
By DAVID CRUZ 
It’s a fight that’s been brew-

ing for more than six years, 
once arriving with a mountain 
of momentum only to be put on 
the back burner. Until now. 

This time, residents along 
several square blocks of Bed-
ford Park intend to harangue 
the city into changing zoning 
rules they say could stave off 
further development, reflect 
most of the zoning standards 

across Bedford Park, and save 
the handful of two- and three-
story private homes within the 
neighborhood. 

The request stood at the 
center of a pointed Commu-
nity Board 7 Land Use/Hous-
ing Committee meeting on 
May 18, where residents heard 
a presentation from Shawn 
Brede, deputy commissioner 
for the Bronx office for the New 
York City Department of City 
Planning (DCP). The agency is 

tasked to determine the con-
text and appearance of neigh-
borhoods through zoning. The 
result became a lesson on zon-
ing, an arcane process that had 
many questioning DCP’s meth-
ods. 

But the conclusion came: 
downzoning that portion of 
Bedford Park is unlikely. 
Therefore, further develop-
ment may occur in an already 
tight neighborhood. 

The neighborhood in ques-

tion, whose perimeter includes 
Grand Concourse, East 204th 
Street, East Mosholu Parkway, 
Briggs Avenue, and East 201st 
Street, comprises of narrow 
streets, a hodgepodge of three-
story homes and mostly six-
story residences. It’s classified 
as an R8 district, a 55-year des-
ignation that allows buildings 
up to 10 stories. While other 
areas of Bedford Park are con-
sidered an R5B District, a lower 
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Band of residents demand city reconsider zoning status in neighborhood

Photo by Adi Talwar

STAYING PUT. LONGTIME tenants of at 267 E. 202nd St., including (l-r) Marisol Jimenez, her parents Millie and Adali, Olga Ross, Carlos 
Ross and Nina Archeval are facing eviction by a developer who intends to erect a taller building as per current zoning rules. Bedford Park 
neighbors look to have those rules changed. 
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Public and Community Meetings

IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

COMMUNITY BOARD 7 committees are held on the following dates at the board office, 229A E. 204th St., at 6:30 
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THE 52ND PRECINCT COMMUNITY COUNCIL meets May 26 at Christ Disciple International Ministries, 3021 
Webster Ave., from 7 to 9 p.m. For more information, call the precinct’s Community Affairs Unit at (718) 220-5807. 

By DAVID CRUZ 
Attorneys in the Kingsbridge Na-

tional Ice Center (KNIC) lease case 
agreed with a judge’s order to have a 
letter sent to state agencies asking to 
demonstrate, in writing, that they’re 
fully committed to a loan needed to 
jumpstart the massive project.

KNIC’s strongest ally, meantime, 
may be found on the bench.

“You need to go to the source,” said 
Judge Ruben Franco, who heard the 
case involving KNIC developers and 
the New York City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (EDC) at the Bronx 
Supreme Court on May 16. A team of 
lawyers from the New York City Cor-
poration Counsel, still holding the 
99-year lease in escrow, represented 
EDC.

Judge Franco had ordered the let-
ter be sent to the Empire State Develop-
ment agency (ESD) and the Public Au-
thorities Control Board (PACB) by May 
23, with the city drafting the letter and 
KNIC approving it. Early this year, 
the state agencies approved a $130 mil-
lion loan to bankroll the project’s first 
phase–construction of four of the nine 
Olympic-size rinks. KNIC has only re-
ceived $15 million which city lawyers 
argued doesn’t come close to $138 mil-
lion. The total cost of the project is $350 
million.

Judge Franco ordered KNIC law-
yers to ask the ESD and PACB to pro-
vide a substantial response by June 1. 
The ESD and the PACB have publicly 
stated their financial commitment 
to the project, at one point calling it 
“transformative,” though no paper-
work supporting this claim has sur-
faced. The consensus was reached 
after an hour of open negotiations be-
tween both sides. 

The crux of the case lies in the in-
terpretation of the lease agreement. 
While KNIC argues it has the financ-
ing needed to proceed with the project 
thanks to the state’s commitment, the 

city says that a pledge of a loan cannot 
trigger the release of a lease. Mindy 
Koenig, senior counsel for commer-
cial and real estate litigation for the 
city, warned that handing over the 
keys without funding “doesn’t help the 
community if the project stops in the 
middle.”

KNIC lawyers have argued it can-
not receive the rest of the loan until 
the state gets confirmation the lease 
is out of escrow.

For months the two sides have 
been at loggerheads over whether the 
city should finally give KNIC the 99-
year lease that currently remains in 
escrow.

The suit is now one of four KNIC-
related lawsuits currently churning 
through the system. One suit alleges 
some EDC employees colluded with 
former KNIC collaborators to wrest 
control of the project from KNIC 
founder Kevin Parker.

Judge Franco, a Bronx resident, 

did not hold back his support for the 
project, a sentiment also felt by the 
Bronx political establishment. But 
he emphasized it would not cloud his 
judicial obligation to decide the case 
fairly. “I want this project moving for-
ward,” said Judge Franco, who said 
earlier in the proceeding that the 
“community is hungry for this proj-
ect.”

At the proceeding, representatives 
from the Northwest Bronx Commu-
nity and Clergy Coalition (NWBCCC), 
which helped draft a bulletproof Com-
munity Benefits Agreement (CBA) 
with KNIC, were pleased with Judge 
Franco’s remarks over reducing any 
bureaucratic backlog tied to the proj-
ect.

“We’re not saying that the city 
shouldn’t have a process, but the end 
result of that should not be that the 
project gets scrapped,” said Rev. Ray-
mond Rivera, with NWBCCC and a 
signatory of the CBA.

Bronx Judge: State Needs to Clarify Loan to Armory Ice Rink Developers

File Photo/David Cruz

BRONX SUPREME COURT Judge Ruben Franco made the ruling May 16. 
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By DAVID CRUZ
and TATYANA TURNER 

A Norwood man was arrested for 
allegedly aiding the ISIS terror net-
work from his home in Knox Place. 

The FBI swept into the sleepy 
Bronx neighborhood on May 24 to 
arrest Sajmir Alimehmeti, 22, for 
numerous terror-related charges. 
The authorities said Alimehmeti 
had a cache of weapons, including 
nunchucks inside his sixth floor 
apartment at 3464 Knox Pl.

The area bursts with patriotism. 
American flags hoisted promi-
nently along pre-war buildings 
surround the neighborhood. In 
the building in which Alimehmeti 
lived, pro U.S. military stickers can 
be found on the front doors of some 
units.

“Alimehmeti is charged today 
with actions that show a clear in-
tention to support a terrorist orga-
nization that is hell-bent on murder 
and mayhem, “said U.S Attorney 
Preet Bharara. 

