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VICTOR ROSARIO, A tenant at 3450 Decatur Ave., shows off a series of letters blasting management. The Norwood residence is managed

by one of the city’s worst landlords. Clothes and a black trash bag work as insulation against a window that won’t close.

By HAYLEY CAMACHO

On his dining room
table, Victor Rosario has
six letters from the city
Department of Housing
Preservation and Devel-
opment’s Code Enforce-
ment Division certifying
the numerous violations
in his anpartment at 3540

Decatur Ave. Rosario has
been fighting an uphill
battle for the last several
years to get the landlord,
Bob-Al Management Corp,
to make the necessary re-
pairs.

Not surprisingly, the
landlord was on Public
Advocate T.etitia James’

list of worst New York City
landlords released last
week. The list works as a
public shaming against
shifty landlords who balk
at living conditions. In
Norwood and Bedford
Park, 39 buildings were
cited in the list.

“A 1ot of the<e 1andlords

have been repeat offend-
ers,” said James in a ra-
dio interview. “They have
been on this list since its
creation in 2010 and HPD
really needs to be more ag-
gressive in their enforce-
ment mechanisms.”
For Rosario, conditions
(continued on page 18)
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Getting a Say: More Participatory Budgeting Sessions Set

If you had the chance to fill the
role of New York City Councilmember,
where would you earmark $1 million
in capital funds? It’s a question Coun-
cilman Andy Cohen will continue pos-
ing in his latest round of Participatory
Budget sessions, a yearlong process
where locals as young as 14-years-old
in his 11th Council District can offer
input on how to spend taxpayer mon-
ies to better their communities.

Six workshops are slated for this
month:

» Monday, Oct. 20 at 7 p.m.

Schervier Nursing Home

2975 Independence Ave.

» Wednesday, Oct. 22 at 7:30 p.m.

Rambling House

4292 Katonah Ave.

» Thursday, Oct. 23 at 7 p.m.

Mosholu Montefiore Community Center

3450 DeKalb Ave.

* Monday, Oct. 27 at 7 p.m.

Riverdale YM/YWHA,

5625 Arlington Ave.

* Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 7 p.m.

Lehman College Lovinger Theatre,

250 Bedford Pk. Blvd.

* Thursday, Oct. 30 at 7 p.m.

Vladeck Hall,

74 Van Cortlandt Pk. So.

“Participatory Budgeting is the
true definition of bringing govern-
ment to the people,” said Cohen, in a
statement. “Through this process we
will engage residents, increase civic
participation and give the public
more confidence in government.”

There are caveats-- proposals
must be a construction or renova-

tion project, cost a minimum of
$35,000, and proven be a boon to the
public for more than five years. The
winning bid must be submitted by
the middle of 2015.

For more information on the
process, residents are asked to call
Councilman Cohen’s office at (718)
549-7300.

Home Run for USC Knights

Photo courtesy Councilman Andy Cohen’s Office
FOR THEIR VICTORY in the annual Borough Cup, the Uptown Sports Com-
plex Knights were awarded by Councilman Andy Cohen (2nd from left) on Oct.
7 with a citation. Cohen shares a moment in City Hall with USC Knights Coach
Juan Delarosa (4th from left), fellow Councilmember Rafael Espinal (r.), and
USC Knights.

Put the Pedal to the Metal at the 20th Annual Tour de Bronx

Bronxites will strap on their hel-
mets, tune up those bikes and tra-
verse the borough for the 20th annual
Tour de Bronx.

The free all day event gears up Oct.
26, with thousands of riders trekking
through nearly 60 neighborhoods
that include Norwood, Kingsbridge,
Riverdale and Mott Haven. Begin-
ning at the Bronx County Building
and ending at The New York Botani-
cal Garden, the state’s largest tour is
not much of a race but a promotional
vehicle showcasing some of the bor-
ough’s hidden and well-known gems.

“Riding in the Tour de Bronx is a
healthy way to explore our borough,
especially with 6,000 fellow travel-
ers,” said Borough President Ruben
Diaz Jr., in a statement. “Once again,
I am proud to welcome cyclists from
all over the region to this fantastic
event.”

Cyclists can opt for either a 25-
mile course or the loftier 40-mile trail
that stretches to the northern end of

the Bronx. All types of cyclists often
take part in the race, from the leisure
rider with an elaborate two-wheeler
to the more hardcore cyclist in train-
ing.

The venue also serves as part con-
ditioning in a borough still lagging
in physical fitness that’s tethered to
high obesity, asthma and heart rates.

Registration begins at the Bronx
County Building, 851 Grand Con-

course at 9 a.m. Participants will re-
ceive a free bike helmet, courtesy of
the city Transportation Department,
while supplies last. Sponsorship pro-
ceeds will go towards Transporta-
tion Alternatives, an advocacy group
pushing for a more bike-friendly city.
--David Cruz

Editor’s Note: See “Editor’s Pick”
in Out & About on page 19.

Public & Community Meetings

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 will hold its general board meeting on Tues-
day, Oct. 21 at Serviam Gardens, 321 E. 198th St., at 6:30 p.m. Committee
meetings are held on the following dates at the board office, 229A E. 204th
St., at 6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted: Education/Libraries & Youth Ser-
vices committee meets Wednesday, Oct. 22; Parks & Recreation and Senior
Services committees meet Wednesday, Oct. 29 (Note: Senior Services Com-
mittee meets at 7:30 p.m.) For more information call (718) 933-5650.

THE 52ND PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL meets Thursday,
Oct. 16 at the Fordham Hill Oval Corporation, 2455 Sedgwick Ave. from 7
to 9 p.m. For more information, call (718) 220-5824.
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Montefiore

Inspired Medicine

Are You on Dialysis?
Come 1o a Free Dialysis Workshop

Join us to meet and talk to other dialysis patients.
Learn how to live better while on dialysis.

Lunch will be served.

Wednesday, October 22, 2014, 12:00-1:30 pm
Mosholu-Montefiore Community Center
3450 Dekalb Avenue, Bronx

To register call 1-914-377-4559 extension 21670r 2166.
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By DAVID GREENE

After a wild murderous melee outside a local night club, we asked
readers their thoughts on the club scene and how guests can stay safe.

| think that economically they
actually help the community
with their taxes, but there’s a lot
of danger because it’s not really
positive or energetic because
most people want to get loose
and go wild. And that can lead to
negativity. So violence-wise it’s a
bad thing, but economically it’s a
good thing.

Joshua Cabrera

Kingsbridge

In my opinion, there should be a
couple of night clubs for all the
young people, so their moms and
dads my age will know where
their kids are and are safe in the
community as they go and dance
and have a drink with their friends.
They will enjoy themselves and be
off the streets and away from
trouble in a safe environment.
There’re not enough clubs now for
the younger people, so they all go
to one place and when everybody
goes to the one place, you have
conflict.

John Peelan
Woodlawn

It's unfortunate, but it happens.
Night clubs have been around
since before | was a younger man
and there was always trouble and
violence at night clubs. We had
Prohibition and that didn’t work.
People work all week and like to
unwind and go to night clubs and
socialize with their friends. So
there’s really nothing you can do
about it. Night clubs are around,
so you just have to be aware of
your surroundings and what type
of club you go to and just be
careful.

Michael Reddington
Norwood

| think these things happen within
any group of people. | think the
issue is what makes people get
violent and do this. Yes, alcohol
plays a part, but some people
are more violent than others and
it’s difficult to stop that. How you
pick a club that is safe is another
good question. By a community’s
word of mouth, do your research.
That’s the point of Yelp and other
websites. You shouldn’t have to
be afraid of violence when you go
out.

Emanuel Antigua
Inwood

As far as selecting a club, location
is always key. A strict dress code
and an admission cover are also
important. It goes across all races
and ethnicity and really comes
backtoincome.I’minabandcalled
OMF and we perform regularly at
Pianos, the Brickhouse Brewery
and Revolution and they never
have a problem. Usually, if you
have people looking for a cheaper
night, you get a younger crowd
and people with limited funds. If
you have a club without a dress
code, you’ll get a rougher looking
crowd.

James Donald

Jamaica, Queens

A small firm with a sizeable impact

Have your civil rights been violated?

