
By TATYANA TURNER 
With more than 2,300 hous-

ing violations and a muddled 
reputation, the time had come 
for New York City’s worst land-
lord to take his place on the hot 
seat.

Ved Parkash, long dubbed 
the worst landlord in New York 
City by the Public Advocate’s 
annual worst landlord’s watch-
list, finally met with some of his 

residents in a Q&A forum at the 
Concourse House at 196th Street 
and the Grand Concourse in 
Bedford Park on July 12.

For his part, Parkash sat in 
the center by his lonesome, left 
to answer tough questions from 
raging tenants.

The Parkash Tenant Coali-
tion, a team of residents living 
in several of his unkempt build-
ings across the Bronx, made 

a number of attempts to push 
their landlord to take respon-
sibility, ultimately scheduling 
the forum. Though the meeting 
was intended to plan for a better 
quality of life, those attending 
say it was a disappointment and 
a waste of time.

“I really didn’t like the meet-
ing because I was sitting there 
listening to other people’s com-
plaints, and I couldn’t even 

make my own complaint,” said 
Maria Cruz, who was behind 
dozens of tenants.

Cruz was one of some 100 res-
idents assembled in a room at 
the Concourse House meeting, 
wearing T-shirts with the words 
“Our Bronx, Our Lives, Our 
Solutions” emblazoned on the 
back. Among them were mem-
bers of the Northwest Bronx 
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Ved Parkash looks to get himself off notorious bad landlord watch list

TENANTS CONFRONT 
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A TENANT TAKES advantage of a rare opportunity to voice her frustrations and demands to her landlord, Ved Parkash (far right), a landlord 
notorious for countless violations in many of his properties.



The Williamsbridge Oval is one of 
those parks so vital to Norwood’s char-
acter one can equate it to the neighbor-
hood’s heart. Attracting a multitude of 
first and second generation immigrant 
families, one can expect well over 100 
people taking advantage of the jungle 
gym, the sprinkler system to cool down 
or the recreation center for some air 
conditioning and computer help. 

At the center of the Oval, as neigh-
bors know it, is the multi-purpose field 
used primarily for football, and the 
other kind of football: soccer. Players, 
mostly men, hold organized games that 
often last for hours. These players have 
sons and daughters, a second generation 
of new Americans, enrolled at the local 
schools.

So when Mayor Bill de Blasio an-
nounced a soccer mentorship initiative 
(see page 6 on coverage of the announce-
ment) for the city, the Oval, appears to 
be a perfect fit. And we challenge the 
Mayor’s Office to vet the neighborhood 
of Norwood for a slot in this $3 million 
initiative. 

Norwood is a melting pot, with im-
migrants from South America and In-
dia carving a working class life here. 
They’ve also made plenty of use of the 
soccer field, notwithstanding the trash 
that gets left behind the park over the 
weekend (another editorial subject, we 
suppose). Batting around the ball, coor-
dinating with a team and learning the 
value of gracious winning and losing is 

a cornerstone attribute to the program. 
For children taking part in the sport, or 
any sport, the discipline can certainly 
be a guide to leading a good life. 

The International Council of Sport 
Science and Physical Education, a 
group espousing the power of sports, 
wrote in a 2013 report that, “Sport and 
physical activities are popular all over 
the world and can be a powerful tool for 
social inclusion, creating a strong sense 
of community and togetherness. This is 
particularly important in times of cri-
sis, whether the cause is economic cri-
sis, on-going poverty, natural disaster, 
conflict or a health crisis. 

The soccer initiative was announced 
in the Bronx, a borough of immigrants. 
It’s also a borough where incomes are 
low, health disparities are high, and 

amenities are severely limited when 
compared to the rest of the city. Nor-
wood shares those attributes. A look at 
the New York City Health Departments 
Community Health Profiles of Nor-
wood, Kingsbridge, and Bedford Park 
show its obesity rate is over three times 
the rate than in Stuyvesant Town and 
Turtle Bay with 27 percent of residents 
labeled obese. 

Organizers have already picked the 
first wave of fields to be rehabbed and 
adopted into the initiative, with Mill-
brook Playground in the Mott Haven 
section of the Bronx among them. 

The city is expected to gauge lo-
cal community boards on whether 
Norwood could benefit from the pro-
gram. The Norwood News says “yes,” 
though the true power in bringing 
the soccer initiative to the commu-
nity relies on you. Do your part in 
convincing the city to consider Nor-
wood by visiting  http://www1.nyc.
gov/site/fund/initiatives/city-soc-
cer.page. 

Kicking around the idea is one 
thing; best-laid plans are those that 
are actually done. 

Editor’s Note: The Norwood News 
is set to take an awkward break. We 
will be going on hiatus until August 
18, when we release a special edition of 
the paper focusing on neighborhoods. 
We will return again on September 1.
Have a safe and healthy summer.
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EDITORIAL

 (Cut and Save)               Helpful Numbers
Emergencies:  911      Information: 411     NYC Government Information: 311

New York City Agencies
NY Police Dept. 52nd Precinct, 3016 Webster Ave., (718) 220-5811

Inspector Peter Fiorillo, Commanding Offi cer
NY Fire Department, N. Bronx Firehouse, 2928 Briggs Ave., (718) 430-0279

NY Dept. of Sanitation Action Line, (212) 219-8090
NY Dept. of Environmental Protection Helpline (air, noise, hazardous materials,

water – including open fi re hydrants), (718) 337-4357
Community Board 7, 229A East 204th St., (718) 933-5650

Chair: Adaline Walker-Santiago; District Mgr: Andrew Sandler 

Elected Representatives
NY State Assembly Member Jeffrey Dinowitz, Dist. 81, 3107 Kingsbridge Ave., (718) 796-5345

NY State Assembly Member Mark Gjonaj, Dist. 86, 1126 Pelham Pkwy. So., (718) 409-0109
NY City Council Member Andrew Cohen, Dist. 11, 3450 DeKalb Ave., (718) 549-7300

Recreation
Williamsbridge Oval Park - (718) 543-8672

Bring the Soccer Initiative to Oval Park

File Photo

WILLIAMSBIDGE OVAL PARK (pictured) 
is the perfect place to introduce the city’s 
new soccer initiative.
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Affordable Housing for Rent 
G&M PROPERTIES II:   
20 NEWLY RENOVATED UNITS AT VARIOUS BUILDINGS: 
1636-1640 University Avenue, 100 West 174 Street (University Heights) and  
1167 Stratford Avenue (East Bronx) 
Amenities: On-site resident superintendent, energy efficient appliances, sleek modern kitchens and baths, 
hardwood floors  
Transit:  Subways - 4, 6, D; Buses - BX 35, 36, 3, 11, 13, 4, 27  
No application fee • No broker’s fee • More information: www.BronxProGroup.com

These buildings are being renovated through the Participation Loan Program (PLP) and the Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program 
(LIHTC) of the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development.
Who Should 
Apply? 

Individuals or households who meet the income and 
household size requirements listed in the table below 
may apply. Qualified applicants will be required to 
meet additional selection criteria.  Applicants who live 
in New York City receive a general preference for 
apartments.  

A percentage of units is set aside for: 
 Mobility-disabled applicants (5%) 
 Vision- or hearing-disabled applicants (2%) 

Preference for a percentage of units goes to: 
 Residents of Bronx Community 

Boards 5 and 9 (50%) 
 Municipal employees (5%) 

1. View the Available Units…  2.   See Unit Requirements 

Unit Size Monthly Rent* 
Units 
Available Household Size** 

Annual Household 
Earnings*** 

1 bedroom $980 13
1 person $34,972 - $38,100 

2 people $34,972 - $43,500 

2 bedroom $1,183 6

2 people $41,966 - $43,500 

3 people $41,966 - $48,960 

4 people $41,966 - $54,360 

3 bedroom $1,359 1
4 people $48,446 - $54,360 
5 people $48,446 - $58,740 

6 people $48,446 - $63,060 
* Rent includes gas for cooking. Tenants pay electric.  
** Household size includes everyone who will live with you, including parents and children. Subject to occupancy criteria. 
*** Household earnings includes salary, hourly wages, tips, Social Security, child support, and other income. Income guidelines subject to change.

How Do You Apply?  
Apply online or through mail. To apply online, please go to nyc.gov/housingconnect. To request an application by mail, send a self-
addressed envelope to: G&M PROPERTIES II: c/o Bronx Pro Real Estate Management, Inc. 1605 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Bronx, NY 10453. Only send one application per development. Do not submit duplicate applications. Do not apply online and also send in 
a paper application. Applicants who submit more than one application may be disqualified.
When is the Deadline?  
Applications must be postmarked or submitted online no later than September 16, 2016. Late applications will not be considered.
What Happens After You Submit an Application?  
After the deadline, applications are selected for review through a lottery process. If yours is selected and you appear to qualify, you will be 
invited to an interview to continue the process of determining your eligibility. Interviews are usually scheduled from 2 to 10 months after the 
application deadline. You will be asked to bring documents that verify your household size, identity of members of your household, and 
your household income. 

Español Presente una solicitud en línea en nyc.gov/housingconnect. Para recibir una traducción de español de este anuncio y la solicitud impresa, 
envíe un sobre con la dirección a: G&M PROPERTIES II:  c/o Bronx Pro Real Estate Management, Inc. 1605 Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd. Bronx, NY 10453. En el reverso del sobre, escriba en inglés la palabra “SPANISH.” Las solicitudes se deben 
enviar en línea o con sello postal antes de 16 de septiembre 2016.

nyc.gov/housingconnect G&M PROPERTIES 
II:  c/o Bronx Pro Real Estate Management, Inc. 1605 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Bronx, NY 10453.

