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BEDFORD PARK
POSTAL WOES

New property owner of post office site tied to luxury housing development
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THE 2963 WEBSTER AVE. Post Office has been in Bedford Park for decades. For the past few years its future has always been up in the air.

By WILLIAM MATHIS
The future of the post office
at 2963 Webster Ave. remains
uncertain, thanks to a recent
new buyer who’s been in the
business of developing luxury
housing. Questions still lan-

guish over whether the post
office will stay open despite
assurance from high-ranking
officials at the United States
Postal Service (USPS) over its
intention to stay.

Back in 2009 the branch
was put on a potential closure

list due to USPS budget cuts.
However, the community ral-
lied behind the branch to suc-
cessfully keep it open. Now, the
post office is threatened by po-
tential development plans from
the property’s new owner.

The rezoning of 80 blocks

of Webster Avenue to support
residential housing, also in
2009, has caused developers
to pay high prices for real es-
tate there, with eyes on future
lucrative developments. In
2014, a developer purchased
(continued on page 15)
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Housing Complaints Top CB7 311 List

By JASMINE GOMEZ

When it comes to the 311 system, a look
at Community Board 7’s list of gripes will
tell you there are plenty of building issues
to complain about.

An analysis by the
News found the top category of logged
complaints during the last week of Sep-
tember in Community Board 7 fell un-
der Property and Buildings. The category
of Public Safety, which catalogues hy-
drant issues, came in second. The Board,
covering Norwood, Bedford Park, Ford-
ham, Kingsbridge and University Heights
had a total 771 complaints,

Of the data collected, CB7 residents
logged 181 complaints related to property
and buildings. These complaints ranged
from defective elevators to plumbing is-
sues in sinks and toilets.

After exhausting several avenues to
fix a problem themselves, frustrated ten-
ants often turn to the 311 system as judi-
ciary support, as 311 forwards complaints
to the New York City Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Development, which
in turn, dispatches inspectors to residen-
tial buildings.

“Most people in the community know
their rights. They know what the landlord
is required to do and if the landlord isn’t
doing it, they know that this is what they
should be doing--reporting it. If you don’t
report it, it’s like it never happened,” said
Sally Dunford, executive director of West
Bronx Housing Center.

But Dunford also believes that some-
times tenants may exaggerate their com-
plaints in order to expedite the 311 re-
sponse. Unaware of heat laws, a tenant
may call 311 complaining they are receiv-
ing no heat, when in reality the heat, al-
beit low, may be turned on. “What some-
times people do, and it’s problematic, is
people will call over and over again about
the same thing. The city is pretty sophis-
ticated about this,” she said. “If they get
six calls from the same person or the

Norwood

same person is calling every day, they’re
going to decide that that person is prob-
ably kind of a ‘crank’.”

The 311 system catalogues every com-
plaint that’s then tied to a complaint num-
ber. But what may increase the number
of complaints is numerous calls from
that same caller since a new complaint
number is given each time a complaint is
made. An exception is reached when the
caller follows up on a previously recorded
complaint number.

Analyzing the 12 community boards
all together, tree-related issues rang-
ing from new tree requests to removal of
overgrown trees or branches, were the
number one type of complaint coming in
with a total of 1,788 311 calls.

Community Board 12 had the most
tree-related complaints, totaling 313.
CB12, the largest community board in the
Bronx, covers the northeast Bronx, in-
cluding Baychester, Edenwald, and Wil-
liamsbridge. CB12’s category with the
second most complaints was property
and buildings, logging in a total of 127
complaints.

Across the Bronx, the categories with
the highest complaints included noise,
property and buildings, public safety,
and trees.

However, one exception that deviated
from the most popular categories across
all boards was found in CB10, covering
many neighborhoods including City Is-
land, Throggs Neck, and Pelham Bay,
where its most popular category for com-
plaints was streets and sidewalks, at 313
complaints. A complaint logged under the
streets and sidewalks category can range
from a broken street light to a sidewalk
condition that needs attention.

“We need to keep improving our qual-
ity of life. If we don’t continue to call 311,
what happens is it’s very easy for misbe-
havior to continue and grow,” said Eliza-
beth Quaranta, president of Friends of
Mosholu Parkland.

Public and Community Meetings

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 will hold its general board meeting on Oct. 20 at
6:30 p.m. at the Bedford Park Senior Center, 243 E. 204th St. CB7 committee
meetings are held on the following dates at the board office, 229A E. 204th
St. at 6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted: Housing/Land Use & Zoning Oct. 21;
Community Relations/Long Term Planning Oct. 27; and Economic Develop-
ment Oct. 27 at 7:30 p.m. For more information, call (718) 933-5650.

Beating the Cold:
Staying Warm
During Chilly
Months

During heating season, which
runs from Oct. 1 through May 31,
residential building owners with
tenants are legally required to main-
tain an indoor temperature of at
least 68 degrees Fahrenheit between
6 a.m. and 10 p.m. when outdoor tem-
peratures drop below 55 degrees. Be-
tween 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., indoor tem-
peratures must be 55 degrees when
outside temperatures fall below 40
degrees. Hot water is required to
be maintained at 120 degrees year-
round.

If you have heat or hot water
problems, here are some tips to make
your complaint work for you:

New York City Department of
Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment (HPD) is required to respond
to every complaint. When you call
311, HPD calls the owner.

If the owner reports that the
problem is repaired, HPD will then
call the tenant back to verify.

If the heat has not been restored,
HPD sends out an inspector.

If the inspector finds a problem,
they have a number of tools they can
use including making repairs and/
or delivering oil and can bill the
Oowner.

So what can go wrong?

Here are a few things:
1. There are not enough inspectors.
2. Complaining tenants do not want
to give their name and number.
3. Tenants exaggerate problem, or
are not specific enough.
4. The tenant feels cold, but tempera-
ture is within legal limits.
5. The owner raises heat for a couple
of days and then lowers it again.

(Source: West Bronx Housing and
Neighborhood Resource Center)

NEXT ISSUE: Avoiding com-
mon heat complaint traps.
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A Forum on Violent Crime Turns Into Crime Fighting Debate

By ADEDAMOLA AGBOOLA

The recent spike in violent crimes
in Fordham/Kingsbridge raised con-
cerns from residents over policing
tactics and deployment of resources
in the neighborhoods.

The September fatal shooting of
24-year-old David Hooks on Briggs
Avenue and 194th Street has worried
residents and civic leaders as shoot-
ing incidents have risen by 27 percent
in the 52nd Precinct so far this year.

Those concerns were loudly voiced
at a recent town hall meeting orga-
nized by Councilman Ritchie Torres
of the 15th Council District to discuss
the violence in the community af-
ter Hooks’ shooting just blocks from
Fordham University. The motive for
the shooting is still unclear.

Some policies that the NYPD have
discontinued may have contributed
to the rise in crime according to
Billy Cannon, professor of Criminal
Justice at Monroe College. Cannon,
who retired as a detective sergeant
with the NYPD after 27 years, says
policies such as stop-and-frisk have
handcuffed police officers from doing
their jobs, which could lead to a crime

Picture by Adedamola Agboola
JOHN GARCIA (Second from right, standing) executive director of Fordham Bedford
Community Services asks NYPD Bronx Borough Commander, Larry Nikunen (2nd
from left, standing) a question at the Stop the Violence Town Hall Meeting at Our Lady
of Refuge.

spike. Last year, a federal judge ruled
the policy as unconstitutional.

“Why should a cop put his license
and career on the line by stopping
people?” said Cannon. “No doubt
stop-and-frisk was overused and the
police have lost the trust of the com-
munities. But broken window crimes

aren’t being enforced. And when vio-
lent criminals know they won’t be
stopped, crimes go up.”

Torres disagrees with the link
between a lax stop-and-frisk policy
and the rise in violent crimes. In-
stead, more available resources for
the community are what are needed,

according to Torres. “There are some
of these kids who engage in violence
because they don’t have opportuni-
ties. That is the responsibilities of the
government and we are fighting to
bring the necessary resources to the
community.”

The Fordham Bedford Community
Services, a nonprofit community-
based organization, runs a free play-
ground directly across from where
Hooks was shot. Over 500 kids were
registered to attend daily events this
past summer and an average of only
85 to 100 kids showed up, the lowest
attendance ever in the community.

Some residents blame it on a dis-
connect between local officials, law
enforcement and the communities
they serve. “There’s never an ongo-
ing dialogue between the police and
the community. The only time that
happens is when the police go to in-
vestigate a crime,” said Aldo Perez,
a resident and local activist who at-
tended an anti-crime rally Sept. 24.
“The problem is that we have old
ideas and old fashioned way of doing
things without having an integrated
community dialogue.”