We can help

347 843 6641

False Arrest

Malicious Prosecution
! Excessive Force
# Police Brutality
Prison Conditions

Denial of Medical Care
Inmate on Inmate Assault
Personal Injury
and other matters

Give us a call

Paulose PLLC
Attorneys at Law
John Montoute, Esq.
5676 Riverdale Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

info@pauloseplic.com

Phone

Fl
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Judge: Kingsbridge Armory Ice Plan Can Proceed

By DAVID CRUZ

A plan to build an enormous ice
center in the Kingsbridge Armory
can proceed following a legal squabble
that ended with a Bronx judge ruling
in favor of its lead developer.

Judge John A. Barone dismissed
claims by the plaintiffs-Jonathan
Richter, Jeff Spiritos, and Marcos
Wignell-claiming the trio should
be considered lead developers of the
project. Barone ruled that it’s Kevin
Parker who is the sole partner of the
Kingsbridge National Ice Center LLC
and allowed to continue lease negotia-
tions with the city Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC).

In July, the three plaintiffs had
asked a judge to bar Parker from
speaking with the city EDC, the real
estate arm of the city, over lease nego-
tiations on the Armory. The latest de-
velopment allows Parker to continue
his talks with the city over when a
lease will be signed, clearing KNIC
to repurpose the Armory into an ice
skating center complete with nine
sheets of ice and a 5,000-seat arena for
$320 million.

Artist rendering courtesy Kingsbridge National Ice Center LLC
A BRONX JUDGE recently ruled that the Kingsbridge National Ice Center can pro-
ceed, putting this rendering of KNIC closer to reality.

The lead attorney for the plaintiffs,
Ernest Badway, refused to comment
on the ruling.

Parker’s attorney, Bill Brewer, em-
phasized that the three plaintiffs “had
no right to interfere with this project
or impede its progress.” “Our clients
will continue to aggressively pursue
all the legal remedies to which they
are entitled,” said Brewer in a state-

ment.

Some legal challenges still linger,
which involve undisclosed monetary
claims made by Richter, Spiritos and
Wignell. Brewer has less than three
weeks to answer. Still, Brewer told the
Norwood News that the “lease is im-
minent.”

For now, the lease terms are still
being hashed out between Parker and

the city EDC, with an agency spokes-
person stressing the lawsuits had
never once hampered the EDC’s talk
over the lease with Parker.

The summer-long lawsuits have
likely pushed back construction of the
massive ice center, originally slated
to wrap up construction by 2017. The
project isnow a year delayed. Once the
site is built, it will activate the Com-
munity Benefits Agreement, a legally
binding document hammered out
by the community stakeholders and
KNIC. The agreement tacks on stipu-
lations that include local hiring, a one
percent revenue sharing plan, and an
allocation of 50,000 square feet of com-
munity space at the Armory’s lower
levels.

And even as KNIC plowed through
the judicial channels, it was able to se-
cure financing from various groups,
namely The Kresge Foundation.
Driven by its need for “social invest-
ment,” the philanthropic organization
agreed to serve as the lead investor in
a $30 million equity raise for KNIC.
The project is estimated at $350 mil-
lion.

Mosholu Montefiore Community Center

Child Care Programs

Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks
8am-6pm extra hours available
12 months program

AFFORADABLE!

FREE!

. LOCATIONS
1

Childcare Programs! Ages 1-4years
FREE! Van Cortlandt

. 3880 Sedgwick Ave. Bronx, NY 10463
Universal Pre-K 718-543-0231
4 years Half & Full Day o

MMCC Main Building

3450 Dekalb Ave. Bronx, NY 10468
718-654-0563

Head Start
3 &4years

Affordable Fees & Vouchers Accepted

MMCC

T T L L L
3450 Dekalb Avenue Bronx, NY 10467
718-882-4000

www.mmcc.org

THE BROME B

. ]
Fordham Bedford

30 Years @

We're proud to Provide Safe and
Affordable Housing Throughout the
Northwest Bronx.

Studios, 1,2 and 3 bedroom
Apartments Available.

Minimum Anmeal Income Limits For Bent Affordalility®

Studios - $22,000
| Bedroom Apartments - $29,000
2 Bedroom Apartments - $37,000
3 Bedroom Apartments - $41,000

*No Misdmisis for Applicants with @ Houslrng Sibsidy
“Affordalrility is based on 30% of an applicant s monthly income

Pick up application at:
Fordham Bedford Housing Corporation
2751 Grand Concourse, The Bronx

718-367-3200
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BronxTalk Gelebrates 20 Years on the Air

By DAVID CRUZ

The Edward R. Murrow of the
Bronx is celebrating 20 years on the
air.

Gary Axelbank, the even-handed
Bronxite who’s been the host of Bronx-
Talk since 1994, is slated to hold an
anniversary bash of the public access
show on Oct. 22 that takes a trip down
memory lane.

The soiree at the Andrew Freed-
man House will highlight some
landmark episodes in the program,
a journalism talk show that’s seen a
pantheon of pundits, politicians and
locals discuss borough issues each
year. Axelbank recently wrapped up
his 950th episode with the Norwood
News and Friends of Mosholu Park-
land. He’s added it to a 68-page list
of every episode and guest that’s ap-
peared on the program.

Following the recap presentation
will be a meet and greet with Axel-
bank, who will don his hosting cap
to gauge guests about the program’s
popularity. “BronxTalk was a revela-
tion because it was the first talk show
in the Bronx,” Axelbank told the Nor-
wood News. “I worked with people

Photo courtesy BronxTalk With Gary Axelbank
GARY AXELBANK , HOST of BronxTalk, reached a mledtone with its 950th episode
on Monday, Oct. 6, with guests David Cruz, Norwood News editor-in-chief (2nd from
right) and Elizabeth Quaranta (r.) of the Friends of Mosholu Parkland stopping by to
share what’s happening in the community.

that reflected the local realities that
are outside people’s windows.”

With 950 episodes in the can, a
swell of unforgettable moments fol-
lowed. One of them involved a 1996
debate between convicted former
State Senator Pedro Espada and State
Senator David Rosado. “Mr. Espada
had let his security guards hand him

a hatchet, and that was the moment
that nobody could’ve predicted, and
nobody has done better,” said Axel-
bank with a laugh.

The show currently airs every
Monday on BronxNet, the public ac-
cess station that’s been the home of
BronxTalk since the beginning. The
program is not always hard-news

driven--there are certainly light-
hearted moments such as art presen-
tations by Daniel Hauben.

Axelbank was no stranger to
broadcasting, having hailed from
the radio music industry in his early
years. After stints in Maryland and
Delaware, he worked alongside an un-
known shock jock Howard Stern, who
was then a program director at the
former radio station WRNW.

“By the time BronxTalk came
around, this was 1994, I had already
been on the air for 18 years,” said
Axelbank. “So being on the air was
not the issue, it was just learning a
new medium.” Axelbank has adapted
well, never breaking a sweat and pre-
paring ahead of time for any inter-
view or yearly debate during the po-
litical season.

He’s never tired of the program
and he intends to stick around. “Ev-
ery day and every show is something
else to communicate,” said Axelbank.
“The biggest personality of that show
is the borough of the Bronx. It’s just
an endless amount of things to talk
about and an endless number of inter-
esting people.”