CHINESE

    ,   : nyc.gov/housingconnect.        
         G&M PROPERTIES II:  c/o Bronx Pro Real Estate Management, 

Inc. 1605 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Bronx, NY 10453.       “RUSSIAN”  
 .          (     )  16

 2016.

nyc.gov/housingconnect G&M 
PROPERTIES II:  c/o Bronx Pro Real Estate Management, Inc. 1605 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Bronx, NY 
10453.

Kreyòl 
Ayisyien

Aplike sou entènèt sou sitwèb nyc.gov/housingconnect. Pou resevwa yon tradiksyon anons sa a nan lang Kreyòl Ayisyen ak aplikasyon an 
sou papye, voye anvlòp ki gen adrès pou retounen li nan: G&M PROPERTIES II:  c/o Bronx Pro Real Estate Management, Inc. 
1605 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Bronx, NY 10453. Nan dèyè anvlòp la, ekri mo “HATIAN CREOLE” an Anglè. Ou dwe 
remèt aplikasyon yo sou entènèt oswa ou dwe tenbre yo anvan dat septanm16, 2016.

        housingconnectnyc.gov/             .
 :    G&M PROPERTIES II:

: c/o Bronx Pro Real Estate Management, Inc. 1605 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Bronx, NY 10453.    .
"     ARABIC."            16  2016.

Mayor Bill de Blasio • HPD Commissioner Vicki Been   
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I believe that no matter what race, 
religion or sexuality, we are all at 
the end of the day human. Racism 
has always been a big issue in 
this society. We shouldn’t harm 
or hate one another just because 
we are different from each other. 
I personally believe if we stopped 
this nonsense and just accept the 
fact that we’re all different, but at 
the same time we all still breathe, 
eat and feel the same things, then 
maybe we will reach the point when 
we learn to respect each other. 

Stephanie Rivera
Norwood

I think it actually comes down 
to a conspiracy; This is the 
government’s agenda. Of course, 
nothing is going to be done and it’s 
going to continue. Unfortunately, I 
believe we have a long fi ght ahead 
of us. You don’t need a call to 
action, you just need to act. And 
sadly there’s not much being done; 
so worse times are coming and I’m 
just praying.

Ana Rosa Peguero-Miles
Washington Heights

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

I don’t think there is a solution right 
now because of what went on, 
because the police showed their 
brutality. So everybody is fi ghting 
back and it’s going to be real hard 
to contain that now because of the 
deaths of the innocent bystanders 
and all the other occasions when 
people got hurt. It’s kind of different 
now. I don’t know when there can 
be peace, it’s getting worse and 
worse. I don’t see a solution, too 
many people want to retaliate. 
They’re going to have to make 
peace with us.

Kashidy Little
Norwood

This week we asked readers their thoughts on the recent shootings of 
police offi cers and black men across the country.

Editor’s Note: Have an idea for an Inquiring Photographer 
question? Send suggestions to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

Ultimately, the issue is lack of 
education on all sides. The truth 
is it’s a multifaceted issue. It has 
so many causes and the problem 
is everyone is playing the blame 
game. Not enough people are 
aware of what’s going on in the 
black communities and why the 
numbers, statistics and trends 
show the things that they do. So 
they have this opinion that black 
people commit more crimes or 
dangerous and deadly attacks. 
Acknowledging a problem is the 
fi rst step to solving it and people 
are doing a lot of ranting on social 
media that isn’t accomplishing 
anything.

Darin May
Bronxwood

I think the solution is for people to 
come together, but people can’t 
come together until they realize 
that all lives do matter. Most of the 
lives being taken are black lives 
and black lives are in jeopardy right 
now. [T]he more people that realize 
that, then we can fi nally come 
together and change can be done.

Reggie Nunnally
Fordham

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
 E-Prescribing
 Unit Dose Packaging
 Immunizations
 Refi ll Reminders
 HIV /AIDS Diseases
 Specialty Drugs

 Hepatitis

 Diabetes

 Asthma

 WIC Checks

 Nutritionals

 Ostomy supplies

 Medication Therapy

   Management

 Fax / Copy / Metro Card

   / FSA Card

 Incontinence Supplies

 FREE BP CHECK UP

   ON SITE

 DMV Vision Test

 Delivery Service

$6 GENERICS = 30 DAY SUPPLY

OVAL PHARMACY
Oval Pharmacy is a community pharmacy located in the Bronx. Our objective is to serve our community with unique 
pharmaceutical care by offering Unit Dose Packaging, Immunizations, Medication Therapy Management and more.

UNIT
DOSE

PACKAGING

ZOSTAVAX (SHINGLES)

Visit our website Oval Pharmacy
@255 GUN HILL ROAD

Community Specialty Pharmacy



By DAVID CRUZ 
The Mosholu Montefiore Commu-

nity Center (MMCC) embodies an en-
ergy that courses throughout its three-
story building on DeKalb Avenue and 
East Gun Hill Road in Norwood. Kids in 
MMCC summer camp T-shirts walk sin-
gle file within the halls while a crowd of 
teenagers is ushered into a room to fill 
out forms for the city’s Summer Youth 
Employment Program. At the entrance 
to the center, senior citizens chitchat 
over what’s next on their agenda. For 
all intents and purposes, the building is 
constantly breathing, with the commu-
nity serving as its lifeblood. 

At its heart is Donald Bluestone, the 
executive director hired in 1989 deter-
mined to grow the center further. 

 “I came in like a bull in a China 
shop,” recalled Bluestone, 70, a bespec-
tacled pragmatist with an undeniable 
New York accent. He spoke to the Nor-
wood News from his office adorned with 
medals, quirky proverbs (“I said maybe, 
and that’s final”), and old photos of 
MMCC’s little league teams. 

The trinkets and milestones rep-
resent 27 years of leadership by Blue-
stone, who will serve one more year at 
the helm. On July 1, the organization’s 
Board of Directors received his retire-
ment notice. 

Bluestone’s certainly not coasting 
for the year, though there will be pe-
riods of reflections. Among them is a 
legacy built upon seeing more children 
walk into the center and exit as adults. 
Indeed, under Bluestone’s run, many 
MMCC alums have now enrolled their 
kids there. In some instances, some 
adults Bluestone knew as kids are now 
grandparents. 

Through sheer common sense, 
Bluestone expanded the membership 
numbers at the Norwood center and 
beyond, with some 35,000 participants 
registered at MMCC’s network of cen-
ters across the Bronx and Manhattan. 
It’s grown as a $26 million not-for-profit, 
from $1.5 million in 1989. 

MMCC functions as an education 
annex, offering arts and crafts, swim-
ming, sports, and Head Start classes at 
discounted prices. It’s also seen a new 
wave of elderly residents benefitting 
from MMCC’s daily lunches, exercise 
classes, holiday parties, trips, and a le-
gal clinic.  

“People used to accuse me of build-
ing an empire,” said Bluestone. “But I 
always saw it as expanding services all 

the way around.” 
These services were seldom at 

MMCC, established in 1942 by several 
neighborhood women and later ex-
panded with help from Montefiore Med-
ical Center. 

For Bluestone, who had sent his kids 
to MMCC, the question on expanding 
services was rooted on a personal level: 
“What do my kids want?” he asked. 

Among his primary changes was 
introducing a little league team spon-
sored by MMCC. With young ball play-
ers traveling to nearby Riverdale to 
play and practice, Bluestone began a 
program that brought some 200 young 
people to sign up. Demand certainly ex-
ceeded Bluestone’s expectations since 
he had guessed 60 would register. Long-
time staffers at MMCC were equally 
impressed “with the changes because 
there were no changes ever,” according 
to Bluestone, and became coaches. 

“He was a visionary in terms of the 
type of programming he offered to the 
community,” said Susan Memberg, a 
long-term board member. “He had his 
ear to the ground, meaning he would 
listen to what the community needed 
and would always attempt to provide 
programming for what the community 
needed.” 

Other changes would soon follow, 
including an expansion of programs 
offered on Sundays, usually a time 
reserved exclusively for social danc-
ing among its senior citizen popula-
tion back then. Bluestone, thinking 
the building was sorely underutilized 
over the weekend, began to open it for 
everyone. “We had art classes, dance 
classes, karate classes on Sunday,” said 
Bluestone, seeing its expansion benefit 
plenty of nearby residents. 

With new services in demand, Blue-
stone worked to clear out the clutter in 
some of MMCC’s rooms, where a third 
of the rooms were simply used for stor-
age at one point. 

Bluestone holds a master’s degree in 
human services, though he understood 
the power of outdoor recreation well be-
fore adulthood. Growing up in the Wash-
ington Heights section of Manhattan, 
Bluestone’s endless summers saw him 
whisked away from the urban milieu 
and to more scenic pastures in upstate 
New York while enrolled at the Wash-
ington Heights YWHA. In sixth grade, 
he attempted to skirt the summer camp 
experience, against his father’s wishes. 
But father knew best and forced him 

to go. Looking back, the younger Blue-
stone called it the “best summer of my 
life.”

Indeed, the bonds with fellow camp-
ers sealed his appreciation for camp, 
an experience that’s become a staple to 
MMCC, given its offering of a day camp 
where Bronx children trek to New 
York’s countryside for a daily getaway. 
“My goal is to get kids to the country,” 
said Bluestone, who notes camp can be 
the “best experience of your life or the 
worst.”

