
By DAVID CRUZ 
The cluster of tenants 

chatted amongst them-
selves inside 3013 Valen-
tine Ave., a seven-story 
building in Bedford Park. 
They stood inside the lobby 
decked in thick sweatshirts 
and layers, wondering just 
when sufficient heat will 
return to their apartments. 

It’s a new normal for 
these tenants. And in Pel-
ham Parkway, five build-
ings endure similar heat 
conditions as 3013 Valen-
tine Ave. The same goes for 
12 other buildings in Bed-
ford Park, five in Norwood, 
two in Kingsbridge Heights 
and Pelham Bay respec-
tively, three in University 

Heights and Edenwald, and 
one each in Fordham, Mor-
risania and Van Cortlandt 
Village.

Linking these buildings, 
and the thousands of ten-
ants residing there, is The 
Related Cos., which pur-
chased the buildings, 36 
in all, for $253 million last 
year. A multi-billion dollar 

development firm with proj-
ects that include the Bronx 
Terminal Market mall and 
Equinox Fitness gym chain, 
The Related Cos. partnered 
with the city Pension Fund 
to purchase the properties. 

A coalition of tenants, 
housing advocates and lo-
cal Community Board 7 has 
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3013 VALENTINE AVE. (pictured) at 202nd street, in Bedford Park, is part of a portfolio of properties purchased last year by The Related 
Companies. The building has experienced a drop in quality of life, according to tenants.
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Public and Community Meetings

IDNYC Kicks Off at Bronx Library Center 
By KIMBERLY JACOBS

 As a way to promote the city’s new 
municipal ID program dubbed IDNYC, 
a kickoff event was held at the Bronx 
Library Center at 310 E. Kingsbridge 
Rd., the  second most visited library 
in New York City behind the mid-Man-
hattan branch on 42nd Street and Fifth 
Avenue in Manhattan. 

The Bronx Library Center will 
serve as a hub for residents to have 
their application appointment for the 
ID. Appointments can be made online 
at www.nyc.gov/idnyc, which includes 
a rundown of the proper documents 
needed to obtain the ID. Above all, 
proof of identity and residency (a bill, 
for example, qualifies as an accept-
able document) are required. The city 
utilizes a point system to approve ap-
plicants for the free card - three docu-
ments verifying identification, one to 
prove New York residency. 

At a news conference on Jan. 23, of-
ficials listed the benefits of having the 
card, largely intended for everyone re-
gardless of immigration status, sex, or 
age. Officials talked of the program on 
pragmatic terms--having the proper 
identification in New York City. But 
many also listed its overall intent of 
creating a sense of proof of identity for 
those who don’t have one.  

 “The simple fact is without an ID 
in this town or anywhere in America, 
you can be treated as a non-person, and 
everyone is a person,” said Tony Marx, 
New York Public Library president.

This program has been largely tar-
geted toward non-documented immi-
grants, but is open for every resident 
including homeless, seniors, LGBT, 
and those who don’t drive.  

“This is very much about solidify-
ing and validating every New Yorker, 
having people come out of the shadows 
and being fully integrated into soci-
ety, and into the fabric of our beautiful 

city,” said Melissa Mark-Viverito, New 
York City Council Speaker, who lent 
support to the program launched sev-
eral months ago by Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio. Councilman Ritchie Torres, whose 
district overlaps with the Bronx Li-
brary Center, also touted the benefits.      

The stigma in lacking proper ID has 
often kept residents from taking advan-
tage of simple amenities such as open-
ing a bank account. The ID clears that 
hurdle, said officials. They can also 
benefit from visiting over 30 cultural 
institutions around the five boroughs, 
free for one year, including the Bronx 
Zoo, the New York Botanical Garden, 
and Wave Hill Public Garden and Cul-
tural Center. Along with visiting cul-
tural institutions there are discounts 
for movie tickets along with health and 

wellness centers. Cardholders can use 
the ID as a library card, and is hon-
ored as a form of identification by all 
city agencies and office buildings. The 
card is not valid for traveling or at fed-
eral agencies.

“To me, more than the tangible 
benefits that matters the most is the 
intangible value of a municipal ID. It’s 
the sense of validation,” said Torres. 
“That feeling of validation is the most 
gratifying part of this celebration.” 

Since the launch of this program 
on Jan. 15, roughly 60,000 people have 
signed up and over 100,000 have sched-
uled appointments. Demand has been 
so high, city officials are looking to 
streamline the process because the 
earliest appointment dates are in Au-
gust.  

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 will hold its general board meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at Scott Towers, 3400 Paul Ave., 
at 6:30 p.m. CB7 committees are held on the following dates at the board office, 229A E. 204th St., at 6:30 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted: Public Safety & Quality of Life meets Feb. 5; Environment & Sanitation meets Feb. 10; Economic 
Development meets Feb. 11; Community Relations/Long Term Planning meets Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m; Traffic & Trans-
portation meets Feb. 12; and Housing/Land Use & Zoning meets Feb. 18. For more information, call the Board office 
at (718) 933-5650. 

Photo by Kimberly Jacobs

OFFICIALS ANNOUNCE THAT the Bronx Library Center, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd., will 
be the borough’s main registration site for the city’s new IDNYC program.
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Fordham Hill Shareholders Consider Lawsuit 

Accounting I Baking & Pastry I Business Management I Criminal Justice I Culinary Arts I Early Childhood Education I Health Services Administration 
Hospitality Management I Information Technology I Medical Administration I Medical Assisting I Pharmacy Technician I Public Health I Registered Nurse 

1.877.269.7744
BRONX I NEW ROCHELLE I QUEENS I ONLINE

Every year, thousands of students who started college elsewhere, finish at Monroe. They’re tired 

of feeling like a number. They want relevant, real world instruction from professors who know 

them and will stay after class to help them. That’s Monroe...and why 84% of our full-time 

Bachelor’s transfer students have graduated.*     ARE YOU READY FOR A CHANGE?  