Neighbors described Alimehmeti 
as a typical resident growing up in 
the neighborhood with his parents 

until a few years ago when he con-
verted to Islam, later wearing tra-
ditional Muslim garb. A regular at 
a local mosque on DeKalb Avenue, 
Alimehmeti eventually drifted to a 
quieter state, though he remained 
friendly with residents who knew 
him, according to neighbors. 

“I knew him since he was a little 
kid, since [his family] first moved 
here. It shocked me that he took a 
turn like that,” said Edward Ayala, 
a 20-year resident who lives directly 
below Alimehmeti. 

Luis Rodriguez, a resident living 
on the same floor as Alimehmeti, 
said his neighbor’s transition was 
dramatic. “I thought he became 
more religious because he wanted 
to stay out of trouble and be more 
to himself,” said Rodriguez. “The 
change was crazy.” 

Alimehmeti’s involvement with 
ISIS is suspected to have stretched 
back to 2014, when he tried to enter 
Syria. His plans were halted by the 
authorities in the United Kingdom 
twice in 2014 after finding suspi-

cious images of ISIS flags and bomb-
ing attacks on his cell phone. A fo-
rensic examination of the cellular 
images indicated a support for ISIS. 
These pictures include a gesture in 
support of ISIS and a number of au-
dio files relating to jihad and mar-
tyrdom, according to authorities. 

Ordered back to the U.S., Alime-
hmeti remained low-key, but in the 
crosshairs of undercover agents. 
At his Knox Place home, Alime-
hmeti had tried to get an under-
cover agent to go to Syria. A few 
weeks ago he had asked neighbors 
for their WiFi passwords for unex-
plained reasons. He also took up 
weightlifting, grunting and bench 
pressing at his home loud enough 
for Ayala to hear.

“He made a statement that he 
would exercise to stay in shape for 
the cause,” said Ayala. For Ayala, 
the thought of Alimehmeti creat-
ing a bomb inside his apartment 
crossed his mind. “Let’s say one 
day you screw up--my girlfriend 
is spending the night and we’re 
here--then boom, we’re gone,” said 
Ayala.

Knox Place Man Charged With Aiding ISIS Terror Network
Photo courtesy FBI  

SAJMIR AlIMehMetI IS seen 
posing in front of the official 
flag of the ISIS terror network. 
Authorities retrieved the image 
from his laptop computer.
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When a person is indicted for 
a crime, let’s say involuntary 
manslaughter, and he goes into 
the system, fi rst he’s arraigned 
and he sees the judge. Then 
they postpone it until he sees his 
lawyer. If the procedure is a, b 
and c, then it’s a good thing. But 
it depends on the individual. If he 
was born with a silver spoon [in his 
mouth], nine times out of 10 he will 
get probation, whereas the person 
born with a shovel [in his mouth] 
will get fi ve to 10 years.

O.J. Hicks
Fordham

The court system sucks. I was just 
in court for three years fi ghting 
a criminal case. I got picked up 
for a knife [possession]. I guess 
somebody ran and threw some 
drugs and they left it in a van and 
they couldn’t put it on anybody and 
when I got arrested with a knife, I 
got arraigned for the drug charge. 
So I fought it for three long years. 
They took $300 from me in cash 
and I beat the case in October, and 
I just got the money back. Why did 
they hold my money if I was found 
not guilty? 

Steven Gutierrez
Fordham Heights

INQUIRING PHOTOGRAPHER By DAVID GREENE

I don’t really know too much about 
the Bronx courts and I have no idea 
why they’re actually backed up on 
their cases. But it’s a real headache 
because you try and resolve a 
problem and it takes months and 
months and at the end of the day, 
they do nothing.  I don’t know 
how we can fi x that. A case may 
take weeks and if you work, the 
job’s not going to pay you for the 
time that you lose. So they should 
expedite the process of handling 
cases to make it a little faster.

Henry Hernandez
Mount Hope

This week we asked readers their thoughts on the cause of the nagging logjam 
in the New York State Court System and their suggestions for a solution.

Editor’s Note: Have an idea for an Inquiring Photographer 
question? Send suggestions to dcruz@norwoodnews.org.

Well, I don’t trust the court system, 
I don’t like the court system. 
The court system is just corrupt, 
period. The cops are corrupt. You 
go there and they keep you over 
24 hours, they don’t feed you, the 
walls are dirty, you catch diseases 
sitting in there, they beat you up. 
I mean what more do you want? I 
just fought a case over something 
I didn’t do, and it’s taken nine 
months and I still go back on July 
11.

Jaylen Stallworth
Fordham Heights

I know the system well and I know 
for a fact that there’s way too many 
unnecessary criminal cases that 
can be settled outside the court, 
like harassment. I’ve spoken to 
public defenders about this and 
they say (these crimes) fi ll up the 
courts in the criminal system. It’s a 
waste of our tax dollars and they 
should be after the big criminals, 
the ones that kill people and rob 
people and white collar crimes, 
but they rarely do. The cops have 
to go after the hardened criminals 
and prosecute them and lock them 
away for good. That should speed 
up the courts.

Keith Kassner
Van Cortlandt Park South



May 26-June 8, 2016 • Norwood News • 5

Shop Fordham Road
“THE OUTDOOR MALL EXPERIENCE”

F
FORDHAM ROAD
BUSINESS  IMPROVEMENT  DISTRICT

For more information contact (718) 562-2104

OVER 300
SPECIALTY SHOPS

AND CHAINS
Furniture • Home Improvement 

Clothing • Jewelery • Shoes 
Electronics • Discount Outlets

Cell Phones • Games,
Accessories • Offi ce Supplies

And Many Fast Food Restaurants

Acccessible By All
NYC Mass Transportation
Parking Facilities Available

LET’S MAKE BEAUTIFUL MUSCLES TOGETHER

Pricing is in reference to the Base membership at the Crunch Norwood location. Offer is valid in-club only and is not available on 

3170 Webster Ave  •  Bronx, NY  •  718.515.0110  •  Crunch.com

BRING THIS IN FOR A  

3-DAY PASS!
¡TRAE ESTO PARA OBTENER UN

PASE DE 3 DÍAS!

By DANIELA BEASLEY 
A Norwood cab driver attacked and 

robbed on Saturday night claims the in-
cident was solely based on his Muslim 
faith. 

Serjul Islam Khan had $200 and his 
cell phone stolen from him and was beaten 
by a passenger riding in his taxi by 187th 
Street near Park Avenue. Recounting his 
story to News 12 the Bronx, Khan remem-
bered his attacker shouting “I am going to 
kill you Muslims” during the beating.

The 48th Precinct will be investigat-
ing this crime and are still searching for 
Khan’s attacker. The police did not log 
this incident as a bias crime since Khan 

initially did not mention to investigators 
the epithet hurled at him during his at-
tack.

The attack sparked outrage among 
the Bangladeshi community, and has 
begun conversation about the feelings 
of underrepresentation of Bangladeshis 
in the police force. Khan was an active 
community leader, serving as president 
of the Bronx Bangladesh Community As-
sociation. 