“When it connects with them, it’s 
forever. The friends they make are for-

ever; the counselor relationships are re-
ally forever,” said Bluestone.

Transitioning out will be easy, 
thanks to his second-in-command, Rita 
Santelia, MMCC’s associate executive 
director who will officially become 
the executive director next year. It also 
helps that Bluestone is drafting a kind 
of how-to manual on MMCC’s rules and 
procedures. 

When it’s all over, Bluestone will ex-
perience something that’s been rare in 
his life: summers off. 

“It will be my first summer off ever,” 
he said. 
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Call 212-867-6530  Kevin-ext 221,  Vivene ext 209

HHAs, PCAs

A Caring Opportunity...with a caring company
FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE

• Great Pay! •All shifts • Paid vacation after 1 year  
• Personal/Sick days • Life Insurance • 401K plan 

• Health insurance available • EOE

F/T, P/T & Weekends
Bronx/Manhattan Area 

Donald Bluestone, Executive Director of MMCC to Hang It Up in 2017
Bluestone leaving legacy 27 years in the making  

Photo by David Cruz

DONALD BLUESTONE POSES in front of MMCC’s main office in Norwood. Bluestone 
plans to retire as executive director of the center next year. 



By DaviD Cruz
Fifty soccer fields 

are expected to be built 
over the next five years 
in the Bronx and across 
the city, as part of a pub-
lic-private partnership 
to “leveling the playing 
field” and increase men-
torship opportunities, 
city officials announced. 

Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio visited Millbrook 
Houses in Mott Haven 
to announce NYC Soccer 
Initiative, a $3 million 
venture among the May-
or’s Fund to Advance 
New York City, sports 
apparel Adidas, U.S. 
Soccer Foundation, and 
the New York City Foot-
ball Club (NYCFC). The 
club’s base of operations 
is at Yankee Stadium. 

Millbrook Houses, 
falling under the city 
Housing Authority, is 
one of eight locations to 
see an upgraded soccer 
field by the summer of 
2017. Mentorship pro-

grams and soccer clinics 
also come with the up-
grades. 

“What we’re doing 
here today is not just 
about soccer, it’s about 
developing these young 
people and letting them 
reach their potential,” 
said de Blasio, flanked 

by officials involved in 
the initiative. 

Locations will be 
solely based on how un-
derserved they are and 
whether there is space to 
fill the need for soccer. 
Officials have already 
pinpointed possible lo-
cations, thanks to the 

Building Healthy Com-
munities Initiative and 
Youth Mentorship Initia-
tives, city-backed men-
toring programs target-
ing underage youth in 
low-income neighbor-
hoods. City officials 
also plan to stop by local 
community boards to de-
termine how much of a 
need there is for such a 
program in their neigh-
borhoods. 

Norwood’s key park, 
the Williamsbridge Oval 
Park, is rife with near 
year-round soccer ac-
tivity. Soccer is popular 
among Norwood resi-
dents hailing from Mex-
ico and Central Amer-
ica. 

Once fields are iden-
tified for the initiative, 
the US Soccer Founda-
tion will take the lead in 
instituting a mentorship 
program. 

The project is ex-
pected to be completed 
by 2021. 
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By aDriaNNa LOMBarDO
 Christopher Ahern, a Bronx 

tax preparer, admitted to a federal 
court he prepared and filed falsi-
fied income tax returns for his cli-
ents from his Bronx office. Ahern, 
who owned Get My Refund Fast 
with two listed Bronx addresses-
-394 Bedford Pk. Blvd. and 2303 
White Plains Rd.--cheated the gov-
ernment of roughly $4.7 million in 
a scheme between 2012 and 2013. 

Ahern, who lives on Long Is-
land, obtained the $4.7 million for 
his clients by falsifying tax re-
turns and that included tax cred-
its his clients were not entitled to, 
such as the American Opportunity 
Credit, an education credit that is 
awarded to taxpayers or children 
of taxpayers currently going to col-
lege. It’s unclear which of Ahern’s 
businesses took part in the graft. 

“We remain committed to charg-
ing and convicting those who com-
mit and facilitate tax fraud,” said 
Manhattan U.S. Attorney Preet 
Bharara, whose office prosecuted 
the case. 

After submitting nearly 5,000 
tax returns, Ahern was paid more 
than $1.5 million in fees from his 
clients. The rest of the funds were 
doled out to taxpayers. 

The maximum sentence Ahern 
could receive is 65 years in prison 
since each count of fraudulently 
filed tax return has a maximum 
sentence of 5 years in prison. But 
under the terms of the guilty plea, 
Ahern can receive the max 71 
months in prison. 

Ahern will be sentenced on Nov. 1.

Bedford Pk. Tax 
Preparer Admits 
To Tax Scheme

Got a News Tip? 
Send it to
dcruz@

norwoodnews.org

By aDriaNNa LOMBarDO 
A quintet of musicians forming 

the Bardekova Ensemble put on a free 
performance at the Poe Park Visitors 
Center in Fordham on July 10.

The music troupe is a non-profit or-
ganization funded through the Bronx 
Council of the Arts. They bring free 
or low priced concerts to the Bronx 
community, an area lacking in music 
performances when compared to the 
rest of the city. These free concerts 
are open to the public.

Members from the Bardekova En-
semble have performed with mem-
bers of the New York Philharmonic 
and the Metropolitan Opera.  Mem-
bers of the Bardekova Ensemble in-
clude Richard Parately (flute), Akari 
Yamamoto (clarinet), Shotaro Mori 
(bassoon), and Nancy Vizza (French 
horn).  

Ellen Bardekoff, the director and 

founder of the ensemble, sums up her 
passions with a simple phrase: “Mu-
sic is who I am.”  Her early introduc-

tion to the musical world set the stage 
for the rest of her life.

Although she was told at the age 
of six that she was too stupid to play, 
she continued to follow her dream 
and went for an audition at the Juil-
liard School, the premiere music 
school at Lincoln Center in Man-
hattan, at age 8. A month later she 
received an acceptance to Juilliard. 
Her acceptance was followed by pri-
vate lessons, furthering her educa-
tion in the arts. 

“Music is so important to the com-
munity. It expands everyone’s aware-
ness and it’s great for the kids and for 
adults. It’s healing,” said Bardekoff, 
adding, “Children who start early 
with music lessons tend to do great 
with the maths and the sciences.” 

There’s arguably a greater com-
parison Bardekoff links to music. 
“Music is love,” she said. 

Classics at Poe Park, Courtesy of 
Bardekova Ensemble

Photo by Adrianna Lombardo

THE BARDEKOVA ENSEMBLE performs 
several musical numbers from Beethoven 
and other classical composers. 

City Kicks Off Soccer Initiative in the South Bronx

Photo by David Cruz

MAYOR BILL DE BLASIO (at podium) speaks at an an-
nouncement that would see the creation of 50 soccer 
fields in the next five years. 



By DAVID CRUZ 
The fate of a well-respected man-

agement firm that’s provided services 
to a Mitchell-Lama complex in Kings-
bridge was put on hold by the build-
ing’s board of directors who seek to 
replace it.

For some 60 years, Amalgamated 
Houses has been tethered to Park Res-
ervoir, the first Mitchell-Lama com-
plex in the Bronx. It offers amenities 
for the three-building complex, which 
rise upwards of 14 stories, that include 
community get-togethers, and custo-
dial services such as pre-dawn snow 
shoveling during the winter season. 
Tenants fear those services will be di-
minished should a new management 
firm be hired.

“The board felt there was a lot of 
confusion and anger at them so they 
smartly decided to postpone the vote 
and have an informational meeting 
where all sides can be heard,” said 
Andy Kimerling, board president.

The decision by Park Reservoir’s 
12-member board of directors came 
on July 12, a day after a cantankerous 
meeting attended by nearly 100 cooper-
ators criticizing the board’s premature 
process. Following pressure, the board 
tabled its vote until after a Sept. 11 in-
formational meeting. The emergency 
meeting, acrimonious and at times 
hostile, further crystalized divisive 
infighting by the board that’s likely to 
have caused several procedural mis-
steps.

Kimerling has been at odds with 
his vice president, Steven Zitrin, who 
sounded the alarm on changing man-
agement companies to one he and 
other board members found with little 
consultation from blindsided coopera-
tors. Kimerling told tenants he was 
against the decision of moving for-
ward with approving a management 
company without input from tenants. 
He later apologized to cooperators for 
adhering to the board’s decision in not 
sending a notice two months ago about 
the impending decision.

For his part, Zitrin declined to com-
ment to the Norwood News on the de-
cision to vet management companies. 
He did explain to tenants that finan-
cial decisions Amalgamated’s Board 
of Directors makes have an impact on 
Park Reservoir, which he says has no 
control over what’s spent.

“Raises have been given against our 
vote even when there were times that 
we didn’t have the money,” claimed 
Zitrin. “We’re supposed to have input 

on approval or disapproval.”
Among the cooperators living in the 

apartment building is Gary Axelbank, 
a longtime cooperator at Park Reser-
voir, who  suggested the board air out 
its grievances with Almalgamated be-
fore cutting them off completely.

Mitchell-Lama housing was cre-
ated in the 1950s for middle-class fami-
lies unable to afford a private home. 
It falls under the purview of the state 
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Renewal (DHCR), which institutes 
rules and regulations every Mitchell- 
Lama needs to adhere to. The board’s 
unilateral decision to seek a new man-
agement firm appears to violate those 
state rules, which call on boards to 
submit a Request for Proposal that 
must be approved by DHCR. The board 
did not do so, but instead called four 
companies before settling with Midas 
Management.