FORDHAM FAMILY PHARMACY

202 W.
Tel: 917-801-1801, Fax: 217-801-1803

Corner of Sedgwick Avenuae

NEW

YORK

Mon - i %:00am - 70pm
Fordham Road, Bronx, NY 10448 Sat 1090am - 00pen

Passport Picture

L L T T T

' \"UUH FHESBHIFTIUHE READY WHILE YOU 'HAIT

== WE ACCEPT owag

‘Wao Transfor Al Your
w:ﬂ'ﬂ from
Other Pharmacies

Medicaid, Medicare, CVS Caremark, Medicare Part D, Most Union Plans

Most Insurances & Workers Compensation, Lower Price Guaranteed &

FREE

2

10% Senior Citizens Discount Everyday

GIFT

ANY PURCHASE
Wﬂ“ﬁmﬁ

Surgical Supplies » Home Health Care » Cosmetics « Fragrances  Nutritionals

=1z

JUST FOR STOPPING IN

DR e LT

5¢ Copies » Fax Service ® 99¢ Greeting Cards

- VISIT OUR SPECIALLY MARKED
FREE DOWN SALE SELECTION PRICED
FOR YOUR HEEDS!

TESTING ON SITE

u‘: %‘E’“ﬁiﬂnﬂa [HE OFFER FREE BLOOD PRESSURE

Feak:
Spanish, Eanga! Hindi & English

* Oifer wilrc Lo chanege: withsat notide. Concibans apply

OREE

Sy HIIII Horo

Proost » (an = Eeetic = Wirlie
Colalwr = Cablg = ang Mory!
e e

Pharmacist : Furkan Chowdhury, PharmbD.



4 e October 15-28, 2015 ¢ Norwood News

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER

By DAVID GREENE

This week we asked readers their thoughts on new NYPD guidelines that would
investigate all claims of use of force and officers who fail to step in during
moments of alleged misconduct.

Ithink it would be very helpful. I think
that having another officer with
them when something arises would
be helpful in court. It would also
help solve a lot of police brutality
because there’ll be somebody
watching, and somebody who will
hopefully tell the truth when the
time comes.

Laura Premosch
The Hub

If one officer is doing something
wrong to a suspect, his partner
should actually report that to the
chief and the commissioner and
actually both should be fired or
suspended if they don’t report it.
That would help keep officers in
line because no one is above the
law.

Jamal Wilson
Morris Park

Editor’s Note: Have an idea for an Inquiring Photographer
question? Send suggestions to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

Yes, | think it’s a good thing as long
as they go through with it. Police
always silence themselves. They
always have backup and lawyers,
money and everything. They don’t
want their cops to look bad. This
will change the game around, it will
make it more even and balanced.

Richard Arriaga
Parkchester

As a community, | feel like it’s good
that it would stop police brutality.
As far as police officers go, | think
it would create a distrust between
partners and that’s never really
good if you think about it, because
you need your partner to have your
back on the job, so if there’s any
distrust at all you’re not going to be
able to do the job as efficiently.

Tom Baez
Clason Point

Yes, | am in favor of it. If it's done
properly, | have no issues with it.

Dennis Kuflik
Bedford Park
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Dismissal Time at PS 46
A Stinky Situation

By DAVID CRUZ

PS 46 Edgar Allan Poe classes end
daily with a stream of several hundred
fourth graders rushing out the blue
doors on the side of Briggs Avenue. Stu-
dents are met with an obstacle course,
leading to a cramped sidewalk where
they have to weave, dodge and single
file out, parents in tow.

The Briggs Avenue path is reduced
by half, thanks to the mounds of school
trash abutting the sidewalk.

The nuisance has quietly angered
parents, who have made no official
complaints to the school, but have
voiced frustration, and at times, re-
sorting to move the trash bags out of
the way.

“This is not right, it’s not healthy,
and there’s no place to wait for the
kids,” said Elizabeth Carvajal, a resi-
dent who regularly picks up her grand-
daughter Sadie by the Briggs Avenue
exit.

Clear plastic bags filled with dis-
carded food, paper lunch trays and
other refuse, are routinely chucked out
the Briggs Avenue side by school per-
sonnel at all hours. The drop-off site
has created a permanent stain on the
sidewalk, thanks to leftover liquids
that seep from the garbage, normally
picked up by sanitation crews Tues-
days, Thursdays, and Saturdays.

“The smell is too much for the kids,”
said Alfredo Quinones, whose niece
goes to the school. He proposed school
personnel buy bins in which to place
the trash.

Another parent, Tina Sanchez, pro-
posed fourth graders exit school from
the front side, once designated to the
fifth grade class, which was tempo-
rarily relocated. She added the cur-
rent location is not a suitable exit for a
large fourth grade class. “There’s a lot
of kids that come out through this one
door,” said Sanchez. “If you're walking
through the rain with your children
and umbrellas, you're single filing and
you're trying to get your Kkids. There’s
nowhere to walk.”

Conditions have become so com-
monplace for John Garcia, executive
director of Fordham Bedford Services
and a lifelong Bedford Park neighbor
who had attended the school, that he no
longer remembers when he began spot-
ting the mess. “Parents have to wait
right next to garbage to pick up their
kids,” he said. “How does anyone not
see a problem with that? The school is
the one perpetrating this.”

The New York City Department of
Education did not respond to inqui-
ries. The New York City Department
of Sanitation noted it has not received
any complaints relating to the garbage
at PS 46. Usually, DSNY will police
problem spots by sending agency offi-
cers to speak to school custodians.

For now, the arrangement persists.
Garcia, an advocate for better quality
of life improvements, said the school is
sending a message to kids: “We don’t
care enough to move the garbage a
little further down. We’re going to dis-
miss our kids amongst the garbage.”

Photo by Jasmine Gomez
STUDENTS LETTING OUT at PS 46 meet head-on with a pile of garbage each day,
infuriating parents.
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Upgrades for
University Hts. Park

Exploring the Borough’s Past

Walton Park in University Heights
has been added to a growing list of pub-
lic spaces slated for major upgrades.

Under Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Com-
munity Parks Initiative (CPI), the
playground at the corner of Walton
Avenue and East 181st Street will re-
ceive a share of $285 million set aside
for underfunded parks over the next
five years. Monies will go towards the
renovation of the park that’s solely
comprised of a basketball court. Coun-
cilman Fernando Cabrera, whose 14th
Council District covers Walton Park,
called the funding “timely and neces-
sary.”

CPI will also be earmarked for more
park workers, community outreach
and recreational programming.

Funds will also be earmarked for
Partnership for Parks, a program be-
tween New York City Parks & Recre-
ation and the City Parks Foundation.
The program connects with commu-
nity groups, helping them refine com-
munity organizing skills and be better
advocates for parks.

--David Cruz

B [

l'

VISITORS AT THE historic Valentine Varian House, doubling as the Bronx History Museum, got a taste of the Bronx’s past
through an exhibit celebrating 60 years of the Bronx County Historical Society. Guests walked about the preserved home,
viewing artifacts, artwork and photos that captured some of the borough’s bygone moments. The Bronx Historical Society
has been the premier cultural institution whose sole aim is to keep the Bronx’s memories intact.

Photo by Miriam Quinones
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JPR Access Walk-through Tour
Reset for Nov. 14-15

By DAVID CRUZ

A walk-through of the still-closed
Jerome Park Reservoir has been re-
scheduled for Nov. 14 and 15 after city
officials postponed it due to severe
weather forecasts.

The tour of the massive manmade
reservoir was supposed to have taken
place Oct. 3, following years of prod-
ding by park advocates who have long
hoped for the public reservoir access.
As it stands, residents are prohibited
from walking the reservoir’s scenic
two-mile perimeter for security rea-
sons, a position long held by the De-
partment of Environmental Protection
(DEP), the agency that holds oversight
of the reservoir. A fraction of the city’s
drinking water, originating from the
New Croton Aqueduct, comes from the
reservoir. The water’s purified by the
neighboring Croton Water Filtration
Plant, built underneath Van Cortlandt
Park.

Park activists have pressed the DEP
to allow access to the pathway for de-
cades. Those efforts were exacerbated

Photo courtesy Gary Axelbank
JEROME PARK RESERVOIR

by a 2011 report by the Bronx Borough
President’s Office that called for pilot
access. Under the de Blasio Adminis-
tration, the pilot program was estab-
lished and a Jerome Park Reservoir
Task Force was created to see the pro-
gram through.

