designating council members’ posi-
tions as full-time jobs, and eliminat-
ing stipends for members, we’ll…set 
a new standard for elected officials,” 
said Council Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito.

These decisions come in the wake 
of a reform package passed in May 
2014, which focused primarily on 
creating a more equal playing field 
among officials by reducing the pow-
ers of the Council speaker, now dele-
gated to committees and their chairs. 
The newer legislation is more con-
cerned with monetary reforms.

“City Council members will be 
working full time for their residents 
without the influence of stipends and 
outside income…long sought-after re-
forms that improve the integrity of the 
City Council and remove any doubt 
that a member’s duty is to anything 
other than his or her district and the 
City of New York. I commend Speaker 
Mark-Viverito for the strong follow-up 
to 2014’s rules reform…,” said Coun-
cil Member Ben Kallos, Chair of the 
Committee on Governmental Opera-
tions.

Also passed were street co-
namings, sponsored by Mark-Viver-
ito. Among the names to be added to 
streets are: Detective Randall Holder 
Way in the Bronx, honoring the NYPD 
detective who was on duty in Harlem 
when he was fatally shot in October 
2015; Captain James McDonnell Way

in the Bronx, honoring an FDNY Cap-
tain who died in October 1985; Police 
Officer Kevin Joseph Gillespie Way in 
the Bronx, honoring another NYPD 
officer killed on duty. 

“These co-namings will honor 
community leaders, clergy, and dedi-
cated public servants across New York 
City,” said Mark-Viverito. “In the case 
of Detective Randolph Holder Way…
this tribute will serve as a small to-
ken of gratitude for Detective Holder’s 
sacrifice.”

The last piece of legislation in-
cluded in the package proposed by 
Councilman Mark Levine, and passed 
by the NY City Council, provides for 
the Department of Parks and Recre-
ation to give discounted annual mem-
bership fees at their recreation cen-
ters for seniors, youths, and disabled 
persons.

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committees are held on the following dates at the board office, 229A E. 204th St. at 6:30 
p.m. unless otherwise noted: Community Relations/LTP, Feb. 23; Economic Development, Feb. 23 at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, call (718) 933-5650. 

THE BEDFORD MOSHOLU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION meets Wednesday, March 2 at 8 p.m. at 400 E. Mosholu 
Parkway South, B1 (lobby floor). 

Photo courtesy New York City Council Speaker’s Offi ce

NYC COUNCIL SPEAKER Melissa Mark-Viverito presents her State of the City ad-
dress at Samuel Gompers Campus in Mott Haven on Feb. 11, touting criminal justice 
reforms. Several days before, Mark-Viverito led a push to increase salaries to city 
legislators. 
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By JASMINE GOMEZ 
Here’s one idea for what you can do 

with that toaster or flower pot you no 
longer use-- donate it to the Bedford 
Mosholu Community Association.

The Bedford Mosholu Commu-
nity Association (BMCA) is host-
ing its annual flea market on 
March 5 at St. Mary’s Orthodox 
Church at 360 Bedford Pk. Blvd.  
  The group is collecting donations of 
any old or used items such as appli-

ances, glassware, and toys, with the 
exception of clothes.

The flea market helps the BMCA, a 
group of volunteers committed to sus-
taining a quality standard of living 
for Bedford Park residents, cover the 
expenses that come with maintaining 
the neighborhood, such as the rent for 
the small studio where the association 
hosts its monthly meetings. 

Donations for the flea market will 
be accepted on Feb. 24 and 27 at their 

office located at 400 E. Mosholu Pkwy., 
So. Their next meeting will be held 
March 2 at 8 p.m. where they will be 
accepting last minute donations. 

The donations will moved to the 
church on March 3, with the help of a 
vehicle from Vanity Fair Bathmart lo-
cated on Webster Avenue.

In another effort to raise funds, the 
BMCA is also selling five dollar raffle 
tickets for a chance to win a color TV, a 
basket of cheer, or $50 in cash.

At BMCA Flea Market, Knickknacks Wanted

File Photo

A LOOK AT last year’s flea market hosted by the Bedford Mosholu Community Association. 

By JASMINE GOMEZ
Fifth graders at a local school 

are gaining some real life skills, 
helping younger students while 
making money.

Every school day for about 
one hour, a handful of students 
from the fifth grade class at P.S. 
94 on King’s College Place tutor 
kindergarteners in different sub-
jects such as math and reading.

The Norwood school partici-
pates in the Coca-Cola Valued 
Youth Program, a program that’s 
typically implemented in junior 
high and high school. Older stu-
dents are paired with younger 
students to teach them academic 
and personal responsibility in 
hopes of keeping them on a path 
to college. 

P.S. 94 is the only elementary 
school, and one of three in the 
state, to have implemented the 
program after it was presented at 
a Superintendent’s meeting.  

Under the direction of Valerie 
Dash, P.S. 94’s teacher coordina-

tor, each fifth grader is assigned 
one to three kindergartners, who 
they refer to as “tutees,” to pair 
with each day. As the year pro-
gresses, the older children form 
bonds with their little ones.

Benefits of the program also 
include a monthly $59 stipend.

“We teach them how to be re-
sponsible, how to take respon-
sibility, and how to show up for 
life,” said Miriam Seminario, 
parent coordinator of the pro-
gram.

As a part of the program at P.S. 
94, the students work on self-dis-
cipline and improving their self-
esteem.

One class involves working on 
money management skills where 
students are given the opportu-
nity to open their first bank ac-
counts at Ridgewood Savings 
Bank along the Jerome-Gun Hill 
Business Improvement District.

“The purpose of the bank par-
ticipating is to actually teach 
[students] the value of money,” 

said Fausto Martinez, assistant 
vice president of the Jerome Ave-
nue branch of Ridgewood Savings 
Bank near Gun Hill Road. “That’s 
why we come to the school and we 
open the accounts for them.” 

Yesenia Rodriguez, the bank’s 
customer service representa-
tive, says she has personally 
seen students return to the bank 
with their parents to apply what 
they’ve learned. They’ve also 
made the trip to deposit or with-
draw their money.

“When I first got my check, I 
was excited. It was my first sal-
ary,” said a fifth grader who went 
by Fahan. “I’ve earned money be-
fore, but not such a huge amount 
at once.”

Fahan had spread his tiny 
wealth, sending $40 to his grand-
mother, and the rest to his 
mosque. 

As for the program, Fahan 
praised it, knowing it will give 
“the future fifth graders…an ex-
tra head start.” 

P.S. 94 Adopts Life Building Program

Scores of local residents endured the 
biting sub-zero temperatures on Valen-
tine’s Day, trudging to Jerome Avenue 
for some valuable help from Ridgewood 
Savings Bank, which partnered with 
two non-profit groups to host Free Tax 
Preparation Day. The bank provided 
their branch offices and Valentine’s 
Day treats for all: South Bronx non-
profit Ariva supplied tax-preparation 
volunteers, trained with the assistance 
of New York Cares, another non-profit. 

In 2014, Ariva’s volunteers guided 
more than 7,000 low-income New York-
ers through the tax maze, helping them 
take advantage of available refunds 
and tax credits so they could repay 
debts, feed their families and put aside 
savings. 