* Based on 2007 fall cohort data

Very Generous Transfer Credit Policy 

Small Class Sizes --- 22 On Average

Real World Internships - 1,574 Last Year Alone

3 Semesters/Year For Faster Degree Completion

Credit Available For Work Or Military Experience

"New York's Least Expensive Private College" 
U.S. News & World Report

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, Feb. 18th

9am - 7pm
Bronx & New Rochelle Campuses

A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY ISN’T WHERE 
YOU START; IT’S HOW YOU FINISH.
ASK OUR TRANSFER STUDENTS.

By MICHAEL BROWN JR. 
Tenants of a plush apartment com-

plex in West Fordham are mulling a 
lawsuit against its board of directors, 
citing new fees illegally imposed by its 
Board president. 

The tenants of Fordham Hill Own-
ers Co-Operative have been locked in 
a bitter dispute with the Board of Di-
rectors since the middle of 2014 when 
its current president was voted for an-
other term despite a lack of designated 
votes, or quorum, rendering the elec-
tion and any subsequent decision-mak-
ing invalid. 

Shareholders were surprised to 
hear that Board president, Desiree Pil-
grim-Hunter announced that the com-
plex’s cable fee would go up by $30 and 
maintenance charges would rise by 
five percent. A chunk of shareholders, 
many of them senior citizens, live on a 
fixed income. 

Meantime, long-term construction 
for its 60-year old buildings has stalled 
for over a year, inconveniencing ten-
ant shareholders. Argo Real Estate has 
been managing the large cooperative 
for several years. 

Frank Murillo, a tenant share-
holder, has led the fight in obtaining 

answers on the fee increases from the 
Board. Since January, Murillo has 
gathered fellow neighbors to demon-
strate in front of the complex, wav-
ing signs that read “Argo= Incompe-
tence, Corruption, Greed” and “Argo 
Out.” Many were confused over the 
increases, which they believed had al-
ready been tacked onto monthly main-
tenance charges. 

Chad Roeyer, a 20-year resident of 
Fordham Hill, joined the second pro-
test on Jan. 10, declaring the no quo-

rum decree a bullying tactic and not 
in the best interest of shareholders. 
“People should be worried about losing 
status as a co-op,” said Roeyer. 

Many have also called for the oust-
ing of Pilgrim-Hunter, who became 
the de facto Board president after lack-
luster voter turnout by shareholders. 
Many tenants who declined to be iden-
tified said Pilgrim-Hunter’s reliance on 
indifferent shareholders has shielded 
her from anyone challenging her dur-
ing any election. In previous years, 

tenants were offered a breakdown over 
how many votes were needed to secure 
a quorum for the election. This year 
they weren’t offered one.  

In a letter from the Board of Direc-
tors, the Board claimed that the fee 
increase was justified because “the 
corporation faces extensive infrastruc-
ture repairs and upgrade expenses. 
Therefore, it is imperative that we 
build up the reserve fund to pay for 
these overdue and necessary capital 
projects. Otherwise, we will need to 
impose large, special assessments or 
borrow more money to pay for these 
repairs.”

Murillo is not buying this, demand-
ing that the Board open up the books 
and have a forensic auditor examine 
them since the Board “instituted these 
changes without a quorum.” Many 
now suspect the Board imposed the 
extra fees to misappropriate funds. 
They were also curious on monies the 
Board borrowed to keep the buildings 
afloat. A separate audit was completed, 
though never released to shareholders. 

“How they came up with this ad-
ditional $30 fee is unrealized….abso-
lutely irrelevant, slipped in last min-
ute,” said Murillo. 

Photo courtesy Fordham Hill Owners Corp. Shareholders Derivative Suit Club

A CROWD OF shareholder tenants demonstrates outside Fordham Hill Oval Corp. 
demanding the ouster of Desiree Pilgrim-Hunter, the complex’s Board president.
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Well, this is offi cially my fi rst 
snowstorm because I just moved 
to New York from Miami. I was 
expecting a really big shutdown 
with the trains not working and the 
next thing you know we get three 
inches of snow and everyone’s 
outside enjoying themselves, so 
it’s pretty much a free day.
--Caterin Guzman

I’m from New Jersey and I got 
stuck out here because I work in 
the city and the traffi c was crazy 
and the buses to New Jersey were 
shutting down earlier, so I couldn’t 
even get home and I stayed out 
here. I was expecting this huge 
storm and it turned out to be like 
nothing.
--Darlyn Presinal

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

We were looking forward to a few 
days off from work to play with the 
kids. I actually work at Montefi ore, 
so I wasn’t expecting it, but all non-
essential clinical appointments 
were canceled, so I kind of feel 
bad that it turned out to not be so 
bad, because the patients missed 
their appointments. But it’s nice to 
have a day with the kids and the 
family.
--Shuli Kulak

I don’t think it was so big. It’s just 
an average winter snowstorm 
and it’s nice to have the day off 
and spend time with the kids. 
Everyone canceled yesterday, so 
we got a free day. I do think the 
media hyped up this storm. It’s 
just another nice day of snow.
--Mark Smilow

It wasn’t very bad. We were 
supposed to get like two or three 
feet but we didn’t get that. I guess 
Mother Nature changed her mind. 
Sometimes the weather says one 
thing today, but tomorrow it says 
something else. You can’t get a 
more accurate forecast; it’s all up 
to God.
--Marilyn Zwingman

This week we asked readers their thoughts on the
Jan. 27 snowstorm that closed schools and shut down 
public transportation and how they coped with it.

 Our Fear Reduction Program Includes: Big time TLC, relaxing nitrous oxide gas, emphasis on painless injections, comforting staff. 
 Patient Friendly TOOTHACHE Relief: Comfortable, calming treatments that get you out of pain fast. 
 Daily Appointments Available for People in Pain. 
 Beautiful Smiles Created Using State-of-the-Art Dentistry Backed by 38 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE.  
 We Have Extensive Certification and Our Expertise Includes: Orthodontics, Oral Surgery, Periodontics, Root Canals, Cosmetic Veneers, implants, Invisalign® Invisalign Braces, 

Partials & Dentures, so you can have virtually all phases of your dentistry done under one roof without having to see an outside specialist. 