MMCC

By oy ore B ot a e
MOSHOLU MONTEFIORE COMMUNITY CENTER

>

KEEPING TEENS SAFE (13-19 YEars)

ART ¢ DANCE o BASKETBALL ¢« GYM ¢ GAME ROOM e SPORTS o FITNESS o CLUBS « DRAMA
Music e THEATER o TUTORING ¢ COMPUTERS o GED/HSE o REGENTS PREP o LEADERSHIP

STOP BY TO REGISTER WEEKDAYS AT 6PM

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB TEEN CENTER
3450 Dekalb Avenue
718-882-4000
(Tues-Thurs: 6:30-9pm, Sat: 7-10pm)
Van Service Home ($1) Tues-Thurs

MARBLE HILL TEEN CENTER
5365 Broadway and 228th St.
718-562-9450
(Mon-Fri: 6pm-10pm, Sat: 10am-5pm)

P.S. 86 BEACON TEEN CENTER
2756 Reservoir Ave
718-563-7410
(Mon-Fri: 3pm-9pm , Sat: 9am-5pm)

P.S. 8 BEACON
3010 Briggs Ave. & Bedford Park Blvd.
718-329-0595
(Mon-Fri: 3pm-9pm , Sat: 9am-5pm)

GUN HILL TEEN CENTER
745 Magenta St. Off White Plains Rd.
718-324-1807
(Mon-Fri: 6pm-10pm, Sat:10am-5pm)

BOSTON SECOR TEEN CENTER
3540 Bivona St.
718-671-1040
(Mon-Fri: 6pm-10pm , Sat: 10am-5pm)

EDENWALD COMMUNITY CENTER
1150 East 229th St.
718-652-0246
(Mon-Fri: 6pm-10pm, Sat:10am-5pm)

M.S.142 BEACON
3750 Baychester Ave
718-798-6670
(Mon-Fri: 3pm-9pm , Sat 9am-5pm)

M.S. 113 BEACON
3710 Barnes Ave. & Williamsbridge Rd.
718-347-9622
(Mon-Fri: 3pm-9pm , Sat: 9am-5pm)

NEW! AMPARK BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
Amalgamated Houses (Opening late fall)
130 Gale PL
718-796-9300
(Wed & Thur: 6:30-9pm, Fri & Sat: 7pm-10pm)

3450 DEKALB AVENUE BRONX, NY 10467 | 718-882-4000 EXT O

www.mMcC.oRG i 3
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Rivera Reminds Pinnacle
Tenants of Payout

By JANAKI CHADHA

Though the class-action lawsuit
against The Pinnacle Group resulted
in a settlement over three years ago,
roughly 1 percent of Bronx tenants in
Pinnacle buildings have filed claims
for their share of the settlement.

This issue drove Senator Gustavo
Rivera to visit qualified tenants in his
33rd Senate District, reminding them
of the settlement. Rivera has gone
door-to-door since late September. On
a visit on Oct. 9, Rivera handed out no-
tices to tenants who have lived in Pin-
nacle-owned building between 2004
and 2010.

Tenants have been receiving legal
notices about these claims in the mail,
but according to Rivera, “a lot of folks
doubted the legitimacy of the notices.”

Legal Aid Society attorneys, tasked
to hand out settlements, said there are
66 Pinnacle buildings in the Bronx
with a potential 6,671 claimants. But so
far, only 87 claims in the borough have
been filed. Lack of notice about the
settlement has compelled the courts to

extend the filing deadline from Octo-
ber to Dec. 31.

The case against The Pinnacle
Group goes back to 2006, when the
Norwood News broke the story on the
questionable tactics management
used against various tenants in the
Northwest Bronx and parts of Harlem.
Several allegations of harassment, un-
lawful evictions, and rent increases
followed that eventually led to a class-
action lawsuit settled in 2011.

Kim Powell, a tenant organizer
who suffered under Pinnacle’s hand
for several years, said many tenants
have had trouble deciphering the fil-
ing process and their entitlements
since information was, at first, hard to
understand.

Her organization, Buyers and Rent-
ers United to Save Harlem (BRUSH),
has set up workshops to deconstruct
the filing process. “I think it makes
it easier for tenants to understand ex-
actly what a claim is, rather than sim-
ply presenting them something that
says, ‘come one, come all, here’s free

Photo courtesy Sen. Gustavo Rivera’s Office

A PAYOUT MAY still await this tenant (r.), paid a visit by Sen. Gustavo Rivera, letting
residents know of a recent settlement reached between tenants of buildings owned by

The Pinnacle Group and its occupants.

legal representation’,” she said. The
organization has also held workshops
informing tenants on what they’re
entitled to, how separate occurrences
are handled, how one can locate or re-
trieve old records, and other aspects of
filing a claim.

On his various recent building vis-
its, Rivera commented that, “Over-
whelmingly, the response had been
positive,” but also stressed the ur-
gency of the situation.

“In this case, this company has set-

tled alawsuit that was brought against
them alleging all sorts of horrible be-
havior,” he said. “We have to make
sure the people that had been victims
of this behavior can actually get the
money that is due to them as part of
the legal settlement, so it’s really im-
portant to me that Bronxites know.”

Rivera encouraged affected tenants
to call the Pinnacle Legal Assistance
Helpline at (888) 736-8115 to receive
assistance in hammering out their
claim.

Bronx

uplift the Bronx
uplift yourself
volunteer

The Bronx Volunteer Coalition (BxVC) is a group
of Bronx organizalions with a mission fo increase
volunteerism in the Bronx. We act as a hub for
Bronx residents to give back to their community
by helping people connect with volunteer
opportunities in their neighborhood.

Volunteer
Coalition

. (444) 274-5047

' @dronxVolunteers

f Bronx-Voelunteer-Coalition
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Building Upon Webster Avenue

Construction of new 10-story residence underway

By ANTON K. NILSSON

Heavy-duty bulldozers and
trucks pepper an empty lot on
Webster Avenue near 205th
Street, where a new 10-story,
60-unit residential building is
now under construction. And
the point has been made loud
and clear: The Bedford, as it
will be called, will not be sup-
portive housing, a nagging
problem for the burgeoning
Webster Avenue stretch.

A small fraction of units,
however, will be reserved
for the formerly homeless
through the state Section 8
Housing Choice Voucher Pro-
gram, said Guido Subotovsky,
president of the Azimuth De-
velopment Group, the build-
ing’s landlord. Over the sum-
mer, Subotovsky’s crew tore
down a glass shop, private
home, and a church to make
way for the modern art deco
building at 3160 Webster Ave.

The residence will largely
offer apartments at afford-
able rents and a first floor
commercial component, as
per city guidelines.

The $22 million project is
financed through the New
York State Division of Homes
and Community Renewal,
which mandates affordable

Photo by Anton K. Nilsson

SAFETY COORDINATOR MARK BASS () and a colleague oversee the removing of debris from the

building site at 3160 Webster Ave.

leases be doled out via lot-
tery. Monthly rents will run
$751 for a studio apartment
to $1786 for a three-bedroom
unit, Subotovsky said.

The entire first floor will
be allotted to commercial or
community spaces that’s part
of a larger plan to turn Web-
ster Avenue into a “vibrant
corridor” for new housing
and retail.

Azimuth has already
built a three-story mixed-use
building abutting the site of

The Bedford, housing a char-
ter school, an impending
medical office and a Crunch
Fitness gym. The idea behind
this wave of construction
came after a major rezoning
effort of 80 blocks of Webster
Avenue in 2009, a move lob-
bied by the Four Bronx Insti-
tution Alliance.

“The rezoning of Web-
ster Avenue that occurred
a couple of years back was
extremely important for the
uptake of new development,”

MEWS Il at Baldwin Place

Clayton Blvd, Town of Somers, Westchester County
1 & 2 Bedroom Apartments for Seniors 55+

914-332-4144

Application Deadline:

October 27, 2014

For Application or Information:

hac@affordablehomes.org °

www.housingactioncouncil.org

New senior community featuring
75 Apartments
. Patio or Deck, Laundry facilities on-site

Individual controlled Heating & A/C

. Supermarket/ Retail close-by

. Rents from $858 to $1244

. Maximum household income $36,300 to

$48,800 (Depending on household size)

Subotovsky said. He notes
that since rezoning, “the area
has gone from much more of
a heavy commercial district
with auto garages and things
of that nature, to a real retail
thoroughfare.”

Assaf Gal, owner of the
Crunch next to The Bedford,
told the Norwood News it is ap-
parent that the neighborhood
is changing. “It’s not that it’s
becoming upscale,” Gal said.
“There are just more options
now.”

The Webster Avenue Mer-
chants Association, helping
to spur business development
on Webster Avenue between
East Mosholu Parkway and
195th Street, released a retail
analysis of the area this sum-
mer, identifying which types
of businesses are most sought-
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after by local residents.

A bank and a “nice, sit-
down restaurant” are attrac-
tive businesses for The Bed-
ford, said Marcia Cameron,
deputy director of the Mo-
sholu Preservation Corpora-
tion, the organization that
created the group.

