
By DAVID CRUZ 
The tenants of 267 E. 

202nd St. no longer call that 
address home. At least not 
for now.

It didn’t come as a result 
of their ongoing legal dis-
pute with their landlord, 
Peter Fine, who long sought 
to aggressively evict tenants 
while apparently eyeing the 
property for high-rise rede-
velopment, but an overnight 
fire that tore through the en-

tire two-story home, displac-
ing four families and com-
plicating their lawsuit. 

But Fine, a multimillion-
aire and real estate magnate 
whose portfolio includes 
Boricua Village in the Mel-
rose section of the Bronx 
and several luxury homes 
in Florida, may still be on 
the hook for restoring the 
condemned property to pre-
fire conditions. The latest 
adds another layer of delay 

for possible redevelopment 
of the space. 

The legal effort by the 
New York City Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development (HPD) comple-
ments a Housing Court law-
suit filed by MFY Legal Ser-
vices on behalf of tenants 
seeking repairs to the home 
as a way to stem eviction. 
Currently, the building has 
178 open violations logged 
through HPD— one class I, 

32 class A, 10 class C, con-
sidered the most pressing 
and in need of immediate re-
pair, and 135 class B infrac-
tions. So far, HPD charged 
$2,682.75 in inspection fees 
and emergency repairs. 

Waiting Game
The wheels of justice, 

however, have languished 
in delays, testing tenants’ 
patience. For some tenants, 
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Public and Community Meetings

EDITORIAL

By the time the next edition of the
Norwood News rolls in, droves of voters will 
have headed to schools, community centers 
and the like to cast their ballot for their next 
legislator this primary election cycle. 

Or, if the cynical side prevails, they’ll 
stay home. Voting, it seems, has become blasé 
and an avoidable chore. Sadly, the Bronx, a 
borough that’s home to some 619,241 voters 
facing issues of income inequality, housing 
and health disparities, only saw 6 percent of 
its electorate go to the polls in 2015 (coinci-
dentally, Norwood also had 6 percent of its 
residents go to the polls), according to New 
York City Board of Elections figures. The 
numbers are not as bad compared to Man-
hattan with just 4 percent in 2015. Taken 
together, New York City, which includes the 
Bronx, ranks one of the worst cities in New 
York State when it comes to voting. 

With that, here’s an editorial that’s be-
come a tradition: Go out and vote. Very few 
will remind you of its power. 

This goes for registered Republicans 
and Democrats, though the latter appears 
to have far more influence in the Bronx. 
After all, Bronx Democrats outnumber Re-
publicans by a margin of 10 to 1, making the 
September Primary a more closely watched 
election and a preview of just who will win 
November’s General Election to seal the 
deal. 

It’s tough to pierce exactly what’s led 
fewer and fewer Bronx residents to the polls. 
It could be the lack of civic engagement 
classes taught in high schools that contextu-
alizes the strife it took our union to fight for 
such a right, a complicated voting system, or 
the fact Election Day falls on a workday and 
folks are preoccupied. 

Or it could mean that voters have given 
up on a process that’s still nonexistent in 
countries such as Iran, North Korea and Ly-
bia where tyranny rules and speaking out 
of turn can get you thrown in jail or killed. 
This outbreak of indifference has certainly 

affected the Bronx. And with politicians 
in federal, state or city spheres doing little 
to tell you the power of voting (really, how 
many registration drives can you think of?), 
it seems the reminder to vote has been left to 
those who are driven by passion. 

Voting gives you the right to exercise 
natural choice. That power represents 
the thousands of soldiers who’ve died de-
fending that choice from forces that want 
to strip you of it. We’re reminded of that 
whenever ISIS succeeds in its latest terror 
bombing or uprisings from a populace de-
manding it. Even if you feel your candidate 
will lose, you still haven’t. At the end of the 
day, you haven’t relinquished your vote. It’s 
yours and no one can take that away from 
you. If you’re a parent, bring your kids to 
demonstrate why voting is a conscience de-
cision that holds plenty of weight. 

The Bronx seems to have crept away 
from its sad cesspool of corruption, with 
former Assemblyman Eric Stevenson 
holding the title of the last lawmaker to be 
carted off to jail in 2013 for official miscon-
duct. Perhaps the Bronx has turned a page. 
But it can regress if the electorate is not 
cognizant of who they’re allowing to gov-
ern them. 

Perhaps this year’s presidential races 
between Democratic presidential con-
tender Hillary Rodham Clinton and Re-
publican presidential contender Donald 
Trump will spark a new trend of voter par-
ticipation, with hordes of voters at the bal-
lot kiosk going forward. We’ll have to wait 
until next November to measure any kind 
of success. 

If there’s one positive aspect that could 
come out of this race, it’s that.

Here’s Why Voting Will Change Your Life

File Photo

VOTE AND VOTE OFTEN to weed out bad politicians. 

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committees are held on the following dates at the Board office, 229A E. 204th St., at 6:30 p.m. 
unless otherwise noted: Budget, Personnel & Ethics Committee on Sept. 1 at 6 p.m.; Public Safety & Quality of Life 
Committee on Sept. 1; Education, Youth & Libraries Committee on Sept. 1 at 7:30 p.m.; Executive Committee on Sept. 6; 
Traffic & Transportation Committee on Sept. 8; Veterans Committee on Sept. 8 at 7:30 p.m.; Environment & Sanitation 
Committee on Sept. 13; and Health & Hospitals Committee on Sept. 13. For more information, call the Board office at 
(718) 933-5650. 

THE BEDFORD MOSHOLU COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION meets at 400 E. Mosholu Pkwy, So., apt. B1 (lobby floor), 
on Sept. 1 at 8 p.m. For more information, call (718) 367-2230. 



By ANDREW COHEN
Perhaps you have shared an 

experience that was quite memo-
rable when it happened to me—
driving along the busy, fast-mov-
ing stretch of central Mosholu 
Parkway when a ball comes fly-
ing out in front of your car.  You 
brake quickly, bracing in fear that 
a child will scamper out into the 
street to retrieve the ball, then 
breathe a sigh of relief when that 
doesn’t happen. 

New York City Parks Depart-
ment maintains the six-lane park-
way’s trees, shrubs, flowers and 
benches, restful spots in the shade 
on a hot summer day.  Parks also 
maintains the paved bike lane and 
fenced recreation areas spread out 
within the parkway’s borders for 
children and teens--Kossuth Play-
ground, Knox-Gates Playground, 
Mosholu Playground, and Frisch 

Baseball Field.  
The neighborhoods that sur-

round the parkway have recre-
ational space, but it is in need of 
improvement.  The most dated, 
85-year-old Kossuth, has a recre-
ation building, play equipment, 
sprinklers, basketball, volleyball 
and shuffleboard courts. Yet, sev-
eral years ago, we still saw pick-up 
games of soccer, volleyball, and 
football occurring in open spaces 
in the parkway’s median.  Some 
believe that hundreds of dogwood 
trees were planted along Mosh-
olu Parkway in 2014, specifically 
to deter ball sports.  The point is 
that trees are a far more appro-
priate use of the median space 
in its present configuration than 
large group barbecues and sports 
games.   

