
By David Cruz
A high-tech radar sys-

tem that could pinpoint the 
exact origin of gunfire is 
slated for the 52nd Precinct 
amid a spate of shootings in 
recent weeks. 

Inspector Nilda Hof-
mann, commanding officer 
of the 52nd, announced that 

ShotSpotter will be imple-
mented within its busy pre-
cinct that covers Norwood, 
Fordham, Kingsbridge and 
Bedford Park. 

Hofmann announced the 
arrival of the sophisticated 
crimefighting tool at vari-
ous community meetings in 
October as she heard wor-

ries over gun violence in 
the community. The system, 
once operational, could aide 
police in collaring suspects 
sooner. 

 “I’m happy that it’s com-
ing here,” Hofmann told an 
audience at the Five-Two’s 
Community Council meet-
ing Oct. 16. “I look forward 

to seeing that.” 
In many cases, when of-

ficers get reports of shots 
fired, residents often give 
misinformation on the pre-
cise location of the incident. 
This causes confusion, with 
cops scrambling to find the 
exact location of a shooting 
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THIS MOBILE NYPD light tower rests at the corner of 204th Street and Valentine Avenue, where shots were fired just steps from Community 
Board 7 on Oct. 15. The 52nd Precinct is now slated to acquire a ShotSpotter system to determine the exact location of gunfire.
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FOR 52ND PRECINCT

Hi-tech acoustic system to help detect gunfire faster
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By JANAKI CHADHA
Councilman Andy King is cur-

rently facing penalties for six cam-
paign finance violations that run in 
the thousands. These penalties, which 
were decided upon in a recent city 
Campaign Finance Board meeting, 
stem from his November 2012 bid for 
the Council District 12 seat, for which 
he now occupies.

The penalties total $12,048. The vi-
olations include failing to report five 
transactions, failing to accurately re-
port receipts, accepting over-the-limit 
contributions, accepting contributions 
and not reporting in-kind contribu-
tions from a corporation, limited-lia-
bility company, or partnership, fail-
ing to demonstrate that spending was 
in furtherance of the campaign, and 
making impermissible post-election 
expenditures. Almost $22,000 in cam-
paign spending was not accounted for.

The campaign contested all of the 
alleged violations. Stanley Schlein, a 
lawyer for the King Campaign Com-
mittee, and William Rivera, treasurer 
for King’s 2013 campaign, represented 
the campaign at the meeting. The trea-
surer for the original campaign, Win-
slow Luna, was not present. Schlein 
emphasized to the Board that he was 
“not participating with the campaign 
committee or the councilmember for 
reasons known only to the treasurer.”

The representatives attributed 
most of these violations to reporting 
errors and carelessness on the part of 
the 2012 campaign treasurer. They also 
added that the delay since King’s 2012 
run has made locating many of the rel-
evant documents needed to clear the 
campaign of these violations largely 

difficult.
The Board is giving the King cam-

paign until Nov. 6 to provide the proper 
documents, which, if submitted, would 
decrease the penalty amount. Addi-
tionally, a recommended public funds 
repayment of $44,116 is also on the ta-
ble.

Failure to fulfill these obligations 
by the deadline, particularly if a pub-
lic funds repayment was included, 
could affect King in future bids for of-
fice. Matthew Sollars, a spokesman for 
the CFB said that for candidates “to be 
eligible for public funds payments in 
future elections, [they] are required 
to pay all penalties and public funds 
repayments imposed by the Board in 
full.”

Schlein said that, “What is most 
concerning to the campaign is the de-
termination made by the staff recom-
mendations to return $44,116 [in public 

funds repayment]. That, we believe, 
would be draconian.” He added “These 
payments were utilized legitimately 
for purposes of this campaign and for 
no other purpose whatsoever.”

Before the final vote, Board Mem-
ber Richard J. Davis stressed the im-
portance of providing adequate doc-
umentation and doing so on a timely 
basis, but also noted, “We do believe 
that the staff has really done an ex-
cellent job in this matter. We’re try-
ing to balance out a variety of inter-
ests and come to a fair result.”

King declined to comment after 
repeated phone calls. This is not 
the first time he has been involved 
in campaign finance violations. Af-
ter his unsuccessful 2009 campaign, 
he owed roughly $31,000 in public 
funds repayments and penalties to 
the city.
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IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

Councilman King Slapped With Heavy Penalties

Bus Stop Island Installed at Jerome Ave.