The original plan has been largely
kept intact, with residents required to
present tickets for guided tours sched-
uled for Nov. 14 and 15, beginning at 10
a.m. and 11 a.m. each day. Self-guided
walks will happen from 12:30 to 2:30
p.m. both days. The same rules for par-
ticipants still apply: bags, cell phones
and cameras will be barred from the
premises for security reasons.
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Mystery of Damaged Oval Park Staircase Continues

By DAVID CRUZ

With slabs of concrete leaving
one giant mess, the collapse of an ag-
ing stone wall and staircase at the
northeast side of Williamsbridge
Oval has sparked plenty of specula-
tion on just what caused it to cave.
Yet from all the conjecture and
guessing games, there haven’t been
many clear cut answers, bewilder-
ing soccer players, dog walkers and
parents of young children playing at
the heavily used park.

As it stands, police have cordoned
off the damaged concrete staircase
leading to the park’s lower level. But
thefallen yellow tape and tipped-over
NYPD fences haven’t done much for
park goers who walk down the dam-
aged staircase at their own risk.

As the days wore on, a growing
chorus of Norwood residents have
demanded the New York City Depart-
ment of Parks & Recreation (DPR)
fast track repairs to the brittle wall,
pointing to other potentially trouble-
some spots around the park.

“It’s a safety hazard,” said Betty
Arce, a neighbor and fellow mem-
ber of Friends of the Williamsbridge

Photo by David Cruz
REMAINS OF A PORTION of the north-
east stone wall and staircase leading to
Williamsbridge Oval Park were first spot-
ted the first week of October. It’s unclear
what caused it to tumble.

Oval Park, a volunteer group work-
ingasan auxiliary force for the park.
“If this doesn’t get fixed before the
winter, it’s going to languish.” Her
assumption on what happened: last
week’s torrential rainstorm caused
the wall to weaken, and later pushed
mightily by young people.

Doug Condit, a fellow FOTWO
member, pointed out other loosened
slabs belonging around the west side
of the wall, noting the issue isn’t

BANSRIDGE NURSING AND REHABLITATION CENTER
15 PLEASED T OFFER THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:

Trachsssiomy Cire
Short-Term bbbt wtion ¥ /0T perch bdan
loket Replicement Trim byury Recovry Prognis
Spcaiired Stroke Aebabdinaton oprye

isolated to the northeast side. “Why
can’t [Parks] just do routine mainte-
nance?” he asked.

Ralph Martell, walking his dog
around the Oval, agreed with Con-
dit. “That should’ve been taken care
of, because it’s going to get worse and
worse,” he said.

Others presumed that time may
have caught up to the old staircase.
“Iremember walking up those stairs
and sometimesIthink one ofthe step-
stones was loose,” said a Norwood

mother of three. “Maybe it was just
time before it all just crumbled.”

A DPR spokesperson said in a
statement that the agency is “inves-
tigating remedial action to reopen
the stairs,” and reminding park us-
ers that a “second set of stairs 25 feet
away, can still be used.”

Williamsbridge Oval Park was
built in 1937, repurposed from a
massive reservoir that served as the
borough’s partial drinking water

supply.

Whalen Park, a small park just
next to the Norwood/205th Street
D subway station and steps from
the Mosholu Library, has been ap-
proved for a $1.3 million facelift.

“Whalen Park was approved
for reconstruction by the Public
Design Commission on Oct. 5. The
project is scheduled to be trans-

Whalen Park Approved
For Facelift Project

mitted and enter the procure-
ment cycle by the end of this
month,” read a statement by the
New York City Parks Depart-
ment.

The procurement phase in-
volves securing contractors to
rebuild the park.

--David Cruz
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Be Healthy iy

By VIVIAN CARTER

The borough’s biggest tourism
event of the year is on the way, when
more than 7,000 bicyclists will hit the
borough’s streets.

The 21st Annual Tour de Bronx is
scheduled for Oct. 25. Established in
1994 by Bronx Borough President Fer-
nando Ferrer and The Bronx Tourism
Council as a way to promote health,
eco-friendly transportation and tour-
ism, the event is now a highly antici-
pated fall tradition in the region. Cy-
clists from the Bronx and beyond have
a chance to meander through scenic
neighborhoods, and pass by the bor-
ough’s picturesque waterfront and
greenways.

“Tour de Bronx is a great event for
people of all ages, especially for visi-
tors to our vibrant borough. It gives
everyone an opportunity to explore
historical sites, see beautiful water-
fronts, and ride through our amazing

" . tA |
File photo by Adi Talwar/Montefiore Health System

PEDAL POWER! CYCLISTS traverse
neighborhoods across the Bronx at last
year’s Tour de Bronx.

local neighborhoods,” said Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. “Once
again, we are welcoming riders from
across the region and around the globe
to see the Bronx as they had never seen
it before.”

Participants arrive from all over,
choosing to complete either a 25-mile

ride or 40-mile itinerary. The shorter
route covers southern, eastern and
central Bronx points of interest, in-
cluding Mott Haven, Clason Point, and
Pelham Bay Park.

The 40-mile route passes by his-
toricFortSchuyleronthe Throggs Neck
peninsula, and the maritime enclave
City Island, snaking along two north-
west Bronx neighborhoods steeped
in history--Woodlawn and Riverdale.
The New York Botanical Garden will
host concluding festivities, in which
riders receive a complimentary sou-
venir T-shirt and enjoy live music and
light snacks.

For early birds, there is a reward
from the New York City Department
of Transportation. The agency will fit
and provide a limited number of free
bicycle helmets to participants be-
tween 8 a.m. and noon, while supplies
last. Being at the starting point early
has other advantages, as riders in

Number of cyclists expected at

Tour de Bronx

(Source: Bronx Borough President’s Office)

Tour de Bronx Puts Pedal to the Metal Oct. 25

Vital
Stats

front can get ahead of the significant
crowd expected to participate.

For those who wish to take a com-
muter train to the event, Metro-North
will not require permits or limit
the number of bikes aboard trains
throughout the day.

When the event began in 1994, just
a few hundred signed up. By 2014, the
tour ballooned to a record-breaking
7,000 participants from around the
country, plus a few foreign visitors.
Transportation Alternatives and Mon-
tefiore Health System are major spon-
Sors.

“This annual event sends an im-
portant, positive message about our
community and being physically and
mentally active,” said Steven M. Sa-
fyer, M.D., president and CEO of Mon-
tefiore Health System.

To learn more and register for the
ride, visit www.ilovethebronx.com.

EXPLORE ONE OF THE MOST DYNAMIC
BOROUGHS IN NEW YORKY

JOIN THOUSANDS OF BICYCLISTS FOR THE LARGEST

IFIREE CYCLING EVENT IN NEW YORK STATE!

Ride 25 miles or 40 miles and explore
historic districts, beautiful waterfronts,
and vibrant neighborhoods!

FREE BIKE HELMET GIVEAWAY WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!!

The New York City Department of Transportation
will fit and distribute FREE bicycle helmets from
8:00am to 12:00pm, while supplies last. Rider
MUST be present and sign a waiver.

with live music, and light snacks in the company
of fellow riders.

Check-in at 9am at The Bronx County Building, 851
Grand Concourse at 161st Street. Ride ends at The
NewYork Botanical Garden at 2900 Southem Boulevard
Farticipants 17 or younger MUST be accompanied
by a parent or guardian, who must sign a waiver.

Metro North Railroad will waive their bicycle permit
requirements and quantity limits for the day. Both
rides end at the iconic New York Botanical Garden

To register, go to: www.iLoveTheBronx.com

THE 21ST ANNUAL

TOUR DE —~ =

SUNDAY OCTOBER 25, 2015

Tour de Bronx is a trademark of The Bronx Tourism Council. The event is produced by The Bronx Tourism Council and the Office of the Bronx Borough President
and promotes bicycling as an environmentally-friendly and healthy method of travel.

PRESENTED BY:

Tourism
Council

The Bronx
B o E D C Overall
Economic
Development
Corporation

Ryronxcare SBH

Health System
BRONX-LEBANON HOSPITAL CENTER S ronx |

Montefiore

THE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL FOR
ALBERT EINSTEIN COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
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Tech Fund Surprise for
W|II|amsbr|dge Schools

Photo courtesy office of Councilman Andy King
CAMERA-READY STUDENTS and staffers at PS 112, the Bronxwood School,
pose with a $200,000 check allocated for 15 smart boards and other tech up-
grades. PS 41, several blocks away from PS 112, was also awarded a sizable
check for $60,000 earmarked for other high-tech upgrades and smart boards.
The funding was given by Councilman Andy King (back row, center), who serves
the 12th Council District.