Recognizing that Mosholu 
Parkway must serve those seek-

ing play space as well as motorists, 
I have brought together stakehold-
ers in the community to gather 
ideas on improving the corridor 
for both.  A town hall meeting was 
held in April 2015, and later that 
year, Parks and New York City 
Department of Transportation ac-
companied members of the com-
munity board on a walk-through 
of the parkway.  Community vi-
sioning events to come up with us-
er-inspired design ideas were held 
at two playgrounds in fall 2015 
and spring 2016, spearheaded by 
Friends of Mosholu Parkland.

Recognizing this interest, I 

allocated over $600,000 of capital 
funds towards renovating Kos-
suth Playground in the 2016 bud-
get, and $300,000 in the 2017 bud-
get.  Bronx Borough President 
Ruben Diaz, Jr. allocated an addi-
tional $500,000, so a combined $1.4 
million will go to Kossuth. We ac-
knowledge that more funds will be 
needed to renovate all of the aging, 
but much-needed play space along 
the parkway.   I recently wrote to 
Parks Commissioner Mitchell Sil-
ver to request that a playground 
along the parkway be designated 
as a Community Parks Initiative 
(CPI) site, due to its dire need for 

improvements and the passion of 
its local advocates. CPI was cre-
ated to focus on making unprec-
edented investments to upgrade 
small, neighborhood parks with 
committed local advocates.  The 
recreation space along the park-
way perfectly fits CPI’s goals. 

The original plan for the park-
way should be respected.  Bar-
becues are prohibited, and ball 
sports are, quite simply, unsafe. 
It is imperative that groups use 
the designated spaces set aside 
at Frisch Field, Williamsbridge 
Oval Park, Van Cortlandt Park 
and Bronx Park for these activi-
ties. 

Mosholu Parkway should re-
main a venue for passive recre-
ation.  Working together with 
community advocates is our best 
option for creating the safe recre-
ational space people want in their 
parks.    

Andrew Cohen is Councilman 
for the 11th District, which includes 
the communities of Norwood, Bed-
ford Park, Kingsbridge, Riverdale, 
Van Cortlandt Village, Wakefield, 
and Woodlawn.
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Mosholu Parkway No Place for Ball Sports 

Photo courtesy Office of Councilman Andrew Cohen
CounCilman andrew Cohen 
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I do vote. I voted for Obama in 
his two terms. I wanted to vote 
for Bernie Sanders, but now I’m 
going to vote for Hillary Clinton. 
It’s important to vote because they 
represent the people, and I think 
Donald Trump is an (expletive). I 
think Clinton has the backing of 
her husband, former President Bill 
Clinton, so I think she is fi t for the 
job.

Jamise Smith 
Norwood

Yes, I do vote and I think it’s very 
important to vote. When you don’t 
vote, the voting process eliminates 
funding from a community and the 
elected offi cials that we choose 
and vote for are the ones that have 
statistics and surveys on the needs 
of the community. They know how 
to fi ght for what the community 
needs. 

Sandra Pabon
Bedford Park 

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

I vote because we select our 
government. We have to vote. In 
order to have our government, we 
have to vote. I would encourage 
everyone to vote. If you don’t vote 
you don’t have a say in anything. 
This is the worst election year 
I’ve ever seen, the worst. People 
have their choices, and we have 
to make sure what we’re doing in 
our selection. What comes out of a 
candidate’s mouth is what’s in their 
mind and there’s certain choices 
we make, we can’t take back.

Melvina Cameron
Parkchester

With the Primary set for Sept. 13, this week we asked readers whether 
they vote and their thoughts on voting.

Editor’s Note: Have an idea for an Inquiring Photographer 
question? Send suggestions to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

Yes, I vote because you have to 
use your voice. If you don’t vote, 
you don’t have a say. I don’t 
think this year is very different; 
every election is a horse race and 
everyone has their opinion. The 
media likes to blow it up, but at the 
end of the day, the issues are still 
the same. This year’s candidates’ 
high unfavorable rating is due to 
the primary voters and maybe 
our primary system needs to be 
overhauled, but these are the best 
candidates that each party came 
up with.

Carlo Catuogno
Morris Park

Yes, I vote to protect my rights, so 
they don’t raise the transit fare and 
the economy is already so crazy. 
And Donald Trump wants to send 
immigrants back to their countries. 
Why would we want to send the 
immigrants back if they came here 
to work hard and pay taxes like 
everyone else? He wants to build a 
wall and I don’t like that idea.

Maria Bobben
Van Nest
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By DAVID CRUZ and DANIELA BEASLEY 
The September Primary, a solid indica-

tor of who will win November’s General 
Election will take place Sep. 13. Several key 
Democratic races have heated up. The Nor-
wood News looks at some of those key races.

33rd State Senate District 

Senator Gustavo Rivera (left)  of the 33rd 
Senate District and City Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera (right) of the 14th Council 
District took part in a heated debate on 
BronxTalk with Gary Axelbank. This is Ca-
brera’s second attempt at unseating Rivera, 
the incumbent who’s held the seat since 
2011. 

Cabrera’s district mostly overlaps with 
Rivera’s, with neighborhoods that include 
Kingsbridge, University Heights and Mt. 
Hope. Cabrera immediately accused Rivera 
of not bringing resources to the largely 
working class district and not passing any 
laws. Cabrera emphasized the $50 million in 
earmarks he brought to the district, which 
included the installation of surveillance 
cameras. Traditionally, it is easier for coun-
cil members to bring in monies to a district 
when compared to Albany legislators. 

“He has a problem with the truth,” said 
Rivera, a repeated counter to Cabrera’s crit-
icism throughout the debate.

Rivera defended the work he has done 
by highlighting three bills that have since 
been signed into law by Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and explained his part in increasing 
school funding for this coming year. He also 
shot back at Cabrera for accepting money 
from landlords to advance his campaign, 
with housing conditions being a big topic of 
debate during this time. 

“If he wants to talk about landlords giv-
ing me funding, then I guess I’m the Robin 
Hood because I’m the one who passed the 
Tenant Bill of Rights,” countered Cabrera.

36th State Senate District 
The somewhat crowded race for the 36th 

Senate District seat, left vacant by Sen. Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson in July, sees five Demo-
crats on the ballot: Jamaal T. Bailey, Pamela 
A. Hamilton-Johnson, Edward A. Mulraine, 
Alvin Ponder, and Rev. Que English. 

Bailey, a protégé of Assembly Speaker 
Carl Heastie and his director of constitu-
ent services, is the frontrunner in the race, 
thanks to his relationship with Heastie, 
whose 83rd Assembly District overlaps 
with the 36th Senate District. Bailey’s also 
received heavy endorsements from labor 
unions and from Hassell-Thompson.  