Individuals qualify for Ariva’s as-
sistance if they earn less than $30,000 
a year (for single person with no de-
pendents), or less than $53,000 for earn-
ers with dependents. Those unable to 
make it to the free tax event on Feb. 14 
can still take advantage of Ariva’s free 
services at their offices in the Bronx. 
Documents needed for return prepara-
tion include photo ID card, social secu-
rity cards for everyone named on the 
return, last year’s tax return, W-2 or 
1099 statements, and documentation/
care provider tax ID number for those 
claiming childcare expenses. To make 
an appointment for assistance, visit 
www.ariva.org. 

Showing Love 
To Norwood in 

Tax Season

ARIVA VOLUNTEERS AND Ridgewood 
Bank executives hard at work, complet-
ing 75 free tax returns for local residents 
on Valentine’s Day.  
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The Bronx needs more police and 
surveillance video in the area, and 
take care of all the drug issues 
going on around here right now. 
There are a lot of drugs out here 
and they don’t do anything about 
it. They rather harass a driver 
going fi ve miles an hour over the 
speed limit than do what they’re 
supposed to be doing.

William Rodriguez
Bedford Park

I think the Bronx needs more 
activities for children; maybe 
programs that can help them 
become more creative, like arts 
and crafts and maybe more after 
school activities for children. It 
makes them get out of their box 
and helps them realize their own 
creativity in their own daily routine. 
They need movie theaters and 
more recreation centers so that 
children have more options.

Marie Rodriguez
Bedford Park

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

I live on East 199th Street and 
Valentine Avenue and there’s a lot 
of drugs. It’s not safe out at night, 
and I’ve lived here for 30 years. 
My kids live in Syracuse and I 
wouldn’t live up there because I 
like it here. My friends have moved 
to Woodlawn where the rent is too 
high. [B]ut the cops are around 
here quite a bit. I know quite a few 
of them. The situation is not good. 
That’s my number one issue.

Bernard Sullivan
Bedford Park

With the State of the Borough address set for Feb. 18, we asked 
readers what’s needed most in the Bronx.

Editor’s Note: Have an idea for an Inquiring Photographer 
question? Send suggestions to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

We need more work, more jobs. 
They’re not out here. And it affects 
a lot of people. It’s tough right now. 
They’re giving them free lunch and 
so forth, but they have to earn the 
money themselves that they need 
to live. It’s a big problem.

Rocky Parra
Norwood

I think the Bronx needs more 
affordable housing. Fix up the 
schools because the kids are 
fl unking; they’re all doing bad. 
The economy is not doing good 
here and the homeless shelters 
are completely torn up. They 
disgust me and it’s not working. 
The money they would spend to fi x 
these places, it would be cheaper 
to build new buildings and give 
them a permanent home.

Eddie Nieves
Bedford Park
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By DAVID CRUZ 
The former executive director of 

the Bronx Democratic County Com-
mittee (BDCC) has officially an-
nounced a run for the 78th Assembly 
District, long held by Assemblyman 
Jose Rivera, whose term expires at the 
end of the year. The race pits two po-
liticos heavily entrenched in borough 
politics, which could force established 
lawmakers to pick a side.

Ischia Bravo (pronounced ah-EE-
sha) announced her candidacy via 
Facebook, calling her run for office 
“a life changing decision” that gener-
ated nearly 200 comments from well-
wishers.

“The people of this district deserve 
a fresh choice and a new vision in Al-
bany. I am committed to enacting a 
strong agenda on the issues that con-
cern us the most—housing, economic 
development, education and more,” 
said Bravo in a statement. Bravo, a 
Hispanic, announced her candidacy 
the same weekend as the New York 
State Association of Black, Puerto Ri-
can, Hispanic and Asian Legislators 
Conference held in Albany.

Bravo’s candidacy is something of 

a rarity in the Bronx, with the Bronx 
Democratic County Committee mostly 
comprised of male legislators. Should 
she secure the nomination in the Sep-
tember Primary, an election contest 
that holds more weight in the Bronx, 
Bravo would be the first-ever female 
Assembly person for the 78th AD. 

Her presence and civic involvement 
has certainly increased within the 78th 
Assembly District, a largely working 
class section of the Bronx that covers 

Bedford Park, Kingsbridge, Fordham 
and Belmont. The neighborhoods are 
largely Hispanic with high teen birth 
rates, pockets of supermarket deserts, 
and a low graduation rate. 

After she stopped working for 
County, Bravo secured a volunteer 
seat at Community Board 7, covering 
Norwood, Bedford Park, Kingsbridge 
Heights, Fordham, and University 
Heights. She’s also sponsored a hand-
ful of events that helped raise her pro-

file some. 
Rivera, who helped shatter the polit-

ical mold in the Bronx as one of the few 
Hispanic legislators in the early 1980s, 
has held the seat for 16 years even in 
the face of multiple challengers over 
the course of his tenure. But while Ri-
vera has kept his presence high within 
some portions of his district, he has 
come up short in visiting sections of 
Bedford Park, which falls within his 
district, regularly. His legislative ac-
complishments have been thin in the 
last few years, with his most recent 
bill that proposed an extension to The 
Bronx Zoo’s Free Wednesdays perk 
through the year 2020.

Even so, the Bronx Democratic 
County Committee, which offers sup-
port in the way of volunteers and cam-
paign funds, does not intend to support 
Bravo’s bid for office, adhering to its 
policy of supporting incumbents over 
challengers. 

Bravo told the Norwood News she 
expects to have “a diverse array of sup-
porters from all over the district and 
the Bronx.”

Rivera was unavailable for com-
ment.

Ischia Bravo, Former BDCC Executive Director, Announces Run for Offi ce

Image courtesy Facebook

ISCHIA BRAVO ANNOUNCES her bid for the 78th Assembly District via Facebook.
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By DAVID CRUZ 
At the administrative office of Dr. 

Jose Wiley, one of Montefiore Health 
System’s newest interventional cardi-
ologists, a snapshot of his professional 
life adorns the four walls. 

There’s the picture of him huddled 
with his fellow soldiers in the U.S. 
Army, where he spent 17 years as a re-
servist for that branch (he retired as a 
Lt. Col.), a recognition award declaring 
him an honorary citizen of the City of 
New Orleans following medical volun-
teer work, and the endless degrees that 
paved the way to his work as a career 
cardiologist. 

With a focus mostly on endovascu-
lar disease on peripheral arteries, Dr. 
Wiley has been a globetrotter of sorts, 
with experiences that included two 
tours in the Iraq War and a six-year 
stint treating Native Americans set-
tled in the Dakotas. 

Six months ago, in his 13th year 
as a cardiologist, he accepted a job 
at Montefiore Health System, where 
the hospital’s February Heart Month 
awareness campaign is currently un-
der way. 

A propensity to espouse the ben-
efits of a healthy heart is nothing new 
to Dr. Wiley, an amiable practitioner 
with a cheerful smile. After all, it’s 
part of the everyday talk he has with 
his patients. 

More than 100 cardiologists are 
employed at Montefiore, a role that in-
cludes the treatment of peripheral ar-
tery disease. Arteries, considered the 
free-flowing roadways that distribute 
blood throughout the body, from head 
to foot, should remain free of clogs. 
Should a backup form, the results can 
be devastating. 