                                                                       
 
I like knowing Dr. Jay Fensterstock has offices near both my home and office. Not only can I choose the most convenient location for me, but I can also choose the 
appointment time that is easiest for me. It’s great to know Dr. Jay Fensterstock helps me get quality dental care on my schedule and at a great price.”   Elizabeth M. 
 

HOPE IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY! 

 Do you feel hopeless and frustrated about your broken, missing and decayed teeth? 

 Does the thought of your needed treatment cause you to hyperventilate? 

 Are you looking for a dental home that restores your trust? 

                                                                      

Most Insurance Accepted:  
Including Metlife, Cigna Delta Dental, Fortis, Aetna Guardian, United Healthcare, Mutual of Omaha,  
NYC Carpenters, Oxford PBA,  Principal Financial Group, UFT,  CSEA, Dentemax, DHA/Assurant, SIDS, DDS 
Healthplex, Local 32BJ, AFLAC, Yonkers PBA, Sunlife Financial, BC/BS, LL199, DC37, Montefiore, NCB Dental Plans 
and many more. 

100% Financing Available 
 

For Those Who Qualify 
Interest Free For 24 Months 
Extended Payment Plans Up to 5 Years 

“Gently eliminating years of failing, frustrating and unattractive dentistry, leaving our patients with smiles and confidence they never imagined possible, guaranteed!” 
 

 

Dr. Jay Fensterstock DDS PC 
 

55 East Mosholu Pkwy North, Bronx, New York 10467 
(718) 652-7370 

www.ConcernedDentalCare.com 

9 Convenient Locations throughout the New York Area 

$57.00 (A $150.00 Value) 
New Patients Only For the month of January 

Editor’s Note: Have an idea for an Inquiring Photographer question? Send suggestions to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.
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Cancer Screening Saves Lives
We can help You

Together we can reverse these trends.
The Bronx County Cancer Services Program can provide you with free cancer screenings.

For an appointment call 718-579-6453

The fight against breast, cervical and colorectal cancer begins with 
regular screenings. We can provide free screenings regardless of 
citizenship status for breast, cervical and colorectal cancer, if you:

Have no health insurance

Are between 40 and 64 years old

Live in the Bronx

Did You Know?
108 people in the Bronx are diagnosed with cancer each week

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among 
women in New York State

In 2012, an estimated 3,000 New Yorkers may have lost their 
battle against colorectal cancer

Program Par cipants

 Lincoln Medical Center
 Morrisania D TC
 Segundo ui  Belvis D TC
 aco i Medical Center
 Monte ore Medical Center
 Mul -Diagnos c Services nc.
 orth Central Bronx ospital
 Pro ect enewal  nc.
 St. Barna as ospital
 niversity Diagnos c Medical maging  PC

Funded by a grant from the New York State Department 
of Health, Bureau of Chronic Disease Control



By DAVID CRUZ
 Assemblyman Carl Heastie, the 

north Bronx legislator and leader of 
the borough’s Democratic Commit-
tee, was voted in Tuesday as Assem-
bly Speaker, replacing the disgraced 
Sheldon Silver, who resigned in late 
January.

Heastie’s ascension came af-
ter two weeks of behind-the-scenes 
maneuvering from the Bronx del-
egation and to convince Assembly 
members to elect Heastie, fairly un-
known outside of Bronx politics, 
making him Albany’s first-ever 
Assembly Speaker from the Bronx, 
and more notably, the first-ever Af-
rican-American Speaker.

Heastie is now the so-called third 
man in the room, primed to discuss 
the state budget and important leg-
islation with Democratic Governor 
Andrew Cuomo and Republican 
Senate Majority Leader Dean Ske-
los. With Heastie in the room, it ef-
fectively changes the trajectory of 
the Bronx, which could see more 
state funding funneled into the bor-
ough.

“Shelly took care of his district 
quite well. I’m sure Carl will be tak-
ing care of the Bronx equally as well 
- within obvious limits,” said Bob 
“Kappy” Kappstatter, former New 
York Daily News Bronx bureau chief 
and longtime borough political col-
umnist. “And obviously, the Bronx 
will reap more benefits than it was 
reaping under Shelly Silver.”

Heastie beat out a list of contend-
ers from the boroughs and from up-
state New York jockeyed for the po-
sition of Speaker, considered the 
third most powerful position in the 
State Legislature.

But critics of Heastie also see a 
man entrenched in the same notori-
ous ways as Albany. Several edito-
rial boards for major New York City 
newspapers have voiced concerns 
that Heastie is a carbon copy of Sil-
ver, who now faces several federal 
charges stemming from an alleged 
kickback scheme.

Eleanor Randolph, an edito-
rial board member for the New 
York Times, wrote in a column that 
Heastie is a “bad choice,” calling the 
scramble to pick Heastie as Speaker 
a “step backward, even for the noto-
riously backwards ways of Albany.”

A New York Daily News editorial 
called Heastie a smart man, but cut 
from the same underhanded cloth 

as Silver.
A trained accountant, Heastie 

arrived in Albany in 2000 after a 
stint at the New York City Comp-
troller’s Office as a budget analyst. 
He serves the 83rd Assembly Dis-
trict covering Wakefield, Williams-
bridge, Edenwald and Baychester. 
His legislative record is somewhat 
spotty. In his first year he spon-
sored four bills that did not pass. 
The number of sponsored bills 
grew to 35 during the 2011-2012 leg-
islative session.

He was the lead sponsor of the 
enacted Wage Theft Prevention 
Act, that further penalized employ-
ers who deprive workers of proper 
wages.

But Heastie’s finances have also 
been questioned, mainly $23,000 in 
logged expenses, which ranks dou-
ble the average legislator’s, accord-
ing to the Daily News. His last pub-
lic filing showed $21,000 to $50,000 
in credit card debt.