“This attack is not only against Mr. 
Khan,” said Mohammed Rouf, Khan’s 
neighbor, at yesterday’s press confer-
ence, “this is an attack against our whole 
community.”

Community Urges Cops to 
Nab Muslim Attacker

Photo by Daniela Beasley

SUPPORTERS OF MUSLIM cab driver Serjul Islam Khan stand together in solidarity. 
Some are seen holding up photos showing the victim’s face following an attack by a 
passenger on May 21. Khan claims the attack was racially motivated.

The NYPD is looking for a pair 
of thieves (pictured) wanted for 
burglarizing a Planet Fitness gym 
over the weekend. 

Police from the 52nd Precinct 
say the bandits broke into the ex-
ercise chain at 309 E. Kingsbridge 
Rd. during the overnight hours of 
May 14 and swiped $100 from the 

cash registers before taking off. 
The crooks are described as 

black or Hispanic men, wearing 
black hooded sweaters and gray 
pants. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at (800) 577-TIPS (8477).
—David Cruz

Police Looking for Pair of 
Bandits Wanted for Robbery
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Sister Alice Marie Giordano (pic-
tured) celebrated the Jubilee year at 
the same place she’s done so for the 
past 60 years: The Academy of Mount 
St. Ursula.

Sr. Giordano took her first vows in 
January of 1956 and started her minis-
try that focused on elementary and sec-
ondary education. Joined by students, 
faculty, fellow Ursuline sisters and oth-
ers, her enthusiasm for education was 
well pronounced. The Jubilee marks a 
year of complete forgiveness of sins.
—Daniela Beasley

Longtime ASU Nun 
Hails 60th Jubilee

By NOAH BERMAN 
From now on, getting to a Mon-

tefiore clinic or medical center will 
just cost your presence at a shuttle sta-
tion.

Officially unveiled on May 23, the 
hospital has established a free shuttle 
bus pilot program to five of their loca-
tions in the northwest and East Bronx. 
The shuttles will run on a schedule 
from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m.

The shuttle system aims to get rid of 
any potential problems preventing pa-
tients, family, or faculty from getting 
to the hospital. “This new shuttle is a 
prime example of Montefiore’s long-
standing commitment to doing more, 
ensuring that all patient and commu-
nity needs are met,” said Melissa Ce-
bollero, senior director of Community 

Relations for Montefiore Health Sys-
tem and executive director of Mosholu 
Preservation Corporation, which pub-
lishes the Norwood News. 

Beneficial to patients, the courtesy 
shuttle will begin at 25 Knolls Cres-
cent in Spuyten Duyvil and end at the 
Hutchinson Metro campus in Morris 
Park. The route will repeat every 80 
minutes at Knolls Crescent.

The service will operate on a loop, 
with passengers free to be picked up 
or dropped off at any location on the 
route. However, the 12:55 p.m. shuttle 
at the Hutchinson Metro campus will 
not pick up passengers. Service for 
both the 12:25 p.m. shuttle at the Moses 
Campus in Norwood and the 12:35 p.m. 
shuttle at the Wakefield Campus will 
end at the Hutchinson Metro Campus.

Montefiore Rolls Out 
Free Shuttle for Patients

By ADRIANNA LOMBARDO
 Getting a cab could get a lot smoother 

for the disabled in the Bronx.
New York State Assemblyman Vic-

tor Pichardo is proposing a bill calling 
for the creation of a dispatch system for 
New York taxis specific to customers in 
wheelchairs. Pichardo labeled his leg-
islation a “better solution” to fixing a 
taxi service hole.

Services for the disabled, including 
the ability to receive accessible car ser-
vice, are mandated by law.

Pichardo noted there is no citywide 
central dispatch service for wheel-
chair-accessible riders resulting in the 
disabled having to call a regular car 
service. Manhattan is the only borough 
to receive this service, though the Taxi 
& Limousine Commission has been 
vetting companies that offer accessible 
dispatch services.

But Felix Madrano, owner of Pres-
tige Car Service at the corner of Web-
ster Avenue and East 204th Street, said 
that car services do not have the re-
sources to give disabled people the ap-
propriate transportation service since 
many for-hire taxi drivers own regu-
lar vehicles. The bases have no control 
over the fleet of cars they get, resulting 
in fines.

Opposing the bill was Edith Prent-
iss, chair of Taxis for All Campaign, 
which seeks to make every city 100 per-
cent accessible for wheelchair users. 
Prentiss said the bill “is clearly a sop to 
an industry that has never accepted its 
responsibility to transport wheelchair 
users, and is still trying to discrimi-
nate.”

Pichardo: Create 
Taxi Call System 

For Disabled

Photo by Adrianna Lombardo
ASSEMBLYMAN VICTOR PICHARDO 
(pictured) visits Norwood to introduce a 
bill calling for a taxi dispatch system dedi-
cated to wheelchair users.

By TATYANA TURNER
A team effort by several Bronx in-

stitutions brought the arts to one of 
Norwood’s local hospitals. 

The Healing Arts Center at Mon-
tefiore Medical Center hosted roughly 
30 elementary school students from 
PS 280 in Norwood on May 18. Resi-
dents, including parents, gathered at 
the Grand Hall in the Moses Campus 
to watch several performances includ-
ing dance, chorus, and African drum-
ming. 

The center hosts several programs 
that use art and creativity to improve 
health outcomes and ease anxiety, pri-
marily for hospital patients. Employ-
ees have taken part in art galleries to 
show off their creative side. Montefiore 
typically hosts community artists to 
showcase their talents. This time, PS 
280 was asked to come in. 

“Study of arts in the schools has 
been proven to improve their overall 
academics and become better citizens,” 
said David Nussenbaum, executive di-
rector of the Bronx Arts Ensemble. 
“Teaching artists from the Bronx Arts 
Ensemble come in to teach during the 
day and after school at PS 280 and 39 

other public schools in the borough.”
A group of fifth and sixth graders 

brought their lively dance moves to 
the stage, showing off their skills and 
their confidence. “I learned not to have 
stage fright,” said fifth grade student 
Mia, who performed a dance routine.

The Healing Arts Center encour-
ages children to stay active during the 
summer. Several representatives from 
organizations including DreamYard in 

Hunts Point attended the event to en-
courage children to join the programs 
that pique their interest. “Summer is 
a time when children forget what they 
learned during the school year,” said 
Haydil Henriquez, outreach coordina-
tor and college advisor for DreamYard. 
“Our program offers year-round pro-
grams for children. In the Bronx espe-
cially, it is important to nurture chil-
dren’s talent and desires.” 

PS 280 Shows Off Talents at MMC Healing Arts Center

Photo by Adrianna Lombardo

SINGING TROUPE FROM PS 280 in Norwood performing at Montefiore Medical Center.
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WE ACCEPT 

“Your Family Drugstore” http://www.leroyrx.com 

                                Most Union Plans & Third-Party Insurances 

Hours: Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Saturday: 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Sunday: 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m.    