“I see a lot of this,” said Dr. Wiley, 
49, who spoke to the Norwood News fol-
lowing a coronary intervention proce-
dure he had just performed.

His journey to cardiology was 
rooted in passion wrapped in personal 
tragedy. While on college break, his fa-
ther passed away from a heart condi-
tion. “He actually died in my hands,” 
said Dr. Wiley, who wished his father 
had sought help sooner.  

His arrival to the Bronx will cer-
tainly keep him occupied. Persistently 
high rates of heart disease continue 
to blanket the borough, particularly 
among its Hispanic and African-
American populations. In some neigh-
borhoods, heart disease is the overall 
leader in cause of death. 

For some patients, seeking early 

intervention, treating a patient is an 
uncompromising two-way street. “Me 
putting a stent doesn’t work unless pa-
tients take responsibility for their own 
health as well. That means they have 
to be compliant with their medications 
that many times they have to take for 
life. They have to be cognizant of their 
health habits,” said Dr. Wiley. “[O]th-

erwise I’m just putting on a Band-Aid 
that’s not going to do much. You have 
to empower patients to take control of 
their health.” 

He brings that message to the 
South Bronx, where, on his day 
off, he’s treating patients at Urban 
Health Plan, Inc., a medical clinic 
in the Bronx neighborhood of Long-

wood and founded by Dr. Richard Iz-
quierdo, widely considered “an icon 
for the Hispanic population in the 
Bronx.” 

Patients who arrive at Dr. Wiley’s 
office come with different heart con-
ditions, and at varying stages. Some 
are asymptomatic. Some not. Others 
are on the brink of a heart attack, and 
may be completely unaware of it. Dr. 
Wiley admits that many patients sim-
ply “wait ‘til the end to get help.” “And 
a lot of times they’re not cognizant 
that there are many approaches that 
can be done, not only surgically but 
endovascularly, without having to go 
through a major operation, which can 
potentially save their limbs,” he said. 

And there are the occasional 
anomalies, including the “30-some-
thing-year-old kids…that come with a 
heart attack.” It’s happened, sure, and 
blame often falls on a poor diet and 
lack of exercise, key ingredients that 
precipitate a poor-working heart. 

In some cases, even a blunt scare 
tactic on the dangers of heart dis-
ease doesn’t seem to penetrate. Is it 
disappointing? It can be. But Dr. Wi-
ley won’t quit on his patients. “[Y]ou 
never lose hope,” he said. 

A Cardiologist Brings Worldly Experience to Montefiore Health System

DR. JOSE WILEY (right) can be seen performing a coronary angioplasty. 

Photo by David Cruz

FROM IRAQ TO the Dakota states, Dr. Jose Wiley (pictured) has been an interventional cardiologist since 2002. 
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St. Patrick’s Home  
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center 

“Where it all began” 

 Short-Term Rehabilitation  
 Physical, Occupational & Speech 

Therapy 
 Daily Mass in our Chapel  
 Restorative Nursing  
 Wound Care 
 Therapeutic Recreation 
 Memory Program  
 Palliative Care  
 Pastoral Care 
 Psychological Services  
 Gift Shop & Coffee Shop  
 And many other services... 

                 Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929  

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463 

Tel: 718-519-2800 
Fax: 718-304-1817 

www.stpatrickshome.org 
  

 FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME 

By DAVID CRUZ 
Police have released video of a bra-

zen burglar who made off with cash and 
valuables at a Norwood pizza shop.

The burglary happened on Jan. 27 
close to 2 a.m. That’s when police say 
a man rammed his way into Marconi’s 
Pizza & Restaurant at 185 E. Gun Hill 
Rd. The thief went behind the counter, 
then ran off with $350 and a lock box, 
according to cops. No one was hurt.

Police vaguely described the sus-
pect as a male black, though video re-
leased by the NYPD shows the suspect 
appearing to have an injured nose.

The pizzeria lies within the bor-
ders of the Jerome-Gun Hill Business 
Improvement District, home to some 
200 businesses. Another robbery took 
place within the corridor days after, 
with a thief robbing El Caribe Restau-

rant at 2 E. Gun Hill Rd.
Anyone with information is asked 

to call Crime Stoppers at 1 (800) 577-
TIPS.

52nd Precinct on the 
Lookout for Brazen

Pizzeria Burglar

CRIME FILE

Image courtesy NYPD

A THIEF STRUCK Marconi’s Pizzeria at 
185 E. Gun Hill Rd. in the early hours of 
Jan. 27. The thief (pictured here) remains 
on the run.

Boys & Girls Baseball and  
Girls Softball League

T-Ball (Pee Wee):  4-6 yr olds
Bantams: 7-8 yr olds
Minors: 9-10 yrolds

Majors: 11-12 yr olds

Seniors: 13-15 yr olds
Girls’ Softball (Juniors): 7-13 yr olds

Girls’ Softball (Seniors): 14-18 yr olds

Divisions 
Age as of June 1, 2016

Learn how your child can join for FREE.  
FREE clinics for registered players.  

Coaches Needed.

Call Joe Santana: 718-882-4000 ext. 256

Mosholu Monte�ore Community Center
3450 Dekalb Avenue Bronx, NY 10467  
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Opportunity  
Youth Program  

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 718-652-0282,  8AM-5PM  

MOSHOLU MONTEFIORE COMMUNITY CENTER   

Paid Internship Program For Young Adults Ages 18-24 

FOR AGES 18-24 WHO ARE OUT OF SCHOOL AND OUT OF WORK
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BUSINESS MATTERS
By DAVID CRUZ 

In his third State of the City ad-
dress, once again capturing the 
tenor of inequality, Mayor Bill de 
Blasio offered a synopsis of city-
wide initiatives while unveiling 
a short list of goals specific to the 
Norwood and Mott Haven sections 
of the Bronx.

Presenting his evening address 
at Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts in the Bronx, a first-time 
venue and time slot for the speech, 
de Blasio summarized policies 
that he points out have raised 
New Yorkers’ quality of life, par-
ticularly the city’s downtrodden. 
Without the help of a teleprompter, 
de Blasio’s speech seemed to be a 
refresher on accomplishments his 
administration achieved. More 
cops. Reduced crime. Pre-K expan-
sion. More affordable housing.

His list of goals aligned with 
an overall vision of citywide eq-
uity, though de Blasio placed a 
heavier emphasis on the outer 
boroughs. A check by the Nor-
wood News showed the Bronx was 
mentioned by name seven times, 
Brooklyn nine, Queens eight, 
Staten Island six, and Manhattan 
five times.

The mayor announced that 
in Norwood, Graffiti-Free NYC 
will widen its services along the 
Jerome-Gun Hill Business Im-
provement District, an L-shaped 
commercial corridor that’s home 
to some 200 businesses, offering 
power washing services to wipe 
gunk from sidewalks, as well as 
from private and public struc-
tures.

Jose Ferman, manager of the 
Portobello clothing store, praised 
the extra cleanup services. After 
all, it’s all about “presentation,” 
said Ferman. “When people see 
the area clean, you want to go 
shopping,” he said. 