“From what I’ve read, the me-
dia is chasing whatever it can over 
Carl’s spending,” said Kappstatter, 
“but compared to Shelly and look-
ing at other legislators’ spending 
numbers, they seem to be pretty 
much nickel and dime stuff.”  

Heastie is expected to - if not al-
ready - resign his position as the 
leader of the Bronx Democratic 
County Committee, which offers a 
large election apparatus for politi-
cal and judicial candidates.

Several potential candidates 
have been working behind-the-
scenes to cobble support for the 
party leadership post, though at 
the moment Riverdale Assembly-
man Jeff Dinowitz, the party’s sec-
ond in the command, will serve as 
interim boss.

 Elected officials have bounced 
around names that include Assem-
blyman Marcos Crespo of Sound-
view and Assemblyman Luis Sep-
ulveda of Parkchester, though 
Kappstatter suspects party insid-
ers may be looking beyond Bronx 
electeds (City Council members are 
barred from becoming the party 
chairman).

“While Jeff Dinowitz may have 
an inside track to the post, there’s a 
lot of sentiment that the post should 
go to an Hispanic, and maybe even 
a non-elected,” said Kappstatter. “It 
could even be a woman. How about 
that!”
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North Bronx Lawmaker Ascends to Assembly Speaker

Boys & Girls Baseball and  
Girls Softball League

T-Ball (Pee Wee): 4-6 years
Bantams: 7-8 years
Minors:  9-10 years

 

Majors: 11-12 years
Seniors: 13-15 year 

Girls’ Softball: 7-18 years 

Divisions 
Age as of April 2015

Learn how your child can join for FREE .  
FREE clinics for registered players.  

Coaches Needed.

Call Joe Santana: 718-882-4000 ext. 256

Mosholu Monte�ore Community Center
3450 Dekalb Avenue Bronx, NY 10467  

Photo by David Cruz

ASSEMBLYMAN CARL HEASTIE (c) fl anked by the Bronx Delegation, thanks sup-
porters at a political function for backing him for Assembly Speaker.
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Shop Fordham Road
“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

F
FORDHAM ROAD
BUSINESS  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT

For more information contact (718) 562-2104

OVER 300
SPECIALTY SHOPS

AND CHAINS
Furniture • Home Improvement 

Clothing • Jewelery • Shoes 
Electronics • Discount Outlets

Cell Phones • Games,
Accessories • Offi ce Supplies

And Many Fast Food Restaurants

Acccessible By All
NYC Mass Transportation
Parking Facilities Available

THE CHECKING ACCOUNT
YOU DESERVE IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL
BRANCH TODAY.

We’re committed to helping you on your way to a brighter future with:
Convenient Neighborhood Locations  |  Low Minimum Balance  |  Free Mobile Banking

Account terms may vary. Visit a branch for details. Offered by Capital One,® N.A., Member FDIC. © 2014 Capital One. All rights reserved.
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First Major Blizzard Not Exactly a Dud, but Norwood Expected Worse

JEROME-GUN HILL

Business Improvement District
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THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!

Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu Pkwy. to
Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

JEROME
JEROME
J

GUN HILL

Business Improvement District

Discover the Stores, Quality Service and Savings at the

Jerome-Gun Hill Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors Deserve Great Shopping!
All in a Safe, Clean & Friendly Environment

COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND

Business Improvement District
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946

for more information
or visit us at

www.jeromegunhillbid.org

/JGHBIZ

 

 
 
 
 

Kaplan SAT Prep Course 
at Riverdale Neighborhood House 

 
Quality at a Great Rate….$350 

High School Juniors Preparing for the May 2nd Test 
 
The course includes nine classes taught by a Kaplan certified teacher, three practice 
tests, 2015 Kaplan Prep Book, access to Kaplan online prep and a small snack. 
               

Mandatory orientation begins Thursday,   
February 12th from 6 to 7pm 

 
All classes will be held at the  

Riverdale Neighborhood House 
5521 Mosholu Ave Bronx N.Y.10471 
(Accessible by via 7, 9 and 10 buses) 

 
For more information or to  

register for the course contact: 
 

College Directions Office 
Riverdale Neighborhood House 

718 549 -8100 ext. 131 
cproscia@riverdaleonline.org 

or visit our website at www.riverdaleonline.org 

By DAVID CRUZ 
The city’s first major snowstorm of 

the season did dump a batch of snow 
on the Bronx, but Norwood managed 
to bear the brunt. 

Predictions estimated the 2015 
blizzard on Jan. 27 would cripple the 
Bronx. Prior to the storm, officials 
stood firm the snow event would be 
historic, predicting as much as two 
feet of snow would cover the city.

“[We] got about half as much as 
what the projections had been or even 
under half as much,” said Mayor Bill 
de Blasio at a news conference updat-
ing New Yorkers on the city’s snow re-
moval efforts.

Residents benefitted from Mosholu 
Parkway, a leafy spur that normally 
sees several hundred cars pass daily. 
The day after the storm, sleigh riding 
was the order of the day alongside the 
freeway, with neighborhood children 
sliding down the steep terrain, accom-
panied by friendly yelps.

Christine McNally, a Norwood 
neighbor, stood at the bottom of the 
hill as she instructed her grandchil-
dren to keep their hands inside while 
sledding. McNally, a supervisor at the 

Home Depot in Baychester, admitted 
that pre-snow coverage was overblown, 
though she thanked the city for closing 
the schools, a decision the city barely 
takes lightly. “The call that they made 
for the schools to be closed was a good 
choice because of the snow. The driv-
ing and conditions would have made it 
hard for the kids,” she said.

Some forewent the sledding for 

some time to dig out. Modell and Carol 
Warren, a couple living in Norwood for 
58 years, dusted off a layer of snow and 
ice that accumulated on their Volk-
swagon (see photo/caption #5 on page 
9). The first major snowstorm wasn’t 
terrible, they admitted. “The cleanup 
is pretty good,” said Carol, a blue dust-
pan in her hand. “The roads were driv-
able.”