The agency does stipulate a board 
doesn’t have to solicit bids if it estab-
lishes to DHCR “unique circumstances 
or emergency conditions [that] render 
the use of a bidding procedure imprac-
ticable or inappropriate.”

Notwithstanding its process, the 
looks replace Amalgamated with Mi-
das Management, a family-owned re-
alty management based in the Bronx. 
In its proposal, Midas Management of-
fered two to three live-in supers, five 
porters/utility workers, and one man-
ager. The bulk of the members deter-
mined that Midas Management would 
save cooperators several hundred 
thousand dollars in the long run.

The firm shares family ties to Dan-
iel Padernacht, a practicing attorney 
and chair of Community Board 8. The 
board covers the Bronx neighborhoods 
of Kingsbridge, Riverdale, Fieldston 
and Spuyten Duyvil. With Park Reser-
voir falling within CB8, it could pres-
ent conflicts of interest should Park 
Reservoir’s board hire Midas Manage-
ment.

“I do not have an interest in Midas 
Management,” said Padernacht, in a 

statement. “In general, community 
boards do not get involved in the in-
ternal affairs of a cooperative build-
ing. As such, I don’t see any issues that 
could arise in a cooperative’s decision 
to change its management company 
that a community board would be in-
volved. If seems to me that the indi-
vidual suggesting the issue either has 
no knowledge of the way community 
boards function or is seeking to create 
an issue to suit his own purposes.”
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Photo courtesy Councilman Andrew Cohen’s Office

ANDREW COHEN ALLOCATES $49,000 of capital funds for this so-called 
Gator vehicle to be used by the 50th Precinct to increase patrols at Van Cort-
landt Park following a recent uptick in crime in the park’s area. 

Gator Mobile Lurks at VC Park

Mitchell Lama’s Long Relationship With Management Firm Jeopardized

Photo by David Cruz

ANDY KIMERLING (bACKGROuND, with hands clasped) apologizes to cooperators of Park Reservoir who felt they were left in 
the dark over a proposal to replace Amalgamated Management. To his right is Steven Zitrin.
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314 E. 204th Street ♦ Phone: (718) 882-5614 ♦ Fax: (718) 882-6365 

Medicaid, Medicare, Medicare Part D, CVS Caremark 
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NOTARY PUBLIC 

 EBT  
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metics, MetroCards, Housewares, House-
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Jim Watts
President & CEO, 

Wats International, Inc.
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totaling $700,000

This is what 
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contracts 
looks like.

If you’re a minority or woman business owner, find out how the Department 
of Small Business Services can help you make NYC your next customer.  
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Photo courtesy Siddiq Mohammed

THE NORTH BRONX Islamic Center draws a crowd of some 200 Muslims 
to Williamsbridge Oval Park on July 6 for Eid ul-Fitr, a celebration marking 
the start of a feast after the month-long fast of Ramadan.

Celebrating Eid Ul-Fitr
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Save Park Reservoir
Thank you for your article [which 

appeared online prior to this issue’s 
print version] about the proposal 
for Park Reservoir to change manage-
ment companies. Your revelation that 
not even the RFP process has been 
done properly was quite revealing.

We are against leaving the Amal-
gamated management team to work 
with a new company and it is unac-
ceptable for the Park Reservoir Board 
to make this decision secretly without 
input from the cooperators as a whole.  
This is far too great a decision with too 
many consequences to ban the voices 
of the people who will be most affected 
by this unwanted change.  The conten-
tiousness and blatant incivility that 
was rampant at the two meetings in 
our buildings’ lobbies make it obvious 
that this discussion needs to be fully 
open to our cooperators to create inclu-
sion and to regain trust in our Board 
of Directors.   

Maybe there are some issues/prob-
lems with being part of Amalgamated, 
but the benefits of staying with the 
company that essentially “birthed” 
our historic coop far outweigh the 
“perceived” benefits of leaving our 
long established relationship.  Appar-
ently, this new management company 
has no experience with the Mitchell-
Lama program and all its regulatory 
requirements and demands.  Rather 
than reinventing the wheel, and it is a 
complicated wheel, we should be focus-
ing on improving our relationship and 
services with Amalgamated, which is 
likely even more strained now because 
of the Board’s covert actions of seces-
sion.

The maintenance department 
knows these 60-year-old buildings in-
side and out, where the problems and 
weaknesses are, and how to address 
them.  For example, management has 
been doing an excellent job overseeing 
the massive renovations of balconies 
and facades with more work due soon. 
To change management in the middle 
of such large projects is foolish. 

Our porters and service staff do an 

excellent job keeping our buildings 
clean and managing the vast amounts 
of recyclables and garbage, as well as 
maintaining our grounds in conjunc-
tion with the gardening department.  
They are also an additional form of se-
curity, in that they know the families 
and keep an eye out for us.

Also, in a new alignment, secu-
rity and emergency services would be 
far less efficient, whether concerning 
snow and ice removal, 24/7 immediate 
help, transportation for cooperators 
when forced to park far away, help for 
seniors, and unforeseen problems like 
power outages requiring stairwell es-
corts and emergency lighting.  For ex-
ample, we take comfort in knowing we 
can call security any time of day if we 
see potentially unsafe situations.

The nature of our community will 
be changed dramatically without our 
Amalgamated affiliation.  From all 
the resources of the Education De-
partment such as classes for every age 
group, trips and events for seniors, 
family events, our weekly newsletter 
and Community News publication — 
all these services and activities make 
our community what it is — a quilt of 
diverse cultures and peoples coming 
together to have a safe and comfort-
able quality of life, sharing our inter-
ests, looking out for our neighbors and 
living cooperatively.

Our wonderful Amalgamated 
Nursery School would no longer treat 
our cooperators as priority members 
during registration periods.  Our 
families would have to wait until 
open registration, competing for spots 
with families outside our community.  
Families would also lose their direct 
invitations to all the family events 
sponsored by the nursery.

This is a bad idea.

Committee to Save Park Reservoir:
Gary Axelbank, Suzanne Axel-

bank, Ariya Blitz, Eric Blitz, Mur-
ray Citron, Marjorie Copeland, Mary 
Copeland, Harriet Guttman, Robert 
Guttman, Rama Mastronardi, Rosa 
Perez

Photo courtesy 52nd Precinct

NEIGHBORHOOD COORDINATION OFFICER (NCO) for the 52nd Precinct 
Paul White paints over this illegible graffi ti tag as part of a graffi ti initiative on 
Webster Avenue. White is part of the NCO program that assigns offi cers exclu-
sively to one area of a precinct to improve community relations. 

Rolling Over Graffi ti

Fire at Jerome Avenue 
Furniture Store

Photo by Miriam Quinones

THIS COUCH WAS a victim of a small blaze at the R.B.S. Furniture Warehouse 
Store on Jerome Avenue near 190th Street. The abutting post offi ce needed 
to evacuate following the daytime blaze on July 18. Initial reports indicated the 
blaze was electrical. There were no other reported injuries. 
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BUSINESS MATTERS
By DAVID CRUZ

Jose Cotto, living a seemingly soli-
tary life on Decatur Avenue for the 
last several years, replays the circum-
stances leading to his mother’s death, 
Santa Torres, at a hospital in the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico.  

She died June 6, 2014, a day after un-
dergoing simple surgery on a fractured 
hip from a fall while seeing her daughter 
in Puerto Rico. But after receiving sev-
eral multiple doses of morphine Torres, 
89, passed away from a heart attack.

Torres’ main residence was in the 
Bronx. Living with her son for several 
years, the two were inseparable. These 
days, the apartment she lived in that 
Cotto occupies is quieter. Cotto, who 
lives alone, can’t stop thinking about 
his mother, a symptom of nagging sur-
vivor’s guilt. 

“I left you alone, I’m sorry,” Cotto re-
called saying to his mother the day she 
died. 

Burying his mother would not be 
Cotto’s only step to remember her. He’s 
now launched a malpractice lawsuit 
against the hospital, citing contradic-
tory statements the hospital made about 
Torres’ death as evidence. His goal has 
been singular, if not obsessive—his 
mother died and he wants someone held 
responsible. 

Cotto, who is Puerto Rican, has spent 
the last two years taking on the Hospi-
tal Universitario del Centro Médico de 
Adultos (University Hospital Medical 
Center for Adults), the island’s large 
state-run hospital where his mother 
died. In the five trips he’s taken, Cotto 
has been met with closed doors, endless 
phone calls, a bureaucratic runaround, 
and a dwindling bank account. 

Seeking justice from 1600 miles away 
has also proven costly for Cotto, who re-
lies on disability payments to get by.

He’s since created a page on the 
crowd-funding website Go Fund Me, 
cobbling donations for his case against 
Puerto Rico’s health care sector. Cotto 
has already earmarked any future 
funds on an independent health care 
expert in Colorado state to offer expert 
testimony on why the hospital should be 
held responsible for his mother’s death.

“Any donation is accepted; the im-
portant thing is to help me fight,” wrote 
Cotto on the Go Fund Me Page. “I’m 
tired of asking, but believe me I am not 
tired of fighting.”  

Driven to seek justice for his mother, 
Cotto’s desire to sue isn’t monetary 

(he’s not seeking compensatory dam-
ages), but merely punitive, hoping medi-
cal staffers that worked on his mother 
never treat anyone again.