Adaline Walker-Santiago,
chairperson of Community
Board 7, told the Norwood
News that her organization
fully supports the develop-
ment at 3160 Webster Ave.
“There are so many things
happening on Webster Av-
enue right now, that it is
hard to keep track of them,”
Walker-Santiago said. “[The
Bedford] is exactly the type
of building we want,” she
continued. “It is classic, yet
modern, and it is for people of
mixed income.” The commer-
cial ground floor, Walker-
Santiago said, is “exactly the
type of place the community
is looking for.”

The latest construction
project complements further
development on the strip. A
mile and half down, the Stagg
Group is at the last phase of
erecting two affordable hous-
ing buildings by Webster Av-
enue between 201st Street and
Bedford Park Boulevard.

But a block up from The
Bedford, an eight-story sup-
portive housing facility by
Concern Norwood Housing
Development Fund Inc. is
going up. The Bedford is ex-
pected to be completed by
2016.

Photo by Anton K. Nilsson

A SIGN INFORMS passers-by of the ongoing construction project

at 3160 Webster Ave.
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CRIME FILE

By ANTON K. NILSSON
Police are on the lookout for a
white vehicle seen bolting the scene
of a murderous melee outside a
Fordham night club on Sunday, Oct.
5. One person died and five people
were injured in a blocks-long street
brawl that began outside the Xtreme

Lounge at 2510 Valentine Ave.
Photos from a surveillance cam-

Photo by David Greene

era, 'WhICh Ca?tured the white c.ar POLICE SHUT DOWN several streets as they investigate a brawl on Valentine Av-
leaving the crime scene, were dis- enye that continued along East Fordham Road.

tributed by the NYPD’s 52nd Pre-
cinct, and police are now asking the
public to help identify the vehicle.
The deceased, 24-year-old Dennis
Rodriguez of Mott Haven, was shot
in the torso as he exited the Xtreme
Lounge around 3:50 a.m. Two oth-
ers were also shot, one of whom was
hit in the head and is listed in criti-
cal condition at St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal. Two victims were slashed, and

GREAT RATES

another was assaulted with a base-
ball bat, taking hits to the head and
torso.

By late Sunday morning, detec-
tives sifted through more than 40
pieces of evidence, mostly clothes
and lost footwear from fleeing par-
tygoers. One piece of evidence in-
cluded the aluminum baseball bat
used on one of the victims.

Special 4 Year CD Account

1,19

APY*

7o

Minimum opening deposit is $500

Power Flex Money Market Account

) \) e ,,'_I 4\:—'
1 OY% oI

Introductory rate guaranteed for 6 months

APY**

7o

Effective Annual Percentage Yield

The nightclub has been a problem
for some time, local residents say.
One man, who works in the building
opposite the Xtreme Lounge and who
refused to be identified, told the Nor-
wood News that there have been “a
lot of problems” at the club, and that
“crazy people” from Manhattan reg-
ularly show up on weekend nights to
cause trouble. “People are tired of it,”

Cops Search for White Car Linked to Fordham Melee

e

the man said.

Another local resident, who like-
wise declined to give a name, said
she was sorry to hear the news about
the deadly incident. “There is a lot of
violence in this neighborhood,” the
woman said sadly as she enjoyed the
sunshine on a bench in nearby Poe
Park. “A lot of violence. Lord have

mercy.”

Still, according to the New York
State Liquor Authority, the agency
that regulates bars, Xtreme Lounge
has a current license with no recent
incidents of violence reported.

Editor’s Note: Anyone with in-
Jformation in regard to this incident is
asked to call the NYPD’s Crime Stop-
pers Hotline at 800-577-TIPS. The pub-
lic can also submit their tips by log-
ging on to the Crime Stoppers Website
at  www.nypdcrimestoppers.com or
texting tips to 274637(CRIMES), then
enter TIP577. Additional reporting by
David Greene.

ENTER OUR

Fall Sweepstakes

FOR YOUR
CHANCE TO WIN

Bronx, New York
7185430400

3899 Sedgwick Avenue

>1, 000!

Join us for Family Fun
Saturday Events in October !

o) RIDGELAOOD
SAVINGS BANK

mu[tilo/é/ the gooc{

All offers available only at our Sedgwick Branch and end October 31, 2014. Except for those offers available until October 31, 2014, all Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are subject to change without notice. In-bank
transfers ineligible. Maximum deposit is $250,000. FDIC regulations apply. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors. *Substantial penalties for early withdrawal. **This is a tiered account and APY’s will vary
with balance. The minimum to open a Power Flex Money Market Account is $1,000. If your daily balance is below $10,000, the APY is 0.05%. If your balance is between $10,000 - $24,999, the APY is 0.10%. If your
balance is $25,000 or more, the promotional rate of 0.80% is in effect for the first 6 months after account opening; thereafter it will revert to the prevailing variable rate, projecting a first year 0.55% APY. Fees could reduce
earnings. TTNo purchase necessary. Sweepstakes rules are available at branch. Employees of Ridgewood Savings Bank and its subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible for entry into the Fall Sweepstakes.
Sweepstakes ends October 31, 2014. Drawing date is November 3, 2014. Offers subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. Member FDIC
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Pickwick Arms Apartments Left in the Cold

By KASIA ROMANOWSKA

After living for months without gas
and an on-site super in case of emer-
gencies, tenants of a historic building
in Norwood are now demanding bet-
ter quality of life as the wintry months
loom.

Problems for tenants at the fa-
mous Pickwick Arms at 3224 Grand
Concourse began in April after smell-
ing a gas odor in the courtyard of the
building. Crews soon shut down the
gas, later doling out portable electric
stoves to tenants, making it an impos-
sible task to cook. In some cases, ten-
ants just order takeout or have fam-
ily members bring in hot food. But
what was thought of as a temporary
fix seems to have gone on too long for
residents.

The lack of heat and the constant
threat of a gas explosion caused “one
frustration after another,” accord-
ing to Helene Hartman-Kutnowsky,
a Community Board 7 member who
has been living in the building for 30
years.

No Super

On top of the lack of heat, the ten-
ants of the Tudor-style building have
been grappling with the absence of a
super who quit just as the gas problem
surfaced.

“We need someone who could be
available to take care of [the build-
ing],” said Hartman-Kutnowsky.
Charlie Fritsch, a fellow tenant who
worked as a building manager for sep-
arate residences, has equally grown
tired of seeing the custodial post va-
cant.

The pre-war walk-up building
with 114 apartments is owned by 3224
Grand Concourse LLC with the head
officer listed as Shaul Koplewitz and
the managing agent identified as Si-

Photo by Kasia Romanowska

THE PICKWICK ARMS in Norwood continues to grapple with a lack of heat and super for at least half a year.

mon Roseman. “The manager is po-
lite with me, but he does nothing”
said one of the tenants who tried to
call the office, but was unsuccessful.
Management didn’t return calls to the
Norwood News seeking comment.
Tenants have also harangued 311,
but their grievances have been over-

PLATING A VACATION

TAKING A TRIP?

B Cruises, Vacation Land Packages

Frd

~Individual and Group Reservations
Cruise Vacation Center

& All Inclusive
Call Linda e Travel Consultant at

914-329-3700

For the Best Deal & First Class Customer Service.

looked.

Legal Troubles

The dwelling has 262 violations,
among them 99 complaints regarding
the lack of heat, according to the city
Housing Preservation and Develop-
ment agency. The majority, 148, are
hazardous B violations. Up until Oct.
8, the building was not registered on
the HPD website, a violation of the
agency’s rules.

In addition, HPD and tenants
have separate pending court cases
against the building owners for lack
of upkeep. HPD had to step in sev-
eral times to make repairs, spending
$5,472 of taxpayer money to perform
emergency repairs the owner did not
correct fast enough.

According to a new violation im-
posed on the management company,
the workers making basic repairs
are unskilled and have no license.
The overall resnonse from citv acen-

cies has largely been slow, according
to Fritsch, who longed for the years
when the city was more responsive.
“Ten years ago if you said you had
no heat, no hot water, you had inspec-
tors crawling over the building,” said
Fritsch. “It wouldn’t happen any-
more.”

Although he has been dealing
with all kinds of situations through-
out his 30 years of living at the Pick-
wick Arms, he called this one “the
most venal, avaricious, greedy, in-
competent bunch without a shred of
humanity.”