Across the street, street ven-
dor Jonah Johnson let off a re-
sounding “wow” when he heard 
the news. “See all this paper,” said 
Johnson, pointing to the trash. “If 
I could walk up and down, and if I 
was to pick up all the garbage off 
the street, I could probably fill up 
a bag.”

“People are going to like a clean 
area,” said Raj Shah, owner of Big 
Apple Pharmacy, Inc., adding the 
look would be “more inviting” to 
the community. 

One of the more ambitious local 
projects involves expanded health-
care for poverty-stricken New 
Yorkers in the Mott Haven section 
of the Bronx. De Blasio announced 
that it would now be easier for 
residents “to walk into their new 
community clinic in Mott Haven 
to see a doctor, a dentist, or a men-
tal health professional.”

“All patients there, and at all 
our other healthcare facilities, 
will get high-quality care regard-
less of immigration status or abil-
ity to pay,” said de Blasio, in pre-
pared remarks.

But specific projects for the 
Bronx stopped there.

“I don’t discount the mayor’s 
efforts and how it’s impacting the 
city. But, to be honest, no, I can’t 
describe his ideas for the Bronx as 
groundbreaking,” said Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo, who doubles 
as the Bronx Democratic County 
Committee chair. “His adminis-
tration has been instrumental in 
some good things, but I can’t say I 
was blown away by the two Bronx 
mentions.”

If one were to put an emphasis 
on dollar amounts, the mayor’s 
most expensive project would hap-
pen along the shoreline of Brook-
lyn and Queens. There, a $2.5 
billion project would create the 
Brooklyn-Queens Connector, a 
tramway system that would run 
along the East River in the bor-
oughs of Brooklyn and Queens.

For Far Rockaway in Queens, 
the mayor talked of a $91 million 
facelift project for the peninsula’s 
downtown section, which includes 
its library.

The timing of de Blasio’s 
speech occurred as two housing 
cops patrolling Melrose Houses in 
Mott Haven were shot, forcing the 
mayor to forego obligatory hand-
shakes as he rushed out of the the-
ater.

“This puts into context, I think, 
that we still have a lot of work to 
do,” said Crespo.

2016 State of the City
Delivering address at Lehman College, Mayor Bill de Blasio highlights two Bronx projects

Photo by David Cruz

MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO presented his third State of the City address at Lehman 
Center for the Performing Arts. 

Photo by David Cruz 

SOME BRONX-SPECIFIC projects focused on increased cleaning services for Nor-
wood’s Jerome-Gun Hill Business Improvement District (pictured).

Photo by David Cruz

GUESTS ATTENDING THE 2016 State of 
the City include (l-r) Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. and Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie, sharing a moment with First 
Lady Chirlane McCray.

Photo by David Cruz

THE LEHMAN COLLEGE Community 
Chorus sings the National Anthem at the 
2016 State of the City.
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BUSINESS MATTERS



By DAVID CRUZ 
A new era of healthcare is slowly 

dawning in New York, and many of the 
city-run hospitals are spending the next 
four years preparing to shift gears be-
fore its event horizon. For North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital in Norwood, that 
strategy involves the patient experience 
and its nurses, often deemed the face of 
most hospitals. 

NCBH is part of the Health and Hos-
pitals Corporation (HHC), the city’s 
financially beleaguered hospital net-
work that’s recently rebranded itself as 
NYC Health + Hospitals. Making things 
tougher is projected cuts in state and 
federal subsidies by 2020, which could 
signal further financial turmoil for 
HHC.  

“Health and Hospitals has been kind 
of strategizing to determine how can we 
exist and survive beyond the subsidies 
in 2020,” said Greg Calliste, NCBH’s in-
terim executive director. 

Under a 16-prong 2020 reform plan, 
hospital officials place a heavier em-
phasis on easier access to primary 
care, knowing it can increase patient 
satisfaction scores, which lead to bet-
ter reimbursement rates and improved 

chances of patient return to NCBH.
To implement part of the plan, NCBH 

has enlisted Maureen Pode, a seasoned 
registered nurse recently promoted to 
Chief Nursing Operator, to help over-
see improved patient care. A nurse with 
over 30 years’ experience, Pode told the 
Norwood News that her primary goal 
will require the interpersonal relation-
ship between patient and the 497 nurses 
within the system. 

“Nursing is one of the largest work 
forces in the hospital, and as such they 
are closest to the patient,” said Pode, 
who’s been with NCBH since 2002. 

Pode also plans to put more focus on 
empowering patients to remain on top 
of their health, noticing it can engage 
the patient to self-management. “When 
you have an educated and engaged pa-
tient, and their caregivers and family 
members and their support services en-
gaged, you have a patient who is much 
better able to manage those diseases ef-
fectively in the community.”

Professionally, NCBH hopes to 
achieve what’s called “Magnet status” 
by the American Nurses Credential-
ing Center, a distinction that it hopes to 
market to any incoming freshmen. 

So far, the network has noticed prog-
ress in patient satisfaction. Dr. Ram 
Raju, president of HHC, told an audi-
ence at John Jay College in Manhattan 
recently that in-patient satisfaction has 
increased by 6 percent since the plan 
was introduced last year. Days waiting 
for an appointment have also decreased 
from 28 to 18 days. MetroPlus health 
care, the insurance program owned 
by HHC, has also seen a boost in mem-

bership. It currently has 1.4 million en-
rolled, with a goal of 2 million by 2020. 

The signs could help change course 
for HHC, which for several years has 
struggled to stay fiscally solvent. In 
July 2014, the network reported losses 
of $60 million. 

A report by the Independent Budget 
Office indicated that the network could 
be $1.8 billion in the red by 2018 if it does 
not change its model.
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LET’S MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSCLES TOGETHER

Pricing is in reference to the Base membership at the Crunch Norwood location. Offer is valid in-club only and is not available on 

3170 Webster Ave  •  Bronx, NY  •  718.515.0110  •  Crunch.com

BRING THIS IN FOR A  

3-DAY PASS!
¡TRAE ESTO PARA OBTENER UN

PASE DE 3 DÍAS!

Under Reform Plan, NCBH’s Nurses Will Be at Front Lines

Photo by David Cruz

WORKING TO SEE the NYC Health + Hospitals 2020 plan at North Central Bronx 
Hospital is Greg Calliste, interim executive director and Maureen Pode, chief nursing 
officer, both at NCBH.

Photo by Miriam Quinones

Guadalupe Fernandez (LEFT) is all smiles as she celebrates her 100th 
birthday at the Bainbridge Nursing & Rehabilitation Center in Norwood with 
the facility’s family. A resident of the home for 10 years, Fernandez was born in 
Puerto Rico on Feb. 13, 1916 and spent much of her life as a homemaker. She 
resides on the third floor of the home and is said to enjoy the music and arts 
program of the center’s Recreation Department. Fernandez was able to ring 
in to 100 with two parties, one of which included staff and residents from the 
entire building and live entertainment.

Nursing Home 
Celebrates Centenarian



By DAVID GREENE
  A  torrential  downpour on Feb. 

16 could not stop family members of 
Hugo Ivan Galindo from appearing in 
a Bronx courtroom to see firsthand 
one of three men now charged in their 
loved one’s murder.