He’s outlined his dilemma via pho-
tographs, notes of every contact made 
with hospital officials and government 
agencies in the hopes of proving negli-
gence. Cotto detailed his account to the 
Norwood News, finding the following:

• When Torres arrived to the ER on 
June 3, 2014, she was injected with a 
dose of morphine, a painkiller known 
to cause heart failure when taken in 
high doses, to numb the pain from her 
fractured hip. She was taken to surgery 
June 4, 2014.

• Following his mother’s success-
ful surgery on June 5, 2014, everything 
seemed normal. She was told she would 
leave the next day.

After leaving for the night, Cotto 
returned the next morning to find his 
mother in deep sleep, appearing pale 
and white.

• Medical personnel concluded his 
mother would be discharged that day, 
June 6, 2014. They gave him a prescrip-
tion. Cotto asked what was wrong with 
his mother, and explained it was anes-
thesia that put her to sleep.

• Cotto learned via hospital records 
that a nurse injected Torres with 4mg of 

morphine 7:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. on June 5, 
2014 separately.   

• On June 6, 2014, Torres received an-
other 4mg dose of morphine at 12 a.m. 
and 5 a.m. each time, prompting the doc-
tor to conclude Torres had overdosed on 
morphine, according to Cotto.

• The doctor administered to Torres 
a dose of naloxone, reversing the side ef-
fects of the opioid drug. She was imme-
diately revived.

• Known to nurses and doctors was 
a clogged catheter tube that did not 
discharge the naloxone and morphine 
fluids, remaining in Torres’ system, ac-
cording to Cotto.

• The revival was short-lived. An-
other doctor was brought in, who said 
another dose of naloxone would be used 
should she undergo deep sleep. The 
naloxone was only available at a nearby 
pharmacy.

• Because of a nurses’ strike that 
triggered a backup of prescription ser-
vices, the naloxone never came in time, 
according to Cotto.

• His mother later died at 8:15 p.m. 
from a heart attack. CPR attempts were 
unsuccessful.

Cotto admits his next steps were a 
miscalculation. An autopsy performed 
by the hospital, not an independent 
body, concluded Torres’ official cause of 

death to be an underlying head fracture, 
which Cotto says conflicts with original 
statements made by the hospital.

“I have proof that when my mother 
was in a hospital, they did a CT scan,” 
recalled Cotto. “If she had a fracture on 
her head it would show on the CT scan. 
And I have proof it was negative.”

Cotto took his complaints to patient 
relations in San Juan, which denied to 
hear his case since he and his mother 
were not residents of Puerto Rico. He 
then took it to Puerto Rico’s federal and 
state courts, which bounced the case 
around because of his and his moth-
er’s status as New York residents. 

“I feel that there’s discrimination 
for people who live here in New York,” 
said Cotto. “They closed all the doors 
because I’m not a citizen of Puerto 
Rico, even though I’m Puerto Rican 
and my mother is Puerto Rican.”  

Lawyers on the island haven’t been 
helpful. Having sifted through several 
attorneys, Cotto managed to find one 
he could trust. The lawyer, though not 
officially hired, found the Colorado 
doctor to offer expert testimony on 
where the hospital deviated from its 
standard of care. 

Cotto has been working on this case 
for two years and although it was dis-
continued, he was given a year to find 

Fighting a Hospital in Puerto Rico…From 1600 Miles Away

Photo by David Cruz

JOSE COTTO HOLDS a photo of himself with his mother, Santa Torres, who died at a hospital in Puerto Rico in June 2014. 
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SPARX Program Ignites Interest of Coding to Young Girls
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By DAVID CRUZ In a proposal that’s likely several years away from con-struction, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. unveiled his vi-sion for more development by plating over existing open air rail yards peppered around the borough. 
The prospect of plating the yards served as the crux to his 10-page report on the prom-ise three rail yards hold for mixed-use development. And 

while two yards in the Con-course and Riverdale sections of the Bronx would work as pragmatic sites, Diaz zeroed in on the Concourse Yard, a breathtaking industrial span in Bedford Park, as having “tremendous potential” for development built above the tracks. The yard, found at 205th Street and Bedford Park Boulevard, houses the B, D and 4 subway lines, taking up 19 acres, though 13 acres of it 

would be plated for roughly 2 million square feet of “new real estate.”  
The Concourse Yard’s po-tential for re-configuration is derived mostly from its surrounding amenities. It’s not only home to these sub-way lines, but also to schools and nearby hospitals. It’s also closest to the Kingsbridge Ar-mory, set to be converted into the Kingsbridge National Ice Center. 

“New real estate where we won’t be displacing folks; new real estate where we could have commercial, residential, retail and the potential for ex-pansion of Lehman College,” said Diaz, delivering remarks on Feb. 3 at Lehman College on Bedford Park Boulevard, which abuts the yards. Diaz made his intentions for platform development known during his State of 
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THE SPRAWLING CONCOURSE Yards in Bedford Park could one day see plenty of redevelopment following a proposal by Borough 

President Ruben Diaz Jr. 

Fighting a Hospital in Puerto Rico…From 1600 Miles Away
the doctor and refile his case.

 “In Puerto Rico, it’s hard to find 
one to testify against the hospital be-
cause the [Hospital Universitario del 
Centro Médico] belongs to the state,” 
said Cotto, referring specifically to 
Puerto Rico’s Department of Health, 
adding that his lawyer cautioned his 
malpractice case is “infected.” 

The agency also oversees Hospital 
Universitario Dr. Ramon Ruiz Ar-
nau. Through its Board of Medical Li-
censure and Discipline and Medical 
Services Administration of Puerto 
Rico, the state effectively controls the 
careers of doctors, making Cotto’s 
search for an independent doctor im-
possible. And with these entities part 
of Puerto Rico’s government, it en-
joys an Eleventh Amendment protec-
tion that bars individuals from suing 
the government without permission, 
forcing Cotto to go through the Tri-
bunal Supremo de Puerto Rico.

For Cotto to prevail in his case, 
he must establish that the hospital’s 
standard of medical care fell below 
expectations. He intends to have the 

world know, for the sake of his mom.
“I want them to know that I’m 

not going to stop doing justice for 
my mother,” said Cotto. “It’s not go-
ing to end like this.”

Representatives from Puerto 
Rico’s Department of Health did 
not return calls or emails to the 
Norwood News. A spokesperson for 
Puerto Rico Governor Alejandro 

Garciá Padilla also declined to 
comment over questions on what 
would happen to medical personnel 
involved in the case should negli-
gence be proven. 

Photo courtesy Jose Cotto

SANTA TORRES LAYS on her bed at Puerto Rico’s Hospital Universitario del Centro Médico de Adultos.
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By DAVID CRUZ
  An enormous but barren parcel of land at the 

southwestern tip of the Bronx is one step closer to-
wards large-scale development by the city, testing 
further interest in revitalizing the waterfront while 
advancing Mayor Bill de Blasio’s overall vision for 
the South Bronx.

The 158,000-square-foot property, settled in the 
shadow of the Major Deegan Expressway and Bronx 
Terminal Market near 149th Street, represents one 
of the city’s larger available spaces in the Mott Ha-
ven section of the Bronx. The city, through a Request 
for Expressions of Interest (RFEI), is envisioning a 
whopping 40-story, mixed-used affordable housing 
complex overlooking the Harlem River. RFEI’s are a 
precursor to a Request for Proposal, aiming to pick 
the brains of potential vendors to demonstrate how 
to best move forward with a specific development 

project. 
In a statement, Maria Torres-Springer, president 

of the New York City Economic Development Corpo-
ration (NYCEDC), which owns the property, said one 
goal is to offer “residents of the South Bronx much-
needed access to their waterfront.” At the moment, 
virtually all access to the waterfront is inaccessible 
or private property. 

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr., a proponent of 
waterfront development in the South Bronx, said the 
space “has tremendous potential” to spur more de-
velopment in the Bronx.  “[C]onsidering the location 
of the proposed site, it would be an invaluable asset 
to convert that vacant lot into a mixed-income af-
fordable housing project that will enhance the area, 
add commercial and community facilities as well as 
new open space,” said Diaz. 

Diaz would have a say in reviewing projects, tell-

ing the Norwood News he looks forward to “working 
with the city on the appropriate development of this 
location.” 

In its RFEI, the city stated it would rezone the 
lot, currently designated an R7-2 zone, to allow for 
40 stories following a lengthy public review process 
that involves the recommendation of local Commu-
nity Board 4 and Diaz. As it stands, the site does not 
fall under a so-called “Transit Zone,” which would 
relieve developers from having to build parking 
given the proximity of public transportation.

Should zoning changes be implemented, it would 
take into account the increase in traffic. As it stands, 
the area is a nexus of travel for drivers coming in 
and out of the Bronx, creating backups on both sides 
of 149th Street during regular rush hour or when 
drivers head to Yankee Stadium. 

The affordable housing model aligns with Mayor 
de Blasio’s Housing New York initiative, which 
seeks to build or preserve 200,000 units of housing 
over the next decade. In March, zoning changes ap-
proved by the New York City Council made it easier 
for development in the five boroughs by eliminating 
certain stipulations.

Mayor de Blasio had already eyed redeveloping 
the South Bronx, thanks to a $200 million commit-
ment he announced during his 2015 State of the City 
address. The funds would see the creation of 4,000 
new units of mostly affordable housing and offer 
“parks, schools, and commercial development,” 
according to remarks he made during his annual 
speech.

This contributes to more than $1 billion in rein-
vestment for the South Bronx, an area once known 
as a national symbol of blight that’s now seeing 
pockets of gentrification. Last year, Somerset Part-
ners L.L.C.  and Chetrit Group announced a joint 
venture to build a $400 million residential and re-
tail complex in neighboring Port Morris. The plan 
was met with controversy after the developer held 
a chic party that appeared to commercialize the ar-
ea’s dark history while revving up efforts for major 
redevelopment against the wishes of residents.