Photo by David Cruz

THE MTA HAS added an extra layer of safety at this bus stop by having re-
cently constructed this pedestrian island at the southeast corner of Jerome 
Avenue and East Gun Hill Road. Community Board 7’s Transportation Com-
mittee sounded the alarm for a need.

Help Point Intercoms Pull Into 
Bronx Subway Stations

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committees are held on the fol-
lowing dates at the board office, 229A E. 204th St., at 6:30 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted: the Executive Committee meets on 
Monday, Nov. 3; Public Safety & Quality of Life on Thursday, 
Nov. 6; Economic Development and Community Relations/
Long Term Planning committees meet Wednesday, Nov. 12 
(note: Community Relations/Long Term Planning meet at 7:30 
p.m.). For more information, call (718) 933-5650.

THE BEDFORD MOSHOLU COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION meets Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 8 p.m. at 400 E. 
Mosholu Pkwy. So., apt. B1 (lobby floor).

Major safety upgrades were installed at four 
Bronx subway stations, thanks to a near $1 million 
earmarked by Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz.  

The Help Point Intercoms were installed at the 
Van Cortlandt Park/West 242nd Street, W. 238th St., 
and W. 231st St. stations on the 1 line and the Wake-
field/East 241st St. station on the 2 line. The special 
call system is comprised of a red button for emergen-
cies and a green one that connects riders to a live a 
transit employee to answer any non-emergency ques-
tions. 

The upgrades come just as Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
announced a wifi system will be installed in the 
Bronx soon. -- KASIA ROMANOWSKA

Public and Community Meetings
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By DAVID CRUZ 
The i’s have been dotted. The t’s 

crossed. The lawsuits cleared.
Now the Kingsbridge National Ice 

Center is officially set to bring the 
world’s largest skating center to the 
long vacant Kingsbridge Armory af-
ter a bumpy start. Kevin Parker, the 
lead developer of the complex, offi-
cially signed a 99-year lease with the 
city Economic Development Corpora-
tion this week, two weeks after a judge 
ruled he is the sole developer of the 
$350 million project.

“Reaching this juncture caps a 
monumental effort from community 
partners, elected officials and local 
residents who joined us in dreaming 
big – in supporting our vision,” said 
Parker in a statement. “We look for-
ward to advancing what promises to be 
one of the most exciting development 
projects in New York City history.”

Kyle Kimball, running the city EDC, 
called the news an “important step to-
wards the realization of this project, 
and the significant economic benefits 
it will generate for the Bronx.” That in-
cludes living wage judges, community 

space and local hiring, as per terms 
laid out in a Community Benefits 
Agreement. An after school ice hockey 
component will also be included, with 
Olympic gold medalist Sarah Hughes 
and KNIC CEO Mark Messier lobbying 
foundations for support grants.

But the lease did come with some 
terms, namely that Parker assure the 
EDC he has the capital to get the proj-
ect off the ground. At a recent Commu-
nity Board 7 committee meeting, mem-
bers revealed that Parker has one year 
to reveal he has funding.

The latest development comes after 
a Bronx judge ruled that Kevin Parker 
is the sole developer of the Armory 
project and not Jonathan Richter, Jeff 
Spiritos, and Marcos Wignell, the trio 
that led community town hall meet-
ings as the project was being vetted.

But the summer-long lawsuits have 
likely pushed back construction of the 
massive ice center, originally slated to 
wrap up construction by 2017. The proj-
ect is now a year delayed. Once the site 
is built it will activate the Community 
Benefits Agreement, a legally binding 
document hammered out by the com-
munity stakeholders and KNIC. The 
agreement tacks on stipulations that 
include local hiring, a one percent rev-
enue sharing plan, and an allocation of 
50,000 square feet of community space 
at the Armory’s lower levels.

And even as KNIC plowed through 
the judicial channels, it was able to se-
cure financing from various groups, 
namely The Kresge Foundation. 
Driven by its need for “social invest-
ment,” the philanthropic organization 
agreed to serve as the lead investor in 
a $30 million equity raise for KNIC. 