Est. 1970 

314 E. 204th Street ♦ Phone: (718) 882-5614 ♦ Fax: (718) 882-6365 

Medicaid, Medicare, Medicare Part D, CVS Caremark 

FREE  Delivery And Pick Up  

10% Discount For Senior Citizens (excludes cigarettes and sales items)  

NOTARY PUBLIC 

 EBT  

Ostomy, Surgical & Diabetic Supplies, 
Free Blood Pressure Testing, Vitamins, 
Nutritionals, Health & Beauty Aids, Cos-
metics, MetroCards, Housewares, House-
hold Items, and much more... 

 Services Include: Services Include: Services Include:  
WIC CHECKS OTC CARDS 

• Specialty Pharmacy   • We Do Compounding 

By DAVID GREENE
Police have identi-

fied two suspects wanted 
for the fatal stabbing of 
a young man in Bedford 
Park, marking the first 
official homicide of 2016 
for the 52nd Precinct. 

“Two people have been 
identified and we’re cur-
rently looking for them 
right now,” said Deputy 
Inspector Peter Fiorillo, 
commanding officer of 
the Five-Two. 

Detectives from the 
52nd Precinct initially 
scoured the area for four 
individuals said to be con-
nected to the daytime in-
cident. 

Police were called to 
the side entrance of St. 
Mary’s Orthodox Church 
along Decatur Avenue off 
Bedford Park Boulevard 
at 7 p.m. on May 11. The 
victim was discovered ly-
ing on his back a few feet 
from a bicycle. Investiga-

tors say the victim, iden-
tified as Daniel Peña, 
was attacked in the court-
yard of 2953 Decatur Ave. 

before escaping his at-
tacker. 

Peña, who lived a block 
away from where po-

lice had found him, was 
found stabbed at least two 
times in the torso, accord-
ing to police. 

One officer control-
ling the crowd allowed 
a friend of the victim to 
smack the dying man’s 
face, in a futile effort to 
keep him awake, as a pair 
of paramedics applied 
pressure and bandaged 
his wounds. 

One source close to the 
investigation said Peña 
was true to the streets by 
evoking its “no snitching” 
code. “He was uncoop-
erative with us before he 
passed away.” Peña report-
edly refused help from po-
lice before being rushed 
to St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal, where he died shortly 
thereafter.

Initial reports from the 
scene indicated that the 
suspects, described as four 
male Hispanics, f led a short 
distance on foot along Deca-
tur Avenue, before possibly 
driving away in a tan Jeep 
Cherokee with a sunroof. 
They are still at large.

Daytime Stabbing Marks 52nd Precinct’s First Homicide of 2016

Photo courtesy Andre Rivera

POLICE AND RESIDENTS in the 
photo above, crowd around what 
appears to be the victim lying on 
the ground on Decatur Avenue.

Photo by Andre Rivera

A CRUSH OF OFFICERS and 
paramedics in the photo at right 
respond to the 52nd Precinct’s 
fi rst homicide of 2016.
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MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY Board 7, which covers 
happenings in Mosholu Parkway, march up the parkway 
during the Bronx Week Parade. 

YOUNG MEMBERS OF World Changers-Church New 
York pose behind their banner during the parade. 

FRIENDS OF MOSHOLU Parkland takes part in the an-
nual parade.

AS PART OF the arts festival, these two children get 
their faces painted with vibrant designs.

A VISITOR GETS his blood pressure checked by a rep-
resentative of Lincoln Medical Center.

THESE CHILDREN ARE given safety pamphlets by their 
local fi refi ghters.

THIS MUSICAL PERFORMER shares the stage with Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. (left) shortly after the parade.

(Photos by Miriam Quinones, Captions by Tatyana Turner)

Bronx Week is an annual public event that invites residents to join in on various week-long festivities. Some of the events that 
are held include musical performances, art festivals, health fairs, and a parade representing a number of prominent groups and 
organizations in the borough.  A musical performance closes off the celebration.

BRONX WEEK PARADE



By DAVID CRUZ 
At an occasionally busy section of 

Webster Avenue edging towards East 
Gun Hill Road, cars zip by Radame Jil.

For drivers who visit Jil, they can 
expect one detailed car wash for $15, a 
fraction of the price when compared to 
what a brick and mortar car wash would 
charge for a 20-minute wash. Some 
days he’s paid only $40 for 11 hours, 
the equivalent of $3.67 an hour. Other 
days he makes more, though way below 
the minimum wage. His boss, barely 
around, finances the supply of clean-
ing equipment. Exploitation is not on 
Jil’s mind. Neither is the rate. There’s 
no choice when there’re six children to 
feed; three in Puerto Rico and another 
three in Venezuela. Jil is legally entitled 
to work. 

And unlike legitimate car washes, 
Jil’s affiliated with the growing number 
of unregulated mobile car washes spot-
ted in the Bronx and upper Manhattan, 
raising concerns over business liability, 
employee protections and environmen-
tal conservation. The underground in-
dustry is now in the crosshairs of the 
52nd Precinct, who’ve now begun issu-
ing summonses to mobile car washes for 
blocking hydrants or streets. City and 
state environmental agencies have re-
mained lax on these roving car washes. 
Neither agency returned repeated re-
quests for comment. 

The mobile car industry is attempt-
ing to legitimize itself. Websites offer 
customers the chance for mobile car 
washes to go directly to them, promis-
ing them an eco-friendly experience. 
But many don’t have the permits to use 
the proper solvents. Many would need 
a permit under the State Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System (SPDES) 
program. 

In Norwood, at least four car washes 
have been spotted along Webster Av-
enue, with three-man groups relying 
on power washers, solvents, and elbow 
grease to detail a car. Payments can be 
as much as $15 cash and no sales tax. 
Business can stay open 12 hours or 
more. 

At East 205th Street and Jerome Av-
enue, under the rumble of the 4 train 
elevated subway, a handful of cars line 
up for service at a mobile car wash. The 
operation has settled there for the past 
year, just a block and a half away from 
Bedford Car Wash at the corner of Bed-
ford Park Boulevard. It was the only 
brick and mortar car wash in the neigh-
borhood. 

At the mobile wash, a three-man 
team uses a DeWalt power wash, step 
stools, power vacuums, and Home Depot 
buckets to carefully detail an SUV. Run-
off from the power washing water col-
lects into a nearby storm drain, a state 
violation. Soapy water is barred from 
entering storm drains for fear it could 
pose danger to local streams and lakes. 
The car wash, meantime, continues to 

do it. Car washes are instead required 
to use a backflow preventer, a treatment 
device that prevents soapy water from 
entering the drinking supply. Mobile 
car washes aren’t equipped with that. 

Then there’s the water, a resource 
the NYPD suspects is siphoned from a 
nearby hydrant and pumped into a tank 
rigged into a washer’s work van. Com-
mercial car washes are required to pay 
$3.81 per 100 cubic meters of water. 