Galindo, 24, was walking along De-
catur Avenue during the overnight 
hours of Dec. 30, when he was beaten, 
robbed and fatally stabbed outside of 
3340 Decatur Ave.

Speaking from outside the Bronx 
Hall of Justice, Gabriel Galindo, a 
nephew of the victim confirmed that 
one of the suspects made “an appear-
ance today.” 

Galindo said “the family is glad” of 
the three arrests, “but there are still 
three individuals on the loose, because 
there were six guys. [T]he detectives 
are working hard on this.”

“They took away a nice looking 
and responsible young man,” said Gal-
indo, adding those held responsible 
“should be incarcerated for the rest of 
their lives, so that they can appreciate 
the life that they took.”

In the courtroom, the Galindo fam-
ily came face to face with Alexi San-

tiago, 21, of East Mosholu Parkway, 
who was picked up by officers shortly 
after the fatal confrontation and was 
charged the following day  with five 
felonies including gang assault.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Santiago admitted punching 
Galindo as he was stabbed in the hand 
by an alleged cohort.

On  Jan. 5, police arrested Dar-

nell Jones, 22, of Bartholdi Street and 
Mark Montos, 21, of East 209th Street. 
Both were charged with second degree 
murder.

Police officials said they were 
looking for six Hispanic men in their 
20s linked to the killing. Police have 
not yet released  surveillance  video 
that reportedly shows the men pum-
meling Galindo as he was on the 
ground.

One suspect stayed behind to rifle 

the dying man’s pockets.
Many of Galindo’s friends in the 

area were fellow soccer players at the 
Williamsbridge Oval Park, who only 
knew the young man as, “Ivan,” con-
sidered an “intense” player who is 
now missed by many, even members 
of an opposing team.

Anyone with any information in 
the case is urged to call CrimeStop-
pers at 1 (800) 577-TIPS. All calls re-
main confidential.
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Call 212-867-6530  Kevin-ext 221,  Vivene ext 209

HHAs, PCAs

A Caring Opportunity...with a caring company
FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE

• Great Pay! •All shifts • Paid vacation after 1 year  
• Personal/Sick days • Life Insurance • 401K plan 

• Health insurance available • EOE

F/T, P/T & Weekends
Bronx/Manhattan Area 

Family Seeks Justice in Decatur Avenue Killing

Photo by David Greene

A MEMORIAL FOR Hugo Ivan Galindo, 24, 
grows along Decatur Avenue where he was 
fatally attacked on Dec. 30.



By WENDY JOAN BIDDLECOMBE
Though federal and city officials 

cut the ribbon at Fordham Plaza’s re-
opening ceremony in early February, 
neighborhood residents shouldn’t ex-
pect vendors to move into the enor-
mous concession area and kiosks for 
at least a year.

The $34 million plaza in the larg-
est transit hub in the Bronx includes 
a new bus depot, access to the New 
Haven and Harlem lines of the Metro-
North, and a sitting area for pedestri-
ans. The plaza also features a main 
concession area near the Metro-
North stairways, and three smaller, 
newsstand-style booths, as well as a 
bathroom. The plaza, featuring a can-
opy and a new bus loop, could stand 
as a boon for the BID, given the near 
80,000 people who travel through the 
business corridor.

Daniel Bernstein, deputy director 
of the Fordham Road Business Im-
provement District, said the BID is 
finalizing their contract with the city 
that would allow them to maintain 
the space and secure vendors.

Officials broke ground on the re-
development project in August 2014. 

Bernstein said the shops are still un-
der construction, and once complete, 

the BID will solicit proposals to fill 
the space.

“One thing that is important is 
that we don’t want to take business 
away from anyone who is currently 
in the neighborhood or the BID. It’s 
a transparent process with the [re-

quest for proposal]. We’ll go over all 
the responses and ultimately choose 
someone,” Bernstein said, adding 
that a community meeting will likely 
be scheduled for public input.

Community meetings have been 
at the heart of the BID’s affairs for the 
last two years, when it began the pro-
cess of extending its borders beyond 
Fordham Road and Webster Avenue. 
It was an attempt to incorporate the 
mall and One Fordham Plaza, the 
neighborhood’s tallest office build-
ing, located at the corner of Third 
Avenue and Fordham Road. The 
building is home to medical clinics, 
an unemployment service office and 
professional services. Expanding its 
borders allowed the BID to serve as 
the plaza’s official concessionaire, 
a distinction that allows the BID to 
choose who it wants inside the plaza.

“This little corner of the world has 
really changed drastically. We’ve had 
a lot of new retailers and construc-
tion over the last few years,” Bern-
stein said. “But we’re not changing 
the neighborhood.” 

“I’ll be worried if they open the 
same kind of business,” said Mostack 
Bhuiyan, who, for a number of years, 
has owned and operated Nabila news-
stand on the northeast corner of 
Fordham Road and Webster Avenue, 
across from the plaza and next to the 
Fordham Road Metro-North station.

Bernstein said he hoped new 
shops will offer more healthy food 
options. “We have a lot of variety 
in terms of retail [on Fordham 
Road]–you can buy whatever you 
want–and hopefully people will 
able to buy things like smoothies, 
and we won’t just have fast food 
and burger shops,” Bernstein 
said.

A farmers market is in the 
works for the plaza, Bernstein 
said, drawing upon the success-
ful food truck rallies the BID has 
hosted at Bryan Park.

To keep up public confidence, 
Bernstein said the BID is look-
ing into temporary art exhibits 
to “put some life” into the empty 
spaces so that residents “don’t feel 
detached.”

“It can be seen as a negative 
thing in the Bronx, with a lot of 
people making comments that 
‘this wouldn’t happen in Manhat-
tan.’ I want people to understand 
these large projects take time.”
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Shop Fordham Road
“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

F
FORDHAM ROAD
BUSINESS  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT

For more information contact (718) 562-2104

OVER 300
SPECIALTY SHOPS

AND CHAINS
Furniture • Home Improvement 

Clothing • Jewelery • Shoes 
Electronics • Discount Outlets

Cell Phones • Games,
Accessories • Offi ce Supplies

And Many Fast Food Restaurants

Acccessible By All
NYC Mass Transportation
Parking Facilities Available

Redesigned Fordham Plaza Open, But Vendors Still a Year Away

 “[W]e don’t want to take 

business away from any-

one who is currently in the 

neighborhood or the BID. 

It’s a transparent process 

with the [request for pro-

posal]. We’ll go over all the 

responses and ultimately 

choose someone.”

 -- Daniel Bernstein, Deputy 

Director, Fordham Road Business 

Improvement District. 

Photo by Wendy Joan Biddlecombe

THE FORDHAM PLAZA has now been re-built, though it’ll remain vacant throughout 
2016.
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OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
 E-Prescribing
 Unit Dose Packaging
 Immunizations
 Refi ll Reminders
 HIV /AIDS Diseases
 Transplant Medications

 Hepatitis

 Diabetes

 Asthma

 WIC Checks

 Nutritionals

 Ostomy supplies

 Medication Therapy

   Management

 Fax / Copy / Metro Card

   / FSA Card

 Incontinence Supplies

 FREE BP CHECK UP

   ON SITE

 DMV Vision Test

 Delivery Service

$6 GENERICS = 30 DAY SUPPLY

OVAL PHARMACY
Oval Pharmacy is a community pharmacy located in the Bronx. Our objective is to serve our community with unique 
pharmaceutical care by offering Unit Dose Packaging, Immunizations, Medication Therapy Management and more.