The district has a foot in Bronx and 
Westchester counties, making time for both 
areas a tough split for Hassell-Thompson’s 
successor. One of the major questions posed 
throughout the campaign is whether Nor-
wood and Bedford Park, falling within the 
district’s coverage area, would be well rep-
resented going forward. Bailey, Hamilton-
Johnson, and English assured the Norwood 
News their presence will be felt in the neigh-
borhoods. 

78th State Assembly District 

Longtime Assemblyman José Rivera (left) 
faces challenger Ischia Bravo, (right) former 
executive director of the Bronx Democratic 
County Committee, in the seat for the state’s 
78th Assembly District, which Rivera has 
held since 2002. The district covers Ford-
ham, Kingsbridge, Belmont and Bedford 
Park. There’ve been several attempts made 
to unseat Rivera, once chair of the Bronx 
Democratic County Committee, but Rivera’s 

always managed to trounce his competition. 
Bravo was recently interviewed on Bronx-

Talk in what was intended to be a debate 
with Rivera, who did not appear on the show. 
Bravo, meantime, highlighted a Democratic 
platform that included her desire to grow 
tourism in the Bronx, improve the public 
school systems and insure tenants’ rights 
are protected. She didn’t offer specifics on 
how she would accomplish those goals. 

“We don’t have someone now that’s work-
ing for us; we have someone now who is col-
lecting a paycheck,” said Bravo of Rivera in 
a video she posted on Facebook shortly after 
her appearance on BronxTalk. 

Rivera was listed as the least-performing 
lawmaker this year, according to an analy-
sis article published by Politico New York. 
Although listed as co-sponsor and multi-
sponsor to a number of bills, Rivera was the 
sponsor of only one bill this last legislative 
session, which saw the ongoing renewal of 
free Wednesday admission at the Bronx Zoo. 
Despite his thin legislative record, Rivera 
did receive endorsements from 1199 SEIU 
and 32BJ SEIU, the nation’s largest labor 
unions. 

In a statement, Rivera said “For the last 
34 years I’ve been working hard for the peo-
ple I represent. Fighting for funds that bring 
after-schools programs, funding for seniors 
centers and to build parks. I work to give the 
people what they need - and what they some-
times isn’t legislation.” 

78th State Assembly District Leader

The race for female district leader for 
the 78th Assembly District pits newcomer 
Samelys Lopez (right) against Nilda Ve-
lazquez, (left)  a longtime supporter of As-
semblyman Jose Rivera who’s held the seat 
since 2014. Lopez, a Bedford Park resident 
and former Community Board 7 member, 
launched her grassroots campaign in June, 
cycling around the district to promote her 
name and get the necessary signatures to get 
on the ballot. 

The race ranks among the least critical 
ones this election year, though it signals the 
ongoing attempt of seeing fresh blood within 
the 78th Assembly District and its slate of 
district leaders. 

September Primary in the Bronx

Photos courtesy respective campaigns

CANDIDATES IN THE crowded Democratic race for 
the 36th Senate District include (l-r) Jamaal T. Bailey, 
Pamela A. Hamilton-Johnson, Edward A. Mulraine, Al-
vin Ponder, and Rev. Que English.
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OVAL PHARMACY
Oval Pharmacy is a community pharmacy located in the Bronx. Our objective is to serve our community with unique 
pharmaceutical care by offering Unit Dose Packaging, Immunizations, Medication Therapy Management and more.

UNIT
DOSE

PACKAGING

ZOSTAVAX (SHINGLES)

Visit our website Oval Pharmacy
@255 GUN HILL ROAD

Community Specialty Pharmacy

By DAVID GREENE 
Students and fellow teachers 

gathered to say goodbye to a be-
loved Norwood teacher who pas-
sionately pushed scores of stu-
dents to follow their dreams and 
pursue their goals. 

Ramon Cabrera Mojica, 52, 
was a teacher by trade. He taught 
art and fashion design and was 
the fashion designer and coach 
to contestants of the Miss Puerto 
Rico Pageant at the National 
Puerto Rican Day Parade in Man-
hattan.

“His death is a loss to the en-
tire community,” said Benjamin 
Torres, Mojica’s best friend and 
roommate. According to Torres, 
Mojica battled liver cancer and 
died in Manhattan on Aug. 5. 

Mojica taught at MS 308, The 
Bronx Dance Academy at 3617 
Bainbridge Ave. from 2000 to 
2014. The school was walking dis-
tance from Mojica’s home, where 
he lived for 30 years. 

“He loved his job and he was 
loved by his students,” said Tor-
res, adding Mojica was passion-

ate about art, enjoyed nature and 
would often visit the New York 
Botanical Garden.

Dozens of fellow colleagues 
and many former students of 
Mojica gathered for a memorial 
service held on Aug. 28 at St. Ste-
phen’s United Methodist Church 
in Marble Hill.

Co-worker Anna Peacock said 
of Mojica, “He was kind and gen-
erous and the teachers loved him. 
He just embraced everyone and 
we’ll all miss him.”

During the memorial service, 
former student Jennifer Lopez, 
who attended MS 308 in 2004, re-
called Mojica’s urging “to try [my] 
hand at art and design” over bal-
let, which she briefly entertained. 
Lopez eventually graduated from 
the Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy with an associate’s degree in 
fashion design and a bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion. Today Lopez works in the 
retail department of a Ralph Lau-
ren clothing store.

Nadia Salim, a 2004 graduate of 
The Bronx Dance Academy, said 

of Mojica, “He pushed me to enter 
an art competition and I won first 
prize and I’ve continued drawing 
ever since.”

Maria Picon met Mojica as a 
contestant of the Miss Puerto Rico 

pageant of the New York Puerto 
Rican Day Parade in 1987, where 
he was a mentor to the young 
competitors. It was a competition 
that Picon would later win. Picon 
says today, “He was my coach, my 
teacher, my fashionista, my dress 
designer. He taught me how to 
talk to people and be sure of my-
self and to embrace my culture.”

Former journalist Leticia The-
odore-Greene penned a piece in 
2000 about a citywide art project 
that featured Mojica. Learning 
of his death, Theodore-Greene 
said, “The death of someone who 
impacts the future, in the way 
a teacher can, can be a big loss. 
Teachers do what parents can’t do 
during working hours and what 
many people don’t want to do at 
all. We owe so many of them our 
gratitude.”

Mojica was cremated. His 
ashes will be scattered by fam-
ily members in his native Puerto 
Rico. In lieu of flowers, Torres 
asks that donations be made in 
Mojica’s name to the American 
Cancer Society.