On Rochambeau Avenue, José Guz-
man, a taxi driver living in Norwood, 
cleared his work taxi from a mountain 
of snow after the travel ban forced him 
off the streets. Assessing the amount of 
snow, Guzman thinks driving around 
will be impossible since some streets 
have not been completely plowed. 

Along the Jerome-Gun Hill Busi-
ness Improvement District, several 
stores were closed, with customers 
barely frequenting the open shops. 

But it was business as usual for 
Eddie’s Kosher Delicatessen on Bain-
bridge Avenue. Customers trickled in 
to the neighborhood deli for hot-off-
the-grill food. Manager Kevin Sar-
danovic slumped behind the counter 
and shrugged off the latest snowstorm, 
noting “we’ve seen worse.” His sis-
ter Nusreta, agreed. “The city kind of 
hyped it up.”

A block up, Altagracia Reynoso, a 
four-year Norwood resident walking 
her dog Suzy towards Williamsbridge 
Oval Park, was glad the city heeded 
the warning despite the end result. 
“This is nature,” said Reynoso. “No 
one can decide how it’s going to turn 
out exactly.”

Photo by David Cruz

DONNETTA REID SEALS off her vehicle with sheets of plastic ahead of the Bronx’s 
fi rst major snowstorm of the year
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Snow Day!

Photo by David Cruz 

WITH SCHOOLS CLOSED the day after the blizzard, this young Norwood resident takes 
advantage of the free day by hanging 10 on Mosholu Parkway North’s slushy terrain.1

Photo by David Cruz

KEEPING THE BLOOD flowing is Jose Guzman, a livery cab driver shovel-
ing out his taxi buried in snow on Jan. 27 on Rochambeau Avenue.2

Photo by Jenny Sharp

CLEANUP WAS THE order of the day on Jan. 28, with snow removal work-
ers clearing the bus stops along East Gun Hill Road.3

Photo by David Cruz

RESIDENTS ARE BUNDLED UP outside the 205th Street D 
train station as the first flakes of the season’s major blizzard fall.4

Photo by David Cruz

CAROL WARREN (right) takes out the old dustpan and brush 
to clear out snow debris from her Volkswagon, with help from 
husband Modell (left).

5

‘
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 Be Healthy 33% Vital
Stats

How much of  a person’s life 
is dedicated to sleep.62

Montefiore Medical Center in Search of a Few Good Dogs

LET’S MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSCLES TOGETHER

JOIN FOR $9.95/MONTH.
PLUS, GET A FREE CRUNCH T-SHIRT!

Pricing is in reference to the Base membership at the Crunch Norwood location. Offer is valid in-club only and is not available on Crunch.com. Must bring in ad to receive t-shirt. 
uest pass is valid for rst time guest only. Must be  years or older and present valid photo . -shirt is available while supplies last. nrollment fee and  annual fee 

applies. ee club for details.  Crunch P oldings  C

3170 WEBSTER AVE • BRONX, NY • 718.515.0110 • CRUNCH.COM

Hurry in now for a limited time special offer.
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By ROSE ITZCOVITZ 
Montefiore Medical Center is on the hunt for dogs. 

The pups’ requirement--must love humans.  
The hospital is slated to train local qualified ca-

nines to show their unconditional affection to patients 
through a new pet therapy program that initiators say 
will benefit patients, hospital employees, and the dogs 
themselves.  

Montefiore has now scheduled screenings of the 
dogs for Feb. 10 and 17. As of press time, over a dozen 
dogs have been registered for an assessment. 

George Berger, the dog trainer who will turn the 
applicants—dogs and owners—into certified therapy 
teams, said that roughly 35 percent of applicants typi-
cally make the cut. “The dogs must really like people,” 
Berger said in an email, adding that dogs must under-
stand commands.

Selected dogs and owners will undergo a five-week 
training and final exam, with classes all funded by the 
hospital. While volunteering at the hospital, dogs must 
be bathed and their vaccinations must be up to date. 

Leslie Bank, Montefiore’s director of customer ser-
vice, first experienced the benefits of animal-assisted 
therapy when she launched a similar program at her 
former Connecticut job. Bank once witnessed a child 
too afraid to get out of bed after surgery. But Bank said 

once a therapy dog was introduced to her, and jumped 
off her bed, she forgot her fears and immediately fol-
lowed the dog. “It suspended that whole sick thing, 
that whole scary thing,” she said. 

At Montefiore, Bank teamed with Sherri Oustalet, 

a social worker in palliative care, a unit specializing 
in improving quality of life for seriously ill patients. 
Bank drafted a policy for what she and Oustalet are 
now calling Patient Enhancement Therapy Medics.

While pet therapy has been around for centuries in 
various forms, it’s been gaining a following in hospi-
tals recently. 

A study released last month by the Continuum 
Cancer Centers of New York found that the social and 
emotional well-being of cancer patients undergoing 
treatment significantly improved after experiencing 
pet therapy, despite the expected declines in physical 
and functional well-being. 

Bank says that patients are selected based on their 
affinity toward dogs.  If one roommate wants a dog 
visit, but the other does not or is allergic, the visit can 
happen in another room, as long as the patient is mo-
bile enough to relocate.

Some Norwood residents say they’d have no prob-
lem giving up their free time for the cause. Chris Ra-
mos, 45, says he’s seen the benefits of therapy dogs on 
patients and would gladly give time with his four-year-
old mix, Traven. “I thought of doing it just because 
it’s good for them and it’s good for public service,” he 
said.

Interested applicants can call (718) 920-4943. 

Percentage of U.S. 
homes that own a pet.