KNIC Officially Inks Lease for Armory Ice Center

Photo rendition courtesy KNIC

THE DREAM OF an ice center coming to the Kingsbridge Armory (pictured) is now 
closer to reality. 



4 • Oct. 30-Nov. 12, 2014 • Norwood News

With New York City gripped by Ebola worries, we asked readers if the 
danger of the virus is justifi ed or simply hype?

Before, they used to seal off the 
town or village and nobody gets 
out and people go in to help, but 
now it’s like an open market. How 
can you control it? It’s impossible. 
The doctor comes back, goes 
everywhere and then gets sick. 
You go there to help people and 
you come back and threaten the 
entire nation.
Antonio Frasca
Morris Park

People are so worried about 
Ebola but they are still having sex 
without condoms when AIDS is 
still around. They’re making Ebola 
worse than it really is.
Ed Hand
Norwood

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

Mosholu Montefiore Community Center 

Child Care Programs

 
 
 
Van Cortlandt
3880 Sedgwick Ave. Bronx, NY 10463  
718-543-0231

MMCC Main Building
3450 Dekalb Ave. Bronx, NY 10468 
718-654-0563

Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks 
8am-6pm extra hours available 

12 months program

3450 Dekalb Avenue Bronx, NY 10467  
718-882-4000 

AFFORADABLE! 
Childcare Programs!  

FREE!  
Universal Pre-K 
4 years Half & Full Day 

FREE! 
Head Start 
3 & 4 years

Affordable Fees & Vouchers Accepted 

www.mmcc.org

LOCATIONS 
 Ages 1- 4 years

The Ebola outbreak is very serious 
because a lot of people are being 
infected by it. They say it’s not 
airborne and there’s no cure, but 
they brought two Americans from 
Liberia and gave them what they 
called top secret drugs, so why 
can’t they use this drug on the 
other victims?
Marisol Agosto
Wakefi eld

It’s defi nitely justifi ed. They 
should pay more attention to the 
kids because you never know. 
We need to protect our people. 
It’s up to them to do what they 
think is right and do something 
about it. It’s not hype; it’s horrible 
to hear that people are dying over 
there by something that could be 
stopped.
Lucero Guzman
Soundview

It’s not like it’s an STD. There is a 
little too much hype, but let’s fi nd 
out a little more about it before 
we put more of an emphasis on 
it and panic the public. Until we 
learn more about it, relax... it’s not 
that bad.
Lee Olmeva
Norwood

Editor’s Note: The Norwood News 
has published a story debunking 
the Ebola myth. You can find it on 
www.norwoodnews.org. 
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A SUCCESSFUL JOURNEY ISN’T 
WHERE YOU START; IT’S HOW YOU FINISH.

ASK OUR TRANSFER STUDENTS.

ARE YOU READY FOR A CHANGE?

Accounting I Baking & Pastry I Business Management I Criminal Justice I Culinary Arts I Early Childhood Education I Health Services Administration 
Hospitality Management I Information Technology I Medical Administration I Medical Assisting I Pharmacy Technician I Public Health I Registered Nurse 

1.877.269.7744
BRONX I NEW ROCHELLE I QUEENS I ONLINE

Every year, thousands of students who started college elsewhere, finish at Monroe.
They’re tired of feeling like a number. They want relevant, real world instruction
from professors who know them and will stay after class to help them. That’s 
Monroe...and why 84% of our full-time Bachelor’s transfer students have
graduated.*

* Based on 2007 fall cohort data

VERY GENEROUS TRANSFER CREDIT POLICY 

SMALL CLASS SIZES --- 22 ON AVERAGE

REAL WORLD INTERNSHIPS - 1,574 LAST YEAR ALONE

3 SEMESTERS/YEAR FOR FASTER DEGREE COMPLETION

CREDIT AVAILABLE FOR WORK OR MILITARY EXPERIENCE

ONE ON ONE ATTENTION & ACADEMIC SUPPORT

"NEW YORK'S LEAST EXPENSIVE PRIVATE COLLEGE" 
U.S. News & World Report 2014

TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, Nov. 4

9am - 7pm
Bronx & New Rochelle Campuses

Photo courtesy Bedford Mosholu Community Association

THESE YOUNG NEIGHBORS learn a lesson on community pride by helping to 
scrub this portion of Mosholu Parkway. They assisted members of the Bedford 
Mosholu Community Association, which organized a team of volunteers for “It’s 
My Park Day” on Oct. 18.