Students, Friends Say Goodbye to Beloved Norwood Teacher

Photo by David Greene

RamoN CaBReRa mojiCa appears in 
framed photograph being held by his best 
friend Benjamin Torres.
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CHILDREN’S SCHOOL YEAR PROGRAMS AT MMCC
THE MOSHOLU MONTEFIORE COMMUNITY CENTER

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION & CARE
 
 

HEAD START 
FREE - Low Income   12 months/5 days a week
Age 3: 10:30am-4:30pm   Age 4: 8:30am-5pm

PRE-K FOR ALL
FREE - All Incomes

Age 4: 8am-2:40pm 
(2:45-5pm available for modest fee)

CHILD CARE (FOR WORKING PARENTS) 
7:30am-6:30pm

Infants 12-23 months   Toddlers 24-35 months 
Pre-School 3 & 4 years

A�ordable Fees  Available 12 months
 

Vouchers Accepted
Programs Includes Breakfast, Hot Lunch, Snacks

 
2 Locations

Main Building, 3450 Dekalb Ave & Gun Hill Road  
718-654-0563

Van Cortlandt Child Center, 3880 Sedgwick Ave 
718-543-0231 

 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE & DISCOVERY CLUBS
Grades K-5

Snacks, Sports, Recreation, Homework Help, 
STEM, Creative Arts, and more!

Main Building, 3450 Dekalb Ave & Gun Hill Road 
(718) 654-0563

Sta� Escorts: PS 94, PS 280, St Ann’s
Van Service: PS 95, PS 8, PS 56, St. Brendan 

School Bus Service from CPE and Bronx New School
Monday-Friday: End of school day until 6 or 6:30pm

ADDITIONAL AFTER SCHOOL SITES
PS 8 Bedford Park, PS 7 Kingsbridge, PS 175 City Island

Baychester Community Center
Sta� Escourts: PS 112, PS 111, PS 169 

Our fees are A�ordable and Tax-Deductable 
Vouchers Accepted

To Register, Call Ruth Moore at (718) 882-4000 ext. 207

Mosholu Monte�ore Community Center 
3450 Dekalb Avenue | Bronx, New York 10467 

718.882.4000 | mmcc.org

By WENDY JOAN BIDDLECOMBE 
With Bronx Borough President Ru-

ben Diaz Jr.’s recent pledge to invest 
more than $14.3 million in capital funds 
toward park improvements, the group 
working to revamp Kossuth Playground 
on Mosholu Parkway received the news 
they’ve been waiting for. 

“Yes! We get to have our park! I’m so 
happy,” said Elizabeth Quaranta, presi-
dent of Friends of Mosholu Parkland 
(FOMB), reacting to news of Diaz’s in-
clusion of Kossuth Playground receiving 
$500,000 in funds for improvements to 
the playground. 

The playground sits atop a hill on 
Mosholu Parkway and is the only le-
gally designated area for recreation on 
the parkway. Councilman Andrew Co-
hen, who represents Norwood, is adding 
an extra $300,000 to the $600,000 he set 
aside last fiscal year. Cohen said the ini-
tial idea was to do a “modest upgrade” of 
the park. Eventually, the New York City 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
recommended a total overhaul of the 86-
year-old playground.

“We are trying to push for our resi-
dents – both young and old – to develop 
and practice healthier habits, as well as 
the importance of play space for kids to be 
kids,” Diaz Jr. said in a statement to Nor-
wood News. Diaz noted the playground 
project is “very much in tune with all of 
our needs that we could get behind and 
support” through capital monies. 

The allocation coincides with FOMP’s 
broader attempt to renovate Kossuth Play-
ground. Last fall, the group launched an 
effort with Partnerships for Parks that 
polled residents over how to better the 
playground. Recommendations includ-

ing a comfort station, improved lighting, 
repaired surfaces, and improvements to 
the sprinklers and water fountains were 
outlined in a vision report released this 
past spring.  

With money set aside for upgrades, 
the next step is a scope meeting between 
the Department of Parks and community 
residents. The process—which will even-
tually include the design, bidding and 
construction—could take about three 
and a half years, Cohen said.

“As long as it’s new voices to add to 
what is already there,” said Quaranta 
of the scope meeting. “But to repeat the 
same things over and over again…We 
need to use our time productively and 
not to go over the same things that we’ve 
known for so many years.” 

The basketball court should be among 
the first amenities to get a facelift, said 
Quaranta, adding that kids should be 
directed to play on the new courts at the 
Williamsbridge Oval during construc-
tion. 

“This park affects a lot of people in 
this community and we want to see it pre-
served for future generations,” Quaranta 
said. “There are a lot of trees here but we 
live in a very urban lifestyle. Everyone 
here has one job, two jobs, is trying to put 
food on the table, and this is where they 
come and sit and watch the kids play and 
take a breather from their apartments. 
The playground is a reprieve.” 

Editor’s Note: Friends of Mosholu 
Parkland will hold a fall festival at Kos-
suth Playground on Oct. 8. More informa-
tion is available on the Friends of Mosholu 
Parkway Facebook page or by emailing 
mosholuparkland@gmail.com.

Kossuth Playground Gets 
Half Mil Boost from BP

Photo by Wendy Joan Biddlecombe

KOSSUTH PLAYGROUND (PICTURED) is slated for $1.4 million in renovations. 
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Photo by Miriam Quinones

FREESTYLE LEGEND TONY ORTIZ sings his heart out at the sixth annual Summer 
Streets on Aug. 4. The well-attended event sponsored by Mosholu Preservation Cor-
poration and the East 204th Street-Bainbridge Avenue Merchants Association drew 
scores of residents to Norwood’s neighborhood business strip. The all-day gathering 
began with the World Cup Bar Starz championship on East 204th Street between 
Bainbridge and Decatur avenues. 

Photo courtesy Montefi ore Health System

THESE 10 BRONX KIDS wrap up their time at Camp Spinnaker in New Hampshire 
in mid-August. These children, who all have asthma, receive their care at Montefi ore 
Medical Center. Their trip to the camp is funded with help from the Centers for Disease 
Control’s New Hampshire Asthma Control Program and the American Lung Association. 
Associates from Montefi ore’s Comprehensive Family Care Center facilitated the trip.

Photo by Miriam Quinones

THESE KIDS TEST their athletic prowess on the race track, one of 15 sports activities 
at Williamsbridge Oval Park as part of the annual Summer Sports Jamboree hosted by 
the New York City Parks Department. The kids’ event drew an estimated 1000 young 
people to the park on Aug. 17. At its heart, the all-day event encouraged exercise at 
New York City’s parks.

Photo by Miriam Quinones

ORQUESTA SCC MEMBERS perform their fl air of Latin music at the doors to the 
Williamsbridge Oval’s Recreation Center. The group performed Aug. 11 and was spon-
sored by local Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz as part of the 2016 Summer Concert Series 
in the Northwest Bronx.