UNIT
DOSE

PACKAGING

ZOSTAVAX (SHINGLES)

Visit our website Oval Pharmacy
@255 GUN HILL ROAD

Community Specialty Pharmacy

By DAVID CRUZ 
A proposal to create a bike 

path connecting the Bronx to 
Westchester in Van Cortlandt 
Park won approval by Community 
Board 7, beating out environmen-
talists who objected to disruptions 
in the park’s ecology.

The unanimous vote ends years 
of starts and stops for the project, 
which involved several revisions 
by the New York City Department 
of Parks, which proposed the bike 
path.

CB7’s Parks Committee met 
prior to the full Board meeting, 
allowing some members to meet 
their counterparts at Community 
Board 8, which voted for the pro-
posed 1.25-mile bike path the day 
before CB7’s Parks Committee met 
to approve the project. 

It was at the CB7 committee 
meeting where much of the action 
took place. There, proponents of 
the bike path boasted of the health 
and safety benefits of such a path 
while environmentalists worried 
about the natural landscape’s ero-
sion. 

Considered a missing link be-
tween the Bronx and 40 additional 
miles of bike trails beginning at 
the Westchester County line, the 
flat-surfaced path would be 14’ 
wide with a two-foot buffer in be-
tween. The path, which the New 
York City Department of Parks 

and Recreation said would be unlit 
and remain open at night, would 
be constructed at the historic Old 
Putnam Trail using $2.5 million 
in federal monies. 

Up until 1980, the trail served 
the New York Central Railroad 
line, once a commuter trail that 

took riders north to Brewster, 
New York. These days, remnants 
of the line still remain, including 
a marker indicating when the line 
was built (it was 1904). The paths 
still contain railroad ties that 
contain creosote, a toxin. A repre-
sentative from Parks told guests 
the toxin would be removed piece-
meal, given its expense. Toxic soil 
will also be removed. 

In proposals that involve 
shared space, Boards typically de-
fer its decision to the Board whose 
district geographically dominates 
that communal area. In this case, 
CB7 deferred its decision to CB8 
since the latter mostly covers 
Van Cortlandt Park. Community 
Board 12, which also covers the 
park, abstained from any input.

The Department of Parks needs 
approvals from impacted commu-
nity boards before receiving its 
permits from the New York State 
Department of Environmental 
Conservation.

Should approvals be met, it 
would take a year to complete the 
path.

CB7, Sticking With CB8, Votes for Bike Path at Old Putnam Trail

Photo by David Cruz

JENNIFER GREENFELD (BACK LEFT), with the New York City Parks Department, 
begins her presentation on a proposed bike path at the Old Putnam Trail before Com-
munity Board 7’s Parks Committee. 
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BIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!

COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND
Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to 

Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill

Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment

Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946

for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

/JGHBIZ

Epiphany Lutheran Church - A PLACE OF GRACE
IN NORWOOD - 3061 Bainbridge Ave., Bronx, NY

Phone: (718) 652-6839      Website: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP Sundays at noon; BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP Fridays and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

Professional Directory
COMPUTER
SERVICES RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Professional Directory
Classifi eds

Computer Repair,
upgrade, troubleshooting,

laptop overheats, cracked screen,
broken power jack, virus removal,

data recovery.
Call James (646) 281-4475,

(718) 324-4332.

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, 
Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467

Ages 0 to 21 years
General Practice, Obesity, 

Asthma, ADHD
Same-Day Appointment

Every Day!
(718) 881-8999

PEDIATRIC
SERVICES

BEAUTY
SERVICES

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.
 The last old fashioned hairdresser in the Bronx!

 We specialize in haircutting, hair care, and provide 
consultations on how to care for your hair. Hair color-
ing, all relaxers, Wave Nouveau and carefree curls. We 
also offer flat-ironing.  20% off for seniors. 10% off for 

college students with picture ID.  Natural haircuts and 
wigs cleaning.

 617 E. Fordham Road (between Arthur and Hughes
avenues, Fordham University section).

 Call today for your appointment: (347) 284-3834.

TRIPS
Sealed food bids will be received at Tolen-
tine Zeiser Early Learn Center located at 2345 
University Ave., Bronx, New York 10468, un-
til noon on March 4, 2016. Specifications for 145 
breakfasts, 145 lunches, and 145 snacks may be 
obtained by contacting Sr. Margaret McDermott 
at Tolentine Zeiser between 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. or 
call at (718) 933-6935 ext. 13. All work will be con-
ducted in strict accordance with bid specifications. 
Bids will be opened and read on March 4, 2016 at 3 
p.m.

Taj Mahal Casino, Atlan-
tic City.  Saturday, Feb. 
20, 10:30 a.m. from East 
163rd Street and Southern 
Boulevard. For more info, 
please contact Eddie at 
(718) 757-5485.

WWW.NORWOODNEWS.ORG

REQUEST FOR BIDS
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

WE ACCEPT 

“Your Family Drugstore” http://www.leroyrx.com 

                                Most Union Plans & Third-Party Insurances 

Hours: Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday: 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.    

Est. 1970 

314 E. 204th Street ♦ Phone: (718) 882-5614 ♦ Fax: (718) 882-6365 

Medicaid, Medicare, Medicare Part D, CVS Caremark 

FREE  Delivery And Pick Up  

10% Discount For Senior Citizens (excludes cigarettes and sales items)  

NOTARY PUBLIC 

 EBT  

Ostomy, Surgical & Diabetic Supplies, 
Free Blood Pressure Testing, Vitamins, 
Nutritionals, Health & Beauty Aids, Cos-
metics, MetroCards, Housewares, House-
hold Items, and much more... 

 Services Include: Services Include: Services Include:  
WIC CHECKS OTC CARDS 

• Specialty Pharmacy   • We Do Compounding 

BMCA Seeks Flea Market
Donations

The Bedford Mosholu Com-
munity Association is accepting 
donations for its annual flea mar-
ket set for March 5. Bring new 
and used items (except clothes) to 
400 E. Mosholu Pkwy. So., apt. B1 
(lobby floor) on Wednesday, Feb. 
24 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m., Feb. 27 
from 1:30 to 4 p.m., and March 2 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Free Tax Services
Free tax services for anyone 

earning $62,000 or less are avail-
able at the Eastchester Library, 
1385 E. Gun Hill Rd., Thursdays 
through April 7 from 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Spanish-speaking volun-
teers will be available. For more 
information, additional sites, and 
what to bring, call (718) 653-3292. 

Free Music Program
The Middle School Jazz Acad-

emy at Lincoln Center in Man-
hattan seeks Bronx middle 
school students interested in af-
terschool, instrumental jazz in-

struction. Qualifying applicants 
will be awarded full scholar-
ships, learning in a group setting 
or one-on-one.  To apply, go to 
jazz.org. Application deadline is 
March 1. For more information, 
call (212) 258-9922. 