Beautifying Mosholu Parkway
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norwood news online
Here are news items you’ll only find at www.norwoodnews.org

Xtreme Lounge Briefly Shuts Down - The 52nd Precinct helped temporarily shut 
down the Xtreme Lounge, which sparked a grisly, all-out brawl that raged for several 
blocks. Reporter Catharina Thuemling gives a breakdown of what happened. 

Be Healthy: Campaign to Curb Teen Pregnancies - The New York City Health De-
partment has launched a campaign to decrease teen pregnancies in the Bronx. It’s a 
continued fight by Bronx Teens Connections, which launched the latest campaign. 

Spelling Bee C-R-A-Z-E at P.S. 94 - It’s all the buzz at P.S. 94--the annual spelling 
bee! Fifth graders at the Norwood school put their spelling skills to the test at this 
yearly contest. Reporter Anton K. Nilsson spoke to the top winners of the competitive 
contest that drew several dozen young competitors. 

City Agencies Block Cars Near Fordham Statue - The statue of Tomorrow is being 
treated like, well…yesterday’s news! Now the Fordham BID is outraged over city ve-
hicles blocking the prominent statue located on Webster Avenue and Fordham Road. 

Debates for Police Accountability Rage at Council Mtg. - A lively talk on transpar-
ency by the NYPD was at the heart of the latest 52nd Precinct Community Council 
gathering. Find out how an exchange between the Five-Two and a pair of police skep-
tics went. 

Broadway Plaza Opens for Business - With the holiday frenzy on the horizon, a new 
strip mall opened in Riverdale/Kingsbridge Heights. Read Kasia Romanowska’s piece 
on the new Broadway Plaza, and find out which stores will occupy the 80,000-square-
foot property. 
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restaurant & lounge
3489 Jerome Avenue

Bronx, NY 10467
escapeinbronx.com

347.899.8300
Fax - 347.697.7918

Every Saturday Come Wine And Dine With Friends 

Live Band At Escape
From 6pm to 10pm

WINE & DINE
Live Band
From 6pm to 10pm

Saturdays

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY NOW!

RSVP A MUST
347-899-8300

Saturdays
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Computer Repair
Upgrade, troubleshooting: Laptop 
overheats, cracked screen, broken 
power jack, virus removal, data re-
covery. Call James (646) 281-4475, (718) 
324-4332. 

Patty Cakes Family Daycare
Now enrolling-specials available. All 
ages welcome. Open Monday-Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Affordable, quality 
daycare ($150 weekly & vouchers wel-
come), 2700 Grand Concourse, Bronx, 
New York 10458. Contact: Claudette 
(917) 331-8974.

James M. Visser, Esq.
General Practice

Accidents, Commercial
Wills & Estates

Offices Bronx and Manhattan
(646) 260-6326

Judith A. Simms, Esq.
Immigration Law Practice

Green Cards, Citizenship, etc.
3612 White Plains Road

Bronx, NY 10467 
(347) 460-0765

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, 

Bronx, NY 10467
Ages 0 to 21 years

General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, 
ADHD

Same-Day Appointment Every Day!
(718) 881-8999

Good News Christian Church
3061 Bainbridge Ave. 

(basement of the Church of the Holy 
Nativity)

Bronx, NY 10467
 (347) 329-0023

Pastors James and Andrea Miller
 Sunday service at 2 p.m.

Home fellowship bible studies on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

 Friday night prayer service at 7 p.m. 
Visit us at www.goodnewscc.word-

press.com.

Glad Tidings Assembly of God 
2 Van Cortlandt Ave. E. and Jerome 

Avenue 
(718) 367-4040 

Prayer Wednesdays at 11 a.m. and 
7:30 p.m. 

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service at 11 a.m.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
A PLACE OF GRACE IN NOR-

WOOD
3061 Bainbridge Ave., Bronx, NY

Phone: (718) 652-6839      
Web Site: www.epiphanybx.org

WORSHIP
Sundays at noon
BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.
THRIFT SHOP

Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Member of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in America

God’s work -- our hands

Professional Directory

LAW OFFICES
PEDIATRIC
SERVICES

SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Professional Directory
Classifi eds

Fully renovated 3-family house for 
sale in Wakefield: 2/2/1 bedrooms. 
All amenities, 2/5 train, supermar-
kets, great shopping areas. Big lots, 
50x116, market for as much as 15 cars. 
Great investment that pays for itself. 
Price: $485,000. (917) 622-5810. Owner 
help with closing cost. 