Photo by Miriam Quinones

THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE’S OFFICE recognized several Bronx residents for dedica-
tion to their neighborhoods at the 52nd Precinct’s National Night Out event. The coun-
try-wide event bolsters relationships between communities and police departments. 
Standing with Brenda Caldwell, president of the 52nd Precinct Community Council 
(2nd from left), holding up awards, are (l-r) Sheila Sanchez, Carlos Ortiz and 52nd 
Precinct Community Affairs Offi cer Crystal Reveron. 

Photo courtesy Montefi ore Health System

WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT’S Chief Brand Offi cer Stephanie McMahon 
(pictured) shares a moment with 3-year-old Daniel at the Children’s Hospital at Mon-
tefi ore on Aug. 17. McMahon had been joined by V Foundation CEO Susan Braun 
along with WWE wrestlers Darren Young, Dolph Ziggler, Zack Ryder and NXT Super-
star Bayley for the scheduled WWE-themed appearance.
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Shop Fordham Road
“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

F
FORDHAM ROAD
BUSINESS  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT

For more information contact (718) 562-2104

OVER 300
SPECIALTY SHOPS

AND CHAINS
Furniture • Home Improvement 

Clothing • Jewelery • Shoes 
Electronics • Discount Outlets

Cell Phones • Games,
Accessories • Offi ce Supplies

And Many Fast Food Restaurants

Acccessible By All
NYC Mass Transportation
Parking Facilities Available

WE ACCEPT 

“Your Family Drugstore” http://www.leroyrx.com 

                                Most Union Plans & Third-Party Insurances 

Hours: Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday: 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.    

Est. 1970 

314 E. 204th Street ♦ Phone: (718) 882-5614 ♦ Fax: (718) 882-6365 

Medicaid, Medicare, Medicare Part D, CVS Caremark 

FREE  Delivery And Pick Up  

10% Discount For Senior Citizens (excludes cigarettes and sales items)  

NOTARY PUBLIC 

 EBT  

Ostomy, Surgical & Diabetic Supplies, 
Free Blood Pressure Testing, Vitamins, 
Nutritionals, Health & Beauty Aids, Cos-
metics, MetroCards, Housewares, House-
hold Items, and much more... 

 Services Include: Services Include: Services Include:  
WIC CHECKS OTC CARDS 

• Specialty Pharmacy   • We Do Compounding 

Miosotti Tenecora, a graduate of 
local Bronx public schools and Ford-
ham University-Rose Hill (Bachelor’s, 
Magna Cum Laude, 2010), recently 
began her studies at Boston Univer-
sity School of Law as a Public Inter-
est Scholar, a full-tuition award that 
recognizes her academic achievement 
and commitment to practicing public 
interest law. She is the daughter of 
Flor Mejia of Norwood, who works as 
a student bus attendant.  

Over the summer, Tenecora 
served as an intern in the district of-
fice of New York City Council Mem-
ber Andrew Cohen, where she helped 
arrange free legal help for local resi-
dents, in partnership with several 
public interest law groups. During 
her time in college, she volunteered 
numerous hours tutoring Bronx 
high school students and is currently 
mentoring a Bronx high school stu-
dent through the organization, iMen-
tor. Local honors for Tenecora have 
included the 2016 “Rookie of the 
Year” Award for volunteer work with 

the Bronx Young Democrats.  
Tenecora also received an M.A. 

in International Studies from Con-
cordia University in 2014, and dur-
ing that degree program, worked 
in Shanghai, China for a year as an 
instructor at the Delter-Telfort Busi-
ness Institute. She is interested in 
eradicating poverty and violence 
against women and children, ensur-
ing peaceful societies, and advancing 
sustainable development that is in 
harmony with nature. She recently 
worked at Sanctuary for Families 
as Project Assistant for their Matri-
monial/Economic Justice Project, 
and interned at the Permanent Mis-
sion of the Principality of Andorra 
to the United Nations, following and 
reporting on the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals. She also worked at 
the U. S. District Court for the East-
ern District of New York in Brook-
lyn, the Victims Services Unit at the 
King’s County District Court, and 
volunteered with a group called ‘Her 
Justice.’

Norwood Local Heads to 
BU Law on Full Ride
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BUSINESS MATTERS
Epiphany Lutheran Church

A place of grace in Norwood.  3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY Phone: 
(718) 652-6839   Website: www.epiphanybx.org WORSHIP Sundays 
at noon; BIBLE STUDY Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP 
Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

Professional Directory

COMPUTER SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Professional Directory
Classifi eds

Computer Repair
upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen, 
broken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James 
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0 to 21 years. 
General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD Same-Day Appointment 
Every Day! (718) 881-8999

PEDIATRIC SERVICES

BEAUTY SERVICES

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.
The last old fashioned hairdresser in the Bronx! We specialize in 
haircutting, hair care, and provide consultations on how to care 
for your hair. Hair coloring, all relaxers, Wave Nouveau and care-
free curls. We also offer flat-ironing.  20% off for seniors. 10% off 
for college students with picture ID.  Natural haircuts and wigs 
cleaning. 617 E. Fordham Road (between Arthur and Hughes av-
enues, Fordham University section). Call today for your appoint-
ment: (347) 284-3834.

BIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!

COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND
Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to 

Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill

Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment

Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946

for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

/JGHBIZ

ROOM WANTED

HELP WANTED
Head Cook - Mosholu Montefiore Community Center is seeking a full time head cook for our Senior 
Center. The ideal candidate will have 2+ years’ institutional food preparation experience, includ-
ing supervising food production and kitchen staff, ordering food products, creating and following 
menus as per DFTA and DOH guidelines, maintaining kitchen sanitation and safety standards, as-
sisting in safety training and procedures, complying w/state, local and regulatory agencies. Experi-
ence developing nutrition programs for senior citizens a plus. HS degree and Food Handler’s certifi-
cate required. Culinary training a plus. Competitive salary and benefits. Submit cover letter and 
resume to: jobs@mmcc.org.   

Retired Irish American seeks room for rent. Clean and sober. Please call John at (347) 375-4923.

 SUMMER TRIPS
Kancella Travel & Tours, Sept. 17: Winery Tour and Wine Tasting in New Jersey. Enjoy an 
introduction to wine making and sample the finest at this location. Italian lunch included. 
5-Hour Resorts Casino w/bonus price, $89 pp; Oct. 2: Lobster Feast and sea food at Nordic 
Lodge Restaurant in Rhode Island – ALL YOU CAN EAT.  5 Hours at Mohegan Sun Casino w/
bonus price, $169 pp. Buses depart Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx. Time 8 a.m.; Las Vegas, 
Nevada, Sept. 23: 5 days and 4 nights. Included: hotel, air transportation, tours, lunch buffet.  
4 nights at Excalibur Hotel & Casino.  Price $889 pp. Call for reservation and purchase tickets. 
Kancella Tours – Justo Cancella (347) 405-2017; Eddie Rosa Enterprise (718) 757-5485. Email 
kancellastours191@yahoo.com.
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SPARX Program Ignites Interest of Coding to Young Girls

 

Wednesday, September 7th at 6:30 p.m.
Lehman Campus, Music Building, 1st floor, East Dining Room

Certified Clinical Medical Assistant  
Medical Billing and Coding

Certified Nursing Assistant C.N.A
EKG/Phlebotomy, Nurse Technician  

Dental Assistant
Pharmacy Technician

Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 
Counseling

Child Care C.D.A
Business Bookkeeping

Personal Financial Planning
IRS Enrolled Agent

Real Estate Salesperson
Cisco Networking Academy
A+ Computer Technician

Microsoft Office Specialist

Meet with  
Industry Experts!