As October moves along, residents
are beginning to worry about their
fate when the colder months settle in
or when the holidays roll in. Many
can’t quite envision what Thanksgiv-
ing will look like, let alone the holi-
day bird.

“It would look bad and taste bad,”
said Rafael Cestero, a retired resident
livine on the first floor
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Be Healthy {2

The Rebirth of NCBH’s Maternity Ward

By DAVID CRUZ

North Central Bronx Hos-
pital has delivered its newest
bundle of joy-a revamp of its
maternity ward that’s slated
to open soon.

A contingent of community
groups, hospital officials and
elected officials gathered for
a ceremonial ribbon-cutting
of the mommy ward, where
service halted over a year ago
amid a medical staffing short-
age.

Anthony Rajkumar, the
Chief Operating Officer for
North Bronx Healthcare
Network, told the Norwood
News his hope is the suspen-
sion “never occurs again.”

“At that moment we were
challenged in terms of hav-
ing the appropriate levels of
staff,” said LaRay Brown,
with HHC’s Corporate Plan-

ning, Community Health and
Intergovernmental Relations.
“But we have come a long way
for all the babies in the North
Bronx.”

Staff shortages at Jacobi
Medical Center forced medi-
cal staffers from NCBH to
head there. That snowballed
at NCBH, creating a crisis
that endangered service that
forced expectant families
to schlep to Jacobi, which is
three miles away. NCBH was
responsible for 10 percent of
Bronx baby births, or 1400
newborns yearly.

A grassroots movement
borne of the closure formed,
drawing attention from local
legislators who pressed city
hospital officials to map out
a game plan to reopen. This
came after several somewhat
raucous community meetings

and City Council hearings.
Eventually, the two sides be-
gan “rowing in the same di-
rection,” according to Coun-
cilman Andy Cohen, whose
district lies within the hospi-
tal.

Cohen’s colleague, Coun-
cilman Ritchie Torres, was
also credited for spearhead-
ing talks. “Ifeel like it was the
community that really cre-
ated the momentum that led
to this moment,” said Torres,
who earmarked $600,000 of
the $2 million needed for the
ward’s facelift. “I'm proud to
be a part of the fruits of your
labor.”

Monies went to new equip-
ment, an upgraded recovery
room, and the installation of a
new infant protection system.
Funds also went to an aggres-
sive media blitz to ensure par-

Percentage of Bronx births that happen
at North Central Bronx Hospital.
(Source: North Central Bronx Hospital)

Vital

Stats

Photo by David Cruz

HOSPITAL OFFICIALS, LAWMAKERS and community leaders
help cut the ceremonial red ribbon for the newly revamped maternity
ward at North Central Bronx Hospital.

ents knew about the opening.
Unions also stepped in to
ensure adequate staff were in
place to prevent another exo-
dus. HHC heard that input, ac-
cording to a statement by Dr.
Frank Proscia, president of
the Doctors Council SEIU.
The ward on the seventh
and eight floors of the Nor-
wood hospital still needs ap-

proval by the state Health De-
partment, which is imminent,
according to officials.

With the ward set to reopen
shortly, Assemblyman Mark
Gjonaj, whose district hugs
the city hospital, declared the
ward “open for business!”

“So go home and start prac-
ticing!” said Gjonaj, drawing
laughs.
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Spotlighting
Bronx Youth Heard

Photo by Katina Paron
BRONX YOUTH HEARD picked up a generous grant from the Simon Bolivar Founda-
tion on Sept. 18 at a ceremony in the Bronx Zoo. David Cruz (r.), editor-in-chief of
the Norwood News and program director of Bronx Youth Heard, stands along-
side Rafael Gomez, president of The Simon Bolivar Foundation.

Photo courtesy Bronx Youth Heard
BRONX YOUTH HEARD instructor Katina Paron leads a full house of students for the
first day of the fall Bronx Youth Heard journalism program. The 12-week after
school initiative teaches Bronx high school students the basics of journalism.
Students between the ages of 13 and 19 are given the tools needed to write their
own news stories. Best of luck aspiring journeymen!

Affordable Housing For Rent

20 NEWLY CONSTRUCTED UNITS
2311 Tiebout Avenue Bronx, NY 10468

'_;":f':"f""_ Transit: D/B/4 train to 182nd Street, BX41 to Webster/
i.l." I'TU B E.182nd St., BX34 to Valentine Ave/Fordham Rd,
'7:;'“' BX1/ BX2 to Grand Concourse/Field Pl

1B EE More Info: www.fordham-bedford.org

No application fee. No brokers fee.
Smoke-free building

w
e

Who Individuals or households who meet the income and household
Should size requirements listed in the table below may apply. Only qualified
Apply? applicants will be eligible for apartments. Applicants who live in New
pply: York City receive a general preference for apartments
Preference for a percentage of units goes to:
« Applicants with mobility impairments (5%)
« Applicants with visual or hearing impairments (2%)
» Residents of Bronx Community District 5 (50%)
* Municipal employees (5%)
Unit Size  Monthly Rent*  Units Available Household Size**  Annual Household Earning***
1person $18,274 - $23,520
1 bedroom $533 2 2 people 1 $18,274 - $26,880
- 1 person i $28,971 - $35,280
1bedroom $845 6 = 2people $28,971 - $40,320
2 people it $22,320 - $26,880
2 bedroom $651 2 3 people it $22,320 - $30,240
4 people  ihit $22,320 - $33,560
2 people it $35,109 - $40,320
2 bedroom $1024 10 = 3 peopie 11} $35,109 - $45,360

4 people it $35,109 - $50,340

* Rent includes gas for cooking ~ ** Household size includes you and

everyone who will live with you.

*** Household earnings includes
salary, tips, pension, social
security, child support, public
assistance and other income for
household members. Income
guidelines subject to change.

Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to:
www.nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request an application by

mail, send a postcard or self-addressed envelope, to: Fordham
Bedford Housing Corporation, Attn. Tiebout Green LLC, 2751
Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY 10468. If you choose to submit
your completed application by mail, completed applications
must be sent by regular mail only_(NO PRIORITY, OVERSIZED
CERTIFIED, REGISTERED, EXPRESS OR OVERNIGHT MAIL
WILL BE ACCEPTED) to the Post Office Box address indicated
on the application. Only send one application per development.
Don’t submit duplicate applications. Do not apply online and also
send in a paper application. Applicants who submit more than one
application will be disqualified.

How Do You
Apply?

When is the Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later
Deadline? than November 10, 2014. Late applications will not be considered.

After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a
lottery process. If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you
will be invited to an interview to continue the process of
determining your eligibility.

What Happens
After You Submit
an Application?

— R - Mayor Bill d_e BIaSIO o
m i BEDFORD HPD Commissioner Vicki Been
é\ et P s vation HOUSING .

&D evelopment Jan iy @ CORPORATION www.nyc.gov/housingconnect
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Community Fuming Over Armory So

By KASIA ROMANOWSKA

Hey, where’s our say?!?

A German rave scheduled at the
Kingsbridge Armory in November
stirred outrage over the logistical
nightmare posed by the two-day in-
ternational event. It also revealed the
lack of communication between the
city Economic Development Corpora-
tion and Community Board 7, blind-
sided by the venue.

“It would be the wise thing
for the city to have consulted and
talked about the infrastructure and
also the strategy of this event,” said
Councilman Fernando Cabrera at a
news conference in front of the empty
fortress on Oct. 13.

Cabrera, along with CB7, are still
demanding to see the permits and fire
safety protocols required to operate
the event. Dustin Engelken, CB7 dis-
trict manager, said that in case of such
a big event, “all the agencies should be
involved” in the decision-making pro-
cess. Engelken noted that only the lo-
cal Police Department was notified
about the event.

Time Warp, the two-day German
rave festival, is set to mark its 20th

anniversary this Thanksgiving week-
end. It will bring 10,000 domestic and
international revelers to the Armory,
which could hamper parking in an
otherwise crammed neighborhood.

Although merchants are excited
about the event expected to jolt busi-
nesses, residents are worried that the
chaos will disrupt the life of the com-
munity, causing security, traffic and
drug-related problems. The issue of
parking has already drummed up out-
rage by opponents of the Kingsbridge
National Ice Center in the Armory, ex-
pected to bring a swell of traffic in the
coming years.