The New York Car Wash Associa-
tion, an advocacy group for legitimate 
car washes, has remained outspoken 
over the lack of oversight on mobile car 
washes, pointing to the use of unregis-
tered soaps. 

“These chemicals, other detergents 
and street dirt flow directly into the 
New York City sewer systems, putting 
us all in danger,” said the association’s 
president, Steve Rotlevi, in an email. 
“Honest, hard-working car wash own-
ers rightfully follow numerous health 
and safety laws that are designed to pro-
tect car wash employees as well as the 
environment. These mobile car washes, 
however, do not follow such laws and 
regularly violate wage requirements 
and put workers’ health and safety at 
risk with unauthorized chemicals and 
lack of safety equipment.” 

The owner of the East 205th Street 
location, Juan Gonzalez, candidly spoke 
with the Norwood News, admitting his 
business may be unregulated but he 
“doesn’t want to sell drugs” as a voca-
tional option. On a full day, 110 cars can 
arrive for a wash, translating to $1500 a 
day. “We’re here to work,” said Gonza-
lez. “There’s no other option.” 

By all accounts, Gonzalez, an un-
documented immigrant hailing from 
the Dominican Republic, is a successful 
entrepreneur. A portion of the money 
he makes goes to his native country, 
while the rest goes to his overhead and 
employees, some of whom are also un-
documented, and paid according to each 
car they personally wash. A large water 
tank is positioned there while an as-
sortment of unknown solvents hangs on 
a rope. The street, in the meantime, is 
drenched with soapy suds, flowing to a 
nearby sewer drain. 

Police have stopped by and issued 
tickets while offering their sympathies, 
Gonzalez said. With Gonzalez’s business 
attracting a steady stream of income, an 
NYPD summons is part of the cost of do-
ing business. After all, he credits his 
employees for returning customers.

“We have experience,” said Gonza-
lez, who credited his employees’ careful 
hands for bringing him a steady stream 
of customers. “My workers don’t scratch 

them, but the car washes do. Here we 
don’t.”

At a recent community council meet-
ing within the 52nd Precinct, which pa-
trols Norwood, special operations Lt. 
Kevin Maloney said a dozen criminal 
court summonses were issued. 

“We can get them for, I think, a to-
tal of C summonses, which is criminal 
court summons for each individual 
washing the car, as well as being parked 
near a hydrant, which is a hydrant sum-
mons,” said Lt. Kevin Maloney of the 
52nd Precinct, which polices Norwood. 
“There’s not a lot I can do in regards to 
an arrest situation, but if they’re prop-
erly ID’d with those summonses, there 
should be no warrants, they’ll be issued 
the summons.”

The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYS-
DEC) also handles enforcement. In one 
case, officers dealt significant fines to 
a mobile car wash owner for dumping 
chemicals labeled “Danger! Poison!” 
into the Harlem River. The owner was 
also charged with two misdemeanors 
for dumping harmful substances into 
the river. So far, the agency has not 
come to the Bronx. 

But despite acrimony from the police, 
car wash association and state agencies, 
customers don’t seem to mind. 

“There’s a personal touch,” said An-
thony Velardo, a Bronx resident having 
his car washed down. Crews spent 20 
minutes eliminating stains from inside 
and outside the car. 

“This is a clean job,” said one cus-
tomer named Jose, standing as he ad-
mired Jil’s handiwork at the Webster 
Avenue location. 

Susan Andrews, a teacher, paid $20 
to get her car washed at the Webster Av-
enue location. “Every penny counts,” 
said Andrews. “A dollar is a dollar.” 

Even the manager of Bedford Car 
Wash, Efrain Lanfranseo, sympathized 
with his competitors, indifferent over 
any potential threats to business at 
Bedford Car Wash.

“They have their business, we have 
ours,” said Lanfranseo, who added 
even car washers need to eat. 
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Call 212-867-6530  Kevin-ext 221,  Vivene ext 209

HHAs, PCAs

A Caring Opportunity...with a caring company
FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE

• Great Pay! •All shifts • Paid vacation after 1 year  
• Personal/Sick days • Life Insurance • 401K plan 

• Health insurance available • EOE

F/T, P/T & Weekends
Bronx/Manhattan Area 

Roving Car Washes Pepper North Bronx Landscape

Photo by Daniela Beasley

RADAME JIL WORKS the power washer (not attached to fire hydrant) at this mobile 
car wash on Webster Avenue, one of four spotted along the corridor. 

Photo by David Cruz

THIS ROVING CAR wash is a mainstay 
on Jerome Avenue by East 205th Street in 
Bedford Park. 
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BUSINESS MATTERS

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
 E-Prescribing
 Unit Dose Packaging
 Immunizations
 Refi ll Reminders
 HIV /AIDS Diseases
 Specialty Drugs

 Hepatitis

 Diabetes

 Asthma

 WIC Checks

 Nutritionals

 Ostomy supplies

 Medication Therapy

   Management

 Fax / Copy / Metro Card

   / FSA Card

 Incontinence Supplies

 FREE BP CHECK UP

   ON SITE

 DMV Vision Test

 Delivery Service

$6 GENERICS = 30 DAY SUPPLY

OVAL PHARMACY
Oval Pharmacy is a community pharmacy located in the Bronx. Our objective is to serve our community with unique 
pharmaceutical care by offering Unit Dose Packaging, Immunizations, Medication Therapy Management and more.

UNIT
DOSE

PACKAGING

ZOSTAVAX (SHINGLES)

Visit our website Oval Pharmacy
@255 GUN HILL ROAD

Community Specialty Pharmacy

By DAVID CRUZ 
The Mosholu Library 

is one of the borough’s 
rare public depositories 
with one singular ame-
nity: a spacious back-
yard used for daily pro-
gramming.

It was only natural 
that the sleepy patio was 
ideal for a tiny green-
house funded by a pri-
vate grant. It debuted on 
May 24, capping several 
months of preparation 
by library staffers. It 
rests at a corner of the 
hooded yard, a translu-
cent hut that traps heat 
used to nourish budding 
plants. 

“We’re one of the 
lucky libraries that ac-
tually has a backyard,” 
said Lauren Uruchima, 
one of the branch’s se-
nior librarians. “There’s 

always been that missing 
link; like, ‘what could 
we do back here that can 
strictly come from the li-
brary perspective?’” 

The Charles H. Rev-
son Foundation, a char-
itable organization, 
awarded $1700 to fund 
the project. Nicole Celic, 
one of the library’s in-
formation assistants 
and a Norwood resident 
with some horticultural 
experience, planted the 
seed for establishing a 
greenhouse after peer-
ing out of the yard. She 
thought the greenhouse 
project was a “cool way 
to utilize the backyard, 
and we could beautify it 
too.”

An internal commit-
tee thought so too, green-
lighting it for the library 
system’s “Innovation 

Project,” an initiative in-
tended to bolster library 
services. The Mosholu 
Library won a grant last 
year, using the funds to 
teach a first-ever com-
puter building class, 
continuing its trend for 
more children’s activi-
ties. 