LET'S MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSCLES TOGETHER

3170 Webster Ave e Bronx, NY e 718.515.0110 e Crunch.com

Pricing is in reference to the Base membership at the Crunch Norwood location. Offer is valid in-club only and is not available on
Crunch.com. Guest pass is valid for first time guest only and must be used for three consecutive days. Must be 18 years or older
and present valid photo ID. Enroliment fee and $39 annual fee applies. See club for details. ©2015 Crunch IP Holdings, LLC

9

PACKAGING

¢ E-Prescribing

e Hepatitis

¢ Unit Dose Packaging ¢ Diabetes
J Imrflumzat_lons « Asthma
* Refill Reminders
e WIC Checks

e HIV /AIDS Diseases

* Transplant Medications * Nutritionals

W, wow
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

ONE CARD = 2 BENEFITS

JOIN OUR 56 PREEBCHIPTION CLUB

ETmn

23 = H SAVE MONEY ON 300 GENERICS & 5000 BRAND DRUGS
1 EARN POINTS & REDEEM S555 WITH LOYALTY CARD=*

IMMUMNIZATION 'ﬁ' CrvaL. P H AR ALY $6 GENERICS — 30 DAY SUPPLY
ZOSTAVAX (SHINGLES)

DIABETES * HEART / BLOOD PRESSURE ® CHOLESTEROL
ALLERGY / COUGH / COLD * GASTROINTESTINAL e ARTHRITIS
PAIN « HORMONES / STEROIDS  VITAMINS  BPH MENTAL
HEALTH ¢ PARKINSONS and more...

e Ostomy supplies
e Medication Therapy

¢ Incontinence Supplies
e FREE BP CHECK UP

Management ON SITE
e Fax / Copy / Metro Card e DMV Vision Test
/ FSA Card e Delivery Service

Oval Pharmacy is a community pharmacy located in the Bronx. Our objective is to serve our community with unique
OVAL P HAR MACY pharmaceutical care by offering Unit Dose Packaging, Inmunizations, Medication Therapy Management and more.

255 E. Gun Hill Road Bronx, NY 10467
Tel: 718-654-2200 Fax: 718-515-9118

Visit our website
www.ovalpharmacy.com

Like us an Oval Pharmacy
& Facebook @255 GUN HILL ROAD
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Discovering Bronx Roots in 17th Century Sweden

By JANET NORQUIST-GONZALEZ

It’s been nearly four decades since
[ last visited Sweden. In 1976 my col-
lege roommate, Elisabet, suggested
[ visit her in Stockholm. It sounded
like a good way to explore my Swedish
roots for a few months, so I gladly ac-
cepted the invitation. I ended up stay-
ing nearly two years, long enough to
fall in love with the culture.

For years after returning to the
U.S.A., I subscribed to the children’s
comic book, Bamse, to keep in touch
with the language. Would I be able to
communicate in Swedish with real
people after such a long time? I was de-
termined to try during another visit
this summer, even though, as some
people may know, all Swedes speak flu-
ent English. My patient friends helped
me to stumble through, though, and
had fun listening to my Bamsesprak.

I made Stockholm my home base,
staying with Elisabet and her husband
Thomas, and took a day trip by train
to Smaland’s Jonas Bronck Center. My
excuse for the trip was that I am an ed-
ucator for The Bronx County Histori-
cal Society. Although I would only be at
the center for a few hours, my plan was
to begin researching events surround-
ing the early life of Jonas Bronck, the
first European settler in the area now
known as the Bronx, and to network
with a few town officials and fellow
educators.

Jonas Bronck was born in 1600 in
the southern Swedish hamlet of Kom-
stad, the town most historians now ac-
cept as Bronck’s birthplace. Located
just outside of S4vsjo municipality in
Smaland, Sévsjo is like the U.S.A’s
Minnesota. It is a sparsely populated
area graced with fertile, yet stony for-
ested farmland and gleaming chains
of lakes and streams. But why would
young Jonas leave such a beautiful
place, leave his family, and make his
way out into the world?

Curt Wrigfors, a successful Swed-
ish businessman and the founder of the
Jonas Bronck Center in Sévsjo, offers
some clues. Recently retired, he has
made it his avocation to help people on
both sides of the Atlantic to know more
about Jonas Bronck. He organizes a
yearly celebration at the Center.

My destination, Savsjo Station, was
inaugurated in 1864, when the com-
munity consisted of only a few houses.
Because of the railway, carpentry and
otherwood-related industriesgrew. Mr.
Wrigfors met my train, and graciously

Photo courtesy Janet Norquist-Gonzalez
JANET NORQUIST-GONZALEZ of Norwood stands in front of a Savsjo mill site dur-
ing a trip to Sweden, birthplace of borough founder Jonas Bronck, over the summer.

took me under his wing, whisking me
off to meet with fellow history buffs
and educators. Over a typical smorgas-
bord luncheon, we shared ideas on
how to network student historical re-
search projects in Savsjo to those go-
ing on at the Bronx County Historical
Society’s Museum of Bronx History.
We discussed mapmaking, newspaper
production, quilting, theater projects,
and other possible educational means.

The Jonas Bronck Center is located
near several sites that already existed
during Jonas Bronck’s childhood. The
Center’s exhibit provides a glimpse
into the lives of people associated with
Jonas Bronck from both sides of the
ocean, then and now.

Obviously Sweden has changed
dramatically over the years, from cen-
turies of feudal oppression to a modern
social democratic system where there
is virtually no poverty or homeless-
ness. At the time of Jonas Bronck’s
childhood, however, life was in many
ways filled with turmoil for the people
of Smaland. They were surrounded
by war, famine, and oppression. The
church, feudal lords, royalty, all de-
manded impossible tributes and taxa-
tion from the poor.

While driving me around, Mr.
Wrigfors described life in Sivsjo dur-
ing Jonas Bronck’s childhood. The
area still includes the mill site where
farmers processed their grain, the

12th century Norra Ljunga Church
where young Jonas was baptized, and
the Ecksjo Court Mansion that dates
back to the 15th century.

One can visit a hill where alleged
heretics were beheaded, and a place
where religious fanatics burned
women accused of being witches, their
fates having been determined by pur-
ported eyewitness accounts extracted
from children. During this period,
Sweden was at war with Denmark,
and Danish soldiers occupied much of
southern Sweden. Jonas Bronck would
have been under pressure to choose a
side and join up. Most of Europe was in
fact on the verge of some kind of con-
flict. The Thirty Years War was about
to throw Swedish, Danish, and French
Protestantsinto abloody revolt against
German Catholic religious oppres-
sors. It seemed like an easy decision
for young Jonas to leave his homeland
and seek his fortune elsewhere.

In today’s Savsjo, Danish soldiers
no longer torment its inhabitants un-
less it is with silly jokes. It has a rustic
feel to it, and, although there are no big
tourist attractions, for a history buff,
it provides a fascinating and peaceful
vacation. It is a great place for a bicy-
cle tour. My parents did it on a tandem
bike back in 1947. There are hotels and
a lovely camping site on Sivsjo’s lake,
simple Swedish food in quaint restau-
rants, and it is close enough to Stock-

holm to make a quick day-trip of it, as
Idid.

Ifound, as in every place I visited in
Sweden, that potatoes accompany al-
most every meal, usually with a gener-
ous dollop of butter, salt and dill. Add a
portion of herring and a side of salad,
and you will have a typical Swedish
meal. My brother, John, claims that
the Swedes invented hospital food, but
I have found it a lot more interesting.
Traditional weekday specials in small
cafés might include split pea soup ac-
companied by pancakes with lingon-
berry preserves, or Swedish meatballs
with cream sauce, mashed potatoes,
pickled gherkin, also with lingonberry
preserves. A konditori will serve cof-
fee with an assortment of sandwiches,
sweets and gooey pastries, making
one wonder why obesity is so rare in
Sweden. I decided not to worry about
it. I ate kanel bullar (cinnamon buns)
and princess torte (cake swathed in
marzipan) with impunity, did a lot of
hiking as compensation, and, like any
good Swede, came home five pounds
lighter.

Editor’s Note: Janet Norquist-Gon-
zalez is a cartographer and teacher at
the Bronx County Historical Society.
She is the organist and choir director
for Epiphany Lutheran Church.

Photo courtesy Janet Norquist-Gonzalez
CURT WRIGFORS, DIRECTOR of the
Jonas Bronck Center in Savsjo, Swe-
den stands at 12th century Norra Lunga
Church where Jonas Bronck was bap-
tized.
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This building is being constructed through tax exempt bond financing and the Low Income Housing Tax Credit through NYS HFA and additional financing
from the New York City Housing Preservation and Development HOME program.

Affordable Housing for Rent

NORWOOD TERRACE APARTMENTS
56 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS at 3349 Webster Avenue, Bronx, NY

Amenities: Roof garden, recreational spaces for small meetings Transit: Subway: 2, 5, D, Metro North
and events, energy efficient utilities Bus: express SBS Bx41
No application fee. No broker’s fee.
Smoke-free building.