But Adaline Walker-Santiago, CB7
chair, noticed the positive impact of
the festival. “They tried to take [the
event] to the Barclays Center in Brook-
lyn, so I'm impressed they’re doing it
here,” she said.

The issue was brought up during a
recent CB7 Public Safety Committee
meeting, where Board members were
reassured by the Police Department
about the safety of the event. “We had
music events over here, but they were
for one day,” said Walker-Santiago.

William Francis, a member living

ree

Photo by Kasia Romanowska
COUNCILMAN FERNANDO CABRERA (at podium) stands in front of the Kingsbridge
Armory, the site of a giant German rave next month. Alongside Cabrera are (I-r) resi-
dent William Francis, Community Board 7 Chair Adaline Walker-Santiago and
CB?7 district manager Dustin Engelken.

close to the Armory, said “the EDC
showed no respect to the community”
by allowing the rave to happen with-
out public input. He’s also concerned
about the wrong message that could
be sent to young people throughout
the entire event.

“It’s sad that we're here today with-
out any real information on what’s
happening,” said Engelken. “But it’s

not too late. I hope [the EDC and the
festival organizers] will take the in-
vitation and give us a call and make
sure we’re doing the things in the
right way.”

For now, members have extended
an invite to city officials to discuss
logistics. Concerns can be directed to
Community Board 7 at (718) 933-5650
or e-mail info@bronxcb7.info.

ADVERTISE TODAY

in the

NORWOOD NEWS

Nearly 40,000 readers means 40,000 customers.

SELL YOUR BRAND. MAKE MONEY.
Advertise in the Norwood News. Call 718-324-4998.
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Professional Directory

James M. Visser, Esq.
General Practice
Accidents, Commercial
Wills & Estates
Offices Bronx and Manhattan
(646) 260-6326

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5,
Bronx, NY 10467

Now Hiring! The Norwood News seeks
a freelance advertising sales rep to help
grow the Bronx’s best community news-
paper. Applicants must be self-starters

with some sales experience.

Email resumes to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

Ages 0to 21 years
Judith A. Simms, Esq. General Practice, Obesity, Asthma,
Immigration Law Practice ADHD
Green Cards, Citizenship, etc.
361%3 Whitelfl’%?ilgiéoad Same-Day Appointment Every Day!
(347) 460-0765 (718) 881-8999
Help Wanted

Good News Christian Church

3061 Bainbridge Ave.

(basement of the Church of the Holy

Nativity)
Bronx, NY 10467
(347) 329-0023

Pastors James and Andrea Miller

Sunday service at 2 p.m.
Home fellowship bible studies on
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Friday night prayer service at 7 p.m.
Visit us at www.goodnewscc.word-

press.com.

Glad Tidings Assembly of God
2 Van Cortlandt Ave. E. and Jerome

Avenue
(718) 367-4040

Prayer Wednesdays at 11 a.m. and

7:30 p.m.

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Service at 11 a.m.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
A PLACE OF GRACE IN NOR-
WOOD
3061 Bainbridge Ave., Bronx, NY
Phone: (718) 652-6839
Web Site: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP
Sundays at noon
BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.
THRIFT SHOP
Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to3p.m.

Member of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America
God’s work -- our hands

SERVICES

Computer Repair
Upgrade, troubleshooting: Laptop
overheats, cracked screen, broken
power jack, virus removal, data re-
covery. Call James (646) 281-4475, (718)
324-4332.

Patty Cakes Family Daycare

Now enrolling-specials available. All
ages welcome. Open Monday-Friday
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Affordable, quality
daycare ($150 weekly & vouchers wel-
come), 2700 Grand Concourse, Bronx,
New York 10458. Contact: Claudette
(917) 331-8974.

TRIPS

Trip to Atlantic City
Saturday, Oct. 18, 2014 - Atlantic City
Tropicana Casino. Leaving from East
163rd Street and Southern Boulevard
at 3 p.m. For more information, please
call Eddie at (718) 757-5485.

[Falior the Novrwoad News
o Facebook amd

._'| Enarencdnews on Twitter
. E

REAL ESTATE

Fully renovated 3-family house for
sale in Wakefield: 2/2/1 bedrooms.
All amenities, 2/5 train, supermar-
kets, great shopping areas. Big lots,
50x116, market for as much as 15 cars.
Great investment that pays for itself.
Price: $485,000. (917) 622-5810. Owner
help with closing cost.

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Formation of GNI Auto

Parts International, a domestic or
foreign Limited Liability Company
(LLC). Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of State on
June 16, 2014. NY Office location:
BRONX County. Secretary of
State is designated as agent
upon whom process against the
LLC may be served. Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any
process against the LLC served
upon him/her to C/O The LLC,
116 East Mosholu Parkway South,
Bronx, NY 10458.

Purpose: Any lawful activity.

NYPD's 2014 Community

S Ciimag IFoe™
B
.

CAREER

DAY

Finad oun Feow o deella may anslee e
& a5 i WYPD

Saturday, October 18th
12:00pm - 4:00pm
Poe Park
East 192nd Street & Grand Concourse
Bronx, NY
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

Gjonaj Mobile Office

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj’s
mobile office van is open each
Wednesday from noon to 4 p.m.
at the corner of East 204th Street
and Bainbridge Avenue for con-
stituents to voice community
concerns. For more information,
call (718) 409-0109.

NYPD Career Community Day
NYPD recruiters will be at Poe
Park at East 192nd Street and the
Grand Concourse on Saturday,
Oct. 18 from noon to 4 p.m. as part
NYPD Community Career Day.
Various departments include po-
lice, school safety and traffic di-
visions. For more information,
contact your local precinct.

Free Flu Shots

Free flu shots will be admin-
istered to residents ages 18+ on
Friday, Oct. 24 at the Riverdale
YM-YWHA at 5625 Arlington
Ave. between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Participants are required to con-
tact the office of Assemblyman
Jeff Dinowitz, a lead sponsor, at

(718) 796-5345 to guarantee a flu
shot.

Free Financial Seminars
Ridgewood Savings Bank will
hold a First-Time Homebuyers
Workshop on Oct. 21 from 6:15
to 8:15 p.m. at 711 Allerton

Ave. (call (718) 882-2220); and a
Financial Education Seminar on
Oct. 29 from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m. at
3445 Jerome Ave. (call (718) 881-
3430); both free and open to the
public.

Financial Ed Workshops

University Neighborhood
Housing Program at 2751 Grand
Concourse, offers a series of five
free financial education work-
shops on Tuesdays from 6 to 8
p.m. beginning Nov. 4. Topics
include credit building and debt
management. For more informa-
tion or to RSVP, call (718) 933-
2539.

Food Bank Assistance
The Food Bank of New York of-
fers free meals and food for the

needy throughout the Bronx. It
also assists with other services
including food stamps, income
tax returns, job training, and le-
gal assistance. To find a location
near you, call (212) 566-7855 or
visit http://www.foodbanknyec.
org/news/find-help.

MMCC Services

The Mosholu Montefiore Com-
munity Center offers a number of
services including food stamps
(ext. 304) at 3450 DeKalb Ave. For
more information and details of
classes and programs, call (718)
882-4000. In addition, there is
Head Start and Universal Pre-K
at the Van Cortlandt Jewish Cen-
ter at 3880 Sedgwick Ave. Call
(718) 654-0563 for more informa-
tion.

Recycle Clothes and Food
Recycleold clothes, food scraps
for compost, and other textiles at
GrowNYC’s Poe Park Greenmar-
ket, 192nd Street and the Grand
Concourse, Tuesdays from 8 a.m.

to 1:30 p.m., through Nov. 25. For
more information, call (212) 788-
7964.

Homebuying AssistanceThe
Northwest Bronx Resource Cen-
ter hosts homebuying counseling
workshops on the first or third
Friday of every month. For more
information or to RSVP for an
appointment with a HUD coun-
selor, call (718) 933-3101.

52nd Precinct Explorers

The 52nd Precinct Law Enforce-
ment Explorers meets Tuesdays at
4:30 p.m. at 3016 Webster Ave. The
group is open to youth ages 14 to 20.
Learn about law enforcement as a
career, meet with local police offi-
cers, participate in projects, trips,
and various activities. For more in-
formation, call PO Yvette Palermo-
Ortega at (718) 220-5833.