REAL ESTATE

           LEGAL NOTICE  
Notice of Formation of GNI Auto 
Parts International, a domestic or 
foreign Limited Liability Company 
(LLC). Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of State on 
June 16, 2014. NY Office location: 
BRONX County. Secretary of 
State is designated as agent 
upon whom process against the 
LLC may be served. Secretary of 
State shall mail a copy of any 
process against the LLC served 
upon him/her to C/O The LLC, 
116 East Mosholu Parkway South, 
Bronx, NY 10458.  
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 

MISCELLANEOUS
Cash Paid

For antiques, old items, collectibles, 
artwork, jewelry, books, records, 
coins, stamps, sports cards, bric-a-
brac. Moving sales, estates, contents 
of homes. (718) 882-0598 (home).  

Volunteers Wanted
Weekend of Nov. 8/9. Beautifying the 
local BID area with plantings! Please 
call (718) 324-4946 and leave your 
name and contact info.  
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Shop Fordham Road
“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

F
FORDHAM ROAD
BUSINESS  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT

For more information contact (718) 562-2104

OVER 300
SPECIALTY SHOPS

AND CHAINS
Furniture • Home Improvement 

Clothing • Jewelery • Shoes 
Electronics • Discount Outlets

Cell Phones • Games,
Accessories • Offi ce Supplies

And Many Fast Food Restaurants

Acccessible By All
NYC Mass Transportation
Parking Facilities Available

Have your civil rights been violated?

We can help

A small firm with a sizeable impact

False Arrest
Malicious Prosecution

Excessive Force
Police Brutality

Prison Conditions
Denial of Medical Care

Inmate on Inmate Assault
Personal Injury

and other matters

Give us a call

Paulose PLLC 

Attorneys at Law
John Montoute, Esq.

5676 Riverdale Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

Phone 

347 843 6641

Email

info@paulosepllc.com



Onstage

• The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents Papo 
Pepin Quartet in Concert, featuring 
Latin jazz, Nov. 1; and Chicago 
Soul, featuring the music of Curtis 
Mayfi eld and Sam Cooke performed 
by Cody Childs and the Ladies of 
Soul, Nov. 8; both at 2:30 p.m. For 
more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org.

• The Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts, 250 Bedford 
Pk. Blvd. W., presents National 
Acrobats of the People’s Republic 
of China, Nov. 9 at 4 p.m. (tickets 
are $25 to $45; $10/ages 12 and 
under). For more information, call 
(718) 960-8833.

• The Picture House and Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum present 
“The Little Flower,” live, one-man 
show about the life of Fiorello H. La 
Guardia, three-term mayor of NYC, 
Nov. 11 at 7 p.m. The show will be 
at the Picture House, 175 Wolfs 
Lane, Pelham, NY. Tickets are $30. 
For more information, call (914) 738-
3161.

Events

• Montefi ore Einstein Center for 
Cancer Cure presents a bilingual 
cancer education forum in honor 
of Hispanic Heritage Month. Learn 
about cancers and health resources 
at the Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
Community Center, 1000 Rosedale 
Ave., Nov. 3  from 2 to 4 p.m. For 
more information, call (718) 405-
1700.

• Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 
W. 252nd St. in Riverdale, offers 
Family Arts Projects: Plant Jewelry, 
to make plant jewelry out of items 
from the WH grounds, and make a 

treasure chest, Nov. 1 and 2; and 
Buildings and Land, to make a 
dwelling out of clay, cardboard and 
recycled materials, Nov 8 and 9; 
both in WH House from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Grounds admission is free 
until noon Saturdays and Tuesdays 
all year. For more information and a 
schedule of events including tours 
and walks, call (718) 549-3200.