The Port Morris waterfront is part of the Special 
Harlem River Waterfront District, an area focused 
in a 2014 report by the Borough President’s Office, 
which outlined the economic benefits to building in 
the largely industrial waterfront. 

“Over the next few years, my office will con-
tinue to aggressively push this development agenda, 
in partnership with our institutions, businesses, 
elected officials, non-profits and the 1.4 million citi-
zens who call the Bronx their home,” wrote Diaz Jr. 
in the report.

But Ed Garcia Conde, an activist and popular 
blogger of South Bronx matters, believes that space 
would be better suited for a park as he was told was 
initially intended. The park was to have extended 
upwards to Mill Pond Park, which offers views of 
the waterfront. Conde is weary of supporting hous-
ing that won’t necessarily be affordable to the exist-
ing demographic of nearby communities. “[W]e need 
more open spaces, not just buildings,” said Conde.

A spokeswoman for NYCEDC said there will be 
available green space that will connect with the ex-
isting park.

with the city on the appropriate development of this 
location.” 

In its RFEI, the city stated it would rezone the 
lot, currently designated an R7-2 zone, to allow for 
40 stories following a lengthy public review process 
that involves the recommendation of local Commu-
nity Board 4 and Diaz. As it stands, the site does not 
fall under a so-called “Transit Zone,” which would 
relieve developers from having to build parking 
given the proximity of public transportation.

Should zoning changes be implemented, it would 
take into account the increase in traffic. As it stands, 
the area is a nexus of travel for drivers coming in 
and out of the Bronx, creating backups on both sides 

TESTING THE WATERS
City Eyes South Bronx Land as Space 

For 40-Story Mixed-Use Housing 

Image courtesy New York City Economic Development Corporation

A BIRD’S EYE view with a red outline showing the property under consideration for major redevelopment. 
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2016 FORDHAM ROAD 
FILM FESTIVAL
@EAST FORDHAM & EAST KINGSBRIDGE ROAD  BRONX, NY

FRIDAY JULY 22
Showtime 8:30pm

FRIDAY AUG 19
Showtime 8pm

SATURDAY AUG 20
Showtime 8pm

FRIDAY SEPT 9
Showtime 7:30pm

BRYAN
PARK

FUN STARTS AT 5PM • MUSIC •GAMES •ACTIVITIES

St. Patrick’s Home  
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center 

“Where it all began” 

 Short-Term Rehabilitation  
 Physical, Occupational & Speech 

Therapy 
 Daily Mass in our Chapel  
 Restorative Nursing  
 Wound Care 
 Therapeutic Recreation 
 Memory Program  
 Palliative Care  
 Pastoral Care 
 Psychological Services  
 Gift Shop & Coffee Shop  
 And many other services... 

                 Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929  

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463 

Tel: 718-519-2800 
Fax: 718-304-1817 

www.stpatrickshome.org 
  

 FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME 
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
Gun Buyback

Anyone can turn in their 

handguns and assault rifles in 

exchange for a $200 pre-paid 

card. Gun holders can also 

hand in their operable rifles, 

shotguns, and airguns for a $25 

pre-paid card to the Fellowship 

Tabernacle Church of God in 

Christ, 1234B E. Gun Hill Rd. or 

Evangelical GarifuAna Church, 

344 Brook Ave., on Aug. 6 from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. No questions 

will be asked.

Back-to-School Event

North Central Bronx Hos-

pital hosts its annual Back-to-

School Healthfest on Aug. 10 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Kos-

suth Avenue between 208th and 

210th streets. Events include 

free health screenings, chil-

dren’s ID fingerprinting, and 

giveaways.

 Oval Events

The Williamsbridge Oval Recre-

ation Center, 3225 Reservoir Oval 

E., offers free zumba lessons on 

Sundays from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.; walk, 

jog, and run exercises with Road 

Runners, and free yoga lessons, 

both on Thursdays from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m.; and  self defense classes for 

women only on July 24 from noon 

to 2 p.m. For more information, 

call (718) 543-8672 or  email war-

riorsistersnyc@gmail.com.

 

Free Pet Events

The Animal Care Centers of 

NYC is hosting two domestic pet 

events and a clinic, all free, as fol-

lows: July 23 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 

- dog training sessions at Bronx-

Works, 1130 Grand Concourse; July 

24 from 1 to 2:30 p.m. - Family Paws 

Parent Education workshop that 

promotes safety between pets and 

babies at The Bronx Library Cen-

ter, 310 E. Kingsbridge Rd.; and July 

30 from 8 to 11 a.m. - vaccination 

clinic at Mullaly Park (corner of 

East 165th Street and River Avenue 

next to Yankee Stadium). For more 

information, call (646) 688-5208.

 

SNAP Benefits

Families of three earning a total 

$2,512 a month are now entitled to 

benefits from the Supplemental Nu-

trition Assistance Program (SNAP). 

For more information or to find the 

SNAP office nearest you, call the 

Bronx Human Resources Adminis-

tration office at (718) 722-8013.

 

Free Rain Barrels

Reserve a free rain barrel that 

will be available for pickup at the 

football field of Evander Childs 

High School Campus, 800 E. Gun 

Hill Rd., on Aug. 6 from 10 a.m. to 

5 p.m., by calling (718) 684-5511 or 

emailing scleaton@council.nyc.gov. 

Walk-ins are welcome, but will not 

guarantee a barrel.

 

Alternate Side Parking

Alternate side parking will be 

suspended on Aug. 15 in obser-

vance of the Feast of the Assump-

tion. Meters must be paid.

 

Free Summer Meals

Free summer meals for chil-

dren age 18 and under is avail-

able until Sept. 2 at public schools, 

community pool centers, New 

York City Housing Authority 

complexes, libraries and other lo-

cations around the city. No regis-

tration, documentation, or ID is 

required to receive breakfast or 

lunch. Nearest school location is 

PS 8, 3010 Briggs Ave. Breakfast 

is 8 to 9:15 a.m. and lunch from 11 

a.m. to 1:15 p.m. For additional lo-

cations and times, go tohttp://bit.

ly/UuevOA.
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Epiphany Lutheran Church
A place of grace in Norwood.  3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY Phone: 
(718) 652-6839   Website: www.epiphanybx.org WORSHIP Sundays 
at noon; BIBLE STUDY Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP 
Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

Professional Directory

COMPUTER SERVICES

RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Professional Directory
Classifi eds

Computer Repair
upgrade, troubleshooting, laptop overheats, cracked screen, 
broken power jack, virus removal,data recovery. Call James 
(646) 281-4475, (718) 324-4332.

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467. Ages 0 to 21 years. 
General Practice, Obesity, Asthma, ADHD Same-Day Appointment 
Every Day! (718) 881-8999

PEDIATRIC SERVICES

BEAUTY SERVICES

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.
The last old fashioned hairdresser in the Bronx! We specialize in 
haircutting, hair care, and provide consultations on how to care 
for your hair. Hair coloring, all relaxers, Wave Nouveau and care-
free curls. We also offer flat-ironing.  20% off for seniors. 10% off 
for college students with picture ID.  Natural haircuts and wigs 
cleaning. 617 E. Fordham Road (between Arthur and Hughes av-
enues, Fordham University section). Call today for your appoint-
ment: (347) 284-3834.

BIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!

COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND
Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to 

Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill

Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment

Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946

for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

/JGHBIZ

ROOM WANTED

HELP WANTED

The Norwood News seeks a qualified, freelance advertising 
sales rep to help grow the Bronx’s best community newspaper. 
Applicants must be self-starters with some sales experience. 
Email résumé to dcruz@norwoodnews.org. 

Retired Irish American seeks room for rent. Clean and sober.
Please call John at (347) 375-4923

WWW.NORWOODNEWS.ORG

TRIPS
To Lake Compounce Amusement Park and Water Rides in Con-
necticut on Saturday, Aug. 20.  Departing from East 163rd Street 
and Southern Boulevard at 8:30 a.m.  Special price $79.00 per per-
son. For more information, contact Eddie at (718) 757-5485.



July 21-August 17, 2016 • Norwood News • 17

By ADRIANNA LOMBARDO 
On Fordham University’s website, 

it states, the college’s “sense of com-
munity that shapes so much of your 
college experience starts from the 
moment you move in.” For some stu-
dents, an inconvenience could begin 
during the moving-in process, with 
some cases involving the denial of 
recommended housing requirements 
by medical personnel, according to 
interviews of some Fordham Univer-
sity Students.  

When asking students how their 
college living experiences are, many 
responded negatively. While it is 
impossible to please all students, a 
serious question arose: Is Fordham 
University fair when it comes to the 
medical housing process?

 A review by the Norwood News 
saw Fordham’s policy for accepting 
students based on medical needs is 
marred with inconsistencies due to 
an unclear set of criteria.

After submitting a three-question 
medical form, Fordham’s housing 
department determines a student’s 
accommodation. Sometimes denials 
happen despite an outside doctor’s 
recommendation. But by denying 
students who apply for housing spe-
cific to a doctor’s recommendation, 
Fordham University, an institution 
that receives federal funding, does 
not appear to abide by section 504 of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
which states those with disabilities 
should not “be excluded from the par-
ticipation in, be denied the benefits 
of, or be subjected to discrimination 
under any program or activity receiv-
ing Federal financial assistance.”