CAREER INFORMATION SEMINARS 

LEHMAN COLLEGE
SCHOOL OF CONTINUING &  
PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

718-960-8512   
www.lehman.cuny.edu/ce

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

Participatory Budgeting

Workshop assemblies on Partici-

patory Budgeting, a process where 

residents decide how $1 million of 

taxpayer money will be spent for com-

munity improvements in their neigh-

borhoods, take place at the following 

locations: Bedford Park Senior Center, 

243 E. 204th St., on Sept. 8, and at the 

Williamsbridge Oval on Sept. 28, both 

at 7 p.m. For more information or to 

RSVP, call the Office of Councilman 

Andrew Cohen at (718) 549-7300. 

September Primary

New York State’s Primary takes 

place on Sept. 13. Polls will be open 

from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. across the Bronx. 

To find your nearest poll site, go 

to https://nyc.pollsitelocator.com/

search. 

Poll Workers Sought

Apply to become a paid poll worker 

at http://www.elections.ny.gov/Be-

comePollworker.html. Responsibili-

ties include setting up voting equip-

ment, process voters, and assist voters 

if required. Candidates must be a New 

York City resident. 

Rent Freeze 

Help on applying for a rent freeze 

through the New York City Rent 

Freeze Program, or SCRIE/DRIE, is 

available Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 4 

p.m. by appointment at Refuge House, 

2715 Bainbridge Ave. To be eligible, 

you must be at least 62 years of age or 

receiving disability benefits through 

Social Security and having a total 

household income of $50,000 or less. 

For more information or to make an 

appointment, call (718) 933-2539. 

Health Bucks 

Health Bucks, coupons that can be 

used towards food purchases at area 

farmers markets, are available at the 

Office of Councilman Ritchie Torres, 

573 E. Fordham Rd., Monday through 

Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Residents 

must live within the 15th Council 

District and qualify for $10 worth of 

Health Bucks only. For more informa-

tion, call (718) 842-8100. 

MetroCard Bus 

 MetroCards can be purchased 

through the Metropolitan Transpor-

tation Authority’s buses every 2nd 

and 4th Friday of the month at the fol-

lowing locations: Fordham Road and 

Grand Concourse from noon to 2 p.m.; 

and Van Cortlandt Village, 3887 Sedg-

wick Ave., from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Senior 

citizens wishing to get discounted Met-

roCard passes can go to Scott Towers, 

3400 Paul Ave., every 4th Monday of 

each month, from 1 to 3 p.m. Services 

are unavailable on New Year’s Day, 

Memorial Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiv-

ing, and Christmas. 

Resolve Warrants

An information session on resolv-

ing warrant issues for basic quality of 

life infractions, including drinking al-

cohol in public, trespassing, loitering, 

and littering, takes place Sept. 17 at 

Mount Hope Community Center, 55 E. 

175th St., from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more 

information, call (718) 590-2272. 

Free Flu Shots

Montefiore and Walgreens/Duane 

Reade will hold free flu clinics for 

the public at the following locations 

throughout the borough on Sept. 25: 

St. Nicholas of Tolentine Church, 2345 

University Ave. from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 

and Our Lady of Mercy Church, 2496 

Marion Ave., from 2 to 5 p.m. For more 

information, call (718) 920-4659.

SNAP Benefits

Families of three earning a total 

$2,512 a month are now entitled to 

food stamp benefits from the Supple-

mental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP). For more information or to 

find the SNAP office nearest you, call 

the Bronx Human Resources Adminis-

tration office at (718) 722-8013. 
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By DAVID CRUZ 
A state agency that oversees admin-

istrative decisions for Mitchell-Lama 
cooperatives has told the Board of Di-
rectors of Park Reservoir to comply 
with rules when it comes to changing 
management firms.

The latest comes as a majority of 
board members for the Van Cortlandt 
Village complex seek to officially re-
place its longtime management com-
pany, Amalgamated Housing Cooper-
atives, at a board meeting scheduled 
Sept. 11. The letter could delay the vote, 
resulting in board members starting 
its vetting process all over again and 
giving supporters of Amalgamated 
more time to hammer out any differ-
ences.

In a two-page letter obtained by the 
Norwood News, the state Department 
of Homes and Community Renewal 
(DHCR), the state agency that oversees 
Mitchell-Lama buildings, suggested 
the board jumped the gun in scouting 
for a new management company. A bu-
reaucratic procedure must be followed 
when finding a new managing agent, 
according to the letter, including the 
submission of a management plan.

“All proposed managing agents 
must meet the minimum eligibility 
requirements under DHCR’s Mitchell-
Lama regulations,” read the letter. 
“They must, among other selection 

criteria, be a licensed, NY State real 
estate broker and must provide a State-
ment of Qualifications describing its 
experience and capacity for managing 
the development.”

In an emergency meeting in mid-
July, cooperators were given a hand-
out detailing the Board’s vetting pro-
cess that ended with criticism over the 
board’s backwards approach to scout-
ing for a new management company. 
At the meeting, which revealed nasty 
infighting among board members, co-
operators were told that Midas Man-
agement, a Bronx-based real estate 
company, was the preferred firm. The 
firm has ties with Daniel Padernacht, 
a housing attorney and chair of Bronx 
Community Board 8, which covers Van 
Cortlandt Village.

Supporters of Amalgamated argue 
its 60-year relationship with Park Res-
ervoir and its above-average amenities 
should be taken into consideration. Op-
ponents say Amalgamated’s meddling 
in Park Reservoir’s financial affairs 
have forced it to take control of its des-
tiny.

Leading the push is Steve Zitrin, 
vice president of the board, who de-
clined to comment on the latest devel-
opment. Susan Braunstein, another 
board member in favor of replacing 
Amalgamated, did not return calls as 
of press time.

Park Reservoir Bd. Must Follow 
Mitchell-Lama Rules, Says State

Image still

A MEETING WILL decide the fate of the current management company of Park Res-
ervoir (pictured). 
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St. Patrick’s Home  
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center 

“Where it all began” 

 Short-Term Rehabilitation  
 Physical, Occupational & Speech 

Therapy 
 Daily Mass in our Chapel  
 Restorative Nursing  
 Wound Care 
 Therapeutic Recreation 
 Memory Program  
 Palliative Care  
 Pastoral Care 
 Psychological Services  
 Gift Shop & Coffee Shop  
 And many other services... 