Individuals or households who meet the income and e 5% of units set aside for mobility-impaired applicants
Who Should household size requirements listed in the table below . 2% of units set aside for applicants with visual or
Apply? may apply. Qualified applicants will be required to meet hearing impairments
additional selection criteria. Applicants who live in New o Preference for a percentage of units goes to:
York City receive a general preference for apartments. - Residents of Bronx CB 7 (50%)
= Municipal employees (5%)
1. See the Available Units... —_ 2. View Unit Requirements
Monthly Units Annual Household
Unit Size Rent* Available Household Size** Earning***
1 bedroom $769 1 - 1 person ] $27,772 - $30,250
2 people (I ] $27,772 - $34,550
2 people I ] $33,292 - $34,550
2 bedroom $929 2 - 3 people L I ] $33,292 - $38,850
4 people I ] $33,292 - $43,150
1 bedroom $931 16 = 1 person ] $33,326 - $36,300
2 people L I ] $33,326 - $41,460
2 people tt $39,978 - $41,460
2 bedroom $1,124 35 - 3 people [ I I ] $39,978 - $46,620
4 people [ I I B | $39,978 - $51,780
‘5‘ pe°p:e L $46,183 - $51,780
3 bedroom $1,292 2 - people tetee $46,183 - $55,980
Gpeople g g 4 4 ¢t ¢
$46,183 - $60,120
* Rent includes gas for ** Household size includes *** Household earnings includes salary,
cooking and heating. everyone who will live with you, hourly wages, tips, Social Security,
including parents and children. child support, and other income for
Subject to occupancy criteria. household members. Income
guidelines subject to change.
How Do You Apply? Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to: www.nyc.gov/housingconnect . To request an

application by mail, send a self-addressed envelope to: Norwood Terrace Apartments 1357 Broadway
Box 309 NY, NY 10018. Only send one application per development. Do not submit duplicate applications.
Do not apply online and also send in a paper application. Applicants who submit more than one application
may be disqualified.

When is the Deadline? Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than November 30, 2015. Late applications will not
be considered.

What Happens After After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you
You Submit an appear to qualify, you will be invited to an interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility.
Application? Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months after the application deadline. You will be asked to bring

documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, and your household income.

Espafol Para recibir una traducciéon de este anuncio vy la aplicacién en espafiol, envie un sobre con su direcciéon a Norwood Terrace
Apartments 1357 Broadway Box 309 NY, NY 10018. En la parte posterior del sobre, escribir en inglés la palabra
"SPANISH". Las solicitudes llenas deben enviarse por correo a mas tardar el 30 de noviembre 2015

feaj sz 25 IR SR ) R R AR i b ORI E, KR [ETRE 3 R i% F): Norwood Terrace Apartments 1357 Broadway Box 309 NY, NY
10018. {EAE(SE T 5 5 DL iR “CHINESE”. BUS 4F [\ FR % R4 Z07E 20165811 H30H 24 R B Wi N ai M #K o

s=04 Ol Z2 =20 AMAEAMO CHSE BH=20] HAES ZOotEAIAH BHEE =25 ENorwood Terrace Apartments 1357 Broadway Box
309 NY, NY 10018. (2)Z EUHFEAIL. S5 FH0 “KOREAN'O|2IL]) A2 HOFUAI. HEE M AMHle =S
2015E 112130 NtXI2] &M 410 &S JA0I0F & LICEH

Kr(_a'yo_l Pou resevwa yon tradiksyon reklam sa a ak aplikasyon an nan lang, voye anvlop ki gen adrés pou retounen li a nan
Ayisyien Norwood Terrace Apartments 1357 Broadway Box 309 NY, NY 10018. Deye anvlop la, ekri mo, “HAITIAN CREOLE” nan
lang Anglé. Ou dwe tenbre aplikasyon ou ranpli yo anvan dat_Novanm 30, 2015.

Ona nonyyeHnsa AaHHOro o6 bABMEHNA U 3aaBAEeHUA Ha PYCCKOM SA3blke OTrnpaBbTe KOHBEPT C O6bpaTHbIM agpecoMm Mo
appecy: Norwood Terrace Apartments 1357 Broadway Box 309 NY, NY 10018. Ha 3agHen cTOpoHe KOHBepTa HanMwuTte
croBo “RUSSIAN” Ha aHIMMMINWCKOM sA3blke. 3anofiHEHHbIe 3asiBIeHUs1 AOIMKHbl ObITb OTNpPaBrieHbl Mo nodte He no3aHee 30

HOosAGpbL 2015

Pycckun

Governor Andrew Cuomo
7 e yoRK Homes amd NYS HCR Commissioner/CEO James S. Rubin

ErAAL g e | ' Mayor Bill de Blasio
é o Lo 7
'Eﬂ-lﬂrnl.llll:l:'lf Hﬂrﬂl‘lﬂlﬂl :Iug.ﬂhu_- HPD Commissioner Vicki Been

www.nvc.aov/housinaconnect
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No Injuries iIn
Bedford Pk. Blaze

Photo by David Cruz
IT’S STILL UNCLEAR what caused an apartment to go up in flames at a Bed-
ford Park building, which sent tenants rushing out of the building. FDNY Captain
Dominic Caleri told the Norwood News the fire began on the fifth floor at 2701
Grand Concourse just before 2 p.m. on Oct. 6. Nine fire trucks rushed to the
scene, finding tenants waiting outside as crews knocked out the fire. One truck
utilized its turntable ladder to reach the roof of the building to put out the blaze.
Caleri pointed out that no one was in the apartment.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROPERTY SERVICES CORF.. AMO*

A COMPREHEMSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE ORGANIZATION

1601 Bronxdale Avenue = Brono, MY 10462 « T 718 308 8000 « P 718 318 8383
W, LA SOty SErvICEs. com

‘Gainbridge is a wonderful place,

I have many friends and I get to socialize.
Why should | stay home alone
when I have a family here? ©
- Registrant since 1996

We would like to invite you to our

Opren touse!

This Monday & Thursday,
9:00 am — 1:00 pm

Find out how you or a loved one
can take part in our
Day Health Care Program in a

warm, caring, & nurturing environment.

B BAINBRIDGE

SERVICES:

* Nursing, Medical Care
and Health Monitoring

* Case Management and

Coordination

* Therapy Services
(physical, occupational,
speech)

* Breakfast, Snacks, and
Lunch provided daily

* Fun activities and trips

* Free Wi-Fi and access to

computers

Free Door-to-door
TRANSPORTATION!

Se habla espafiol
MbI roBopym no pyccku

(/B BAINBRIDGE ~ RSVP Conted
4 ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE CENTER Adriana Garcia
3518 Bainbridge Avenue ° Bronx, New York 10467

Tel: (718) 653-2273 - Fax: (718) 882-6610

www.BainbridgeDayCares.com « info@BainbridgeDayCares.com
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At K2 Summit, Talk of Legislation and More Resources to Combat Drug

By ADEDAMOLA AGBOOLA

The Bronx held its first K2 summit
last week with lawmakers and top law
enforcement and health officials from
all around the state in attendance.

NYPD, DEA, FBI and other federal
and local officials convened at Jacobi
Medical Center to discuss the grow-
ing concern and ways in which the
sale and usage of synthetic marijuana,
more commonly known as K2, in New
York can be tackled.

With nearly 700 emergency room
visits in recent months, usage of K2
has been described as a new health ep-
idemic. The forum’s aim was to come
up with a coalition and a plan to curb
K2 use.

The median age of users is 37 years
old and 99 percent of people who go
into the ER are 18 years and over, ac-
cording to the data presented by Mary
Travis Bassett, the New York City
Health and Human Services commis-
sioner. There has also been some 4,500
K2related visits to hospital emergency
rooms around the city. Bassett noted a
major spike in ER visits occurred over
the summer.

K2 or Spice mixes herbs, plants and
spices which are then sprayed with
synthetic chemicals just like mari-
juana.

Law enforcement officials also
voiced concerns and complaints about
the detection of and inability to prose-
cute perpetrators selling the synthetic
opioids. K2, also known by drug coun-
selors as the “loophole” drug, is often
used with other substances making its
detection difficult, explained Joshua
Vinciguerra, the director of the Bu-
reau of Narcotic Enforcement. He
added that local law enforcement agen-
cies lacked the capabilities to test for
K2 chemicals making it easy for users
to beat a drug test.

The New York City Sheriff’s Depart-
ment tasked to combat the widespread
usage and sale of the drug is working
to deter its sale. Emergency room vis-
its has since dropped 28 percent. Sher-
iff Joe Fucito noted there’ll be a drop
in storeowners selling for a bit, though
it’s also dealing online sales of K2,
which are unregulated. Vinciguerra
worries dealers will raise the bar of
distribution by making street deals.
This can add a layer of red tape since
possession of K2 is not a prosecutorial
crime.