This murky process has left many 
students who face mental or physical 
ailments struggling to receive spe-
cific housing requirements. It’s also 
left students unsure of Fordham’s 
evaluation procedure and what the 
requirements are for acceptance of 
medical housing. 

Krystin Beltoff, a junior at Ford-
ham, said she is one of those worry-
ing students.

Beltoff is part of the 2018 graduat-
ing class, whose student population 
has increased by 15 percent com-
pared to the class of 2017, according 
to an article from the school’s news-
paper, The Ram. This has made the 
housing search problematic. In ad-
dition to this challenge Beltoff has 
to apply for special medical housing 
where approval is not guaranteed. 

She has been diagnosed with obses-
sive-compulsive disorder and depres-
sion, experienced constant anxiety 
attacks, has sleep issues, and fell be-
hind in schoolwork during her fresh-
man year. During that time she had a 
negative living experience and after 
appealing to Residential Life, which 
manages housing-related issues, she 
was denied a request to be moved 
into a single room. It took more than 
two months to change roommates.

The Bazelon Center for Mental 
Health Law, an organization that 
assists those with mental disabili-
ties fight housing discrimination, 
believes schools must provide “rea-
sonable accommodations” defined 
as modifications to normal housing 
rules that will enable students to con-
tinue to succeed in higher education. 
Academic accommodations vary ac-
cording to the individual’s particu-
lar needs, but include measures such 
as allowing students to change room-
mates or rooms. 

To get the medically required 
housing for her sophomore year, Belt-
off was given the ultimatum of join-
ing an integrated learning commu-
nity, a program requiring students to 
further their education and religious 
growth through community activi-
ties. She was not intending to join.

In addition to the issues with the 
undergraduate housing department, 
Federal Judge Jesse Furman re-
cently dismissed a civil rights law-
suit against Fordham University. 
Emily Pierce, the Fordham graduate 
student who filed the lawsuit, plans 
to appeal to the courts again. 

On Pierce’s website, she explains 
how after staying in the hospital for 
three weeks, she was called in to 
speak about re-entering Fordham. 
After talking to the dean of stu-
dents, Pierce said she would comply 
with the school policy and got an 
evaluation from her psychiatrist. 
The school then requested Pierce 
hand over her entire psychiatric re-
cord. Pierce responded by telling the 
school that they were violating her 
civil rights and ADA laws and hired 
an attorney. 

“We found out through Fordham 
University’s attorney that someone 
from the hospital released informa-
tion without my consent, and based 
upon that, they would not allow me 
to go back,” states Pierce on her web-
site. 

Legally, Fordham is barred from 
denying students medical requests, 
according to Pierce’s attorney An-
drea Risoli. But she counters that, 
“Fordham can arbitrarily make it 
difficult for the student and the term 
‘reasonable’ accommodation is left 
up to interpretation.”

Beltoff, the junior, feels that if a 
student has a note from a doctor de-
tailing that they need special hous-
ing, it should be taken seriously, re-
gardless if it’s a physical or mental 
disability. 

While some cases have risen to 
the point of a lawsuit, other special 
housing cases were smoother. Dur-
ing her sophomore year at Ford-
ham, Kristen Guzman, a 2016 Ford-
ham graduate found out she was 
pregnant. She was terrified after 

hearing rumors that the university 
kicks pregnant woman out of hous-
ing. However, Guzman’s story puts 
all of the myths to rest.

After clarification from her resi-
dential director, Guzman learned 
that pregnant women are allowed 
to dorm at Fordham as long as they 
are okay with their living arrange-
ments. Not only was residential life 
supportive of her pregnancy, but, 
they also offered to move her into a 
building with an elevator and switch 
dorms when the measles broke out 
in her building. She declined. 

“I don’t want you to think ev-
erything about my pregnancy on 
campus was smooth sailing - there 
were definitely things that were 
hard,” said Guzman, who faced dis-
approval from certain students and 
had to deal with glaring looks from 
professors. “Housing was just not 
one of them.”

Guzman and Beltoff’s treatment 
appeared to be drastically different 
when: “It seems like the only people 
who are able to receive accommoda-
tions are people who have a physical 
disability, and people with mental 
or emotional disabilities are just ig-
nored,” said Beltoff in an email.

Preferential accommodations 
were offered to Guzman in the mid-
dle of the year, but not to Beltoff. “I 
provided a doctor’s note,” said Belt-
off, “but Fordham still would not ac-
commodate my request.”

Beltoff understood the difficul-
ties the housing department would 
face trying to move her in the mid-
dle of the year, but was more both-
ered by the way they were reacting 
to her condition. “The [housing de-
partment] did not take my special 
mental health condition seriously, 
or even recognize that I had a dis-
ability that required special accom-
modations,” she explained.

Discrimination towards people 
with mental illnesses is not only 
apparent at Fordham but is a wide-
spread problem. According to Risoli, 
“There is societal stigma, fear, and 
discrimination against those per-
sons diagnosed with a mental ill-
ness, especially ones who have a his-
tory of psychiatric hospitalizations, 
which deter students from seeking 
treatment.” 

The Norwood News reached out 
to Fordham University numer-
ous times but did not receive a re-
sponse. 

Random Selection of Housing Pervades Fordham University

Photo by Daniela Beasley

AT FORDHAM UNIVERSITY, a blurry approach to mental health policies and proce-
dures relating to housing matters persist, say students. 



Onstage
The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents Strings n 
Keys - Three Centuries of Global Music, 
featuring piano and violin performing a 
variety of music, July 23; and Sonido 
Costeño Trio in Concert, Latin band, July 
30; both at 2:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit www.
nypl.org. 

Lehman Center for the Performing Arts, 
250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W., presents 
drummer Roberto Roena and his original 
singers, featuring Latin Fusion Apollo 
Sound, Aug. 6 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $50 to 
$65. For more information, call (718) 960-
8833.

City Parks Foundation presents 
Summerstage, a variety of free 
performances, all at 10:30 a.m., as follows: 
At Van Cortlandt Park’s Sachkerah Woods 
Playground, Jerome Avenue and Gun Hill 
Road - PuppetMobile’s Puss in Boots 
on July 21; and Marc Cary: The Harlem 
Sessions on July 28; and at Poe Park, next 
to the bandstand, Grand Concourse at East 
193rd Street - Janice Marie Robinson’s 
Melodic Magic on July 22; LaRocque 
Bey Dance & Drum on July 29; and 
PuppetMobile’s Puss in Boots on Aug. 5. 
Schedule is subject to change. For more 
information, visit www.cityparksfoundation.

org/arts/summerstage-kids/.

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz and 
Bronx Council on the Arts host free 
concerts at 7 p.m.: At the Amalgamated 
Train Park, Van Cortlandt Park at Orloff 
Avenue - John Benitez and his Latin 
Jazz Band on July 21 and Aug. 16; and 
Ginetta’s Vendetta on Aug. 4; at Henry 
Hudson Park, Independence Avenue and 
Kappock Street - The Just Nuts Party 
Dance Band on Aug. 1; and Mystery 
Tour Beatles Tribute Band on Aug. 9; 
and at Williamsbridge Oval - Orquesta 
SCC on Aug. 18. For more information, 
call (718) 796-5345.

Free Shakespeare in the Park presents 
“As You Like It,” July 31 at 5 p.m., at 
Van Cortlandt Park, Broadway and 245th 
Street, preceded by a free interactive 
children’s workshop, “Kids & the 
Classics.”

Events
Lehman College, 250 Bedford Pk. 
Blvd. W., offers summer camp with 
affordable tuition, flexible payment 
options for half or full-day, olympic-
size swimming pool, and breakfast and 
lunch included. Activities include sports, 
dance, computer technology, academic 
enrichment, and more. For more 
information, call (718) 960-8512.

A one-hour physician guided healthy walk 
outdoors, Montefiore Walk With a Doc, 
will take place at the Williamsbridge Oval 
July 21, Aug. 4, 11 and 25 at 5 p.m. In the 
event of rain, meet in the main lobby of 
Montefiore Medical Center, 111 E. 210th 
St. for an indoor walk.

The public is invited to International 
Family Day, Aug. 13 from noon to 5 p.m. 
at East 205th Street at the intersection 
of Bainbridge Avenue and 204th Street. 
Events include live performances, kids 
activities, hayrides, giveaways and more. 
Vendor and sponsorship opportunities 
are available. For more information, call 
(718) 409-0109.

Fordham Road BID presents Fordham 
Film Festival at two locations. Events 
begin at 5 p.m. and include music, 
games and activities. At Bryan Park, 
East Fordham and East Kingsbridge 
roads: July 22 at 8:30 p.m.: “Roger 
Rabbit;” Aug. 19 at 8 p.m.: “Batman;” 
Aug. 20 at 8 p.m.: “Superman;” and 
Sept. 9 at 7:30 p.m.: “E.T.” At Fordham 
Plaza, Third Avenue and 189th Street: 
Aug.  25 at 8 p.m.: “West Side Story.” 
For more information, visit fordhamroad.
nyc.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W. 
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family Art 
Projects: Handmade River Rafts, collage 
a mixture of materials to make into a 
handmade boat, July 23 and 24; Delicate 
Dragonfly Wings, to study them, then 
make your own, July 30 and 31; Sundials 
and Sunprints, to create a sundial, Aug. 
6 and 7; Fishy Fun, to turn paper bags 
into 3-D fish that swim through the air, 
Aug. 13 and 14; and Spray a Garden, to 
use watercolors to create blossoms, Aug. 
20 and 21; all in WH House from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Also scheduled are concerts 
on the Great Lawn from 7 to 8 p.m.: Duo 
Jalal, performing classical, klezmer and 
jazz, July 27; Libby Richman Quartet, 
performing contemporary jazz, Aug. 3; and 
Bronx Salsa Fest, featuring 11-member 
male salsa band, Aug. 10. Bring chair or 
blanket. Grounds admission is free until 
noon Saturdays and Tuesdays all year. For 
more information and a schedule of events 
including tours and walks, call (718) 549-
3200.