“I encourage my staff 
to try new things,” said 
Jane Addison-Amoyaw, 
Mosholu Library’s head 
librarian. 

For the Mosholu Li-
brary, the greenhouse 
represents a new fron-
tier of programming, a 
cornerstone to the neigh-
borhood library. Celic 
hopes the greenhouse 
will allow children to 
“learn about plants, and 
how things work, and 
have firsthand experi-
ence for themselves.” 

For security rea-
sons, the library will 
only use the green-
house for its own pro-
gramming. The public 
will not be allowed to 
enter on its own.

“It’s not like a class 

setting,” said Joel Ta-
vares, another infor-
mation assistant for 
the library. “They’re 
actually doing some-
thing—planting, then 
explaining what cer-
tain things are, what 

tools they use, what the 
greenhouse will do to 
the plants.” 

But just what kinds 
of permanent activities 
will germinate is still 
unknown. It’ll need 
some time to grow. 

Greenhouse Sprouts at 
Mosholu Library

Photo by David Cruz

NICOLE CELIC, AN information assistant at the Mosholu Library, stands near the 
greenhouse now established at the neighborhood library. 
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SPARX Program Ignites Interest of Coding to Young Girls

St. Patrick’s Home  
Rehabilitation & Health Care Center 

“Where it all began” 

 Short-Term Rehabilitation  
 Physical, Occupational & Speech 

Therapy 
 Daily Mass in our Chapel  
 Restorative Nursing  
 Wound Care 
 Therapeutic Recreation 
 Memory Program  
 Palliative Care  
 Pastoral Care 
 Psychological Services  
 Gift Shop & Coffee Shop  
 And many other services... 

                 Carmelite Sisters Serving the Aged Since 1929  

66 Van Cortlandt Park South, Bronx, NY 10463 

Tel: 718-519-2800 
Fax: 718-304-1817 

www.stpatrickshome.org 
  

 FACEBOOK.COM/STPATRICKSHOME 

Photo courtesy Bedford Mosholu Community Association

THIS THREE-PERSON team, headed by Elizabeth Quaranta (center), president 
of Friends of Mosholu Parkland, spends a few hours greening Mosholu Park-
way. The trio beautifi ed the sitting area on Marion Avenue near to the parkway 
as part of a battalion of volunteers from the New York City Department of Parks, 
Bedford Mosholu Community Association, the Legionnaire Greys Cadets, and 
the 52nd Precinct NYPD Explorers. The event was part of the annual “It’s My 
Park Day,” held this year on May 21. 

Beautifying Mosholu 
Parkway

By DANIELA BEASLEY
With nice weather 

and the start of the un-
official summer sea-
son approaching, the 
recognizable red signs 
that read “No Barbe-
cuing in This Area” 
have been taken out of 
storage and officially 
put up along Mosholu 
Parkway and other 
neighboring parks by 
the city Department 
of Parks (see photo at 
right). 

There are only a few 
red signs placed in ob-
scure locations along 
the parkway, which 
was said to be a prob-
lem last year. This is 
the second year the 
signs have been in-
stalled before Memo-
rial Day Weekend as 
opposed to past years 
when the signs weren’t 
put up until early July. 

Although illegal, 

year after year fami-
lies choose Mosholu’s 
green space as their 
barbecue spot for the 
summer. Firing up the 
grill next to the park-
way is viewed as not 
only a fire hazard, but 
also leads to a big litter-
ing problem for local 
residents. 

Police will not be 
issuing tickets, but 
warnings to those 
spotted barbecuing in 
these restricted areas. 
The closest place to 
Mosholu Parkway to 
legally barbecue is Van 
Cortlandt Park, in spe-
cifically designated pit 
areas.  

Warning: No BBQs on Mosholu Pkwy. 

Photo by Daniela Beasley
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Epiphany Lutheran Church - A PLACE OF GRACE
IN NORWOOD - 3127 Decatur Ave., Bronx, NY

Phone: (718) 652-6839      Website: www.epiphanybx.org
WORSHIP Sundays at noon; BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m.; THRIFT SHOP Fridays and
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Member of the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America - God’s work -- our hands

Professional Directory
COMPUTER
SERVICES RELIGIOUS SERVICES

Professional Directory
Classifi eds

Computer Repair,
upgrade, troubleshooting,

laptop overheats, cracked screen,
broken power jack, virus removal,

data recovery.
Call James (646) 281-4475,

(718) 324-4332.

Tiga Pediatrics
3510 Bainbridge Avenue, 
Suite 5, Bronx, NY 10467

Ages 0 to 21 years
General Practice, Obesity, 

Asthma, ADHD
Same-Day Appointment

Every Day!
(718) 881-8999

PEDIATRIC
SERVICES

BEAUTY
SERVICES

Come to Madame P’s Beauty World.
 The last old fashioned hairdresser in the Bronx!

 We specialize in haircutting, hair care, and provide 
consultations on how to care for your hair. Hair color-
ing, all relaxers, Wave Nouveau and carefree curls. We 
also offer flat-ironing.  20% off for seniors. 10% off for 

college students with picture ID.  Natural haircuts and 
wigs cleaning.

 617 E. Fordham Road (between Arthur and Hughes
avenues, Fordham University section).

 Call today for your appointment: (347) 284-3834.

BIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGSBIG SAVINGS
THROUGHOUT THE JEROME-GUN HILL AREA!

COME SHOP & SAVE BIG ALL YEAR ROUND
Over 200 Stores on Jerome Avenue from Mosholu to 

Gun Hill Road and on Gun Hill Road to Webster Avenue

Discover the Stores, Quality Service
and Savings at the Jerome-Gun Hill

Business Improvement District.

Where Good Neighbors
Deserve Great Shopping!

All in a Safe, Clean &
Friendly Environment

Call the
BID Hotline at 718-324-4946

for more information or visit us at
www.jeromegunhillbid.org

/JGHBIZ

Bronx Community Board #6 seeks to hire 
a qualified individual to fill the position of 
District Manager. For application details, 
visit: http://bronxmall.com/commboards/
cd6.html. Mail resumes by postal service 
only to: Search Committee, Bronx Commu-
nity Board 6, P.O. Box 580283, Bronx, New 
York 10458. Deadline for resume submis-
sion is June 3, 2016.

The Norwood News seeks a quali-
fied, freelance advertising sales rep 
to help grow the Bronx’s best com-
munity newspaper. Applicants must 
be self-starters with some sales ex-
perience. Email résumé to dcruz@
norwoodnews.org. 

HELP WANTED
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES

South Bronx Photo Contest
Photographers are invited to 

submit photos focusing on South 
Bronx neighborhoods for a tempo-
rary exhibit at the future site of the 
Roberto Clemente Plaza from July 
to November 2016 along Third Av-
enue, 148th and 149th streets. To be 
considered for the exhibit, go to ny-
cddc.slideroom.com and follow the 
instructions to upload your pho-
tos by May 31. Winners will be an-
nounced June 9 and receive $325. 