(Source: National Center for Health Research) 

Photo courtesy Montefiore Medical Center  

SPIRIT THE DOG (front center) is on the job, volunteer-
ing as a therapy dog for Montefiore Medical Center. He 
stands alongside Leslie Bank (right), director of Cus-
tomer Service for Montefiore, Spirit’s owner (left) and a 
Montefiore physician (back center).
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Are You Looking for 
Ways to 

Free College Financial Aid Workshop 
Sponsored by Fordham Bedford Community Services 

Thursday, February 5th  
2715 Bainbridge Avenue  

Work one-on-one with trained New York Cares 
volunteers to complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 
 Bring a list of colleges you have applied to, as 

well as your financial documents. If you don’t 
have a social security number, you may still be 
eligible to apply for financial aid. 
 

RSVP today for this evening workshop!  
By Appointment Only 

Call 718-733-2557, ext. 1425 or 1416. 
*A parent or guardian must attend with the student  

in order to complete the FAFSA* 

Paying for College: Before & After 
Sponsored by University Neighborhood  

Housing Program 
Tuesday, February 24th 6:00-8:00pm 

2751 Grand Concourse 
 

Receive on-site support and assistance with:  
 FAFSA Application 
 DACA Enrollment and Grants  
 Budgeting and Credit Review  
 Student Loans and Debt Consolidation 
 Loan Disputes and Fee Discharges  
 Student Loan Management 
 Garnishment Protection  
 Forbearance & Deferment   

Call 718-933-2539 to RSVP or for  
more information! 

 Pay for College? 
 

 Address Existing  
College and Trade 
School Debt? 

 

Fordham Bedford Community Services 

Photo courtesy Bronx Borough President’s Offi ce

BRONX BOROUGH PRESIDENT Ruben Diaz Jr. takes a few moments to pray 
at the Western Wall in the Old City of Jerusalem on Jan. 22 during his visit to 
Israel. Diaz led a delegation of Latino business and civic leaders from across 
New York City on the week-long visit, hosted by the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council of New York.

BP DIAZ JR. VISITS HOLY LAND
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James M. Visser, Esq.
General Practice

Accidents, Commercial
Wills & Estates

Offices Bronx and Manhattan
(646) 260-6326

Judith A. Simms, Esq.
Immigration Law Practice

Green Cards, Citizenship, etc.
3612 White Plains Road

Bronx, NY 10467 
(347) 460-0765

Epiphany Lutheran Church - A PLACE OF GRACE
IN NORWOOD - 3061 Bainbridge Ave., Bronx, NY

Phone: (718) 652-6839      Website: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP Sundays at noon; BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP Fridays and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

Professional Directory

LAW OFFICES
COMPUTER
SERVICES RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Professional Directory
Classifi eds

2/2/1 bedrooms. All amenities, 2/5 train, supermar-kets, great shopping ar-
eas. Big lots, 50x116, market for as much as 15 cars. Great investment that 
pays for itself. Price: $485,000. (917) 622-5810. Owner help with closing cost. 
psarju1@yahoo.com

REAL ESTATE

Upgrade, troubleshooting:
Laptop overheats,

cracked screen,
broken power jack,

virus removal,
data recovery.

Call James (646) 281-4475,
(718) 324-4332.

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World, the last old-fashioned hairdresser 
in the Bronx. We specialize in haircutting, hair care, and provide consul-
tations on hair care and weaving to stimulate hair growth. We do tinting 
and use all manners of relaxers, including Mizani, Affirm, Fiberguard, 
and Vitale. We use Wave Nouveau Coiffure. We are still doing carefree 
curls and press and curl. We also offer flat-ironing. 20% off for seniors 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 617 E. Fordham Road (between 
Arthur and Hughes avenues, Fordham section). Call today for your ap-
pointment: (347) 284-3834.

BEAUTY SERVICES

By MICHAELA ROSS
Tears and questions echoed 

from the pews of Norwood’s 
Shrine Church of Saint Ann, 
commonly known as St. Ann’s, 
located at 3519 Bainbridge 
Ave., as Rev. Francis Scanlon 
announced last weekend that 
the Catholic church will close 
for regular worship by next 

year. 
St. Ann’s parishioners will 

now have to celebrate Masses 
and sacraments alongside the 
congregation at St. Brendan 
Church on East 206th Street, 
according to a letter from the 
Archdiocese of New York Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan. “I read 
this letter to you with great 

sadness and many, many ques-
tions,” a tearful Scanlon told 
his parish at weekend Masses. 
The merger is slated for Au-
gust 2015.

The wording of the archdio-
cese’s letter is slippery--consol-
idation or merger is simply eu-
phemisms for closure, intended 
to soften the blow. The lack of 

services forces congregants to 
worship elsewhere. 

The announcement came 
after a five-year archdiocese 
initiative called Making All 
Things New, which evaluated 
parishes with dwindling at-
tendance and financial woes. 
Last May, archdiocese officials 
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FATHER PAUL LEADS MASS at the Shrine Church of Saint Ann’s at 3519 Bainbridge Ave. in Norwood, one of six Bronx churches slated 
to close by August 2015.

Photo by adi talwar

The Norwood News seeks a 
freelance advertising sales rep 
to help grow the Bronx’s best 
community newspaper. Applicants 
must be self-starters with some 
sales experience.

Email resumes to dcruz@norwoodnews.org

HELP WANTED

Support Your  
Community Newspaper!  
 

The Norwood News is a not-for-profit  
publication and relies upon the support of its 

advertisers and readers to produce this  
quality, community newspaper.  

 
Simply mail a check or money order for $40 

to: Norwood News, 3400 Reservoir Oval 
East, Bronx, NY 10467  
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
Flea Market Donations Sought

The Bedford Mosholu Commu-

nity Association, 400 E. Mosholu 

Pkwy. So., Apt. B1 lobby floor, seeks 

donations of new and used items (ex-

cluding clothing) for its flea market. 

Donations can be brought to the of-

fice on Feb. 18 and 25 from 1:30 to 3:30 

p.m., Feb. 28 from 1:30 to 4 p.m., and 

March 4 from 7:30 to 9 p.m. For more 

information, call (718) 367-2230. 