Exhibits

• Manhattan College, 4513 
Manhattan College Pkwy., hosts 
a sculpture exhibit by WWII vet 
Jay Moss who has sculpted since 
childhood, and is the father of a 
former Norwood News editor, Jordan 
Moss. The exhibit will be held in the 
O’Malley Library (fi rst fl oor, room 
100) in the Alumni Room from Oct. 
22 (reception from 4 to 7 p.m.) to 
Dec. 16. For more information, call 
(718) 710-3382. 

Library Events

• The Bronx Library Center, 310 
E. Kingsbridge Rd., presents for 
children: Preschool Story Time at 
11 a.m.: (ages 3 to 5 years), Oct. 30 
and Nov. 6; Toddler Play Time at 
noon: (ages 18 to 36 months), Oct. 
30 and Nov. 6; Sherlock Holmes: 
(ages 3 to 12), presented by the 
Traveling Lantern Theatre Company 
with audience participation, Nov. 1 at 
2 p.m.; Turkey Book Making: (ages 
7 to 12), Nov. 6 at 4 p.m.; and Family 
Time: (ages 3 to 6; preregistration 
required), reading aloud and crafts, 
Nov. 8 at 11 a.m. Adults can enjoy: 
MS Word for Beginners: Nov. 5; 
and Computer Basics: Nov. 6 (both 
at 2 p.m.; both require in-person 
registration). For more information, 
call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit 
www.nypl.org. 

• The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th 

St., offers for children: Toddler 
Story Time: (18 to 36 months), Oct. 
30 at 10:30 a.m.; and Cool Rain 
Forest Connections: (ages 4 to 12), 
performance by the Wildlife Theatre 
from the Central Park Zoo, Nov. 4 at 
4 p.m. The entire family can enjoy 
Film: “Million Dollar Arm,” Nov. 8 at 
1:30 p.m. For more information, call 
(718) 882-8239.

• The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames 
Place (near Kingsbridge Road), offers 
for kids: Active Health: Yoga and 
zumba, Nov. 7 at 4 p.m.; and Chess 
Program: Learn to play, Nov. 11 at 
4 p.m. (both for ages 5 to 12); and 
Toddler Time at 11 a.m.: Nov. 5 and 
12 (for ages 18 to 36 months). Adults 
can attend: Computer Basics Open 

Lab at noon: Oct. 30, Nov. 6 and 13. 
For more information, call (718) 549-
5200. 

Public Service 
Announcement

Daylight Savings Time ends on 
Sunday, Nov. 2 at 2 a.m. Turn clocks 
back one hour.

NOTE: Items for consideration may 
be mailed to our offi ce or sent to 
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, 
and should be received by Nov. 3 for 
the next publication date of Nov. 13.
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Out&About
EDITOR’S PICK

Halloween on Jerome Avenue
The Jerome-Gun Hill BID presents Halloween Fright Fest, Oct. 31 from 
3 to 5 p.m. on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu Parkway to Gun Hill Road. 
Kids should come in costume. There will be a raffl e, free candy, and a 
free picture with Spiderman. For more information, call (718) 324-4946.

Community Grants 
Citizens Committee awards 

micro-grants of up to $3,000 to res-
ident-led groups to work on com-
munity and school improvement 
projects. Groups in low-income 
neighborhoods and Title I public 
schools are priority. For more in-
formation, contact Tehmina Brohi 
at tbrohi@citizensnyc.org or (212) 
822-9563. 

NYC Voter Guide 
The Voter Guide for the 2014 

elections is available online and 
in multiple languages. The web ad-
dress is http://www.nyccfb.info/
public/voter-guide/general-2014/
index.aspx. (Note: Election Day is 
on Tuesday, Nov. 4).  

Participatory Budgeting 
Flesh out your $1 million idea 

for the community with Participa-
tory Budgeting. Have your voice  
heard at the next meeting, Thurs-
day, Oct. 30 at Vladeck Hall, 74 Van 
Cortlandt Pk. So. at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call (718) 549-7300.

Financial Ed Workshops
University Neighborhood Hous-

ing Program at 2751 Grand Con-
course, offers a series of five free 
financial education workshops on 
Tuesdays from 6 to 8 p.m. begin-
ning Nov. 4. Topics include credit 
building and debt management. 
For more information or to RSVP, 
call (718) 933-2539.