Free Tutoring
Sistas & Brothers United, 103 

E. 196th St., 3rd fl., offers free tu-
toring for students ages 12 to 21 
in the subjects of math, history, 
English, and science, Monday 
through Friday from 3 to 6 p.m. 
For more information, call Crys-
tal Reyes, College Access Coordi-
nator, at (718) 584-0515 ext. 243. 

Scholarship Program
The Financial Service Cen-

ters of NY (FSCNY), in con-
junction with MoneyGram In-
ternational launched its 2016 
Scholarship Awards Program. 
Applications will be accepted 
through March 4, and must 
include a 250-word essay de-
scribing the applicant’s most 
rewarding community service 

experience. The program, called 
Rewarding Young Leaders in 
Our Community, focuses on 
nurturing and promoting lead-
ership and accomplishments 
among high school students ap-
proaching their first year of col-
lege. These NYC seniors must 
show academic achievement, 
school leadership, community 
involvement, and service each 
year of high school. For more 
information, visit www.fscny.
org.

Online Applications for 
Catholic Elementary 

Schools
The Archdiocese of New York 
offers a new free online appli-
cation and increased financial 
assistance to families applying 
to Catholic elementary schools 
(all faiths are welcome). Appli-
cations are due by March 9 for 
early acceptance. Awards are on 
a first come, first served basis. 
For more information, call (646) 
794-2885 or visit www.Catholic-
SchoolsNY.org

Immigration/Legal
Services

Immigration and legal ser-
vices are available at the Office of 
Councilman Fernando Cabrera, 
107 E. Burnside Ave. Appoint-
ments are required. To schedule 
one, call (347) 590-2875.

Free Income Tax Guide
A free copy of the “2015 Income 

Tax Guide” by the Financial Ad-
visors Group is available to any-
one. The guide covers current tax 
law provisions, capital gains and 
losses, and plenty more. Call (347) 
575-5045 to request a copy. 

Foreclosure Prevention
The Northwest Bronx Resource 

Center, 2715 Bainbridge Ave., 
hosts a foreclosure prevention 
workshop every first and third 
Thursday of each month from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Speak to a special-
ist from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
to learn how to stay in your home. 
To schedule an appointment, call 
(718) 933-2539. 



Onstage
Lehman College’s Center for the 
Performing Arts, 250 Bedford 
Pk. Blvd. W., presents Lehman 
Chamber Players, performing 
classical music, Feb. 20 at 2 p.m., 
in the Recital Hall (3rd floor, Music 
Building; free); Love in Salsa & 
Merengue, Feb. 20 at 8 p.m., 
featuring three singers celebrating 
Valentine’s Day (tickets are $50 to 
$65); and Free Classical Music 
Performances on Feb. 23: Pianists 
at 12:30 p.m. in the Music Building’s 
Recital Hall; and pianist and cellist 
at 2 p.m. (info: (718) 960-8247). 
Programs are subject to change. 
For more information and program 
details, call (718) 960-8833.

The Bronx Arts Ensemble presents 
“The Tortoise and the Hare,” at 
Lehman College’s Lovinger Theatre, 
250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W., Feb. 21 at 
2 p.m. ($8); and Jazz Favorites With 
Willie Rodriguez, including wine and 
cheese party, at Riverdale-Yonkers 
Society for Ethical Culture, 4450 
Fieldston Rd., Feb. 27 at 8 p.m. ($20; 
$15/seniors/students). Programs 
are subject to change. For more 

information, call (718) 601-7399.

The Van Cortlandt Jewish Center 
presents singer Gary Lovett, 
performing a variety of genres, 
Feb. 21 at noon, at Vladeck Hall, 
74 Van Cortlandt Pk. So. (entrance 
on Hillman Ave.). $40 admission 
includes a kosher Chinese buffet, 
wine, beverages, dessert, one door 
prize raffle and one pick-your-
prize raffle (50 prizes). For more 
information, call (718) 884-6105.

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents Music of 
Motown, a musical tribute by Cody 
Childs & the Ladies of Soul, Feb. 27 
at 2:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit 
www.nypl.org.

The School of American Ballet 
presents The Beauty of Ballet, free 
with a required ticket, Feb. 20 at 2 
p.m. at the Hostos Center for the 
Arts & Culture, 450 Grand Concourse 
(149th Street), featuring students 
dancing classical ballet. No 
reservations required. Tickets may 
be picked up at box office on day 
of event beginning at noon; first 

come, first served seating begins at 
1:30 p.m. For more information, call 
(718) 518-4455.

Events
The Church of the Holy Nativity, 
3061 Bainbridge Avenue (204th 
Street), presents its 12th Annual 
Evening of Dining & Poetry 
Reading, etc., Feb. 19 at 7:30 
p.m., including dinner, drinks, 
poetry and surprises ($20/
donation). For more information, 
call (718) 652-5853.

The New York Botanical Garden 
presents Bronx Green-Up 
(info: (718) 817-8026) and NYC 
Compost Project (info: (718) 
817-8543), Feb. 20 from 11 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Lehman 
College, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W. 
Preregistration is recommended. 
Call for more information.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 
W. 252nd St. in Riverdale, offers 
Family Art Projects: Amour for 
Armor, to use recycled materials 
and colored foil to make armor, 
Feb. 20 and 21; and A Desert 
Under Glass, to sketch and paint 
desert dwellers, then make a 
desert mirage, Feb. 27 and 28; 
both in WH House from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Also offered: Armor Day, 
to try on armor, watch fencing and 
archery demonstrations, and enjoy 
roaming minstrels, Feb. 20 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at WH House; 
and Rebel Baroque Ensemble, 
concert featuring classical music, 
Feb. 21 at 2 p.m. in the WH House, 
(tickets: $28; $22/members; $15/
ages 8 to 18; $12/members. 
Grounds admission is free until 
noon Saturdays and Tuesdays all 
year. For more information and a 
schedule of events including tours 
and walks, call (718) 549-3200 ext. 
251.

The Beso Lounge, 320 E. 204th St., 
presents The Soul of a People, 

which seeks to provide a black 
history historical account, past 
and present, as a fund-raiser for 
African-American veterans in NYC, 
Feb. 18 from 6 to 9 p.m. Events 
include the spoken word, dancing 
and drumming, panel discussion, 
complimentary hand massage, and 
more ($5/suggested contribution). 
For more information, call (347) 
458-5040.

Library Events
The Bronx Library Center, 310 
E. Kingsbridge Rd., presents the 
following events for children: 
Hands-on Projects at 4 
p.m.: (ages 7 to 12; in-person 
preregistration required), Color 
Paint Friendship Hand Making, 
Feb. 18 and Door Hanger Making, 
Feb. 25; and Up and Up: (ages 7 to  
12), play about Dr. Mae C. Jemison, 
first African-American woman who 
traveled to space, Feb. 20 at 2 
p.m. Adults can enjoy film: “Guess 
Who’s Coming to Dinner,” Feb. 20 
at 2:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit 
www.nypl.org. 