Exhibits
Poe Park Visitor Center, 2640 Grand 
Concourse, presents The Faces of Cuba, 
a photo exhibition by Walter Pofeldt, 
through July 31, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more 
information, call (718) 365-5516.

Library Events
The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents the following 
events for children: films at 2 p.m.: July 
26, Aug. 9 and 16; Hands-On Projects 
at 2 p.m.: (ages 7 to 12; pre-registration 
required), Game Door Hanger, July 21; 
Team Costume Making, July 28; T-Shirt 
Making (supplies provided, must be signed 
up for Summer Reading Program), Aug. 4; 
Jewelry Box Making, Aug. 11; and Sports 
Fan Making, Aug. 18. Teens/young adults 
can enjoy films: July 27 at 5 p.m. Adults 
can attend Chess at 3 p.m.: July 29 (chess 
set provided); and Microsoft Word 2010 
for Beginners: (online registration required), 
Aug. 16 at 10 a.m. For more information, 
call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or visit www.nypl.
org. 

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th St., 
offers for teens/young adults: You’ve 
Been Framed: (summer reading program; 
all materials provided), to decorate your 
own wooden picture frame, July 21 at 2 
p.m. Adults can attend: Free Computer 
Classes: to learn email and basic computer 
information, Wednesdays, 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. For more information, call (718) 882-
8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames Place 
(near Kingsbridge Road), offers for children: 
Kids Get Active Fridays at 2 p.m.: (ages 5 
to 12), dance and zumba, July 22, 29, Aug. 
5, 12 and 19; Kids’ Pajama Party: (ages 18 
months to 12 years; registration required), 
read-alouds and craft, July 25 at 6 p.m.; 
and Toddler Storytime and Craft at 11:15 
a.m.: (ages 3 to 5), stories, songs and craft, 
July 21, 28, Aug. 8, 11 and 18. Adults can 
attend: Computer Basics at noon: July 
21 and 28. For more information, call (718) 
549-5200. 

NOTE: See Editor’s Note at the and of 
editorial on page 2 concerning upcoming 
issues.
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EDITOR’S PICK

The public is invited to National Night Out held by the 52nd 
Precinct and Community Board 7 at Poe Park on Grand 
Concourse near Kingsbridge Road on Aug. 2 from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. For more information, call (718) 220-5807.

National Night Out

File Photo

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT Against Crime strengthens ties between communities 
and the NYPD. This year’s borough-wide events take place Aug. 2 (see Editor’s 
Pick for more information). 

File Photo

WALK WITH A Doc, sponsored by Montefiore Health System, will see medical 
personnel taking a few laps around Williamsbridge Oval Park. 
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Bring this in for a 

FREE 3-DAY PASS

$9.95/MONTH  •  AWESOME CLASSES  •  TONS OF WEIGHTS  •  PERSONAL TRAINING  •  NO JUDGMENTS

3170 Webster Ave (at 205th St)  •  Bronx, NY  •  CrunchNorwood.com
Guest pass must be used for consecutive days at the above location only. Must be 18 years or older and present valid photo ID. Some restrictions may apply. Available for a limited 
time only. Monthly pricing applicable to the Base membership and includes general gym access. $39 Annual fee applies. See club for details. ©2016 Crunch IP Holdings, LLC

Y O U ' R E  I N V I T E D !

Stop by or call 718.509.6361 for info.

Community and Clergy Coali-
tion, which formed the Parkash 
Coalition. Nearly half the ten-
ants waited impatiently, peering 
towards the front of the line to 
see how many other guests were 
left until they had a chance to 
describe their harsh realities.

Cathleen Clifford, a Ford-
ham Heights resident, had an 
issue with her stove and re-
quested a new one. Her long wait 
for the kitchen essential which 
is a dud, she described as some-
thing that came off the street. 
“When I turn my oven on to use 
it, there’s more roaches coming 
out of it than anything else,” 
said Clifford.

Concerns about a frequently 
absent super were raised by a 
tenant who has been living at 
a Parkash-owned apartment 
building on Valentine Avenue 
for 40 years. Her mother, who 
uses a wheelchair, relies on the 
super to unlock the old-fash-
ioned elevator which requires 
manual assistance, to get to and 
from her floor. Should the su-
per be unavailable, the tenant’s 

mother is confined to her apart-
ment. The tenant requested 
Parkash give her a key to the ele-
vator to make it easier to accom-
modate her mother and for other 
senior citizens in her building.

Complaints continued about 
supers in other buildings as 
two residents living in another 
building griped over surveil-
lance cameras not working and 
claiming to have found trespass-
ers smoking weed in the lobby.

When residents were fin-
ished with their minute on the 
microphone, Parkash simply 
responded by taking down their 
information with the promise to 
reach out to them the following 
day.

A few attendees said that the 
meeting would have been more 
of a success if Anurag Parkash, 
who is the son of the landlord 
and vice president of the com-
pany, had attended. Tenants say 
the younger Parkash handles 
the day-to-day business. Instead, 
the elder Parkash was joined by 
his wife and management em-
ployees who sat quietly through-
out the meeting.

Parkash’s  newfound atten-
tion to tenants is mainly rooted 
in the city’s recent reprimands 
against him.

The Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development 
(HPD) allows building owners 
to participate in rental subsidy 
programs by giving a lease to 
tenants who need financial as-
sistance. The tenant pays a 
portion of the rent while the 
subsidy takes care of the rest. 
Landlords who own these sub-
sidized apartments must sign 
a Housing Assistance Payment 
contract (HAP) which require 
responsibilities such as regular 
maintenance during the lease 
term and providing reasonable 
accommodations for people with 
disabilities. Once the landlord 
signs, the tenants are entitled 
to the guaranteed monthly rent 
subsidies.

City officials took action 
against Parkash and seven other 
corrupt landlords who are re-
sponsible for the “Dirty Dozen,” 
12 buildings in Queens, Man-
hattan and the Bronx that have 
been mismanaged. These build-

ing owners racked up a total of 
2,075 violations. Of that number, 
358 are considered Class C vio-
lations, deemed “most hazard-
ous” by HPD. On May 24, Public 
Advocate Letitia James and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio sent a let-
ter to these landlords threaten-
ing to stop offering subsidies to 
Parkash if repairs are not made 
in a short period of time.

On June 2, the Parkash Ten-
ant Coalition organized a pro-
test against their landlord in 
front of Bronx Housing Court 
to present a letter request-
ing repairs. The protest coin-
cided with a hearing against 
Parkash. Those demands were 
put on hold as Parkash did not 
appear. The letter was rejected 
by Parkash’s attorney, his son 
Anurag.

Parkash has taken mea-
sures by writing a letter to the 
Coalition where he agreed to 
meet with them and discuss is-
sues such as building repairs, 
security, and improving rela-
tionships with his employees.

“I apologize for any incon-
veniences that may have arose 

in the past due to my actions,” 
wrote Parkash. “I have heard 
your complaints and will work 
to the best of my ability to im-
prove the building conditions 
at the aforementioned ad-
dresses.”

 Cruz and her neighbor, 
Alisa White, claim that their 
building once had better days 
under a different management.  
The pair has seen three differ-
ent landlords in their time, sin-
gling out one of them who they 
only referred to as Mr. Levine.

“Mr. Levine made sure his 
supers were doing what they 
needed to do,” said Cruz. “He 
would knock on the door in 
the morning to check and see 
if the super is doing [what he] 
expected him to do.”

Parkash left the meeting 
before he could speak to all of 
his tenants, who followed him 
out the door. With questions 
still being asked through the 
hallway, the slumlord rushed 
into his car heading back to his 
home in Long Island leaving 
behind the pleas of his tenants 
muttering, “Answer them.”

Tenants Confront Worst Bx. Landlord
(continued from page 1)



“CARE WHEN YOU NEED IT” 

Services Include Treatment of:  
 Abscess & Boils  
 Allergic reactions 
 Asthma Attacks and Wheezing  
 Cough, Cold, Fever, and Flu 
 Dehydration  
 Ear irrigation, Foreign Body Removal  
 Ear Aches 
 Minor Burns, Nose Bleeds, open Wounds 
 Minor fractures & Sprains (splinting) 
 Pink Eye 
 Sore Throat, Strep Throat 
 Stomach Flu/Virus  
 Urinary Tract Infection  

No appointment necessary 
Walk-ins welcome  

Medical services are available for 
adult and pediatric patients.  

For More Information, 
visit us at 

www.metrourgicare.com 

Opening July 2016: 

Open At Three Locations:  
3200 Grand Concourse  

(718)  561 -3200  
1550 Univers ity  Ave.   

(646)  350 -1616  

1990 McGraw Ave.  

 
HABLAMOS 

ESPAÑOL 

 
OPEN SEVEN 

DAYS A WEEK 
 

 

HOURS: M-F  9AM - 9PM ♦ WKNDS 9AM - 5PM 
502 E .  Tremont  Ave.  

(718)  294 -2800  
HOURS:  M-F 9AM—5PM  

(extended and weekend hours coming soon) 

For More Information, 
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