                 Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929  

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463 

Tel: 718-519-2800 
Fax: 718-304-1817 

www.stpatrickshome.org 
  

 FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME 

NORWOOD 
NEWS
3400 Reservoir Oval E. 
Bronx, NY 10467
718.324.4998

ADVERTISE 
TODAY

Nearly 40,000 readers means 
40,000 customers.
SELL YOUR BRAND. 
MAKE MONEY.
Advertise in the Norwood News. 
Call 718-324-4998.

in the

By TATYANA TURNER With more than 2,300 hous-ing violations and a muddled reputation, the time had come for New York City’s worst land-lord to take his place on the hot seat.
Ved Parkash, long dubbed the worst landlord in New York City by the Public Advocate’s annual worst landlord’s watch-list, finally met with some of his 

residents in a Q&A forum at the Concourse House at 196th Street and the Grand Concourse in Bedford Park on July 12.For his part, Parkash sat in the center by his lonesome, left to answer tough questions from raging tenants.
The Parkash Tenant Coali-tion, a team of residents living in several of his unkempt build-ings across the Bronx, made 

a number of attempts to push their landlord to take respon-sibility, ultimately scheduling the forum. Though the meeting was intended to plan for a better quality of life, those attending say it was a disappointment and a waste of time.
“I really didn’t like the meet-ing because I was sitting there listening to other people’s com-plaints, and I couldn’t even 

make my own complaint,” said Maria Cruz, who was behind dozens of tenants.
Cruz was one of some 100 res-idents assembled in a room at the Concourse House meeting, wearing T-shirts with the words “Our Bronx, Our Lives, Our Solutions” emblazoned on the back. Among them were mem-bers of the Northwest Bronx 
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Ved Parkash looks to get himself off notorious bad landlord watch list

TENANTS CONFRONT WORST BX. LANDLORD

Photo by Tatyana Turner

A TENANT TAKES advantage of a rare opportunity to voice her frustrations and demands to her landlord, Ved Parkash (far right), a landlord 

notorious for countless violations in many of his properties.

Amid financial tur-
moil for the city’s net-
work of hospitals, Mau-
reen Pode, previously 
acting CEO of NYC 
Health + Hospitals in 
North Central Bronx, 
has officially been 
named CEO of the North 
Central Bronx Hospital, 
by president and CEO 
of NYC Health + Hospi-
tals, Dr. Ram Raju. 

Earlier in her ca-
reer, Pode held an as-
sortment of positions 
at the Cabrini Medical 
Center before deciding 
to work at NYC Health 
+ Hospitals where she 
has stayed for the past 
14 years. 

As a senior execu-

tive, Pode will begin 
implementing the three 
new service lines that 
have replaced the hos-
pital’s former network 
structure, focusing on 
patient care, post-acute 
care and ambulatory 
care. Pode has more 

than 30 years’ experi-
ence in acute and am-
bulatory care and looks 
forward to contributing 
to the change that NYC 
Health + Hospitals ul-
timately hope will im-
prove health outcomes 
and eliminate unnec-
essary hospital admis-
sions. 

“I look forward to 
continuing our work 
together to build upon 
the rich history for 
serving the residents of 
the North Bronx,” said 
Pode. “Our strength has 
been and will continue 
to be our commitment 
to the provision of re-
spectful compassionate 
and high quality care.”

NCBH Names New CEO

MAUREEN PODE



Onstage
Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum, 895 
Shore Rd., Pelham Bay Park, presents 
Summer Sunset Classical Concert 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Sept. 15: Violinist and 
harpsichordist perform sonatas. Tickets 
are $20/concert. For more information or 
to RSVP, call (718) 885-1461.

Events
Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
invites the public to a Muslim School 
Holiday Celebration, a fun filled day, 
on Sept. 17 from noon to 3 p.m. at PS 

83, 950 Rhinelander Ave. (entrance on 
Radcliff Avenue). For more information, 
call (718) 590-3522.

Fordham Road BID presents Fordham 
Film Festival. Events begin at 5 p.m. 
and include music, games and activities. 
At Bryan Park, East Fordham and East 
Kingsbridge roads: Sept. 9 at 7:30 
p.m.: “E.T.” For more information, visit 
fordhamroad.nyc.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W. 
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family Art 
Projects: Print and Fly With Monarch 
Butterflies, to make large-scale printed 
butterflies and participate in a group 

installation, Sept. 3 and 4; and Go 
Outdoors With Van Gogh, to sketch 
nature using watercolor paint and 
pencils, Sept. 10 and 11; both in WH 
House from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Grounds 
admission is free until noon Saturdays 
and Tuesdays all year. For more 
information and a schedule of events 
including tours and walks, call (718) 549-
3200.

Bedford Park Congregational Church, 
corner of Bainbridge Avenue and 201st 
Street, presents events to help celebrate 
127 years of service to the Bedford Park 
community: organ concert at 3 p.m. 
and catered dinner at 5 p.m., both on 
Sept. 18 ($35/ticket); and Anniversary 
Service on Sept. 25 at 11 a.m. For 
more information, call Reverend Dr. 
Christopher Ponnuraj at (718) 367-8996.

The Children’s Hospital at Montefiore, 
3415 Bainbridge Ave., presents its annual 
Back-to-School Resource Fair, Sept. 
21 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Included are 
education and recreation resources for 
families and service providers of children 
with disabilities, adult learning, after 
school, Dial-a-Teacher, homework help, 
and more. For more information, call 
(718) 741-2426.

The Jerome-Gun Hill BID will celebrate 
its 20th anniversary and 15th Annual 
Fall Festival on Sept. 17 from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., rain or shine, on Jerome 
Avenue, between East Gun Hill Road and 
East Mosholu Parkway North. Events 
include live musical performances, 
children’s activities, vendors and food, 
and a variety of BID merchants. For more 
information, call (718) 324-4946.

Exhibits
The New York Botanical Garden presents 
Impressionism: American Gardens on 
Canvas through Sept. 11, an exhibition 

throughout the Garden which helps 
celebrate its 125th anniversary. For more 
information, call (718) 817-8700.

Library Events
The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents the following 
events for adults: film: “In the Time of the 
Butterflies,” Sept. 10 at 2:30 p.m.; and 
Microsoft Word 2010 for Beginners: 
(online registration required), Sept. 12 at 2 
p.m. For more information, call (718) 579-
4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.org. 