Snow Removal Employment

The City needs temporary snow 

removal laborers for major snow-

storms. Workers must be at least 18 

years old and eligible to work in the 

U.S. Those interested can register at 

any District Sanitation Garage from 

7 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Sat-

urday. For more detailed informa-

tion, visit www.nyc.gov. 

Free Legal Clinic

Councilman Ritchie Torres and 

the Urban Justice Center’s Domestic 

Violence Project present free legal 

consultations on Feb. 13 from 10 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. at Torres’ district office, 573 

E. Fordham Rd. Topics include child 

support/custody/visitations, and or-

ders of protection. Appointments are 

required. For more information, call 

(718) 842-8100. 

Free Tax Preparation

Free tax preparation is available 

from VITA (Volunteer Income Tax 

Assistance Program) at the following 

locations: 1) Councilman Ritchie Tor-

res’ office, 573 E. Fordham Rd., Tues-

days through Saturdays during tax 

season. Photo ID and Social Security 

card are required. For detailed infor-

mation and to schedule a required 

appointment, call (718) 842-8100;  2) 

Ridgewood Savings Bank hosts tax 

prep sessions from 9:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

at 3445 Jerome Ave. on Feb. 8 (718-

881-3430) and at 4101 White Plains 

Rd. on Feb. 21 (718-882-0440).  Call in 

advance for details on requirements 

and eligibility, and required appoint-

ment.

Donate Blood

St. Brendan’s Church will host 

its annual Weekend After the Super 

Bowl Blood Drive on Feb. 8 at the St. 

Brendan’s School cafeteria, 268 E. 

207th St. from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

For more information, call (718) 881-

5313. 

Financial Workshop

University Neighborhood Hous-

ing Program will host free Getting 

Ahead Financial Education Work-

shops, Thursdays, Feb. 5, 12, 19 and 

26 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Concourse 

House, 2751 Grand Concourse. Top-

ics include handling wage garnish-

ments, debt collectors, credit cards, 

and student loans. For more informa-

tion and to RSVP, call (718) 933-2539.

 
BP Seeks CB Applicants

The Borough President’s office 
is currently accepting applications 
for membership to local Community 
Boards. The submission deadline is 
Feb. 6. For more information, call 
(718) 590-3914 or visit www.bronx-
boropres.nyc.gov.

Dog Therapy
Montefiore Medical Center is re-

cruiting and training therapy dog 
teams to comfort patients. Free 20-
minute aptitude evaluations will 
take place on Feb. 10 at 6:30 p.m. 
Human and dog teams that qualify 
can enroll in the hospital’s compre-
hensive training and preparation 
classes. For more information, call 
(718) 920-4943.

To submit news, email dcruz@nor-
woodnews.org, subject line “Neigh-
borhood Notes.”



Onstage

• Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 
895 Shore Rd., Pelham Bay Park, 
presents The Musicians of the 
Crimson Menagerie Valentine’s 
Day Concert, featuring classical 
music, Feb. 14 at 7 p.m. ($20). For 
more information and to register, call 
(718) 885-1461.

• Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W., 
presents La Casa de la Salsa, 
featuring India and Ismael Miranda, 
Feb. 7 (tickets are $50 to $65); and 
Orquesta Sinfónica del Estado de 
Mexico, Feb. 14 (tickets are $25 to 
$35; $10/12 and under); both at 8 
p.m. For more information, call (718) 
960-8833.

• The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents Songs of 
Freedom and Inspiration, featuring 
Cody Childs & The Ladies of Soul 
performing gospel, soul and folk, Feb. 
7 at 2:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit 
www.nypl.org.
 
• The Jerome Park Library, 118 
Eames Place (near Kingsbridge 
Road), presents Afronaughtica: a 
pianist and singer duo performing 
Latin and jazz, Feb. 13 at 2 p.m. For 
more information, call (718) 549-
5200. 

Events

• Bronx Museum of the Arts, 1040 
Grand Concourse (165th Street), 
presents free First Friday, Feb. 
6, 6 to 10 p.m., featuring film, art 
performances, music and other 
special events. For more information, 
call (718) 681-6000.

• BronxWorks, BronxNet and the 
Bronx Polar Bears host Plunge 

Against Homelessness at Orchard 
Beach on Feb. 14 to spread 
awareness on homelessness. 
Participants can donate gloves, hats, 
and socks even if they opt against 
the plunge. For more information, 
visit http://www.bronxworks.org/dip-
against-homelessness. 

• Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 
W. 252nd St. in Riverdale, offers 
Family Arts Projects: Nature-Mask 
Papermaking - A Wave Hill at 50 
Anniversary Program, to make and 
decorate handmade paper masks 
from natural fibers, then parade them 
for a forest carnival, Feb. 7 and 8; and 
I Heart Pollinators, to make flowerful 
Valentine’s Day cards, Feb. 14 and 
15; both in WH House from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Grounds admission is free 
until noon Saturdays and Tuesdays 
all year. For more information and a 
schedule of events including tours 
and walks, call (718) 549-3200.

Library Events

• The Bronx Library Center, 310 
E. Kingsbridge Rd., presents for 
children: Preschool Story Time at 11 
a.m.: (ages 3 to 5 years); and Toddler 
Play Time at noon: (ages 18 to 36 
months); both on Feb. 5, 12 and 19; 
Hands-On Projects: (ages 7 to 12): 
Heart Butterfly Making: Feb. 5 at 4 
p.m.; Valentine Card Making: Feb. 
8 at 2 p.m.; Jewelry Box Making: 
Feb. 15 at 2 p.m.; and Animal Mask 
Making: Feb. 19 at 4 p.m.; film: 
Feb. 8 and 15 at 3:30 p.m.; and 
Family Time: (ages 3 to 6), reading 
aloud and crafts, Feb. 14 at 11 a.m. 
(preregistration required). For adults, 
there is Internet for Beginners: 
(prerequisite: computer basics), Feb. 
5 at 2 p.m.; and MS Word 2010 for 
Beginners: Feb. 6 at 2 p.m. (advance 
in-person registration required). For 
more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org. 