Job Fair 
Lehman College’s Music Build-

ing, 250 Bedford Pk. Blvd. W., holds 
free job fair for veterans and resi-
dents on June 3 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Dress to impress. For more 
information, call the Office of State 
Senator Gustavo Rivera at (718) 933-
2034. 

Summer Camp at Lehman
Lehman College, 250 Bedford 

Pk. Blvd., W., offers an Open House 
for its summer day camp, June 4 at 
10:30 a.m. in the Carman Hall, room 
B08. Both half days and full days 
are available for ages 6 to 16 on the 
campus, for one week or more. Ac-
tivities include swimming, sports, 
computer technology, arts and 
crafts, and more. Free breakfast 
and lunch is provided. For more in-
formation, details, and tuition, call 
(718) 960-8865. Early registration is 
advised.

Fresh Air Summer Getaway
Children from low-income com-

munities can register for the Fresh 
Air Fund summer experience at 
PS 33, 2424 Jerome Ave. on June 10 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Participants 
ages 7 to 12 can visit with host fami-
lies for one to two weeks in com-
munities across the East Coast and 
Ontario, Canada. Girls ages 8 to 12, 
and boys ages 8 to 15 can attend one 
of five overnight camps through 
the Summer Camping Program in 
Fishkill, NY. For more informa-
tion, call (718) 584-3926. 

CityParks Seniors Fitness
Seniors ages 60 plus can join 

Van Cortlandt Park’s free fitness 
programs which include walk-
ing, free tennis lessons, and yoga, 

through June 10. Equipment is 
provided. For more information 
and event details, call (718) 760-
6999.

Free Tenant Legal Advice
NYS Senator Gustavo Rivera, 

2432 Grand Concourse, suite 506, 
5th floor, hosts tenant specialists 
on Tuesdays (11 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and 
free legal services for Housing 
Court cases for tenants who seek 
help with apartment issues includ-
ing repairs, eviction, and Housing 
Court. For more information and 
to schedule an appointment, call 
(718) 933-2034.

MMCC Programs
The Mosholu Montefiore Com-

munity Center offers free pro-
grams for out of school youth 
ages 16 to 24, a food stamp assis-
tance program, English as a Sec-
ond Language, and Mosholu Day 
Camp. For more information, or to 
donate, call (718) 882-4000 or visit 
www.mmcc.org. 

 
Free Summer Soccer

Kids ages 8 to 12 can register 
for a free summer youth soccer 
program at St. James Park, on a 
first-come basis. Participants meet 
twice a week and receive technical 
guidance and participate in scrim-
mages. For more information, visit 
www.cityparksfoundation.org/cit-
yparks-soccer-st-james-park/.

  
Computer Resource

Center at Oval
The Williamsbridge Oval’s Re-

source Center offers free digital 
learning resources for its members of 
all ages. Events include workshops, 
technology education, job-training 
opportunities, SAT prep, homework 
help, and more. For more informa-
tion and to join, call (718) 654-1851.

  
Free Tutoring

Sistas & Brothers United, 103 E. 
196th St., 3rd fl., offers free tutoring 
for students ages 12 to 21 in the sub-
jects of math, history, English, and 
science, Monday through Friday 
from 3 to 6 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Crystal Reyes, College Ac-
cess Coordinator, at (718) 584-0515 
ext. 243.



Onstage
Bronx Arts Ensemble presents free 
Memorial Day concert, featuring a 
variety of music, May 29 at 2 p.m., in Van 
Cortlandt Park, rain or shine. Enter park 
at Broadway and 246th Street. Seats will 
be provided. For more information, visit 
bronxartsensemble.org or call (718) 601-
7399.

The New York Botanical Garden presents 
The Glimmerglass Festival, May 26; 
and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, 
featuring Wynton Marsalis, June 9; 
both from 7 to 8 p.m., outdoors on the 
Conservatory Lawn, including beer 
and spirits. Bring blanket. Tickets are 
required. Also offered is free music, 
fun events, and information kiosks, 
June 11 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Clay Family Picnic Pavilions. Bring 
lunch. Advance free tickets are required 
by sending self-addressed stamped 

envelope with number of tickets (6 
maximum) to: Elizabeth Figueroa, 
Director of Community Relations, NY 
Botanical Garden, 2900 Southern Blvd., 
Bronx, N.Y. 10458. If inclement weather, 
call to confirm. For more information, call 
(718) 817-8700.

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th St., 
offers music, featuring Blaise Siwula, a 
multi-reed performer of improvised music 
with keyboardist Eric Plaks presenting 
jazz from the 1920s to the 21st century, 
June 4 at 2:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (718) 882-8239.

Events
The NYC Department of Parks 
presents free film: “Jurassic World,” 
May 26; outdoors, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Williamsbridge Oval. Bring blankets or 
beach chairs. For more information, or in 
case of rain, call (718) 543-8672.

Community Action for Safe Apartments 
(CASA) presents Bronx film screening, 
“Gentrification and Saving Homes,” 
May 26 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the New 
Settlement Community Center, 
1501 Jerome Ave., followed by a 
discussion with CASA leaders and 
other community members. Light food, 
Spanish translation, and childcare will be 
provided. For more information, call (718) 
716-8000 ext. 225.

The Valentine-Varian House/Museum 
of Bronx History, 3266 Bainbridge Ave. 
(East 208th Street), presents the Bronx 
High Schools Valedictorian Awards, 
June 5, with entertainment, refreshments, 
food, and tours of the museum at 1 p.m., 
followed by the award ceremony at 2 
p.m. For more information or to make a 
donation, call (718) 881-8900.

The public is invited to “Relay Brings 
the Payne” Flag Football Fundraiser, 
June 4 at Clinton H.S., 100 W. Mosholu 
Pkwy. So. Ten teams have been 
recruited, and all proceeds will go 
toward the American Cancer Society. A 
follow-up event will be held June 11. For 
more information, contact marqpayne@
gmail.com. 

Relay for Life, a walk for cancer, will 
take place at Clinton H.S., 100 W. 
Mosholu Pkwy. So., on June 4 from 6 
p.m. to 12 a.m. To sign up for this walk, 
visit www.relayforlife.org/BronxNY (info: 
(718) 547-5004). Two workshops, both 
at 3400 Bainbridge Ave. in the Medical 
Arts Pavilion on the 2nd floor, The 
Kidneys and How They Work, to learn 
about kidney disease, medications and 
nutrition, will be held on June 2 and 7 
from 1 to 3 p.m.; and Treatment Options 
for Kidney Failure, about hemodialysis, 
peritoneal dialysis, home dialysis, and 
supportive care, will be held on May 26, 
June 23 and July 21 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
A diabetes workshop will be held at 
2532 Grand Concourse in the 3rd floor 
conference room on June 14 from 4 to 
6 p.m. All events are free and hosted 

by Montefiore Health System. For more 
information, call (800) MD-MONTE.