Currently, the Sheriff’s Department
under the direction of the Department
of Consumer Affairs can execute ar-

Photo courtesy NYPD

THE NYPD SEIZED two million packets of synthetic marijuana during a bust in Sound-
view on Sept. 24, the latest major takedown of the drug.

rest warrants and enforce tax levies on
the sale of tobacco. Since punishment
of K2 use comes down to a ticket viola-
tion, a strategy being used by the Sher-
iff’s Department is to search for stores
selling untaxed cigarettes, said Fucito.
Often times, K2 is almost always dis-
covered.

K2 is currently a violation of the

state’s sanitary code, a minor offense
that carries up to 15 days in jail and up
to a $1500 fine.

Proposed solutions by elected,
health and law enforcement officials
during the meeting include but are not
limited to:

* The amendment of the law to

make the sale of K2 a crime/felony.

» Creation of an analog system that
allows federal agencies to track
the many different chemicals be-
ing sprayed on K2 leaves.

« The ability to alter the criminal-
ization of possession of different
chemicals being used in the cre-
ation of drugs.

 Legislation to criminalize all
analogous chemicals put into the
colorful K2 packets.

» Legislation to increase penalties
for stores that continue to peddle
synthetic marijuana.

» Support for law enforcement of-
ficials through new laws and fund-
ing for street testing Kkits.

» Eliminate the incentive for bode-
gas to sell K2 by revoking alcohol
and tobacco license on the first
strike.

» Change in packaging and prop-
erly labeling the K2 manufac-
turer’s name listed, making it a
violation worthy of prosecution for
bodegas.

» More resources such as wiretaps
available for large narcotics inves-
tigation.

Recent investigations by the DEA,
NYPD, Homeland Security Investiga-
tions and the Sheriff’s office yielded
two major busts of five facilities hold-
ing 200 kilograms of chemicals and
270,000 packets of K2 worth an esti-
mate $30 million.

She Church o The Holy Natisity

3061 Bainbridge A-

|

enlee * Bron i,
invife You To Their

WY 10467 » 7 652-5853

[15th Auniversary Dinner & Dance

Friday, November 6th, 2015

Ticket Donation

Adults $60 » Couple $110 » Children under 12 $30
Cocktail Hour 8:00 pm

Contact: 646-326-3595 » 914-494-3412
f18-517-0443 - 917-208-3207 - 646-404-4979
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MTA Clears $$$
For Bronx Metro-
North Expansion

The plan to bring four new Metro-
North stations to the East Bronx has
been finally financed following a deal
struck between city and state officials
on Oct. 10.

The Penn Station Access project,
championed by borough lawmak-
ers, will see four stations built on
already existing track that crosses
through the neighborhoods of Hunts
Point, Parkchester, Morris Park, and
Co-Op City. The rails will snake along
Amtrak’s Hell’'s Gate Line and into
Manhattan’s Penn Station when built,
cutting commuter times, according to
MTA officials. Total cost of the project
is reportedly estimated at $350 million.
Construction of the project will begin
only after the completion of the East
Side Access project, which will offer
Long Island Railroad riders direct ac-
cess into Grand Central Terminal. An
environmental review of the Penn Sta-
tion Access project is expected in 2017.

Funding is part of the five-year,
$29.1 billion Capital Funding Plan by
the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority, the largest in the Authority’s
history. The city and state, fueled by
Mayor Bill de Blasio and Governor An-
drew Cuomo, were at odds over how
much funding each government level
should allocate. In the end, the city al-
located $2.5 billion while the state ear-
marked $8.3 billion.

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.,
who released a report on the financial
benefits of the East Side Access project,
deemed it to be “the most significant
infrastructure improvement our bor-
ough has seen in decades.”

--David Cruz

Rendering courtesy MTA
ARTIST’S RENDERING OF Co-Op City
Station.

Photo courtesy Friends of Mosholu Parkland

THIS NEIGHBOR (RIGHT) chats with two representatives from Partnership for Parks on hand at an interactive visioning session

at Kossuth Playground.

Shaping a Fresh Vision for Kossuth Playground

By DAVID CRUZ

Determining Kossuth Play-
ground’s destiny came with plenty
of help from neighbors, who
pitched ideas to Friends of Mosh-
olu Parkland on how to better the
playground.

The interactive visioning ses-
sion, held at the park Oct. 10, fea-
tured arts and crafts, charts and
other visual aids to encourage an
exchange of ideas. The 85-year-
old playground, equipped with a
jungle gym, basketball court and
sprinkler system, is the only rec-
reational space along the leafy
roadway. The span connects driv-
ers from the Bronx River Parkway
to several Norwood/Bedford Park
side streets and the Saw Mill River
Parkway.

In March, community stake-

Photo courtesy Friends of Mosholu Parkland
ELIZABETH QUARANTA, PRESIDENT
of Friends of Mosholu Parkland (l), shares
a moment with Bronx Parks Commission-
er Iris Rodriguez (r).

holders and cultural institutions
reignited interest to revitalize the
aging roadway. The visioning plan

for Kossuth Playground is part of
thatlarger goal of improving condi-
tions at the parkway, which hasn’t
seen any revitalization efforts take
place there in decades.

Friends of Mosholu Parkland,
which spent months preparing for
the event, received help from Peo-
ple Make Parks, a program under
the City Parks Foundation that col-
laborates with volunteer park ad-
vocates across the city. The hope,
according to organizers, is to cob-
ble the neighborhood’s wants and
needs and draft them into a formal
plan for lawmakers. But the plan
isn’t a guarantee towards capi-
tal funding for the park improve-
ments, though it stands to present
a clear and organized plan for park
improvements should funding
come through.
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(continued from page 1)

the building that holds the post office.
While there has been no official state-
ment that the new owner will build on
that location, the high price paid for
the building, $1.5 million according to
financial documents reviewed by the
Norwood News, suggests that the prop-
erty has the potential to be a major de-
velopment project.

If the current post office location
were to close, the increasing popula-
tion of that neighborhood and the busi-
nesses that serve them will be at a loss
and forced to travel to another neigh-
borhood to access vital mail services.
The nearest post office is on the other
side of Mosholu Parkway, at 3102 Deca-
tur Ave., a half-mile from the Webster
Avenue site.

Postmaster Visits BMCA

On Oct. 7, Lilliam Rodriguez, the
postmaster for the Bronx, visited the
Bedford-Mosholu Community Associa-
tion to respond to the community’s con-
cerns about the possible closing of that
branch. “We have no intentions of going
anywhere,” Rodriguez told the group.

Even so, Barbara Stronczer, presi-

Bedford Park Postal Woes

dent of the Bedford-Mosholu Commu-
nity Association, told the postmaster
that her group had already found alter-
native spaces for the post office to move
to should it come to that. “Most of the
people in Bedford Park use the post of-
fice,” Stronczer told the Norwood News,
noting that there are three senior com-
plexes in the area and two more in the
planning stage. She recalled the fight
to keep the branch back in 2009. “We’re
ready to do that again if necessary to
keep it in Bedford Park.”

The current lease for the branch ex-
pires June 2016. When the post office
renegotiates the lease, they will be do-
ing so with a new owner. In January of
2014, Andrew Maniglia purchased the
property through a limited liability
company called North Central Bronx
Real Estate, LL.C. Maniglia has connec-
tions with a Westchester County devel-
opment firm called Ginsburg Develop-
ment Companies, according to an email
address tied to Maniglia. The group
has been in the residential real estate
business for decades, building mostly
luxury apartment buildings in Haver-
straw and Wallkill, NY. A request for
comment from Maniglia was not an-

swered by press time.

Maniglia and North Central Bronx
Real Estate, LLC have been seeking to
buy a number of properties along Web-
ster Avenue since 2013. In addition to
the post office property, they also pur-
chased a lot down the street at 2993
Webster Ave. from Julio Nunez, who op-
erated Nunez Auto General Mechanic
that’s wedged among the buildings of
the Bedford Park Manor apartment
complex developed by The Stagg Group.
Nunez sold the property to Maniglia for
$1.5 million, despite an assessed value
of only $70,200, according to the trans-
fer of deed filing.

When Nufiez made the sale he said
he entered into a three-year lease with
the new owners to continue operating
his business at the same location. But
the lease will expire in February 2016
and Nunez said he was not offered a re-
newal yet. Last month he relocated his
business to Park Avenue between East
181st and East 182nd streets in Belmont.
“I didn’t want to move from there,” he
told the Norwood News. “It’s a good lo-
cation there.”

Nunez suspected that the new own-
ers have big plans for the location. “I

imagine they will build a building
there like they did next to it,” he said,
referencing Bedford Park Manor.

The trio of buildings opened in April
of this year, and is viewed as a template
for major developments along the Web-
ster Avenue corridor. That property
was the first on the block to break the
million-dollar mark back in 2012 when
it sold for $1,082,142.