• The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th 
St., offers for children: Toddler Story 
Time at 10:30 a.m.: (ages 18 to 36 
months), stories, songs, and rhymes, 
Feb. 5 and 12; and Read Aloud 
Story Time: (ages 3 to 6), Feb. 9 at 4 
p.m. Adults can enjoy Jewelry Club 
at 11 a.m.: bring your own materials 
to create original jewelry, Feb. 5, 12 
and 19; Langston Hughes: one-man 
show by actor David Mills presenting 
dramatic rendition of Hughes’ poems 

and short stories, Feb. 6 at 2:30 p.m.; 
and Knitting Circle: Thursdays at 3 
p.m. For more information, call (718) 
882-8239.

NOTE: Items for consideration may 
be mailed to our office or sent to 
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, 
and should be received by Feb. 9 for 
the next publication date of Feb. 19.

14 • February 5-18, 2015  • Norwood News

Out&About
EDITOR’S PICK

By MICHAELA ROSS
Tears and questions echoed 

from the pews of Norwood’s 
Shrine Church of Saint Ann, 
commonly known as St. Ann’s, 
located at 3519 Bainbridge 
Ave., as Rev. Francis Scanlon 
announced last weekend that 
the Catholic church will close 
for regular worship by next 

year. 
St. Ann’s parishioners will 

now have to celebrate Masses 
and sacraments alongside the 
congregation at St. Brendan 
Church on East 206th Street, 
according to a letter from the 
Archdiocese of New York Car-
dinal Timothy Dolan. “I read 
this letter to you with great 

sadness and many, many ques-
tions,” a tearful Scanlon told 
his parish at weekend Masses. 
The merger is slated for Au-
gust 2015.

The wording of the archdio-
cese’s letter is slippery--consol-
idation or merger is simply eu-
phemisms for closure, intended 
to soften the blow. The lack of 

services forces congregants to 
worship elsewhere. 

The announcement came 
after a five-year archdiocese 
initiative called Making All 
Things New, which evaluated 
parishes with dwindling at-
tendance and financial woes. 
Last May, archdiocese officials 
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now led the charge in addressing 
the problem. They’ve in turn en-
listed the help of elected officials 
and other tenants at various build-
ings, hoping to reverse the trend. 

For now, tenants in the Valen-
tine Avenue building have gotten 
creative to get by. One resident 
routinely wears a jacket inside 
their apartment. Another takes 
a gamble by regularly turning on 
their oven as an alternative heat 
source. Some sleep with extra lay-
ers that include a winter hat. For 
newborn infants, double blankets 
and fleeces are in order. With no 
hot water, many resort to boiling 
several pans to shower. In many 
cases, some just skip a shower. 

These residents are not used to 
complaining (many of them asked 
for anonymity), but their mobiliza-
tion efforts signaled the severity of 
the systemic issue. 

“I invited management to come 
over and sleep in my house to en-
joy the stay and the cold,” said one 
tenant. “They didn’t take up my of-
fer.” 

Residents in 20 apartments at 
3013 Valentine Ave. have filed a to-
tal of 94 heat complaints to the New 
York City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development 
(HPD), according to numbers com-
piled by West Bronx Housing, a 
housing advocacy group based in 
Bedford Park. In all, roughly 1200 
heat complaints have been by ten-
ants at the properties. Executive 
Director of West Bronx Housing, 
Sally Dunford, emphasized that 
the number of heat complaints is 
not as important as the number of 
people who filed complaints. 

“At 2780 University Ave., there 
were 115 calls since the beginning 
of heating season from 26 different 
apartments. That’s 25 percent of 
the people who’ve taken the step of 
calling the city and complaining,” 
said Dunford. 

Dunford’s efforts in finding so-
lutions have been almost obses-
sive. She’s tracked the volume of 
complaints daily, sifting through 
the city’s HPD website to log new 
numbers. Her staffers have visited 
the Valentine Avenue building nu-

merous times, encouraging more 
tenants to voice complaints. Above 
all, she hopes management and 
tenants put their heads together 
for some resolve.

A spokesperson for Simply Bet-
ter Apartment Homes (SBAH), a 
subsidiary management company 
of The Related Cos. to oversee the 
properties, challenged the tenants’ 
assertions that it’s negligent. A 
spokesperson for the company said 
they “have made numerous im-
provements to the buildings that 
average nearly 80-years-old.” That 
included $20 million in upgrades to 
its boilers and heat sensors. 

Heat Sensors
Tenants have pointed to the new 

programmable heat sensors on the 
top floors at 3013 which have been 
installed in other buildings, as one 
source of the waffling heat. The 
sensors monitor the temperature 
in apartments. Should tempera-
tures dip, it would send a signal to 
activate the building’s boiler.

But tenants complained the sen-
sors can trigger a false reading 
since it picks up a variety of heat-
related sources such as an open 
oven or an electrical heater. In-

deed, the sensors’ placement can 
produce a false reading, accord-
ing to Heat-Timer Corp., which 
manufactures them. Through 
a case study, Heat-Timer Corp. 
revealed it’s “easy to fool a sen-
sor.” 

The SBAH spokesperson dis-
puted tenants’ claims of having 
no heat or hot water, saying man-
agement has “not found the sen-
sors to be reading incorrectly,” 
adding temperatures are “well 
above the legal requirement.” 

The spokesperson noted that 
complaints have been dismissed 
as unfounded after an inspec-
tion from HPD finds nothing. 
Tenants argue that HPD often 
calls the super or landlord ahead 
of a visit, inadvertently giving 
the super enough time to fix the 
problem. An HPD spokesperson 
did not return an email seeking 
an explanation. 

The new normal continues at 
Valentine Avenue, though one 
tenant, Elsa Ocasio, who’s expe-
riencing a mold issue, said she’s 
unsure how much more she can 
take. “I wish I knew about this,” 
said Ocasio. “I would’ve stayed 
where I was.” 
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