Wave Hill, a Bronx oasis at 675 W. 
252nd St. in Riverdale, offers Family Art 
Projects: Fish Theatres and Life Inside 
Our River, to create maps and images 
of river residents, then create a diorama 
with movable parts, May 28 and 29; and 
Soil Searching, to draw and stain with 
soil, watercolors and other mixed media, 
June 4 and 5; both in WH House from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Grounds admission is 
free until noon Saturdays and Tuesdays 
all year. For more information and a 
schedule of events including tours and 
walks, call (718) 549-3200.

Library Events
The Bronx Library Center, 310 E. 
Kingsbridge Rd., presents the following 
events for children: Hands-On Projects 
at 4 p.m.: (ages 7 to 12; pre-registration 
required), Color Full Tree Making, May 
26; Ladybug Book Making, June 2; and 
Whale Book Making, June 9. For more 
information, call (718) 579-4244/46/57 or 
visit www.nypl.org. 

The Mosholu Library, 285 E. 205th 
St., offers for adults: Free Computer 
Classes: to learn email and basic 
computer information, Wednesdays, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. For more information, 
call (718) 882-8239.

The Jerome Park Library, 118 Eames 
Place (near Kingsbridge Road), offers for 
kids: Kids Get Active Fridays at 3 p.m.: 
(ages 5 to 12), dance and zumba, May 27 
and June 3. Adults can attend Computer 
Basics at noon: May 26 and June 2. For 
more information, call (718) 549-5200. 

NOTE: Items for consideration may 
be mailed to our office or sent to 
norwoodnews@norwoodnews.org, and 
should be received by May 30 for the 
next publication date of June 9.
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THE MOSHOLU LIBRARY (pictured) offers free computer classes every 
Wednesday.

The public is invited to take part in a day of free music, and art and fitness 
programs in the center lanes of the Grand Concourse starting at 162nd Street 
which will be closed to vehicular traffic, from noon to 4 p.m., May 29, June 26, July 
31, and Aug. 28. Activities include biking, bollywood classes, button making, face 
painting, skating, street games, yoga, zumba, and more. Main stage performances 
are at 165h Street (call for detailed schedule). For more information, call (718) 681-
6000 or visit www.bronxmuseum.org/events/boogie-on-the-bolevard_1.

Photo courtesy Joshua Bright/Wave Hill

RESIDENTS CAN TAKE part in several Family Art Projects such as Fish
Theaters Life Inside Our River dioramas. 

Boogie on the Boulevard



zoning category, the neighborhood 
studied does not.  

“There’s a reason behind all these 
rules,” said Brede. “They’re meant to 
meet a specific context in a commu-
nity.” 

With the majority of the build-
ings following current zoning rules, 
a downzoning would put a large per-
centage of the neighborhood, mostly 
the six-story buildings, “out of com-
pliance,” a label that carries no pen-
alties but limits homeowners from 
making any significant property al-
terations in the future. A downzoning 
request is honored if the zoning rule 
largely matches the existing layout of 
a neighborhood.  

The community has been down 
this road before. In 2010, John Reilly, 
a resident familiar with housing 
matters, sent a letter to DCP asking 
the surrounding neighborhood be 
changed to an R5B District to prevent 
“monstrosities” from being built. 

“The construction of 12- and 14-
story buildings on such narrow 
streets will destroy the quality of life 
and block out virtually all sunlight,” 
wrote Reilly. “It will overtax our 
limited sewer system and electrical 
grid.” 

Staving Off Development
Neighbors were motivated to bring 

their concerns to DCP after a sliver of 
neighboring Woodlawn, which bears 
some characteristics to Bedford Park, 
was downzoned. The downzoning 
runs counter to the current policy by 
the de Blasio Administration, whose 
housing agenda looks to build up 
neighborhoods, given the affordable 
housing crunch impacting the city. 

But Brede emphasized that the 
two neighborhoods are indeed differ-
ent since the newly downzoned area 
of Woodlawn, specifically East 236th 
Street near Webster Avenue, abutted 
a large swath of detached single-fam-
ily homes, an area categorized as an 
R4A. Brede characterized the down-
zoning as a correction since the area 
closely matched the surrounding R4A 
distinction. Whether an intended or 
unintended consequence, the new 
zoning halted the development of a 
larger building on East 236th Street 
and Webster Avenue. 

The request to downzone Bedford 
Park is a pressing one for residents at-
tempting to thwart a developer’s evic-
tions of neighbors at one building. 
The developer, Peter Fine, is still not 
the official owner of 267 E. 202nd St., 
an aging two-story residence with an 

adjoining parking lot, though he sent 
neighbors notices on behalf of the ex-
isting owner demanding they vacate 
the building within 30 days. 

“I don’t want to be forced out,” said 
Nina Archeval, one of several residents 
living in the building. 

Marisol Jimenez, another tenant, said 
the family “went nuts” when they heard 
about the eviction. “My mother’s started 
becoming hysterical,” said Jimenez. 

For now, Briggs Towers LLC owns the 
property. The building itself has been 
largely neglected by the owner, accord-
ing to neighbors, who pointed to uneven 
ceilings, traces of lead, and layers of rust 
on bathtubs. 

Briggs Towers LLC contracts man-
agement duties to Genesis Realty. There 
have long been plans to erect a 10-story 
building at the same property, according 
to an image rendering found on the man-
agement company’s website. 

Andrew Darcy, an attorney repre-
senting the tenants, has asked a judge 
to order a swell of repairs made in the 
building and rescind evictions. Darcy 
cited that since there are six units in the 
property, it qualifies tenants for rent sta-
bilization protection, a status that makes 
it tougher to issue evictions. 

With the property falling in an R8 
district, developers such as Fine are en-

titled to build an “as of right” residence 
whose look is dependent on how far back 
it would go from the street, and whether 
it would block the sun. 

Brede, who stood neutral over the 
eviction matter, noted that rezoning is 
not a tool to stop construction of a build-
ing but to keep the features of a neighbor-
hood uniformly intact. “We don’t do spot 
zoning,” said Brede, referring to chang-
ing the zoning status of one particular lot 
to prevent construction. “We can’t go in 
and rezone a couple of people’s houses on 
the block. There has to be some rationale 
behind it.” 

Barbara Stronczer, a Bedford Park 
resident and Community Board 7 mem-
ber attending the meeting, said that the 
mixed zoning has thrown off the neigh-
borhood. “How you can leave two sides of 
Mosholu Parkway in two different zon-
ings is beyond me,” said Stronczer. 

For now, Bedford Park’s motley char-
acter remains, though existing zoning 
could inspire more to build a neighbor-
hood crammed with large buildings and 
scant space.  

“There’s no room to build,” said An-
drew Laiosa, a Community Board 7 
member attending the meeting. 

“They’re going to squeeze as much 
as they can,” said Jean Hill, commit-
tee chair.
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Preserving Look of Bedford Park