In addition to the two properties
that North Central Bronx Real Estate,
LLC purchased outright, they also
paid $150,000 in May 2013 to secure a
right of first refusal on the two prop-
erties in between the post office and
the Bedford Park Manor apartments.
This deal gives the group the right to
buy those properties from the current
owner should they decide to sell within
the next five years, with the option to
extend that agreement for another five
years at an additional $150,000.

While the developer’s intentions for
the properties on Webster Avenue are
not publicly known, their attempt to
buy up a string of contiguous proper-
ties there indicates an intention to de-
velop, leaving the post office option up
in the air.

CARDINAL SPELLMAN
HIG

WHERE BOYS AND GIRLS WITH DREAMS BECOME MEN AND WOMEN OF VISION

and Elective Courses

e 13-Acre Campus

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 25, 2015
11:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.

One Cardinal Spellman Place, Bronx, NY 10466
TACHS CODE 303

e Co-educational, Roman Catholic, College Preparatory High School
(accredited by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools
and the NYS Board of Regents)

e College Credit, Advanced Placement, Regents, Honors

e SMART Boards and Computer Labs — Wireless Internet Access

o Two All-Weather Athletic Fields and Track

* Wide Range of Sports, Clubs and Activities

e Free Tutoring Provided by National Honor Society
e Homework Assignments Emailed Daily

e Student Grades Available Online

e Easily Accessible by Car and Public Transportation
(Trains #2,4,5,6; Buses: Bx 16, 30, 31, Bee Line 60 and 61)

ONE CARDINAL SPELLMAN PLACE
BRONX, NEW YORK 10466
718-881-8000 EXT. 206
WWW.CARDINALSPELLMAN.ORG
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PUMPKIN

Wednesday, November 4, 3:30pm-5:30pm (rain or shine)
Lehman College » 250 Bedford Park Blvd West « Bronx, NY 10468

Bring Pumpkins, Jack-o-Lanterns, and Gourds
for a Smashing Good Time!
You smash them-and the NYC Compost Project will
turn them into compost for City parks and green spaces.
Join us for refreshments, raffles, and more!

Can’t make it? Bring your pumpkins to a food scrap drop-off site.
For a map, visit on.nyc.gov/foodscrap-dropoffs.

#pumpkinsmash2015

T o ﬁ i y.nyc.gov
: m M L E H M A N nyc.gov/compostproject
=" Compost Project COLLEGE 3 (2 W I3 NYC Recycles

Jerome-Gun Hiro

Hapsimiews Fmpeoyenscnl TR ricl

/JGHBIZ

BIG SAVINGS

THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!
COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND

Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to
Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue
1 L
Discover the Stores, Quality Service
= and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill
Business Improvement District.
Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!
All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment
Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946
for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

NEIGHBORHOOD NO'

Poetry Workshop
The Mosholu Library, 285 E.
205th St., offers a free six-week po-
etry workshop Saturdays through
Nov. 14, from 10:30 a.m. to noon. For

more information or to register,
call (718) 882-8239.

Gifted & Talented Exams
in having
their kindergarten, first, second

Parents interested
or third grade children take the
Gifted and Talented exam can sub-
mit a request online at https://prod.
semsnycdoe.com/parentsite/, in
person at their school, or at a Fam-
ily Welcome Center until Nov. 9. An
information session will take place
at the Theodore Roosevelt Educa-
tional Campus, 500 E. Fordham Rd.,
on Oct. 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 935-2009.
CHAM Story Time

The Children’s Hospital at Mon-
tefiore, 3415 Bainbridge Ave., upper
lobby, invites children from pre-K
to age four to be registered for story
time at the Family Learning Cen-
ter, Oct. 23 at 10 a.m. Refreshments
will be provided. Registration is
required; only 25 children will be
allowed to participate. For more in-
formation or to register, call (718)
741-2357 or email flp@montefiore.
org.

Student Essay Contest

Cablevision invites students
from 6th to 12th grades to submit an
essay up to 500 words that names a
Latino, past or present, with whom
they would spend a day, and explain-
ing why. Essays can be emailed to

4PM

BIG RAFFLE & 50/30 DRAWING  *

.

edinfo@cablevision.com, or Cable-
vision: Attention Optimum Com-
munity, 1111 Stewart Ave., Beth-
page, NY 11714. Grand prize is a
$2500 cash scholarship. Submission
deadline is Nov. 2. For more infor-
mation, call (516) 803-2351.
Norwood Terrace Applications

Applications are available for af-
fordable housing for low-income in-
dividuals wanting to secure housing
at 3349 Webster Ave. Apply online
or through mail. To apply online, go
to www.nyc.gov/housingconnect. To
request an application by mail, send
a self-addressed stamped envelope to
Norwood Terrace Apartments, 1357
Broadway, Box 309, New York, NY
10018. Only send one application per
development. Donot submit duplicate
applications. Do not apply online and
also send in a paper application. Ap-
plicants who submit more than one
application may be disqualified.

Photo Club Meet-up

The New York Botanical/Zoologi-
cal Photographic Society meets Sat-
urday mornings at 9:45 a.m., through
June, at the Fordham Preparatory
School, Room 243 on the Fordham
University Rose Hill Campus, 441 E.
Fordham Rd. Photographers can im-
prove their skills, show their work,
receive instruction, and attend
workshops, photo shoots, and compe-
titions. Admission is free. For more
information, call (718) 543-3115.

To submit items for Neighborhood
Notes,
org, subject line
Notes.”

email dcruz@norwoodnews.
“Neighborhood

Bedford Park Congregational Church
Corner 201st St. & Bainbridge Ave. Bronx, NY

ANNUAL FUN FAIR
& FLEA MARKET
Sat. Oct. 24 1lam-4pm
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Professional Directory

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue,
Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467

Ages 0to 21 years

General Practice, Obesity,

Asthma, ADHD

Same-Day Appointment
Every Day!
(718) 881-8999

Laptop overheats,
cracked screen,
broken power jack,
virus removal,
data recovery.

(718) 324-4332.

Upgrade, troubleshooting:

Call James (646) 281-4475,

Epiphany Lutheran Church - A PLACE OF GRACE
IN NORWOOD - 3061 Bainbridge Ave., Bronx, NY
Phone: (718) 652-6839  Website: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP Sundays at noon; BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP Fridays and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

e 'ﬂ'i #& Kancellas Travel & Tours

We invite you to se see a live show of Miracle of Christrmas at Sight
& South Theater in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

Saturday, November, 14 $169.00 per person
Shopping at Tanger Outlet Malls. All you can eat lunch buffet at

Plain & Fancy Restaurant
Depart from Queens at 8 a.m. and Bronx at 8:45 a.m.

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL:

J. CANCELA (347) 405-2017
EDDIE ROSA (718) 757-5485
s = o T s T

3 B MNCSRE
SRR G B
RIS -

| -

HELP WANTED

District Manager: Position available at Bronx Community Board #7.
Description and requirements are available at www.BronxCB?7.info.
Send resume to: Search Committee, Bronx Community Board #7,
229A E. 204th St., Bronx, NY 10458.

SERVICES AVAILABLE

Tutor available: Be prepared and pass your GED. You will receive
tutoring and reading comprehension, essay composition, and basic
math instruction. Small groups and one-on-one tutoring available.
Affordable rates. Call Judith at (212) 252-2033 or (646) 721-8119.

- [ . ,’lr'?_:.;:;,__'_{ 4> T, )
L ¥ - B e iR o
' Of"?’ = SR R S

3200 Grand Concourse - (718) 561-3200 - Metrourgicare.com

Grand Opening Event

October 21, 2015

“-—-ﬁ.

From 11am - 4pm

Please join us for the Grand Opening of our newest Urgent Care Center

Free Blood Pressure screenings and Free giveaways
*While supplies last

Services Provided Include:

Accidents and Falls

Allergic Reactions

Asthma Attacks or Wheezing

Cuts, Insect Bites, Lacerations, Minor Burns,
Open wounds, Rashes, Scrapes

Flu Immunization

Nose Bleeds

Dehydration (Requiring IV Hydration)
Ear Aches, Ear Infections

Headaches and Migraines
Immunizations and Vaccinations

Cholesterol, Diabetes and Thyroid Screenings

Physical Exams: Annual, School and Sports

Severe Abdominal Pain

STD Screening (AIDSHIV)

Stomach Flu/Virus h
Urinary Tract Infection
On Site X-Ray
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Out&&About

Compiled by JUDY NOY

EDITOR’S PICK

Tour de Bronx

The Bronx Tourism Council and the Office of the Bronx Borough President invite
the public to the 21st Annual Tour de Bronx, to bike ride 25 or 40 miles and

explore Bronx neighborhoods, historic districts, and beautiful waterfronts, Oct.
25, ending at the New York Botanical Garden, with live music and light snacks.
Check in at 9 a.m. at the Bronx County Building, 851 Grand Concourse (161st
Street). The Department of Transportation will fit and distribute free bicycle
helmets from 8 a.m. to noon while supplies last. Riders must sign a waiver.
Participants 17 or younger must be accompanied by a parent or guardian, who
must sign a waiver. For more information or to register, visit www.|LoveTheBronx.
com.

onStage Bronx Arts Ensemble presents classical

music, performed by trio, Oct. 18 at 3
p.m. in the home of Dr. Judy Gurland,
3117 Palisade Ave. ($25). For more
information, call (I718) 601-7399.