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th St., 
offers for kids: Backyard Exploration 
at 4 p.m.: (ages 5 to 12), to hang out 
in the backyard, help with the garden, 
play, write with chalk, read, etc., Sept. 6 
and 13; and Arts & Crafts at 3:30 p.m.: 
(ages 3 to 12), to make book logs and 
friendship bracelets, Sept. 7 and 14. 
Teens/young adults can enjoy: film: “The 
Angry Birds,” Sept. 10 at 1:30 p.m. Adults 
can attend: Device Advice at 10:30 a.m.: 
One-on-one help with phone/tablet, text 
messages and download apps, Sept. 7 
and 14; Free Computer Classes: to learn 
email and basic computer information, 
Wednesdays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.; and 
Knitting Circle: Thursdays at 3 p.m. For 
more information, call (718) 882-8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames 
Place (near Kingsbridge Road), offers 
for children: Kids Get Active Fridays 
at 3 p.m.: (ages 5 to 12), dance moves 
on the Wii game console, Sept. 2 and 9; 
and Toddler Storytime and Craft: (ages 
3 to 5), stories, songs and craft, Sept. 1 
at 11:15 a.m. For more information, call 
(718) 549-5200. 

NOTE: Items for consideration may 
be mailed to our office or sent to 
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and 
should be received by Sept. 5 for the next 
publication date of Sept. 15.
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You are invited  
To Help Celebrate 127 Years of  

Service to the Bedford Park Community 

Bedford Park Congregat ional  Church  
Corner of Bainbridge Avenue and 201st Street 

Sunday, September 18:   
Organ Concert  at  3:00pm  
Catered d inner  at  5:00pm  

Organist  Ka l le  To iv io ,  lauded F innish  
c lass ica l  v i r tuoso  

     Tickets $35.00 

     Please call  
Reverend Dr. Christopher Ponnuraj  

at (718) 367-8996 

Join us for fine music,  
excellent food, praise and 

worship. 

Compiled by JUDY NOY

EDITOR’S PICK

The public is invited to a free performance of Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet” at the Williamsbridge Oval Recreation Center, Sept. 
10 at 1 p.m. For more information and to RSVP, call (718) 543-
8672 or contact sarah.bishow@parks.nyc.gov.

Free Theatre at the Oval

File Photo

PRINT AND FLY With Monarch Butterflies to make large-scale printed butter-
flies and participate in a group installation, Sept. 3 and 4, at Wave Hill (see details 
under “Events”).



it was their last straw. 
Cinthya Garcia, a mother 

of two forced to relocate to 
a dingy homeless shelter in 
Queens, is among the newly 
scattered tenants. She even-
tually moved out of that 
shelter to another shelter 
in the South Bronx and is 
now awaiting news from the 
New York City Human Re-
sources Administration, a 
city agency that’s now find-
ing a place for her. 

“As of right now, I’m sit-
ting in a shelter that is not 
a place for my kids,” Gar-
cia said. “And if I could 
get a place that we could 
lay peacefully and not be 
around junkies and bugs 
and rodents, I would take 
that over anything.” 

Garcia would be the sec-
ond tenant to move on. Still, 
the shrinking list of tenants 
does not weaken their case 
against Fine. 

Carrying On
Community residents 

are still keeping the cause 
alive, for the sake of its ten-
ants and the preservation of 
that sleepy portion of Bed-
ford Park. It’s for that reason 
neighborhood activists have 
opposed Fine’s proposal to 
build a high-rise apartment 
building. The neighborhood 
is currently zoned as an R8, 
which allows for buildings 
10 stories or higher. 

Uproar over Fine’s inten-
tions has since ensued, with 
many seeing Fine’s idea as 
further congesting the nar-
row neighborhood. It also 
inspired a petition that 
blamed the neighborhood’s 
decades old zoning laws for 
making high-rise construc-
tion easy in the neighbor-
hood.

Fine effectively inher-
ited the building’s prob-
lems that happened under 
Genesis Realty, the previ-

ous owner and manage-
ment company. Early this 
year, Genesis sent eviction 
notices on Fine’s behalf de-
manding tenants to leave 
within 30 days. Tenants sus-
pected the evictions were 
part of an elaborate scheme 
to force tenants out so de-
velopers can bulldoze the 
building, thereby increas-
ing the lot space, and allow 
for a higher building. 

There were also in-
stances of harassment in-
cluding late-night visits 
from Fine himself, accord-
ing to previous claims from 
tenants. 

“The tenants need to be 
treated right, which they 
haven’t throughout all 
this,” John Reilly, a Bedford 
Park resident and expert on 
affordable housing, said.  
Reilly suggested tenants 
should receive some puni-
tive damages to make them 
“whole again.” 

Fire 
The fire occurred at 2 

a.m. on Aug. 11, with flames 
tearing through the second 
floor, waking tenants. 

“The minute I open my 
front door, it was like hell 
had just met me at the door,” 
Garcia said. “The whole 
hallway was so hot. I don’t 
know how a fire got so hot 
so quickly.” 

One resident had es-
caped by leaping from the 
second floor, landing on a 
car 12 feet from his apart-
ment and suffering injuries. 
Families have since set up a 
GoFundMe page asking for 
donations to pay for the vic-
tim’s hospital bills. 

Marisol Jimenez, another 
tenant, was in her basement 
apartment as a firefighter 
attempted to rescue her and 
her elderly parents. “My fa-
ther had to be pushed out of 
the way by a fireman; fire 
and debris threatened to fall 

on him,” Jimenez recalled. 
Jimenez and her parents 
are currently living with 
her brother elsewhere.

Six other residents and 
three firefighters sustained 
injuries.

Its timing led commu-
nity leaders to consider a 
variety of ways the fire be-
gan, including the possibil-
ity it may have been set in-
tentionally. A spokesman 
for Fine, Michael McKeon, 
criticized the notion of foul 
play as “outrageous, reck-
less and not supported by 
any facts.” 

A FDNY investigation 
would later determine the 
blaze was an accidental elec-
trical fire caused by a faulty 
air conditioner. 

“Even in the most gen-
erous scenario, this fire is 
indisputably gross negli-
gence,” Councilman An-
drew Cohen, who represents 
Bedford Park, said. 
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Bedford Park Tenants Displaced 
(continued from page 1)

Bring this in for a 

FREE 3-DAY PASS

$9.95/MONTH  •  AWESOME CLASSES  •  TONS OF WEIGHTS  •  PERSONAL TRAINING  •  NO JUDGMENTS

3170 Webster Ave (at 205th St)  •  Bronx, NY  •  CrunchNorwood.com
Guest pass must be used for consecutive days at the above location only. Must be 18 years or older and present valid photo ID. Some restrictions may apply. Available for a limited 
time only. Monthly pricing applicable to the Base membership and includes general gym access. $39 Annual fee applies. See club for details. ©2016 Crunch IP Holdings, LLC

Y O U ' R E  I N V I T E D !

Stop by or call 718.509.6361 for info.



Want to Reach 40,000  
Potential Customers??? 
 
Want to Increase Your Sales??? 

Advertise in the  
AWARD-WINNING  
NORWOOD NEWS  

Call (718) 324-4998 or email  
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org 

The ONLY newspaper covering your neighborhood  

Affordable Rates Available!  
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