MMCC Services
The Mosholu Montefiore Com-

munity Center, 3450 DeKalb Ave., 
offers a number of services includ-
ing food stamps (ext. 304), classes 
and programs for all ages. For 
more information and a detailed 
schedule, call (718) 882-4000. In ad-
dition, there is Head Start and Uni-
versal Pre-K at the Van Cortlandt 
Jewish Center, 3880 Sedgwick Ave. 
For more information, call (718) 
654-0563. 

Editor’s Note: Send your Neigh-
borhood Notes to: David Cruz, 
Norwood News editor-in-chief, at 
dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTESNEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
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incident. 
ShotSpotter, a Silicon Valley soft-

ware firm, is known as a tool that 
“detects attacks from any direction 
and weapons fired in 360 degrees” 
from an acoustic sensor installed 
on the outside of residential build-
ings, according to the company’s 
website. The system is capable of 
distinguishing between the sound 
of fireworks and that of actual gun-
fire. Sensors activate once it picks 
up gunshots, quickly transmitting 
a signal directly to the 911 call cen-
ter. A symbol confirming where 
gunfire was heard can then be seen 
on a digital map, telling a 911 opera-
tor where to dispatch officers.  

Touring the Precinct 
Representatives from ShotSpot-

ter toured the 52nd Precinct with 
help from the station’s Commu-
nity Affairs Unit, scouting various 
buildings to determine where the 
special acoustics can be installed. 
Approval of the acoustic installa-
tion rests on building owners, with 
some taking a tour with officers 

and ShotSpotter representatives in 
early October. 

So far, only two buildings have 
agreed to install the sound system. 
For security reasons, the 52nd Pre-
cinct did not disclose which build-
ings agreed to participate. 

Reacting to ShotSpotter
News of the crimefighting mea-

sure was commended  by Council-
man Andy Cohen, who sent a letter 
to NYPD Commissioner Bill Brat-
ton this past summer urging him to 
allocate monies for the tool. Coun-
cil members Andy King and Ritchie 
Torres co-wrote Cohen’s letter 
pushing for ShotSpotter.

“The recent uptick in violence in 
our community is alarming and this 
new technology will help the Police 
Department use their existing re-
sources more strategically by help-
ing police officers pinpoint precise 
locations and allowing them to im-
mediately begin searching for evi-
dence and interviewing witnesses,” 
said Cohen in a statement.   “I am 
confident that ShotSpotter will as-
sist the 52nd Precinct investigate 

these recent shootings and other 
crimes.”

Wave of Gun Violence
Gun violence has rocked several 

portions of the Bedford Park and 
Norwood communities this past Oc-
tober. On Oct. 14, shots were fired 
just outside Community Board 7’s 
headquarters by 204th Street and 
Valentine Avenue, shocking mem-
bers of the board. No one was in-
jured, though bullets shattered a 
parked car. Hofmann told the audi-
ence at the 52nd Precinct Council 
meeting that a vicious gang war 
continues to brew on the outskirts 
of the board office.

“I have people living in the com-
munity for 30 years,” said Adaline 
Walker-Santiago, chair of Commu-
nity Board 7. “They’ve never seen 
anything like this.” 

“If you live in that area, we put 
up the light tower at the location,” 
Hofmann later told an audience at 
the Community Board 7 General 
Board meeting Oct. 21. 

A day later, two people were 
shot at 204th  Street and Decatur 

Avenue. The shootings prompted 
Patrol Borough Bronx to deploy 
extra Operation Impact officers to 
quell violence.

But despite recent shootings, 
there’s been some headway in de-
creasing shootings within the 
precinct. Some successes have 
helped the shooting incident rate 
decrease by 20 percent when com-
pared to the same time a year ago, 
according to police data. Coupled 
with a decline in shootings was 
the victim count, with 24 victims 
reported shot this year when com-
pared to 29 shot the same time last 
year. 

The program has already been 
adopted in the 40th, 44th and 47th 
precincts in the Bronx, part of a 
citywide $12.3 million project. 

The software is currently ad-
opted in major U.S. cities that in-
clude Minneapolis, Chicago, and 
Camden, NJ.

Gun violence will be the key 
topic of discussion at a special 
Community Board 7 Public Safety 
Committee meeting on Nov. 6 at 
6:30 p.m. at 229-A E. 204th St. 

(continued from page 1)

ShotSpotter Comes To Five-two
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