Editor’s Note: Have a Neighbor-
hood Note item? Send it to David
Cruz, Norwood News editor-in-chief,
at dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

New Monte AIDS Research
Center Opens

Montefiore Medical Center has recently opened the Oval Cen-
ter, a new care, teaching, and research site of the Montefiore/
Einstein AIDS Center and Division of Infectious Diseases. Lo-
cated just four blocks from the main hospital on Montefiore’s
Moses campus at 3230 Bainbridge Ave., the Oval Center offers:

 Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) screening and treat-
ment by expert staff

« The latest HIV biomedical prevention interventions including
Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (HIV PrEP) to high risk individuals
and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis after sexual encounters (HIV
nPEP)

» Other aspects of sexual healthcare to LGBT individuals

« Hepatitis C screening using the newest treatments

» A new teaching and clinical research setting for medical stu-
dents, residents, fellows, attending physicians and supportive
staff in these areas

APARTMENTY

FOR RENT

LANGSAM PROFERTY SERVICES CORF., AMO*

A COMPREHENSIVE REAL ESTATE SERVICE ORCGANIZATION

The Oval Center is open Monday to Friday (except holidays)
for scheduled and walk-in appointments. The center can accom-
modate walk-ins until 4:30 p.m.

The phone number is (718) 882-5482.

Most insurance plans are accepted. Sliding scale fee and help
obtaining insurance is available for those in need.

1601 Bronxdale Avenue « Brono, ITF 10462 = T 718 318 8000 « P 718 310 53483
W, LA S AT DO Y SErVICES. COm
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S. Bronx Group Home Under Fire After Abuse Claims

By DAVID GREENE

A 17th staffer at a South Bronx
home for special needs adults has been
told to stay home amid a state investi-
gation of alleged chronic abuse by em-
ployees.

Family members for residents
at the Union IRA group home at 570
Union Ave. in Mott Haven claim their
loved ones were being assaulted and
deprived of food while staying at the
supportive residence.

During a meeting with family mem-
bers on Sept. 20, Sheryl Minter-Brooks,
the state operations director for the
Office of People with Developmental
Disabilities (OPWDD), the agency that
oversees homes across the city, re-
vealed that seven caregivers had been
removed since the spring.

“We are as sickened by this as ev-
eryone else is and we’re working to get
to the bottom of it,” Minter-Brooks told
an outraged crowd. “We have reason
to suspect that something happened, it
does not mean that it did happen.”

For now, staffers remain home with
pay while the New York State Justice
Center, an investigatory body, looks
into the claims. A spokeswoman for
the OPWDD declined to discuss specif-
ics of the matter while it’s under inves-
tigation.

Anonymous Letter

At least five family members re-
ceived a two-page letter dated Aug. 20.
The anonymous writer, claiming to be
a worker at the home, detailed system-
atic beatings, food deprivation and one
allegation of sex abuse by a female em-
ployee. According to the letter, claims
of abuse were backed up by photos of
staff members attacking residents.

The letter claimed that one state
employee was accused of assaulting
a resident so bad it ruptured an ear-
drum. The whistleblower admitted to
keeping silent on the assault, believing
that speaking up or reporting assaults
would “label me as a snitch.”

Families have remained vocal on
the abuse charges, which they believed
ran rampant at the home. Several fam-
ily members of one resident accused
staffers of refusing to stock a bathroom
with toilet paper. Staffers believed the
toilet would simply clog up.

Zoraida’s Case

Before obtaining legal guardian-
ship, Barbara Melendez was in limbo
attempting to get her sister Zoraida
out of the home Durine Zoraida’s stav

L

Photo by David Greene

SEVENTEEN WORKERS FROM the Union IRA home in the South Bronx (pictured) have been ordered to stay home with pay,
pending the outcome of widespread abuse allegations.

at the home, Melendez claimed her
sister suffered ongoing abuse that
was brushed off by staff members.
“They had all the power and I still
needed my guardianship,” recalled
Melendez.

On Oct. 2, Zoraida was discov-
ered with bruises near her pelvis and
breasts. She was later taken to an
area hospital, where the NYPD was
called. Officers took a report for an
“unknown assault,” but hospital of-
ficials told Melendez that there was a
time-lapse in reporting, so a rape-kit
wasn’t performed.

A history of abuse has followed Zo-
raida since last year, according to the
letter. Some incidents involved a split
lip requiring seven stitches while an-
other incident involved staffers kick-
ing Zoraida’s legs until they swelled,
according to the letter. Zoraida would
be taken tolocal emergency rooms six
more times between January and
August this year for a bruise on her
arm, a gash to her foot that required
stitches and a black eye.

“When I began to question it they
would tell me, ‘Oh she’s accident
prone,” Melendez recalled. “So what
could I say? They knew how to cover
themselves.”

Searching for Closure

Family members hope the investi-
gation leads to arrests and dismissals
even if they are cleared of all allega-
tions. But Minter-Brooks of OPWDD
said she “can’t guarantee” any fir-
ings, citing the employees civil ser-
vice contract

One family member recalled an
incident involving her brother, tell-
ing the group, “We had an indepen-
dent investigation that took many
months and it’s finally completed, but
we’re not allowed to get copies of the
reports or know the results.”

Claiming that the safeguards are
flawed, Melendez added, “If they are
found guilty, they should never work
with the disabled again.” Despite
apologies from Minter-Brooks, Me-
lendez argued the sentiment was “a
little too late to be sorry.”

Shop Fordham Road

“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

FORDHAM ROAD

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
For more information contact (718) 562-2104

L

]]D

Furniture ¢ Home Improvement
Clothing ¢ Jewelery ¢ Shoes
Electronics ¢ Discount Outlets
Cell Phones ¢ Games,
Accessories ¢ Office Supplies

And Many Fast Food Restaurants

Acccessible By All
NYC Mass Transportation
Parking Facilities Available
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Norwood’s Baddest Landlords Exposed

(continued from page 1)

in his apartment range from
faulty windows, a deteriorating
floor, mice infestation, and bro-
ken, defective plastered surfaces.
“It’s terrible, terrible,” he said,
showing the violations. “That’s
why I’'m planning on moving.”

The building racked up 327 vio-
lations this year, 26 more than in
2013. Eight percent are deemed
Class C violations, considered the
most hazardous and in need of
immediate repair. They include
inadequate fire exits, large ro-
dents, lead-based paint, no heat
or hot water, electricity, or gas.
The bulk of the violations runs
into the Class B category, with
some infractions ranging from
self-closing public doors, dim
lighting in public areas, lack of a
posted Certificate of Occupancy
and an influx of vermin. Own-
ers are given a month to make re-
pairs. Class A violations are the
less egregious, though they in-
clude building floors that aren’t
properly numbered.

Anthony Holmeshasbeenares-
ident in the building for 25 years
and said the building has been in
decline for the last decade. “There
are problems with the boiler, the
elevator,” he said. “About every
two weeks, there’s no hot water.
[The landlord] makes us wait a
whole week for hot water. Every-
body had to call 311 so they could
come investigate.”

Another resident, Marisol,
who did not want to give her last
name, cited the frustration of un-
clear communication with the
landlord on getting repairs. A
four-year resident, Marisol’s still
waiting on a paint job and repairs
for her apartment bathroom.
“When I call the office, they tell
me to speak to the super. Then
T’ll tell the super ‘what’s taking
you so long?’ And he’ll say I have
to call the office. There’s always
this back and forth,” she said.

Cataloging Shady Landlords
The list began in 2010, created
by Mayor Bill de Blasio during

i

his days as Public Advocate. This
year nearly 6,800 buildings across
the city made the list. Brooklyn
topped the list with close to 3,700
buildings, followed by Manhat-
tan and the Bronx. According to
James, the distinction for worst
landlord in the city, belongs to
Robin Shimoff, who owns 13
buildings throughout the Bronx
totaling 778 units with more than
3,300 open violations in 2014.

One resident at 2830 Briggs
Ave. was reluctant to discuss the
conditions at her building owned
by Maribel Martinez. There
are 168 violations in all, mostly
logged under class A. “I've lived
here 36 years and I don’t want to
get involved in that,” she said in
Spanish. “My apartment is fine.”