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th 
St., offers for teens/young adults: 
film: “Goosebumps,” Feb. 27 at 
1:30 p.m. Adults can attend: Free 
Computer Classes: to learn email 
and basic computer information, 
Wednesdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
For more information, call (718) 
882-8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 
Eames Place (near Kingsbridge 
Road), offers for kids: Kids Get 
Active Fridays: (ages 5 to 12), 
to enjoy dance and zumba, Feb. 
26 at 3 p.m. Adults can attend 
Computer Basics at noon: Feb. 
18, 25 and March 3. For more 
information, call (718) 549-5200. 

NOTE: Items for consideration may 
be mailed to our office or sent to 
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, 
and should be received by Feb. 22 for 
the next publication date of March 3.
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LOVE IN SALSA and Merengue will feature the New York City debut of bachata 
vocalist Joseph Fonseca on Feb. 20 at 8 p.m. at Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. 

File Photo/Adi Talwar

BRONX PARK LOVERS will get on the record for what improvements are in need 
at their local playgrounds and recreation spaces for the 21st annual Bronx Parks 
Speak Up (See Editor’s Pick for details).

Have Your Voice Heard
The public is invited to the 22nd annual Bronx Parks Speak Up held by the 
Bronx Coalition of Parks and Green Spaces, Feb. 20 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at Lehman College’s faculty dining room in the Music Building, 250 Bedford 
Pk. Blvd. W. Bronx residents will join elected officials and agency personnel 
to learn about government and non-government resources and participate 
in face-to-face discussions with city and local elected and appointed 
officials. Residents are encouraged for voice their opinions on neighborhood 
matters. For more information, visit www.bronxspeakup.org.
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the Borough speech last year. Since 
then he has scheduled meetings with 
the borough’s elected officials on the 
likelihood this proposal can be cham-
pioned. “We know that it’s worked in 
other parts of the city,” he said. “So 
why not look at the Bronx?”

But it’s also home to Scott Tower 
and Tracey Towers, two separate com-
plexes that’s home to thousands of res-
idents. 

Barbara Stronczer, president of 
the Bedford Mosholu Community As-
sociation, whose borders include the 
Concourse Yards, remained on the 
fence on seeing this project through, 
given its proximity to current resi-
dential buildings. “My feeling is you 
have Scott Tower and you have Tracey 
Towers,” said Stronczer. “They’re not 
going to be happy when they hear this, 
but we’ll see.” 

Still, the proposal has won the fer-
vor of Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, 
whose district overlaps with the yards. 
“I’m very bullish on this,” said Dinow-
itz. “I actually proposed many years 
ago to the then school superintendent 
of schools in our district the idea of 

building schools there because Dis-
trict 10 was extremely overcrowded.” 

Dinowitz envisioned part of the 
platform space to house Lehman Col-
lege’s new parking facility as a way 
to replace the current lot that sits just 
near the Jerome Park Reservoir. “I 
want that area where the parking is, 
and it’s a substantial bit of land on 
Goulden Avenue, turned into park-
land,” said Dinowitz. 

While the report is high on vision, 
it’s light on mechanical engineering, 
the neighborhood’s environmental 
impact, and any level of endorsement 
from the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, which owns the property. 

“It is still feasible as a project, but 
much, much more challenging,” said 
George Deodatis, Ph.D., a professor 
of civil engineering at Columbia Uni-
versity. “The columns and the founda-
tions will have to be much larger. De-
pending on the current configuration 
of the rail tracks, some of them might 
have to be permanently removed. A lot 
will depend on the quality of the soils 
at this particular location.”

Diaz admitted that the Authority 
“did not say that they support this, but 

I am comfortable in my many years 
with dealing with the MTA that they 
did not say, ‘no way, no how.’” “We’ll 
take that for now. It’s the most posi-
tive they could be at this moment,” he 
said.

The MTA sidestepped any hint at 
a commitment. Through spokesman 
Kevin Ortiz, the MTA simply said it 
has “communicated with the BP and 
we look forward to studying his re-
port.”

Some can look at the proposal as a 
rehash of an idea that was once batted 
around the Bronx, though money has 
always kept the project from ever be-
coming a reality. But building above 
rail yards is an old concept that’s fi-
nally been taking off these days given 
the demand for more housing across 
the city. 

One of the more successful plat-
ing projects to date is Hudson Yards, 
a mixed-use development site on Man-
hattan’s west side. Headed by conglom-
erate The Related Companies, the site 
includes offices, retail space and hous-
ing. Construction began in 2010 after 
Oxford Properties Group agreed to 
build a platform over the West Side 

Yards for $400 million. Related, un-
der a deal first drafted under original 
developer Tishman Speyer, agreed to 
pay the MTA $1 billion in air rights in 
exchange for a 99-year lease. 

The more pressing rail yards proj-
ect these days is at the Sunnyside 
Yards in Astoria, Queens, where the 
New York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation is assessing propos-
als that would deck the near 200-acre 
open yard. It’s the latest proposal in a 
long line of bids that have fizzled since 
the 1960s. 

This observation stirred one re-
porter to ask whether this project 
could take off by the time Diaz’s term 
expires in 2018. “All we could do is get 
it started, and hopefully with the next 
administration, be it the Bronx ad-
ministration or the city’s administra-
tion, hopefully there will be that level 
of enthusiasm and that level of com-
mitment to finish what was started,” 
said Diaz. 

Construction of the project is esti-
mated between $350 and $500 million, 
and would require a public review 
process involving Community Board 
7 and the New York City Council. 

Report highlights “tremendous potential” for Bedford Park Rail Yard
(continued from page 1)

*Consult your tax advisor. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective February 1, 2016 and are subject to change without notice. Minimum deposit is $500. Offer may be withdrawn at anytime. 
Early withdrawal penalties may apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Offers subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. 

Visit your local branch or call 1(877) 417-6547 to get started.

RETIREMENT SAVINGS 
YOU CAN BANK ON. 

One of the safest ways to save for your retirement.

Steady growth.

Special 3 year and 5 year bump up options available.

Potential tax benefits.* 

36 Month IRA CD

 1.50% APY**

 2.00% APY**

60 Month IRA CD



“MEDICAL CARE WHEN YOU NEED IT” 

Services Include Treatment of:  
 Abscess & Boils (I & D’s) 
 Allergic reactions 
 Asthma Attacks and Wheezing  
 Cough, Cold, Fever, and Flu 
 Dehydration (requiring IV hydration)  
 Ear irrigation, Foreign Body Removal  
 Ear Aches 
 Minor Burns, Nose Bleeds, open Wounds 
 Minor fractures & Sprains (splinting) 
 Pink Eye 
 Sore Throat, Strep Throat 
 Stomach Flu/Virus  
 Urinary Tract Infection  

No appointment necessary 
Walk-ins welcome  

Medical services are available for 
adult and pediatric patients.  

For More Information, 
visit us at 

www.metrourgicare.com 

New Locations Opening Soon: 

Open At Two Locations:  
3200 Grand Concourse  

(718) 561-3200 

1550 University Ave.  
(646) 350-1616 

1990 McGraw Ave. and  
502 E. Tremont Ave.   

 
HABLAMOS 

ESPAÑOL 

 
OPEN SEVEN 

DAYS A WEEK 
 

 

HOURS: M-F  9AM - 9PM ♦ WKNDS 9AM - 5PM 
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