Williamsbridge Oval presents free

performance of Shakespeare’s “Comedy
of Errors,” Oct. 24, 1 to 3 p.m. For more
information, call (718) 543-8672 ext. 307.

Bronx Academy of Arts and Dance
(BAAD), 2474 Westchester Ave. (near
Westchester Square), presents Consider
Water, featuring dancer, Oct. 17; and
Bombazo Dance Company, featuring
dance and drum ensemble, Oct. 24
(both at 8 p.m.; each $20). For more
information, call (718) 918-2110.

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E.
Kingsbridge Rd., presents A Musical
Tribute to Sam Cooke, featuring Cooke
classics, Oct. 17 at 2:30 p.m.; and The
Rafael Hernandez Music Festival 2015,
featuring Latin performers, Oct. 18 at 2
p.m. For more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org.

The Bedford Park Congregational

Lehman Center for the Performing Arts,
250 Bedford Pk. Blvd., W., presents
Noche de Salseros, Oct. 17 at 8

p.m. Tickets are $45 to $60. For more
information, call (718) 960-8833 or visit
www.LehmanCenter.org.

Hostos Center for the Arts & Culture,

450 Grand Concourse, presents Arturo
O’Farrill and the Afro Latin Jazz
Orchestra, Oct. 17 at 7:30 p.m., in the
main theatre, featuring an all-Cuban
concert (tickets: $25/orch; $20/mezz; and
$10/students and under 18); and The
Dali Quartet, Oct. 20 at 7 p.m., in the
Repertory Theatre, featuring classical and
Latin music (tickets: $10; $5/ students
and under 18). Shows are subject to
change. For more information, call (718)
518-4455 or visit www.hostoscenter.org.

A LOOK AT last year’s Tour de Bronx, which drew thousands of cycling enthusiasts.
File photo courtesy Montefiore Medical Center

Photo courtesy Wave Hill/Joshua Bright
THE ANNUAL HONEYBEE weekend event at Wave Hill is one of the more highly
anticipated fall traditions.

Church, 309 E. 201st St. (Bainbridge
Avenue), hosts Fun Fair and Flea
Market, Oct. 24 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
including a raffle and food. For more
information, call (718) 733-3199.

Courts, Jerome Avenue and East 233rd
Street. Walking schedule is Tuesdays
and Thursdays and yoga schedule is
Mondays and Wednesdays; both at 9
am. For more information, call (718) 760-
6999.

Williamsbridge Oval presents The Hearts
and Health of Zumba, Oct. 23, 6:30

to 7:30 p.m., a zumba aerobic dance
workout class. For more information, call
(718) 543-8672.

The Woodlawn Conservancy presents
Unlocking Mausoleum Interiors,

Oct. 18 at 4 p.m. a free tour to visit
mausoleums (enter cemetery at Jerome
Avenue entrance); and The Transit
Museum’s Nostalgia Train Comes

to Woodlawn, to ride a WWI-era IRT
subway car from Grand Central Station
to Woodlawn ($35), Oct. 24 at 4 p.m.

City Parks Foundation offers seniors
free fitness classes including yoga
and fitness walking through Oct. 30, at
Van Cortlandt Park’s Woodlawn Tennis

WOODLAWN
CONSERVANCY

presents:

Movie in the Chapel
The Book of Life g

A FREE event inside Woolworth Chapel on November 1st.

1pm - Dia de los Muertos Graft Activities
2pm - Movie Screening

3:45pm - Tour of Woodlawn

Registration required! i t s |

Event held at Woolworth Chapel within
The Woodlawn Cemetery, a National
Historic Landmark. Arrive at Jerome
Avenue entrance at Jerome and
Bainbridge Avenues. Parking availahle on
site. Visit woodlawnconservancy.org for
more information and to register.
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(bring picnic lunch and a flashlight). Train
returns at 9 p.m. For more information,
call (718) 920-1469.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W.
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family
Art Projects: Be a Bee, to wear wings,
antennae, pollen cup and kazoo, then
join a parade at 12:30 p.m. and dance,
Oct. 17 and 18; and Tiny Terrariums,
to create a mini terrarium in a recycled
glass jar, Oct. 24 and 25; both in WH
House from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Also
scheduled is Honey Weekend: Oct.
17 and 18: Tastings: 11 a.m. to 4
p.m., in the Perkins Visitor Center;
Extractions Demo: 12:30, 1:30,

2:30 p.m., in the Ecology Building;
and Hives and Honey Info: to try on
gear and peer into empty hive, 1 to

3 p.m., in the Perkins Visitor Center.

In addition will be Bohemian Trio:
concert, performing jazz and Afro-
Cuban rhythms ($28/adults, $22/WH
member; $15/ages 8 to 18; $12/WH
member, Oct.25 at 2 p.m. Grounds
admission is free until noon Saturdays
and Tuesdays all year. For more
information and a schedule of events
including tours and walks, call (718)
549-3200.

Library Events

The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge
Rd., presents the following events for children:
Hands-on Projects at 4 p.m. (ages 7 to

12; preregistration required): Spooky Coffin
Making, Oct. 15; Pumpkin Bag Making, Oct.
22; and Black Cat Making, Oct. 29; and “The
Frog Prince” (ages 3 to 12), presented by

i Loa
g PR
File Photo

A TREASURE TROVE of items await at the Bedford Congregational Church Fun Fair and Flea Market.

Puppets to Go, Oct. 17 at 2 p.m. Adults can
attend: Microsoft Word 2010 for Beginners:
Oct. 20 at 6 p.m.; (requires in-person advance
registration). For more information, call (718)
579-4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org.

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th St., offers
for children: Hoot and Halloween: (ages to

12 years), interactive musical, Oct. 23 at 3:15
p.m. Teens/young adults can enjoy: film, “The
Nightmare Before Christmas,” Oct. 24 at 1:30
p.m. Adults can attend: Beaded Jewelry at 11
a.m.: (bring your materials), Oct. 15, 22 and 29;

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames Place (near
Kingsbridge Road), offers for kids: Kids Get
Active Fridays at 3 p.m.: (ages 5 to 12), dance
and zumba, Oct. 16 and 23; Kids Pajama Party:
(ages 18 months to 12 years), crafts and read
aloud, Oct. 19 at 6 p.m.; Super Cool Science:
(ages 5 to 12), hands-on experiments, Oct. 20

and Free Computer Classes: to learn email and
basic computer information, Wednesdays, 10:30
to 11:30 a.m. For more information, call (718)
882-8239.

at 4 p.m.; and Pumpkins to Jack O’Lanterns:
(ages 5 to 12), arts and crafts and songs, Oct.
26 at 4 p.m. Teens/young adults can enjoy
Create Goth Jewelry: (materials provided), Oct.
28 at 3:30 p.m. Adults can attend Computer
Basics at noon: Oct. 15, 22 and 29. For more
information, call (718) 549-5200.

NOTE: /tems for consideration may be mailed
to our office or sent to norwoodnews@
norwoodnews.org, and should be received
by Oct. 19 for the next publication date of

Oct. 29.
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HOMEBASE

Homeless Prevention Network

HELPUSA HomeBase II
1780 Grand Concourse
Bronx, NY 10457
(347) 226-4540 ext. 100

HomeBase may be able to help vou! Call NOW!

-Do you owe rent?

-Are you about to be evicted?

-Has your Landlord taken you to Housing Court?

-Do you need help paying rent you owe or utility bills?

-Short term financial assistance for those who qualify.

Homebase le podria ayudar! Llame Ahora!

-Debe usted renta?
-Estas a punto de ser desalojado?
-Lo ha llevado su arrendador a la Corte de Vivienda?

-Necesita usted ayuda con su renta o pago de utilidades?

-Asistencia financier a corto plazo para aquellos que cualifican,

Homes. Jobs. and Services for America’s Homeless

HELPUSA HomeBase Il Satellite
1981 Sedgwick Ave
Bronx, NY 10453
(718) 215-6453 ext.2200
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