Six blocks away, 167 open Vvio-
lations remain at 3158 Perry Ave.,
a six-story apartment building.
A call to 3156-58 Perry LLC, the
management company, was not
returned.

At 2566 Bainbridge Ave., build-
ing owners have allowed 210 viola-

— T

tions to accrue, with one resident
who went by Douglas express-
ing shock the building made the
worst landlord list. “I’ve lived
here for many years,” he said. “I
have full confidence in the man-
agement. I see that they do send
maintenance personnel. The in-
side of the building is kept quite
clean, the door is locked and the
building kept in good repair. For
myself I'm happy living here.”

Currently, if an emergency
condition is verified in an apart-
ment by an HPD inspector, and
the owner fails to make the nec-
essary repairs in the time frame
set for the violation, HPD’s Emer-
gency Repair Program (ERP) may
repair the conditions, later pass-
ing the costs on to the owner.

James also called for greater le-
gal resources for tenants. “When
these tenants go to court, the
landlords usually have a team of
lawyers,” she said. “Most of these
tenants are represented by them-
selves. Tenants need to be repre-
sented by council.”

CRUNCH IS NOW
OPEN IN NORWOOD!
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The Bronx by Bike

The 20th annual free Tour de Bronx will take place on Sunday, Oct. 26, offering
a 25- or 40-mile ride, starting from the Bronx County Building, 851 Grand
Concourse at 161st Street and will culminate at the New York Botanical Garden
with live music and light snacks. Check-in time is at 9 a.m. Free bike helmets will
be fitted and distributed from 8 to 11:30 a.m., while supplies last. Participants
must sign a waiver. To register, go to www.iLoveTheBronx.com. See story on

Onstage

e The Bronx Library Center, 310
E. Kingsbridge Rd., presents the
Bronx Symphony String Quartet
performing Beethoven, Oct. 18 at
2:30 p.m.; the Rafael Hernandez
Music Festival featuring singers
and musicians, Oct. 19 at 2 p.m.;
and Murder and Madness and Poe
featuring drama with poetry, music
and readings, Oct. 25 at 2:30 p.m.
For more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org.

e The Lehman Center for the
Performing Arts, 250 Bedford Pk.
Blvd. W., presents the Senegal St.
Joseph Gospel Choir, Oct. 19 at
4 p.m. (tickets are $15 to $25; $10/
ages 12 and under); and Jose Albert
“El Canario” and La Tipica 73, Oct.
25 at 8 p.m. (tickets are $30 to $50).
For more information, call (718) 960-
8833.

Events

e Van Cortlandt Park’s Sachkerah
Woods Archway, at Gun Hill Road
and Jerome Avenue offers free
classes in zumba, Saturdays from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. through Nov.
1 (wear sneakers and comfortable
clothes). For more information, call
(718) 430-1890.

¢ VVan Cortlandt Park invites the public
to join its BronxNet’s Halloween
5K Fitness Race and Family Run,
Oct. 26 at 12:30 p.m. to benefit
the preservation of the XC Trail.
Preregistration fee is $25; on-site fee
is higher; $15/ages 7 to 12; free/6
and under. Participants will receive a
gift. Come in costume. Top winners
will receive Sketchers shoes; gifts
to winners of each age division and
best costume; all followed post-race

activities. For more information and
to register, contact info@vcpark.org.

e The public is invited to a taping of
BronxTalk’s 20th anniversary show
and celebration, Oct. 22 at 8 p.m. at
the Andrew Freedman Home, 165th
Street and he Grand Concourse.
For more information, call (718) 960-
1180.

e Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer, a celebration of survivorship,
is a 3.2-mile event to raise awareness
and raise money to help the American
Cancer Society fight the disease with
research, information, and services.
The event will be held at Orchard
Beach, Oct. 19 at 8 a.m. Volunteers
are sought. For more information, call
(800) 277-2345.

® The Mosholu Montefiore Community
Center Senior Center, 3450 DeKalb
Ave., presents a Harvest Hop, Oct.
29 at 12:30 p.m. For more information,
call (718) 882-4000.

e Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W.
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family
Arts Projects: Fairy Wands and
Tiny Houses, to make a wand, then
visit the woodlands to create a fairy
dwelling with sticks and leaves, Oct.
18 and 19; and Hawks Take Flight, to
observe soaring hawks, then make a
hawk glider, Oct. 25 and 26; both in
WH House from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Also
offered is Falconry Presentation:
Skyhunters in Flight, to watch hawks,
falcons, and owls, then learn about
falconry and see live raptors, Oct.
25 at 1 p.m.; and Horszowski Trio
in Concert, performing classical
music, Oct. 26 at 2 p.m. in the WH
House ($28; $15/ages 8 to 18; $22/
WH member; $12/WH member
child). Registration is required for
each, online at www.wavehill.org or
at the Perkins Visitor Center; info at

ext. 251). Grounds admission is free
until noon Saturdays and Tuesdays
all year. For more information and a
schedule of events including tours
and walks, call (718) 549-3200.

Exhibits

e Manhattan College, 4513 Manhattan
College Pkwy., hosts a sculpture
exhibit by WWII vet Jay Moss who
has sculpted since childhood, and is
the father of a former Norwood News
editor, Jordan Moss. The exhibit
will be held in the O’Malley Library
(first floor, room 100) in the Alumni
Room from Oct. 22 (reception from
4 to 7 p.m.) to Dec. 16. For more
information, call (718) 710-3382.

e The Bronx Museum of the Arts,
1040 Grand Concourse, presents
Beyond the Supersquare, featuring
a variety of artwork, through Jan. 11.
For more detailed information, call
(718) 681-6000.

Library Events

e The Bronx Library Center, 310
E. Kingsbridge Rd., presents for
children: Preschool Story Time at
11 a.m.: (ages 3 to 5 years), Oct. 16,
23 and 30; Toddler Play Time at
noon: (ages 18 to 36 months), Oct.
16, 23 and 39; and Puppet Making
Workshop: (ages 5 to 12), Oct. 25
at 2 p.m. Teens/young adults can
attend: Chess at 5 p.m.: Oct.20 and
27; Poof! Life in a Vacuum: Learn
about the earth’s atmosphere and
astronauts, Oct. 29 at 4 p.m.; and
Programs in a Box (Stop Motion
Animation): Learn to create clay
characters that walk and talk, Oct.
29 at 5 p.m. Adults can enjoy:
Advanced Word: Oct. 20 at 2 p.m.
(in-person registration required). For
more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org.

e The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th
St., offers for children: Toddler Story
Time: (18 to 36 months), Oct. 16 at
10:30 a.m.; and Read Aloud Story
Time at 4 p.m.: (ages 3 to 12), Oct.
20 and 27. Teens/young adults can
enjoy: Film: “The Lone Ranger,” Oct.
25 at 2 p.m. Adults can attend: MS
Word 2010 at 10:30 a.m.: Oct. 22 and
29 (in-person advance registration
required). For more information, call
(718) 882-8239.

Compiled by JUDY NOY

e The Jerome Park Library, 118
Eames Place (near Kingsbridge
Road), offers for kids: Active Health:
Yoga and zumba, Oct. 17 at 4 p.m;
Pajama Party: Enjoy arts and crafts,
read aloud and snacks, Oct. 20 at 6
p.m.; and Chess Program: Learn to
play, Oct. 28 at 4 p.m. (all for ages 5
to 12); Toddler Time at 11 a.m.: Oct.
22 and 29 (for ages 18 to 36 months);
and Things That Go Bump in the
Night: Halloween stories, Oct. 28 at
3:30 p.m. (for ages 3 to 12). Teens/
young adults can enjoy: Film: Oct.
16 at 3:30 p.m. Adults can attend:
Computer Basics Open Lab at
noon: Oct. 16, 17, 21, 23, 28 and 30.
For more information, call (718) 549-
5200.

NOTE: /tems for consideration may
be mailed to our office or sent to
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org,
and should be received by Oct. 20 for
the next publication date of Oct. 30.

Photo courtesy Jay Moss
THIS FINE PIECE of sculpture and many
others can be viewed at “Sculpture and
Social Consciousness,” at the Alumni
Room at Manhattan College’s O’Malley
Library (see details under “Exhibits.” ).
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Live Band At ESCAPE
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Lunch Special
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